
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
I 

PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY COMMITTEE 

J a n u a r y  29,  1979 
I 

The e i g h t h  mee t ing  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  W e l f a r e  and 
S a f e t y  Committee m e t  on J a n u a r y  29, 1979,  i n  Room 410 o f  t h e  

I 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  12:30 p.m. I 

1 
ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r  Rasmussen 

and S e n a t o r  Ryan, who a r r i v e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  meet ing .  S e n a t o r  Palmer 
was excused  u n t i l  3 . ~ 0 0  p.m. I 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 186: S e n a t e  B i l l  186  i s  a n  a c t  
t o  a l l o w  l i c e n s e d  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s  o f  minor c h i l d r e n  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  
c e r t a i n  t y p e s  of  m e d i c a t i o n s .  I 

S e n a t o r  Norman, s p o n s o r  of  S e n a t e  B i l l  186 by r e q u e s t  o f  
t h e  Department  o f  S o c i a l  and R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s ,  s a i d  t h a t  
t h i s  b i l l  makes l e g a l  something t h a t  is  d e s i r e d  and p r o b a b l y  
a l r e a d y  b e i n g  done. I t  r e l a t e s  t o  f o s t e r  c a r e  of  m i n o r s  and 

1 
even a d u l t s  who a r e  n o t  l e g a l l y  competent .  I f  a  c h i l d  i s  i n  a 
f o s t e r  home, why i s  it t h a t  t h e  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s  c a n n o t  g i v e  medi- 
c a t i o n .  

I 
P e t e r  Surdock,  Department  of  S o c i a l  and R e h a b i l i t a t i v e  

S e r v i c e s ,  i n t r o d u c e d  Mary Blake ,  a  c o n s u l t a n t  on f o s t e r  c a r e .  
I 

M s .  B lake  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  depar tment  s u p p o r t s  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 8 6 .  
The b i l l  g i v e s  t h e  f o s t e r  p a r e n t  t h e  same r i g h t  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  
d r u g s  t h a t  a  normal p a r e n t  would have.  See  At tachment  " A . "  

Ed Mares,  Montana Nurses '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  S e n a t e  B i l l  186 ,  b u t  it d o e s  h a v e  a n  amend- 
ment.  S e e  At tachment  "B." The amendment would a l l o w  t h e  board  

I 
o f  Nurs ing  t o  purpose  any f u r t h e r  exempt ions  under  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  
Trudy Malone, Board o f  Nurs ing ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  s h e  believes t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  amendment i s  t h a t  n e x t  y e a r  if t h e r e  is a n o t h e r  

I 
c a t e g o r y  t h a t  comes up it w o u l d n ' t  have t o  go t h r o u g h  t h e  Legis-  
l a t u r e  a g a i n .  I 

S e n a t o r  Norman c l o s e d  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  q u e s t i o n s  
are c e r t a i n l y  needed o n  t h e  amendment. I 

Chairman Olson asked  t h e  Committee members if t h e y  have  any 
q u e s t i o n s .  S e n a t o r  Lens ink s a i d  t h a t  h e  d o e s n ' t  f ee l  t h a t  t h e  
amendment f i t s .  H e  f e e l s  t h a t  it i s  e n t i r e l y  o u t  o f  t h e  s c o p e  
a s  it i s  w r i t t e n .  S e n a t o r  Lens ink s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t i t l e  s t a t e s  o n e  

I 
t h i n g ,  and i f  you i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  amendment it c o m p l e t e l y  changes  
t h e  b i l l .  H e  a l s o  f e e l s  t h a t  it i s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  t o  do t h i s  
s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  I t  would have  t o  b e  proposed i n  a n o t h e r  b i l l .  

I 
S e n a t o r  H i m s l  a s k e d  i f  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  m e d i c a t i o n s  are s p e l l e d  
o u t  someplace  e lse i n  t h e  law o r  if t h e  b i l l  j u s t  r e f e r s  t o  whateve 
normal  p a r e n t s  do. S e n a t o r  Norman s a i d  t h a t  it would c e r t a i n l y  
b e  h i s  i n t e n t  t h a t  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s  c a n  do t h e  same t h i n g  a s  n a t u r a l  
p a r e n t s ,  b u t  no f u r t h e r .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  wanted t o  know why t h e  
word " c e r t a i n "  was used  i n  t h e  t i t l e .  

3 
I 
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The hearing on Senate Bill 186 was closed at 12:45 p.m. 

CONSIDERATON OF SENATE BILL 175: Senate Bill 175 is an act 
to provide for immunization of pupils in public and private schools. 

Witnesses Supporting Senate Bill 175: 

Dr. Skinner, Department of Health & Environmental Sciences 
Dr. Jeffry Strickler, American Association of Pediatrics 
Brian Zins, Montana Medical Association 
Ed Mares, Montana Nurses' Association 
William Leary, Montana Hospital Association 
Allene Mares, Montana Association of Local Health Officers 
Alice Armstrong, Montana School Nurses' Interest Group 
Catherine Brown, School and County Nurse 
Gene Dillman, Superintendent of Whitehall School Dis. 4, 47, & 
Mrs. B. R. Edmission, Montana Federation of Women's Clubs 
Martha Onishuk, Montana Parent-Teachers' Association 
T ,  Carl Johnson, School Administrators of Montana 
Chad Smith, Montana School Boards' Association 
Harriett Meloy, Board of Education 
Phil Campbell, Montana Education Association 
David Lackrr~an, Montana Health Association 

Senator Van Valkenburg, at the request of the Department of 
Health and Environmental Sciences, sponsored Senate Bill 175. He 
feels that this legislation is something that is of a very positive 
benefit for the youth of our state. This legislation comes about 
because of difficulties ensued in enforcement of the existing 
statute 20-5-401. It is a one paragraph statement permitting 
local school baords to adopt immunization programs. It has several 
problems and inadequacies that school boards and children have 
run into across the state. It lacks any definitive statement of 
what immunizations may be required. It lacks provisions for students 
who do not want to be immunized. Senate Bill 175 lists the pro- 
visions of personal, religious, and medical exemptions in section 
4 on page 2. Senator Van Valkenburg feels this is sufficiently 
broad to cover anyone who does not want to come within the limits 
of the plan. It provides for an enforcement provision so the 
board can come up with a plan to do this and so that the parents 
can either get their children immunized or elect the exemption 
provision. He stated that currently 75 percent of the children 
in Montana are covered, and this is extremely low. He feels that 
we can prevznt disease outbreaks through the enactment of a law 
such as this. 
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D r .  Sk inner ,  Department of Hea l th  and Environmental  S c i e n c e s ,  
spoke i n  s u p p o r t  of  Sean te  B i l l  175. See Attachment "C . "  H e  

I 
o u t l i n e d  some of t h e  p o i n t s  i n  h i s  a t t achment .  He po in t ed  a u t  
t h a t  it is n o t  common p r a c t i c e  t o  immunize f o r  some, and t h i s  
c a u s e s  t h e  d i s e a s e  ou tb reaks .  For example, m i s e a l e s  has  t e s t e d  

I 
t h e  depa r tmen t ' s  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  few yea r s .  I n  Attachment 
"C" t h e r e  i s  a graph t h a t  shows t h e  m i s e a l e s  ou tb reak  on a monthly 1 
b a s i s .  The graph shows t h e  school  i s  c l e a r l y  t h e  a r e a  of t r a n s -  
miss ion .  Th i s  i s  a l s o  t r u e  f o r  d i p t h e r i a  and r u b e l l a .  E a r l y  
r e p o r t i n g  by p h y s i c i a n s ,  school  n u r s e s ,  e t c .  h e l p s  s t o p  t h e  
ou tb reak  and control .  t h e  problem much q u i c k e r .  One of  t h e  problems 
has  been t h e  absence of  adequate  r eco rds .  I t  makes a  d i f f e r e n c e  

I 
i f  t h e  s choo l s  have r e c o r d s .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  no r e c o r d s ,  i t  becomes 
a ve ry  l a r g e  problem. Th i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  a problem i n  h igh  schoo l  
r e c o r d s .  The s t a t e  has  r eco rds  e s t a b l i s h e d  on abou t  70 p e r c e n t  

I 
of a l l  s choo l  c h i l d r e n .  I t  i s  aiming f o r  90 p e r c e n t  by t h e  end 
of  1979. There a r e  about  9 t o  10 p e r c e n t  of  p a r e n t s  who w i l l  
n o t  respond t o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  in format ion  on immunization. W e  
have no way of g e t t i n g  t h a t  in format ion .  The b i l l  be ing  proposed 

I 
w i l l  h e l p  t o  p rov ide  f o r  a record  and t o  h e l p  g e t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
immunized. I t  d o e s n ' t  make it mandatory, b u t  it does  g i v e  t h e  
p a r e n t s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  making a  cho ice .  Because of  t h e  

I 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t ime of  making r u l e s  and t h e n  implementing them, 
t h e  b i l l  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  implementing would be e f f e c t i v e  i n  
1979 b u t  e n f o r c i n g  would n o t  be e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  t h e  1980-81 schoo l  
y e a r ,  This  would prov ide  an oppor tun i ty  f o r  school  comments, t ime 

(I 
t o  o b t a i n  t h e  vacc ine ,  t i m e  t o  work w i t h  t h e  s choo l  t o  set up a 
system,  and t ime t o  adequa te ly  inform t h e  communities t h a t  t h i s  
requi rement  w i l l  go i n t o  e f f e c t ,  There  i s  ev idence  t h a t  t h i s  

I 
k ind  o f  l a w  i s  workable i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  There  i s  abou t  a 40 
percent lower d i s e a s e  ou tbreak  i n  s t a t e s  with laws than  i n  s t a t e s  
w i t h o u t  laws.  D r .  Sk inner  f e e l s  t h e  c o s t  of e n f o r c i n g  t h i s  b i l l  

I 
w i l l  n o t  be g r e a t .  I 

Dr. J e f f r y  S t r i c k l e r ,  American A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P e d i a t r i c s ,  
spoke i n  suppor t  of Sena te  B i l l  175 and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
would l i k e  very  s t r o n g l y  t o  urge a do pas s  o f  t h e  b i l l .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  p r e v i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  t r y i n g  t o  s t i m u l a t e  an  adequa te  l e v e l  of 

I 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  immunization programs has  n o t  worked. H e  f e e l s  
t h a t  t h e  exemptions w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  any o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l .  I 
See Attachment "D." 

Br ian  Zins ,  Montana Medical Assoc i a t i on ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  
100th  annua l  meeting of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h e  House of De lega t e s ,  whic 
r e p r e s e n t s  over  80 p e r c e n t  of t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e ,  v o t e d  

I 
t o  s u p p o r t  a  b i l l  such a s  t h i s .  
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Ed Mares,  Montana Nurses '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  w i l l  t a k e  u s  f a r  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  p r e v e n t i v e  h e a l t h .  On 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  n u r s e s  and p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e s ,  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  b i l l .  See Attachment  " E . "  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  exempt ions  i n  t h e  law t o  d i s a l l o w  
c o m p l a i n t s .  

W i l l i a m  L e a r y ,  Montana H o s p i t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  spoke i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  175 and p ledged  t h a t  t h e  60 h o s p i t a l s  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  would make t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a . b l e ,  i f  
n e c e s s a r y ,  f o r  mass immunizat ion.  

A l l e n e  Mares, .Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Loca l  H e a l t h  O f f i c e r s ,  
and r e p r e s e n t i n g  Bob Johnson of  t h e  Lewis & C l a r k  C i t h  H e a l t h  
Department  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  e m p h a t i c a l l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .  One 
o f  t h e i r  r e a s o n s  i s  t h a t  because  i f  a n  o u t b r e a k  d i d  o c c u r  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l s  t h e y  would b e  c a l l e d  upon t o  a s s i s t  and i t  i s  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  have  r e c o r d s .  I f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  p a s s e d ,  t h e y  would have  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  r e c o r d s .  

A l i c e  Armstrong,  Montana Schoo l  Nurses '  I n t e r e s t  Group, 
spoke i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  175 f o r  two r e a s o n s ;  one  i s  t o  
promote and m a i n t a i n  good h e a l t h ;  and t h e  second i s  t o  p r e v e n t  
d i s e a s e s  which c a n  c a u s e  s e r i o u s  c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  S e e  At tachment  
!IF. " 

C a t h e r i n e  Brown, s c h o o l  and coun ty  n u r s e  f o r  Cutbank Schoo l  
D i s t r i c t  #15 ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  s h e  is  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e a n t e  B i l l  175. 
See  At tachment  " G . "  

Gene Di l lman ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  W h i t e h a l l  Schoo l  Dis t r ic ts  
4 ,  47 and 2 ,  spoke i n  f a v o r  of  S e n a t e  B i l l  175. S e e  At tachment  
'IH. " 

M r s .  B. R. Edmiss ion ,  Montana F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Women's C l u b s ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  c l u b s ,  3 ,462 women s t r o n g ,  c a n n o t  u r g e  t h e  
C o r m i t t e e  s t r o n g l y  enough t o  p a s s  t h i s  b i l l .  

Martha Onishuk,  Montana P a r e n t - T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  b u t  would l i k e  it amended t o  add t h e  ' 
c a t e g o r y  of mumps and would l i k e  " p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s "  removed. 
She s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  f o r  t h i s  program i s  minimal  compared t o  
what  would b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  m e n t a l  and p h y s i c a l  d e f e c t s  t h a t  c a n  
r e s u l t  f rom t h e s e  d i s e a s e s .  See At tachment  "I." 
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T.  C a r l  Johnson ,  Schoo l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  Montana, s t a t e d  
t h a t  i n  t h e i r  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  October  t h e y  a g r e e d  t o  go  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  immunizat ion  b i l l  and a s k s  t h e  Committee 's  s u p p o r t .  

Chad Smith ,  Montana Schoo l  Boards '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  board  d o e s  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l .  A t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
mee t ing  l a s t  November a  r e s o l u t i o n  was p a s s e d  where w e  s u p p o r t e d  
t h i s  c o n c e p t .  We a r e  n o t  worrying a b o u t  t h e  c o s t  o f  r e c o r d -  
keep ing .  What w e  a r e  concerned a b o u t  i s  t h a t  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  
enforcement  o f  t h i s  a c t  i s  t i e d  i n  t o  a c h i l d ' s  e d u c a t i o n .  W e  
f e e l  t h a t  t h e  enforcement  s h o u l d  b e  t i e d  i n t o  t h e  p a r e n t  o r  
g u a r d i a n .  The Supreme C o u r t  h a s  found t h a t  e v e r y  c h i l d  h a s  a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  a n  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  b i l l  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  
g o v e r n i n g  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  p r e v e n t  a  c h i l d  from a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l .  
B a s i c a l l y ,  w e  d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  much e n f o r c e a b i l i t y  a b o u t  
t h i s  b i l l  a t  a l l .  The p e r s o n s  t h a t  w i l l  c a u s e  t r o u b l e  a r e  t h e  
o n e s  t h a t  s a y  t h e y  j u s t  d o n ' t  f e e l  w e  have  a  r i g h t  t o  keep t h e i r  
c h i l d  o u t  of  s c h o o l .  The s u i t  w i l l  be a g a i n s t  t h e  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  
it i s  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f e n d i n g  them. On page 5 o f  t h e  b i l l  it s a y s  
i t  w i l l  b e  by i n j u n c t i o n .  M r .  Smi th  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  
g o i n g  t o  b e  i n  t h e  midd le  o f  a l o t  o f  l i t i g a t i o n .  H e  f e e l s  t h a t  4 t h e  enforcement  s h o u l d  be  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r e n t s .  A l s o ,  o n  
page 1 h e  h a s  a problem w i t h  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of  govern ing  a u t h o r i t y  
on l i n e  16.  There w i l l  be c o n f u s i o n  a s  t o  who i s  r u n n i n g  t h e  
s c h o o l .  I t  i s  t h e  b o a r d  of  t r u s t e e s  i n  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  I n  
p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  it i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  A l s o ,  on page 
3 a t  t h e  bot tom on  l i n e s  2 2  t h r o u g h  2 4  it j u s t  s a y s  whenever t h e r e  
is  good c a u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a p e r s o n  f o r  whom a n  exemption h a s  
been f i l e d  h a s  a  d i s e a s e .  I t  d o e s n ' t  s a y  who i s  g o i n g  t o  make 
t h a t  d e c i s i o n .  W e  f e e l  t h a t  shou ld  b e  d e f i n e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  
on page  6 it s a y s  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  w i l l  be s u b j e c t e d  t o  a  c i v i l  
p e n a l t y  o f  $ 1 , 0 0 0 .  M r .  Smi th  s a i d  t h a t  h e  would hope t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  c o u l d  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  subcommittee and have  t h e s e  problems 
r a k e d  o u t  of t h e  b i l l  s o  t h a t  it w i l l  o p e r a t e  i n  a manner whereby 
t h e  enforcement  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r e n t s .  

H a r r i e t t  Meloy, Board o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
boa.rd a t  i t s  December mee t ing  adop ted  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  a 
b i l l  f o r  immunizat ion .  See  Attachment  "J." 

P h i l  Campbell ,  Montana E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  S e n a t e  B i l l  175 and r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  
Committee g i v e  it a  d o  p a s s .  

David Lackman, Montana H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  v o t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  a n  immunizat ion b i l l  a t  t h e i r  a n n u a l  4 
meet ing .  See  At tachment  " K . "  
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Senator Van Valkenburg closed the testimony by stating that 
he thinks the support and the lack of opponents indicates the 
broad support for an immunization bill. He stated that he feels 
the enforcement provision that is in the bill is a necessary 
enforcement provision. He feels that there is a need to have 
some enforcement directed at both the parents and school board 
to have records kept throughout the state. The language indicates 
that that decision would.be made by a local health officer. He 
has no objections in meeting with a subcommittee if the committee 
wishes, but he does urge a do pass. 

Chairman Olson asked the Committee members for any questions. 
Senator Himsl stated that he failed to find where there is a real 
penalty for the school board and asked what happens if the board 
doesn't want to do this. Senator Van Valkenburg stated that in 
section 9 on page 6 it would be interpreted by any court to pro- 
vide that that is the penalty that the board would incur. The 
lawyer who helped draft the bill said that the primary thrust 
was to look at the person and not the board. Senator Himsl asked 
about a small board where the board objected as a group, say for 
religious reasons. The lawyer stated that that might create a 
problem. Senator Ryan wanted to know where the records would be 

I 
kept and how we are going to administer from a state level if the 
records are kept at the school. Senator Van Vaikenburg stated 
that on page 4, section 6, line 22, the governing authority is 
required to file with the state an immunization record. Senator 
Lensink asked Mr. Smith for a brief detailing the amendments he 
requested. Chairman Olson asked Mr. Smith to deliver the brief 
to the Committee within 24 hours. 

The hearing on Senate Bill 175 was closed at 1:30 p.m. 

ACTION 0.N SENATE BILL 186: Senator Lensink said he doesn't 
feel that it really conforms to the title. A discussion followed 
about an amendment to change the title. Senator Lensink said 
that the Constitution very clearly states that you have to have 
the title correspond to the bill. Senator Rasmussen stated that 
he thinks the title should be amended and asked Dennis Taylor to 
get some language together. Chairman Olson delayed action on .. 
Senate Bill 186 until Mr. Taylor could talk to Senator Norman 
about amending the title. 

ACTION ON SENATE BILL 151: Senator Lensink said he had 
talked to Senator Watt and his desire in presenting this bill 
is that he just feels that after a certain length of time a 
person has made his contribution and should get off the board. 
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He had absolutely no objection with absolving the present members 
of boards and also to increasing the length of time a member can 
serve on a board. Senator Rasmussen made a motion that we do not 
pass Senate Bill 151. He feels there are some problems that we 
just can't legislate. Senator Himsl stated that he feels the 
same way -- that these are non-profit organizations where we 
shouldn't legislate. Senator Palmer stated that he opposes the 
motion because he feels that there is a need to get new blood 
on these boards. Senator Ryan stated that he agrees with Senator 
Palmer. He said that his experience has been that these people 
are inclined to rubber-stamp. He feels that there should be 
some provision for fresh blood. Chairman Olson ruled that we 
take action on Wednesday, January 31, when Senator Norman is 
present since there is going to be a division. 

Ai\lNOUNCEMXNTS: Chairman Olson said that Senate Bill 185 
has been removed from the Public Health Committe and moved to 
Natural Resources. Therefore, we will hear only House Bill 59 
on Wednesday, January 31. The Coinmittee will also have a working 
session on Senate Bill 136 on that day. 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business the meeting 
was adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 1 

L\ 

S. A- OLSON, C H A I k W  
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ATTACHMENT "A" 

TESTIRONY BEFORE THE SENATE PUBLIC HEALTH 
COMi l  I TTEE 

PIONDAY, JANUARY 29, 1979 AT 12 : 30 P , Ii , 

BEEN SOME QUEST1014 I N  THE PAST' AS TO WHETHER FOSTER PARENTS 

HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO A D M I N I S T E R  M E D I C A T I O N S  TO C H I L D R E N  I N  

T H E I R  CARE TO THE SAME EXTENT THAT SUCH NURSING CARE COULD 

BE PEOVIDED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN, THE DEPARTMENT HAS 

R E C E I V E D  SEVERAL QUESTIONS FROM FOSTER PAREFiTS WHO ARE 

CONCERNED ABOUT T H E I R  L I A B I L I T Y  I N  THE EVENT OF L A W S U I T S ,  

OF T H A T  OPIN ION,  SRS HAS CONCLUDED THAT NO OTHER S U B S T I T U T E  

CARE PROVIDERS S U C H . A S  FOSTER PARENTS MOULD BE ALLONED TO 

P R O V I D E  NURSING CARE, 

THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION WOULD NOT USURP THE AUTHOZITY 

OF L I C E N S E D  NURSES TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL NURSING CARE WHEN 

NEEDED, IN THE COURSE O i  FOSTER CARE, HOWEVER, S I T U A T I O N S  

FREQUENTLY A R I S E  WHERE FOSTER PARENTS SHOULD BE A B L E  TO 
I 



ADMINISTER MEDICATION AND PROVIDE IriFORMAL NURSING CAZE TO 

CHILOREN IN THEIR CARE JUST AS PARENTS PROVIDE INFORMAL 

NURS I NG CARE TO THEIR CHI LDREN WHEN NECESSARY, UNDER 
PRESENT LAW, IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER FOSTER PARENTS WOULD BE 

LIABLE FOR ADMINISTERING CERTAIN MEDICATIOi~S, 

SB 186 HAS BEEN REVIEWED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
P~ONTANA /~URSES  ASSOCIATION^ THE ~'~ONTANA BOARD OF ~.~URSING kNP 

THE P~ONTANA FOSTER PARENTS ASSOC IAT I ON, THESE GROUPS ARE 
NOT GPPOSED TO SUCH LEGISLATION, 

THE INTENTION OF THIS ACT IS MERELY TO ALLOW FOSTER 
PARENTS THE SAME RIGHTS AS NATURAL PARENTS IN ADMINISTERING 

CERTAIN MEDICATION AND PROVIDING NURSING CARE AND TO I 

ALLOW THEM ADDITIONAL DUTIES OR RESPONSIBILITIES THAT WOULD 

NORMALLY BE CARRIED OUT BY A LICENSED NURSE OR PHYSICIAN, 

THEREFORE, SRS SUPPORTS THE PASSAGE OF THIS LEGISLATION TO 

FACILITATE FOSTER PARENTS IN THE COURSE OF THEIR NORMAL 

DUTIES AS SUBSTITUTE PARENTS, TO PREVENT THE NEED FOR 

PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IN CASES WHERE INFORMAL 

MEDICAL CARE WOULD SUFFICE AND TO PROTECT FOSTER PARENTS 

FROM POTENTIAL LIABILITY, 



Amendment t o  Senate E i  1 1  186: 
# 

Page 1 L i n e  1 3 :  

"proh i b i t i n y  , e x c ~ p X  ,tlzat t h e  Bclcrfid o 4 rvtimik~cl mnrl adopt kr~ee5 necc46n~l, .to 

&uid~ otlzcn. exernption~ undm tlu~ . 5 e c . m :  -- 



ATTACHMENT " C "  

J a n u a r y  29 ,  1979 

SUNXARY OF TESTIMONY FOR SENATE BILL 175  

The p r e v e n t i o n  of c h i l d h o o d  d i s e a s e s  th rough  immunization h a s  become 
everyday  p r a c t i c e  f o r  many p a r e n t s  and c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  n o t  f o r  some p a r e n t s  and 
c h i l d r e n .  T h e r e  a r e  too many Montana c h i l d r e n  who s u f f e r  o n e  o r  more o f  t h e s e  
d i s e a s e s ,  o r  who remain s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  t h a t  s u f f e r i n g ,  because  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t e d .  I m n u n i z a t i o n  n o t  o n l y  p r o t e c t s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d  b u t  
a s  more and more c h i l d r e n  i n  a community become a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t e d ,  t h e  r i s k  
of  a  major  community o u t b r e a k  of one  of  t h e s e  d i s e a s e s  becomes p r o g r e s s i v e l y  
l e s s ,  and t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  o u t b r e a k s ,  e a s i e r  and e a s i e r .  

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  immunizat ion l e v e l s  i n  c h i l d r e n  have d e c l i n e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
l e v e l s  of  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  p o l i o m y e l i t i s ,  d i p h t h e r i a ,  and whooping cough. 
We have  been a b l e  t o  s l o w l y  r e v e r s e  t h a t  t r e n d  f o r  Elontana o v e r  t h e  l a s t  
f i v e  y e a r s  f o r  p r e s c h o o l e r s ,  b u t  s t i l l  have n o t  been a b l e  t o  r e a c h  many s c h o o l  
c h i l d r e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  o lde r -aged  c h i l d r e n  x h e r e  major o u t b r e a k s  of  meas les  
and r u b e l l a  c o n t i n u e  t o  o c c u r .  

For  example,  i n  Montana's  s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  and i n  s p i t e  of a n  e s t i m a t e d  
60-70 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  a d e q u a t e l y  immunized a g a i n s t  m e a s l e s ,  
o u t b r e a k s  c o n t i n u e  t o  o c c u r ;  once  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l  sys tem,  t h e  
o u t b r e a k s  t e n d  t o  b e  prolonged and e x t e n s i v e .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  3,760 c a s e s  
o f  m e a s l e s  have  been r e p o r t e d  i n  Montana, and each  y e a r  60-80% of  t h e s e  c a s e s  
have o c c u r r e d  i n  s c h o o l - c h i l d r e n .  Of t h e  f o u r  Montana d e a t h s  from m e a s l e s  d u r i n g  
t h a t  same p e r i o d ,  two ( o r  o n e - h a l f )  o c c u r r e d  i n  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  I n  1977 a l o n e ,  
80% o f  t h e  c a s e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  school-aged p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d ,  a t  o n e  p o i n t ,  
Montana had t h e  h i g h e s t  c a s e  r a t e  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  meas les  t end  t o  b e  t h e  s o u r c e  of  
n e a s l e s  f o r  preschool-aged s i b l i n g s  and n e i g h b o r s  ( r o u g h l y  15% o f  a l l  c a s e s )  
and i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  young a d u l t s  ( rough ly  10% o f  a l l  c a s e s ) .  C o n t r o l  o f  measles  
( t r a n s m i s s i o n )  among s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  p r e v e n t  more c a s e s  among t h e  
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  w i l l  a l s o  p r e v e n t  sp read  t o  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  community. 

S i m i l a r  arguments  can b e  made f o r  D i p h t h e r i d ,  P o l i o m y e l i t i s ,  and R u b e l l a ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  d i s e a s e s  rend t o  b e  s l i g h t l y  t o  somewhat l e s s  c o n t a g i o u s .  
An o u t b r e a k  of  D i p h t h e r i a  w i t h  5 cases and numerous c a r r i e r s  was i n v e s t i g a t e d  
and c o n t r o l l e d  i n  S o u t h e a s t e r n  blontana i n  1975.  The l a s t  Montana p o l i o  c a s e  was 
r e c o r d e d  i n  1971,  b u t  t h e  r i s k  of  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i s  a lways  p r e s e n t ;  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  

EEO/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AGFNCY 



ATTACHMENT "D" 

INTERNAL MEDICINE: 
J. B. SPAULDING. M.D. 
D. R .  HIESTERMAN, M.D. 

1930 9TH AVE. 
EELENA, MONTANA 59601 

TELEPHONE 442-9523 

January 26,  1979 
DAN SMELKO 

Business Manager 

OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNECOLOGY: 

J. J. DRYNAN. M.D. 
.I. E. NICKEL. M.D. 
F. C. COOPER. M.D. 

PEDIATRICS: 
8. C. RICHARDS. M.D. 
J. H. STRICKLER. M.D. ElEMO TO : Senate Committee on Pub l i c  Heal th 

SURGERY: 
w. J. HOOPES, M.D. RE : SB-175 
K. .I. WRIGHT, M.D. 

FROM : J e f f r e y  H. S t r i c k l e r ,  M.D., r ep re sen t ing  t h e  Montana 
Chapter of t h e  American Academy of P e d i a t r i c s  

The Montana Chapter of t h e  American Academy of P e d i a t r i c s  would l i k e  t o  
inform you of  t h e i r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  support  of t h e  Elontana School Immuni- 
z a t i o n  Law and s t r o n g l y  urge passage i n  i t s  present  form. 

The d i s e a s e s  covered: d i p h t h e r i a ,  po l io ,  whooping cough, measles and 
t e t a n u s  have been r e spons ib l e  i n  t h e  p a s t  f o r  a s i g n i f i c a n t  m o r t a l i t y  
among t h e  c h i l d r e n  of Montana. Rubella,  a s  is  we l l  known, has  been 
r e spons ib l e  f o r  m u l t i p l e  b i r t h  d e f e c t s .  With t h e  except ion of t e t a n u s ,  
which i s  ubiqui tous  i n  our  environment, t h e s e  a r e  a l l  h igh ly  contageous 
d i s e a s e s  and,most s ign i f icant ly ,amenable  t o  s a f e ,  inexpensive and h i g h l y  
e f f e c t i v e  immunizations. 

Even wi th  e n t h u s i a s t i c  educat ion programs through pub l i c  h e a l t h ,  p r i v a t e  
phys i c i ans  and t h e  schoo l s ,  we have achieved only a  60% immunization record 
i n  Montana. This  l e v e l  i s  no t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  prevent  epidemics a s  i s  w e l l .  
documented by t h e  measles outbreak l a s t  yea r .  

S ince  t h e  schools  a r e  t h e  major p l ace  where c h i l d r e n  congregate  and t h e  
focus  of  most epidemics of childhood i l l n e s s ,  i t  i s  most a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  
t h e  schools  be  t h e  focus of t h e  immunization law. 

I n  conclusion,  t h e  American Academy of P e d i a t r i c s  r ep re sen t ing  t h e  p e d i a t r i -  
c i a n s  of Montana, s t r o n g l y  urges mandatory immunizations p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  
school  wi th  a  c l a u s e  providing medical,  r e l i g i o u s  o r  exemptions. 

JHS: j z l  JEFFREY H. STRICKLER, M. D .  



ATTACHMENT "E" 

1716 NINTH AVENUE 1406) 4426710 _________------------------------------__ 
P.O. BOX 5716 HELENA, MONTANA 59601 

S B  175: Mandatory ln in lunizat ion f o r  School-aged C h i l d r e n  

Test imony by:  Edward Mares, Execu t i ve  D i r e c t o r ,  MNA 

On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  1300 members o f  t he  Montana Nurses'  A s s o c i a t i o n  
and e s p e c i a l l y  school nurses and p u b l i c  h e a l t h  nurses across Montana, I 
o f f e r  my f u l l  endorsement f o r  Senate B i l l  175. 

lmmunizat ion o f  school-aged c h i l d r e n  i s  an impor tan t  p r e v e n t i v e  h e a l t h  
measure wh ich  w i l l  guarantee t he  c o n t r o l  o f  v a r i o u s  communicable d iseases i n  
Montana. T h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  proposal  w i l l  g r e a t l y  a s s i s t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  goa l s  
o f  t h e  " Immunizat ion I n i t i a t i v e "  and insures  t h a t  our  c h i l d r e n  have been 
vacc ina ted  a g a i n s t  these s e r i o u s  d iseases.  

The s t a t e  Department o f  H e a l t h  has cooperated w i t h  l o c a l  h e a l t h  
depar tments  i n  i n s u r i n g  t h a t  r u r a l  immunizat ion c l i n i c s  a r e  p u b l i c i z e d  and 
success fu l .  SB 175 w i l l  n o t  i n v o l v e  a d d i t i o n a l  cos t s  t y p i c a l l y  assoc ia ted  
w i t h  implement ing a  mandated program because t he  immunizat ion serums a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  th rough  t he  S t a t e  H e a l t h  Department. 

The Montana Nurses'  A s s o c i a t i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  SB 175 i nc l udes  more than  
s u f f i c i e n t  exemptions whereby pa ren t s  may o p t  t o  n o t  have t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
immunized. The impor tan t  and most v a l u a b l e  aspect  of  t h i s  l e g i s f a t i o n  i s  
t h a t  immunizat ion records  f o r  school  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  f i n a l l y  be a v a i l a b l e  
s t a tew ide .  When t h e r e  i s  an ou tb reak  o f  a d isease,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  o f f i c i a l s ,  
school  nurses,  e t c .  th rough  t he  record-keeping w i l l  a t  l e a s t  know, which 
c h i l d r e n  have n o t  been immunized. - 

SB 175 i s  g r e a t l y  needed f o r  Montana. Reg is te red  nurses w i l l  a s s i s t  
i n  implement ing t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  and ENA urges a  do-pass recommendation. 



ATTACHPENT " F" 

Al ice  L. Amstrong, 
Vice Chairman 
kl&dmnP, Schoc.1 h r s e  I n t e r e s t  Group 

I support  Senate  B i l l  #175 f o r  t h e  fo l l o r i i ng  reasons:  

1. To Promote and Maintain good h e a l t h  i n  ch i ld ren .  

2. To Prevent d i s e a s e  which can cause s e r i o u s  complicat ions i n  some 
chi]-dren. 

The Montana School Nurse I n t e r e s t  Gro$p suppor ts  t h i s  bill s i n c e  it 
p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  herzlth and w e l l  be ing  o f  ch i ldren .  As a member6 of t h a t  

I an i n  f u l l  support  of Seante  Siil #1-75. 



ATTACEMENT "G" 

I am C a t h e r i n e  Brown, School  & County Nurse,  Cut Ijank School  D i s t r i c t  815. I am 3 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  Mr. Wil l iam Cooper, S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  Schoo l s  who is u n a b l e  t o  b e  h e r e .  
I have worked f o r  t h e  County and School  D i s t r i c t  d l 5  f o r  twenty  t h r e e  y e a r s .  B 

The s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  adopted t h e  immunization requ i rement  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r i n g  
s c h o o l  shou ld  b e  immunized a g a i n s t  DPT, P o l i o ,  Xubeola and R u b e l l a .  We have n e v e r  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s  law beyond c o n s t a n t  r eminders  and a  few " g e n t l e "  t h r e a t s .  
Our problem i s  t h a t  a f t e r  we g e t  them i n  f o r  a  beg inn ing  inimunization we have t o  

8 
c o n s t a n t l y  remind t h e  p a r e n t s  t o  r e t u r n ,  o r  they  never  go back.  I t  i s  a l l  due  t o  g e n e r a l  
a p a t h y  on t h e  p a r t  of p a r e n t s  and i t  i s  n o t  a  g r e a t  p r i o r i t y  f o r  them. I 

L a s t  S p r i n g  we had a  b i g  d r i v e  t o  b r i n g  a l l  c h i l d r e n  up t o  t o p  l e v e l s  of  immunizat ion 
I n  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  p a r e n t s ,  we o f f e r e d  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p ,  a l s o  f o r  any p a r e n t s  who had R e l i g i o u  I 
Medical  o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and l e t  u s  know a b o u t  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  
d i f f i c u l t y .  

We had o n e  r e q u e s t  f o r  f i n a n a c i a l  h e l p  and two m e d i c a l  exempt ions  and onpparen t  w i t h  I 
R e l i g i o u s  r e a s o n s .  The m e d i c a l  exempt ions  were o n l y  asked Eor R u b e l l a .  We brough t  o u r  l e v e l  
of immunizat ion up a t  l e a s t  20% and a l s o  completed many immunizat ions  t h a t  had been ne- 
g l e c t e d .  We used t h e  l o c a l  law w i t h  t h r e a t  of s u s p e n s i o n .  We s t i l l  have  a few i n  o u r  
e l e w n t a r y  g r a d e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  immunized c o m p l e t e l y .  We have n o t  had a d r i v e  i n  t h e  h i n h  

I 
. - - 

s c h o o l  e x c e p t  f o r  meas les .  

I t ' s  a  d i s g r a c e  t h a t  t h e  s h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  immunized a s  i n f a n t s  a s  a l l  t h e s e  p reven t -  
a b l e  d i s e a s e s  have t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of  deny ing  c h i l d r e n  

I 
Records  have been a r e a l  problem a l l  over  t h e  s t a t e .  Some uniEorm t y p e  of  r e c o r d i n g  

and someone r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  t o  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  done must be  implemented.  
t r a n s f e r  o f  t h i s  r e c o r d  must a l s o  b e  a s s u r e d .  

The I 
I t  i s  good t o  have a  l o c a l  law b u t  we were never  s u r e  whether  we wanted t o  r e s t  i t  - 

we used i t  as a  " s t i c k " .  A S t a t e  law would g l v e  u s  h e l p  t o  e n f o r c e  o u r  l o c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  



ATTACHMENT "H" 

F I m G  3 N  DT4UNI'UTIO~J BILL 
CAPITOL EUILDIXG 

Roon 410 1:00 P.M. 

Gene Dillman, Superintendent  School D i s t r i c t s  
4, 47 & 2 

The Whitehall  School Board adopted a pol icy ,  i n  November of l577, t h a t  

d i r e c t e d  each c h i l d  ( K - 1 2 )  to meet these  minimal immunization requirenents:  

Four Dmls and th ree  pol io  ( a t  l e a s t  one of  each 
given a f t e r  zge 3 ) ;  

One rube l l a ;  

One rubeola. 
, 

Requirements were t o  be met by September 6, 1978, o r  s tudents  would n o t  be 

p e ~ n i t t e d  t o  a t t end  school u n t i l  accomplished. 

I n  p repara t ion  f o r  carrying o u t  t h e  ebove pol icy ,  t h e  school n u r s e ,  

h i t h  s e v e r a l  he lpe rs ,  went through a l l  hea l th  record3 p r i c r  to Fay of 1978 

to  determine those s tuden t s  i n  need of imrminizations. 

Two f r e e  c l i n i c s  were held p r i o r  to the  end of the  school year in 

June of 1978 f o r  t h e  purpose of updating i m m i z a e '  brans. 

Parents  cooperated, genera l ly ,  with a few exceptions, m d  a week a f t e r  

the  opening of  school i n  September the re  were about t h i r t y  s tudents  o u t  of 

a t o t a l  enrollment of 750 who were not  completely i ~ m i z e d ,  most of which 

were new s tuden t s .  By January 10, 1979, a l l  s tudent  irmmrnizations were 

cornple t e  . 
The g r e a t e s t  prcblen encountered. was g e t t i n g  parents  t o  make i m i z a -  

t i o n s  r e c o ~ d s  a v a i l a b l e  to school personnel for checking. The only o t h e r  

problem, which involved only a f e w  pa ren t s ,  was res i s t ance  to the  Board 

pol icy .  



d MONTANA CO(JGi(E5-5 Of PARENTS AND TEACH.% 

ATTACHMENT " I 'I 

5855 Pinewood La. 
Kisscula, Mt. 59801 
January 28, 1979 

Senate Health Committee 
Capitol Building 
Helena, Mt. 59601 

Eear Senators: 

The Xontana Congress of Parents and Teachers supports S.B. 175 requiring mandatory 
immunization of all school children in Montana. 

Because all children are required to attend school, they must be protected fron 
com~ur~icable diseases they may be exposed to st school. The only tray this can be 
done is to require imqunizaticn before entering school, as is required in 44 states 

Ke support the requirement in this bill for inmunizations for diptheria, pertussis, 
tet&?us, polio, rubella and rubeola. We support the exemptions on religious and 
mezical grounds at parental request. 

We zsk that mumps be included as a disease to be immunized against. Permanent 
deafness that neither hearing aids nor surgery can help can result £ram r r t m p s .  
Because this tragedy can be prevented by inimunization, we request it be included 
in this bill. 

The 1978 P I T A  Cocvention adopted a resolution allowing only religious and medical 
rezsons for exemptions. We would request you to consider removing "personal" 
fron this bill, closing a loop-hole which could reduce the number of children 
immunized and, therefore, the effectiveness of the program. 

prevention of diseases that can cause physical or mental damage to children-- 
and all of these diseases do--can be defended cn the monetary grounds of 
reducing the number of children who will have to be educated in special education 
classes that are much more expensive than reqular classes. 

But, nore importantly, one child spared the heartache of mental or physical 
damaqa caused by a disease which could have been prevented by immunization is 
reason enough to pass this bill, 

Sincerely, 

>!artha L. Onishuk 
bPTA Legislative Co-ordinator 
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ATTACHMENT " J I' 

January 29, 1979 

TEST 1blO:xY 
t iB  175 - PUPIL  Ii\2lllSiZ:I?'IOS 

given by 

H a r r i e t t  bleloy, Chairperson 
Board o f  Pub1 i c  Education 

At its aecting of  i)ecein>er 12, 1978, t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  
Education un3ninously adopted a r e 5 o l u t i o n  f avor ing  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  r q u i r i n g  t h e  i m u r i z a ~ i o n  of school c h i l d r c n .  

Tlle r e s o l u t i o n  is a t t ached  and rca2.: as fo l lo lcs  (see a t -  
tached resol::tion) : 

Ilouse E i l l  175 addresses t h e  Board 's  concern about  t h i s  
c r u c i a l  n a t i e r  and the Board of  Pc3lic Educatioil urges 
your  support  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

FilCii'f,!..-l ; ( i i :  p:sF;c 
! : f .H ! ' .Y ; ;  F. ?.'!LLER 

A:SlSrPt;.'j TO THE BO,\RT: 



+ I  J. Lynch 
- ' f i J  

'.n D tune+, jsn I\'iIEISi\S, a.n estimrrtccl 80,003 c h i l d r e n  i n  Fiontana under 
-2g5 age 15 a r e  inaGequately p ro t ec t c r l  a g a i n s t  one o r  more of t h e  
j r$s A. J ~ > r . u n  

.22 :  f3:ls seven  ch i ldhoad  d i s e a s e s  y r c v e n t a b l e  by i m ~ u n n i a t i o n ;  a.nd 
?r:srie iV. K:zs 
.?r e x  

!rriet C .  LT?;CY. V ~ C ~  Chairwoman VfiIERE.AS, h!ontana had tl-le h i g h e s t  c a s e  r a t e  i n  the n a t i o n  

RICk!LF:: L (RICK) R E E  
f,!/,.m.YrJ F. I.:ICLER 

ASSISiAEiTS 10 TilC : P 

- 
f o r  measles  i n  1977; and 

II?IEREAS, t h e  c a s c  r a t e  o f  n e z l s e s  h a s  been approximate ly  
twice a s  h igh  i n  t h o s e  s t a t e s  v;.ithout s t a t e w i d e  imilunizat ion 
requi re inents  f o r  s c h o s l  e n t r y  a s  i n  t h e  s t a t e s  w i th  s u c h  r c -  
qu i r enzn  t s ; 2nd 

V2iiEREAS, !.!.cl;ltnr;3 i s  one o f  on ly  s i x  s t a t e s  and terri- 
t o r i e s  ;;l~ic:-~ ,1;5.;5 not  have s?a t e \ - i i s c  i n m n i z a i i o n  laws  o r  
resulations f o r  a l l  school  c h i l d r e n ;  ancl 

kTIEKEAS, th? c u r r e n t  laic a1 lowing l o c a l  school  d i s t r i c t s  
t o  requi re  i ~ - ~ m i z a t i o n s  h a s  becn f r e q u e n t l y  notadooptcd  and, 
where adopted,  g e n e r a l l y  unenforced ancl i n e f f e c t i v e ;  and  

1 
\cTIEREAS, c a s e s  and even ou tb reaks  of irnnunizable c h i l d -  

hood diseases  con t inue  t o  occu r  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  l lontana;  

II 
TIIEr\EFO!E, BE I T  R E S O L V I 3  t h a t  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  IJduca- 

t i o n  does  hereby suppor t  and u r g e  t h e  passage  of l e g i s l a t i o n  
1 

(at t h e  next  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n )  which xi11 c r e a t c  a  s t a t e -  
wide ir.sj;:unization requi rement  fo r  a l l  school  c h i l d r e n  i n  
l iontana;  and 

BE I T  FIIRTHER RESO1,VED t h a t  such  a  la \< a l l o i i  f o r  cn- 
force~i len t  by exc lus ion ,  and a l l o w  f o r  exemption f o r  medica l ,  
r e l i g i o u s ,  and pe r sona l  r e a s o n s  vhen recorded  i n  wr i t i ng .  

HARRIETT C. MEI,OY 
V I C E  CtIATI{P~O!.LC4 



ATTACHYENT "K" 

. Senate B i l l  No, 175 Lvmunization Eiea r ing S e r ~ t e  Eealth Room 410 
1:00 P.&I. Jan, 29, 1979 

I am David Laclcman , Diplomate i n  h u n o l o g y  of the  her i t an  Board of F tc rob io lom ; 

l and lobbyist f o r  t h3  Kontana iioalth Association . I an t e s t i f y i n g  i n  sxpport 
of Senate 3111 175, 'When the  3ozrci of Hsalth was created on Farch 15, 1901 , 
one of th ree  pressing problems was mallpox.  Vaccination was responsible f o r  re legat int  
t h i s  d i sease  t o  h i s to ry  i n  Montana, When pr isoners  of war from t h s  North Afr ican  
Campaign a r r ived  i n  my camp ( Cmp Hood) , t k ~ y  brought v i r u l s n t  d iphther ia  with 
them. It spread to chi ldren i n  the  c i v i l i a n  v f l l sge  and there  were f a t a l i t i e s .  
Since then w e  have been continually ftrccad 55th the  t h r e a t  of diphtheria and i n a s  
appeared i n  Montana i n  recent  years. Childhood vaccination i s  Laportant ir, elin- 
ina t ing  t h i s  disease. gntcjward react ions  mag occurr xhen t h i s  vaccins i s  administered 
t o  adults .  Among m-1 worst recollectioris  i s  t h a t  of p o l i q e l i t i s  epidemics i n  t h e  
t h i r t i e s ,  Such epidemics have disappeared because of the developencnt of an 
e f f sc t ive  vaccine, Monetheless , r e s u l t s  of t e s t s  t~ detem-tne t h e  l e v e l  of Immunity 
t o  po l io  i n  Montana r e v e a l 4  t ha t  o n l j  30 psrcsnt  of t he  population was imnu-~s t o  
a l l  t h r ee  types. Therefore , the  t h r e a t  of a return of epideaics  =ists unless 
w e  can vaccinate as vigorously as vhen t he  p r d n c t  f i r s t  came out. 

Eeasles ard Gernzzn measles a r e  other d isease  against  which an e f f ec t i ve  vaccine hss  
been developed recently. Yet wo still have epidemics of these  dis%ases ,  Measles 
sometimes causes serious complications resu l t ing  i n  death o r  permanent d i s a b i l i t y .  
Accur;lulating evldsnce s i~gges t s  t h a t  viru3.0nt v i rus  i s  one of those  v i ruses  which can 
t r i g g e r  the  onset  of mul t ip le  sc le ros i s ,  Goman measles , c o n t r a c t d  during 
pregnancy , causes a varisty of b i r t h  defscts .  

My experience , and t h a t  of others ir, inmunology , has shownthat  c o e ~ c i o n  and 
subsidizat ion i s  necessary f o r  success i n  some preventive medicine prog-ms, This 
i s  unfortanate - but it i s  a f a c t  of l i f e  . W 3  urge a DO PASS r2cl;x~endation 
f o r  t h i s  b i l l ,  
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