
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & I R R I G A T I O N  

MONTAXA STATE SENATE 

February  2 ,  1979 

The t e n t h  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  L i v e s t o c k  and 
I r r i g a t i o n  C o r n i t t e e  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  on  t h e  above d a t e  
i n  Room 415 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  by Chairman G a l t  
a t  12:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  mcmbers were p r e s e n t  with t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
o f  S e n a t o r  Nelson.  S e n a t o r  Graham was excused.  

The f o l l o w i n g  w i t n e s s e s  were p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y :  

R e p .  L e s  H i r s c h  s p o n s o r  
Les  Graham I Department  of L i v e s t o c k  
Mons Te igen  Montana Stockgrowers-Montana Woolgrowe. 

CONSIDEPJiTION OF HOUSE BILL 218: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Les  
H i r s c h ,  d i s t r i c t  # 5 2  x d  i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  b i l l  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  
o f  t h e  Department  o f  L i v e s t o c k .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  b i l l  t h e  
l a w  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  depar tment  had t o  pay a l l  c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  
from t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  e s t r a y  a n i m a l s .  T h i s  b i l l  would a l l o w  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  t o  r e c a p t u r e  t h e  expenses  i n c u r r e d  when t h e s e  

fl 
a n i m a l s  a r e  g a t h e r e d  and h e l d  f o r  a t i m e  b e f o r e  khe owner c l a i m s  
them. 

M r .  L e s  Graham s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  t i m e  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  ha s  two o p t i o n s .  They can  send them t o  a n  a u c t i o n  I, 
y a r d  i f  t h e y  do n o t  f i n d  t h e  owner,  and t h e y  can  a d v e r t i s e  
t h e  e s t r a y  a n i m a l s  f o r  30 days  b e f o r i n g  s e l l i n g .  They c a n n o t  
s e l l  the a n i m a l s  if they  know who the owner is. 

M r .  Mons ~ e i g e n ,  s a i d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h e  r e p r e s e n t e d  
a r e  i n  t o t a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  
l i v e s t o c k  i s  funded by t h e  l i v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y  and t h e y  see no 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  why t h e  i n d u s t r y  s h o u l d  f i n a n c e  t h i s  t y p e  o f  

1 
expense .  

T h e r e  were no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  t o  t h e  b i l l  and no 
o p p o n e n t s .  

Dur ing  d i s c u s s i o n  Les  Graham s t a t e d  t h a t  if t h e  owners 
n e v e r  c l a i m  t h e  c a t t l e  t h e  o n l y  r e c o u r s e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  
i s  t o  f i l e  a  l i e n .  H e  a l s o  ment ioned t h a t  m e s t  o f  t h e s e  t y p e s  
o f  p rob lems  o c c u r  around t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s ,  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE B I L L  218: S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  moved 
t h a t  House B i l l  218 BE CONCURRED I N .  Motion c a r r i e d .  
Note:  S e n a t o r s  Graham and Nelson a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on t h e  f l o o r .  1 
Meet ing  a d j o u r n e d .  
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President M R ............................................................... 

............................................ .... we, your committee on .......... &~.T.&.c:u~.%.w~J . . . I ~ . % ~ f f f . ~ . ~ ~ ~ k  c h . . . ~ ~ ~ . . 9 3 . f . ~ . 9 ~  

n ..................................................................... having had under consideration .............................. 1i8~2.3~ Bill No. ..~.J.G ....... 

Rouse 218 Re.;pectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bi l l  NQ ................... 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena. M o n t .  

.......................................................... < ......................................... 
STYATOR JACK E. GP.$T, Chairman. , - 




