
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

J a n u a r y  41, 1979 

The S e n a t e  E d u c a t i o n  Committee met Wednesday, J a n u a r y  31 ,  1979 ,  
i n  Room 402 o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  S e n a t o r  Bob Brown, Chairman,  
c a l l e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t  12:30 p.m. Cornl i t tee  members 
p r e s e n t  were S e n a t o r s  Brown, E. Smi th ,  R.  Smi th ,  S e v e r s o n ,  
McCallum and Thomas. S e n a t o r s  Anderson, B l a y l o c k ,  F a s b e n d e r ,  and 
O'Hara were a b s e n t  a l t h o u g h  S e n a t o r  O'Mara a r r i v e d  b e f o r e  t h e  
end o f  t h e  m e e t i n g .  

The commit tee  h e a r d  t e s t i m o n y  on S e n a t e  B i l l  203. 

SeNATE B I L L  2 0 3  

S e n a t o r  McCallum, s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  was 
r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  Thompson F a l l s  School  D i s t r i c t  and t h e  bus  
c o n t r a c t o r  i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o l l o w i n g  a  problem t h e y  had w i t h  
t h e  c u r r e n t  l a w r  C u r r e n t l y ,  a  d i s t r i c t  may c a l l  f o r  b i d s  o r  
n e g o t i a t e  a  new c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  bus c o n t r a c t o r  i f  
t h e  i n c r e a s e  i s  n o t  more t h a n  5% o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  c o n t r a c t .  
Thompson F a l l s  c a l l e d  f o r  b i d s  and r e c e i v e d  b i d s  o f  $1..26 p e r  
m i l e  a s  opposed t o  76$ a  m i l e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  They r e j e c t e d  
t h o s e  b i d s  and t r i e d  t o  r e n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  b u t  
c o u l d  o n l y  agree a t  a n  8% l e v e l  s o  it became n e c e s s a r y  t o  re- 
a d v e r t i s e  f o r  b i d s ,  t h i s  t i m e  hav ing  t o  a c c e p t  a b i d  o f  $1.16 
p e r  m i l e .  S e n a t o r  McCallum s t a t e d  t h i s  caused  a l o t  o f  h a r d  
f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  community and w i t h  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  a s  w e l l  a s  
b e i n g  v e r y  c o s t l y  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The d i s t r i c t  f e l t  t h e  
c o n t r a c t  c o u l d  have  been e a s i l y  r e s o l v e d  a t  t h e  8 %  l e v e l .  

Eob S t o c k t o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  O f f i c e  of  P u b l i c  T n s t r u c t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  h i s  s f ippor t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  n o t e d  t h e  Thompson F a l l s  
c a s e  i s  n o t  u n i q u e ,  i t  happens  a l l  o v e r  t h e  s ta te .  H e  f e l t  
t h e  law was o r i g i n a l l y  t o o  low and it h a s  c a u s e d  many problems.  
I n  many c a s e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e n e g o t i a t i o n  i s  o p t i o n a l ,  t h e  b i d d i n g  
h a s  been a t  a  20% l e v e l  due  t o  t h e  c o s t s  o f  b u s e s  s o a r i n g  i n  
t h e  l a s t  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  from $11,000 t o  $18,00-$20,000. 

Chad Smi th ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Schoo l  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
echoed s u p p o r t  of  M r .  S t o c k t o n ' s  t e s t i m o n y .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
8 %  l e v e l  would h e l p  keep c o s t s  down a s  many d i s t r i c t s  c o u l d  
r e a c h  agreement  on c o n t r a c t s  a t  t h a t  l e v e l  and n o t  have  t o  a c c e p t  
b i d s  on a 15-20% i n c r e a s e  l e v e l .  



Page 2 
I4 inutes  
J a n .  31 ,  1979 

I 

R i c h a r d  Boese ,  Chairman o f  t h e  Richey S c h o o l  Board and r e p r e s e n t i n g  
Region 4 o f  t h e  Montana S c h o o l  Boards  A s s o c a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h e  8% 
would b e  h e l p f u l  i n  h i s  a r e a .  He s a i d  more and  more s c h o o l s  are 
g o i n g  t o  t h e  b i d  p r o c e d u r e  and  i t  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e x p e n s i v e .  

T h e r e  w e r e  no  o p p o n e n t s  t o  t h e  b i l l . a n d  t h e  h e a r i n g  was opened 
t o  q u e s t i o n s  by t h e  cor rmi t tee .  

S e n a t o r  Thomas a s k e d  i f  S e n a t o r  McCallum would l i k e  t o  add a n  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  t o  t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  McCallum s t a t e d  he  would b e  happy t o  have t h a t  a d d i t i o n  
made. 

S e n a t o r  Thomas moved t o  amend t h e  t i t l e  and t h e  body o f  t h e  b i l l  
p r o v i d i n g  a n  immedia te  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  upon p a s s a g e  and  a p p r o v a l .  
The mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Anderson ,  E l a y l o c k ,  
F a s b e n d e r ,  and  O ' H a r a  a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  McCallum moved S e n a t e  B i l l  2 0 3  Do P a s s  A s  Amended. The 
mot ion  c a r r i e d  ~ n a n i m o u s ~ ~  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  ~nderson, B l a y l o c k ,  
F a s b e n d e r .  and  O'Hara a b s e n t .  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

S e n a t o r  Brown s t a t e d  h e  would l i k e  t o  have  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  f e e l i n g  
r e g a r d i n g  moving SJR 1 2 ,  t h e  ERA p r o p o s a l ,  t o  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  
Committee.  H e  f e l t  i t  i s  a  v o l a t i l e  i s s u e  and o f  g r e a t  p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  and  s h o u l d  b e  h a n d l e d  f a i r l y  and c o r r e c t l y  a n d  s t r i c t l y  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  p r o c e d u r e .  H e  approached S e n a t o r  M a t h e r s ,  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  S e n a t e , a n d  S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k ,  Chairman of  J u d i c i a r y , a n d  
t h e y  a g r e e d  w i t h  h i s  view t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  b i l l  had been h a n d l e d  
by J u d i c i a r y  t h e  l a s t  two s e s s i o n s ,  it r i g h t f u l l y  b e l o n g e d  t h e r e  
a g a i n .  The commit tee  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  cha i rman  and h e  w i l l  so 
move on  t h e  f l o o r .  

S e n a t o r  Brown s t a t e d  t h e  House E d u c a t i o n  Committee w i l l  b e  h e a r i n g  
t h e  I n d i a n  s t u d i e s  b i l l  F r i d a y  and o u r  commit tee  h a s  b e e n  i n v i t e d  
t o  s i t  i n  on  t h e  h e a r i n g .  

The commi t t ee  a g r e e d  t o  send  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  b i l l s  
t o  t h e  c o u n t y  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s .  

The brown bag  l u n c h  w i t h  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  
b e  Thursday ,  Feb. 1, w i t h  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  t u i t i o n  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d .  

- 
SENATOR ROR RROPfiJ. CIHA T RMBN 
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NAME I : PRESENT 
Scn. Bob Brown, Chairman 

Sen. Ed Smith, Vice Chairman 
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Sen. Larry Fasbender 

Sen. Richard Smith 
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DATE l/&/L!--- --- 

(P lease  leave  prepared statement w i t h  S e c r e t a r y )  



APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: 
1 

Y DO YOU: SUPPORT? &PIEND? -- OPPOSE? 

I ' L E A ~ ~ ~ ;  LEAVE ANY PREPARE[) STATEMENTS WIT11 THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY. 



MPKE;SEMTING WHOM? /A,&] , 

APPEARING ON LW ICH PROPOSAL : c %--?-- 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? ,y AMEND? -- OPPOSE? 

\ 'LEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COPU4ITTEE SECRETARY. 



ADDRESS : -- - 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? ,y AMEND? OPPOSE? 

COf4lvlEFJTS : 

~ ? ~ , E A S E  LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITII TIIE COMf4ITTEE SECPSTARY. 



'7 1C'  MR. ........ . ~ . ~ & Q . X . ~ . X W X  ............................ 

................................................................................................. ............................ Vie. your committee on EZArJ.G'iT3;QIl 

having had under consideration ............................ SEWYE. .................................................................... ...... .... Bil l  NO 293 

t&.>.r - i-?? .............. ................................ ............ Respectfully report a: follows: That i?AZ.i.k .................................. -. eill NO. 33.3 .......... 
in tsoiiuced blli, be acicr.ded as follows : 

I. Page 2 ,  line 7. 
Following : Ri'lCA" 
Insert: " ; and providing on h o - d i a t e  efPective date" 

2 .  Page 3 .  
Pallowing: line 3 
Iascrt: "Section 2 .  'I'iiErX IS 11 NGiJ I C A  SPCTIDII TEAT i 2 Z M S :  

~ ; f f e c t i v e  date. This act is effeciive on its passage axd approv2l." 

$-mi, as so .mended, 
DO P A S S  

STATE PUB. C O .  
Iit'lerla, M o n t .  




