
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & I R R I G A T I O N  

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January  31, 1979  

The n i n e t h  meeting o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  L i v e s t o c k  and 
I r r i g a t i o n  Committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  on t h e  above  d a t e  
i.n Room 415 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing  by Chairman G a l t  
a t  12:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: A11 members were p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
o f  S e n a t o r s  Graham, Kols tad and Nelson. 

The fo l lowing  w i t n e s s e s  were p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y :  

Bur t  Hurwitz 
C h a r l e s  Brown 
Gary Langley 
J i m  G los se r  

Represen ta t ive  - sponso r  
Dept. of  L ives tock  
Montana Stockgrowers Assoc. 
Dept. of  L ives tock  

CONSIDERATION O F  HOUSE BILL 134: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bur t  
Hurwitz,  d i s t r i c t  45 s a i d  he had in t roduced  t h i s  b i l l  a t  t h e  
r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  Department of  L ives tock ,  Animal H e a l t h  ~ i v i s i o n .  
The b i l l  would a l l ow t h e  department t o  charge  a  f e e  f o r  
d ipp ing  and t e s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  upon l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  a r e  n o t  
d i s e a s e d  o r  exposed t o  some d i s e a s e .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
is a  s e r i o u s  epidemic of  s c a b i e s  i n  t h e  sur rounding  s tates.  
The Animal Hea l th  D iv i s ion  i s  working hard  t o  s e e  t h a t  w e  
do n o t  g e t  t h e  epidemic. A l l  c a t t l e  coming i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  
have t o  be  dipped.  The department has  a p o r t a b l e  d i p p i n g  v a t  
i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  where t h e r e  i s  no c o m e r i c a l  v a t .  T h i s  
b i l l  would a l l ow them t o  charge  a  f e e  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  
They do n o t  charge i f  t h e  animals  a r e  d i s e a s e d .  

D r .  G los se r  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  i s  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  incoming 
c a t t l e .  However, i f  a  r anche r  i n  t h e  s t a t e  wants t o  d i p  h i s  
c a t t l e  t h e  department w i l l  make t h e  va t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  him, b u t  
t h e y  would l i k e  t o  recover  t h e  c o s t s  of  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  The 
on ly  t i m e  t h e  depar tment  would i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  c a t t l e  be 
dipped i s  t o  p reven t  an epidemic. 

Gary Langley,,?rose i n  suppor t  of  t h e  b i l l .  

During d i s c u s s i o n  M r .  Brown s a i d  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  d ipp ing  
p roces s  a v e t e r i n a r y  o r  a person q u a l i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  chemica ls  
used f o r  d ipp ing  i s  p r e s e n t .  M r .  G losser  s a i d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t ime t h e  money they  do r e c e i v e  goes  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  fund and 
t h i s  b i l l  would p u t  it back i n t o  t h e  earmarked r evenue  fund.  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 134: There be ing  no f u r t h e r  
proponents  and no opponents t h e  hea r ing  was concluded.  
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S e n a t o r  Conover moved t h a t  House B i l l  1 3 4  BE CONCURRED I N .  
Motion carried. S e n a t o r s  Graham, Kolstad and Nelson a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  Conover w i l l  c a r ry  t h e  b i l l  on the floor. 

SENATOR JACK E.  GALT, Chairman 
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