
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVEPaPENT COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

JANUARY 2 7 ,  1979 

The meet ing of t h e  Local  Government Committee was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman, Sena to r  George McCallum, 
on January  2 7 ,  1 9 7 9  a t  1:30 i n  Room 405 of  t h e  S t a t e  
C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  

ROLL CALL: A 1 1  members were p r e s e n t .  

S e v e r a l  v i s i t o r s  were i n  a t tendance .  (See a t t achmen t . )  

CONSIDEFUITION O F  SENATE BILL 143: Sena to r  Robert  D. 
W a t t  of Sena te  D i s t r i c t  49, co-sponsor of Sena te  B i l l  143,  
gave a b r i e f  resume of t h e  b i l l .  T h i s  b i l l  i s  an a c t  t o  
reduce  t h e  t e r m  of  o f f i c e  f o r  county conmiss ioners  from 
s i x  y e a r s  t o  f o u r  y e a r s .  Sena tor  Watt s t a t e d  t h a t  he has  
seen  v e r y  f e w  commissioners r e - e l e c t e d  t o  a second term 
of o f f i c e  and perhaps  i f  t h i s  b i l l  was enac t ed ,  more com- 
m i s s i o n e r s  would be  r e - e l ec t ed .  

Sandy S a r g e n t ,  a  former Study Commissioner from Park 
County r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Environmental In format ion  Cente r ,  
spoke i n  f a v o r  of  SB 143. M r s .  Sa rgen t  f i l e d  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n M  
(See a t tachment . )  

Chairman McCallum then  c a l l e d  on t h e  opponents t o  
SB 143. 

M r .  R. Dean Zinnecker from t h e  Montana Assoc i a t i on  
of Count ies  spoke a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l .  M r .  Zinnecker s t a t e d  
t h a t  f o r  most commissioners, t h e  job i s  pa r t - t ime  and i t  
t a k e s  most of t h e  s i x  y e a r s  t o  r e a l l y  l e a r n  a l l  t h e  l a w s  
r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  county governments. For a more e f f i c i e n t  
government, s i x  y e a r s  i s  b e t t e r  t han  f o u r  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  
t e r m  o f  commissioner. 

E d i t h  Cox, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f .  
County T r e a s u r e r s ,  f e l t  t h a t  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  
county o f f i c i a l s  t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  new commissioners 
eve ry  two yea r s .  

With no f u r t h e r  opponents o r  proponents ,  Sena to r  Watt 
made t h e  c l o s i n g  remarks. Sena to r  Watt s t a t e d  t h a t  people  
who run  f o r  o f f i c e  of  county commissioner are w e l l  
a cqua in t ed  w i t h  t h e  job a l r eady .  H e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  
t h i s  b i l l  would a f f e c t  t h e  county t r e a s u r e r s ,  no r  did 
he f e e l  t h a t  it would be a l l  bad t o  have two commissioners 
running  f o r  o f f i c e  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  Sena to r  Watt d i d  
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1 

n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  b i l l  had much m e r i t .  
I 

There were no q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  committee. 1 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL  4 4 :  Rep resen ta t ive  A r t  
Shelden of Hcuse Distr ict  2 2 ,  gave a  b r i e f  resume of  t h e  
b i l l .  T h i s  b i l l  i s  an act t o  m e n d  T i t l e  50, Chapter  60, 
P a r t  1, and 3 ,  t o  conform wi th  p rev ious ly  e n a c t e d  a u t h o r i t y  
f o r  c o u n t i e s  t o  adopt  b u i l d i n g  codes.  Represen ta t ive  
ShePden r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  book e n t i t l e d :  "Montana's Sub- 
d i v i s i o n  Laws: Problems and P rospec t s . "  

I 
1 

Mike S t e p h e n s t r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  
sf Count ies ,  spoke i n  f avo r  of  t h e  b i l l .  

Chairman McCallum then  asked f o r  opponents t o  House 
B i l l  44 .  

I 
1 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Walter  S a l e s  of  House Dis t r i c t  7 9 ,  , I 
s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  he had r e a l i z e d  what t h i s  b i l l  r e a l l y  s t a t e d ,  
he  would n o t  have vo ted  f o r  it when it was i n  t h e  House. 
Represen ta t ive  S a l e s  o f f e r e d  an amendment. (See a t t a c h x e n t . )  

P e t e r  Jackson  of  Har r i son ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  h imse l f  as a 
r a n c h e r ,  spoke a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l .  M r .  Jackson s t a t e d  t h a t  1 
he d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  of t k c o u n t y  be ing  a b l e  t o  have a s a y  4 
on farm and ranch  b u i l d i n g s .  

Dale Davis spoke on beha l f  of t h e  G a l l a t i n  County 
A g r i c u l t u r e  P r o t e c t i o n  Assoc ia t ion .  M r .  Davis s t a t e d  t h a t  
he had checked t h i s  b i l l  thoroughly and it mandates a l l  
b u i l d i n g s .  M r .  Davis a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Sub-d iv i s ion  1 
Book. T h i s  b i l l  would i n c l u s e d  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  I 
Cos t  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  i n c r e a s e ,  because peop le  w i l l  f e e l  
t h a t  t h e y  have t o  h i r e  a c o n t r a c t o r .  Taxes w i l l  i n c r e a s e ,  
because of t h e  need f o r  more i n s p e c t o r s .  

Sena to r  Mike Anderson of  D i s t r i c t  40 s t a t e d  t h a t  
people  i n  h i s  area are concerned because of farm b u i l d i n g s  
be ing  on t h e  b i l l .  H e  asked t h e  Committee t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
fa rmers  and r anche r s .  i 

Mons Tiegen,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Stockgrowers  ( 

and t h e  Montana Woolgrowers, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  has  some 
r e a l  problems and would l i k e  f o r  t h e  Committee t o  remove 
farm and ranch b u i l d i n g s  from t h e  b i l l .  
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Gerald  T. N e i l s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Logging 
~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  HB 4 4  w a s  an  unworkable 
i n v a s i o n  which i s  unenforceab le  and unnecessary.  

Sharon P e t e r s o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  W. I .  F. E. , spoke 
i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l .  

Represen ta t ive  Shelden made t h e  c l o s i n g  remarks. H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  as  he  unders tands  t h e  b i l l  t h e r e  would be no 
more laws,  o n l y  c l a r i f y  t h e  l o c a l  governments p r e s e n t  laws. 

Sena to r  McCallum t h e n  opened t h e  meeting t o  a q u e s t i o n  
and answer p e r i o d  from t h e  Committee, however, no a c t i o n  
w a s  t a k e n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 102: Th i s  b i l l  i s  i n  r e g a r d s  
t o  t h e  l i c e n s u r e  of ce s spoo l ,  s e p t i c  t ank ,  and p r i v y  c l e a n i n g  
bus ines s .  

A motion was made by Sena tor  Thomas t h a t  Sena te  B i l l  102,  
r e c e i v e  a "DO PASS" recommendation from t h e  Committee. 
The motion d i d  n o t  c a r r y .  (See a t tachment . )  

Sena to r  S t o r y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  on ly  about  50 
people  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would a f f e c t ,  and t h e s e  
people  probably have never heard of t h e  b i l l .  Sena to r  
S t o r y  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  not f e e l  t h a t  SB 102 add res se s  
t h e  problem a s  it e x i s t s ,  and he i s  a g a i n s t  i n c r e a s e d  
r e g u l a t i o n .  

A motion w a s  made by Sena tor  S t o r y  t h a t  SB 102 r e c e i v e  
a "DO NOT PASS" recommendation. Motion c a r r i e d .  (See 
a t tachment . )  

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 143: This  b i l l  r e g a r d s  
changing of t h e  commissioners term from 6 y e a r s  t o  4 yea r s .  

A motion was made by Sena tor  Lockrem t h a t  SB 143 
r e c e i v e  a "DO PASS" recommendation. Motion f a i l e d .  (See 
a t tachment .  ) 

Sena to r  Rasmussen s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  t h i s  b i l l  would 
make f o r  b e t t e r  government and t h a t  it would be a good 
p o s i t i v e  change. 

Sena to r  McCallwn s t a t e d  t h a t  he i s  concerned about  two 
commissioners be ing  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  same t ime,  and o f f -yea r  
e l e c t i o n s  could  a l s o  c r e a t e  a problem. 
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Senator  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  commissioners r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  people .  He then  s t a t e d  t h a t  s i x  y e a r s  i s  t o o  long 
f o r  a  bad commissioner, however, n o t  long enough f o r  a  
good commissioner. 

Sena tor  Thomas made a motion t h a t  Senate  B i l l  1 4 3  
r e c e i v e  a  "DO NOT PASS" recommendation from t h e  Committee. 
Motion c a r r i e d .  (See a t tachment .  ) 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 4 4 :  A motion was made by 
S e n a t o r  O'Hara t h a t  House B i l l  4 4 ,  r e c e i v e  a  "DO NOT PASS" 
recommendation from t h e  Committee. Motion c a r r i e d .  (See 
a t t achmen t . )  

DISPOSITION OF SENATE B I L L  135: Th i s  b i l l  i s  r ega rd ing  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of r u r a l  and urban s t r e e t s  
and roads  w i t h  funds  from c o a l  t a x .  

A motion was made by Sena tor  Lockrem t h a t  Sena te  B i l l  
135 r e c e i v e  a  "DO PASS" reconmendation from t h e  Committee. 
Seconded by Sena to r  Thomas. 

Sena to r  Conover asked what does  t h i s  b i l l  do  t o  t h e  
Coal Tax Hearings? Sena tor  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  
i s  j u s t  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  c o a l  t a x ,  no th ing  new. 

Sena tor  Lockrem a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  if t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
&.going t o  be under t h e  t h r e a t  of t h e  c o a l  t a x ,  w e  w i l l  
be h e r e  u n t i l  n e x t  November 1st. 

Sena to r  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h e  amendments he would l i k e  
t o  s e e  i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  b i l l ,  such a s  r e i n s t a t e  t h e  words 
maintenance and r e p a i r  and a l s o  on page 6 , l i n e  7,  change 
t h e  word c o n t r a c t  and add t h e  word c o s t .  

A d i s c u s s i o n  then  a r o s e  a s  t o  t h e  percen tage  of money 
t o  go t o  t h e  c i t y  and money t o  go t o  t h e  county. Sena to r  
S t o r y  sugges ted  perhaps  a  60/40  s p l i t .  

Sena to r  Lockrem po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  t h e  popu la t ion  r u n s  
2 t o  1 of people  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y  a s  i n  t h e  sur rounding  
a r e a s .  

Sena to r  Thomas suggested perhaps  a  75/25 s p l i t  would 
be ag reeab le .  

Sena to r  S t o r y  made a motion t h a t  70 p e r c e n t  go t o  t h e  
c i t y  and 30 p e r c e n t  go t o  t h e  county.  Motion c a r r i e d .  
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A motion was made by Senator Lockrem that the Senate 
Bill 135, receive a "DO PASS" recommendation, as amended. 
~ o t i o n  carried unanimously. 

ADJOURN: The meeting adjourned at 3:00 with the next 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, January 30, 1979 at 12:30 for 
the hearing of Senate Bill 216 and Senate Bill 237. 

, / . / ( / / ? . < ~ ' G  
'CHATR.M-~,?; Senator George McCallum 



UucL J A N .  2 7 ,  19 

ROLL CALL 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

4 6 t h  LEGISLATIVE SESSION - 1 9 7 9  1 

Each Day A t t a c h  to M i n u t e s .  

SENATE 



SENATE EfQUTEE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Dab Januarv  2 7 ,  1 9 7 9 ~ e o a t ~  B i l l  No* 1 0 2  T h e  2:25 

NAME YES rn 
r 

LLOYD LOCKREM, V I C E  CHAIRMAN 1 / 
I 

MAX CONOVER 

BOB PETERSON 1 1 P' 

L- 

J E S S E  A. O'HARA /' 

A. T .  (TOM) RASMUSSEN P' 

PETE STORY 

ROBERT D.  WATT 

I 
i I 

! I - 
B I L L  THOMAS 1 

bt-on: A motion w a s  m a d e  by Senator THornas  t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  

1 0 2 ,  receive a "DO PASS" r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  M o t i o n  f a i l e d .  

// 

(include enough information on &on--p~t with yellcw of 
carrYnittee report.) 



SENATE cDMIm LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Date Janua ry  2 7 ,  1 9 7 9  Senate B i l l  No. 102 Time 2:30 

NAME YES NO 
I 

r 

I 

Wtion: A motion was made by Senator S t o r v  that Senate B i l l  

1 0 2  receive a "DO NOT P A S S "  recommendation. Motion carried. 

C m 7 E  M r f m .  C m N  

LLOYD LOCKREM, V I C E  CHAIRMAN 

MAX CONOVER 

JESSE A. O'HARA 

BOB PETERSON 

A .  T.  (TOM) RASMUSSEN 

PETE STORY 

BILL THOMAS 

ROBERT D.  WATT 

(include enough infomtion on nation-put w i t h  yellwd cqy of 
ornmittee reprt. ) 

I /  

V' 

L/ 

P' 

L/ 

V 

V' 

/ 

I 



SENAm @zlXWmm LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

DabTANUARY 27, 1 9 7 9  Senate  B i l l .  No. 143 T i m  2:40 

LLOYD LOCKREM, V I C E  CHAIRMAN // 

mt-on: A motion w a s  made by Sena tor  Lockrem t h a t  Sena te  B i l l  

MAX CONOVER 

J E S S E  A. O'HARA 

BOB PETERSON 

A. T .  (TOM) RASMUSSEN 

PETE STORY 

BILL THOMAS 

ROBERT D.  WATT 

143 r e c e i v e  a "DO PASS" recommendation. Motion f a i l e d .  

(include ersough information on mion--put w i t h  yzllc~z~ of 
amnittee report.) 

I I 

I / - 

W 

L/ 

L--- 

C, 

2, 



SEXPiTE CCM4ITEX LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Date JANUARY 27 ,  1979 S e n a t ?  Bill No. 1 4 3  The 2:50 

A. T. (TOM) RASMUSSEN I /</ 
I 

~ = F I  ~ r r - -  

LLOYD LOCKFEN, VICE CHAIH4AN 

f?iAX CONOVER 

JESSE A. O'HARA 

BOB PETERSON 

1/' 

1 

PETE STORY 

ROBERT D.  WATT 
I 

I/ 

I,/ 

BILL THOMAS 

W t i 0 n : ~ o t i o n  was made bv Senator Thomas t h a t  S e n a t e  Bill 

receive a "DO NOT PASS" recoxrimendation. Mot-on carried. 

w 

/ /  

(include enough infomation on rrotion--put w i t h  y e l l m  mp.i of 
amittee report.) 



SENam cxZMImm LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Datc JANUARY 2 7 ,  19 79 House B i l l  No. 4 4  The 2:55 

mtm YES NO 
I 

f m  MPC- 

I,LOYD LOCKREM, VICE CHAIKJIAN / 

MAX CONOVER 

BOB PETERSON I I W 

~f 

JESSE A. O'HARA 

A. T.  (TOM) RASMUSSEN / 1 
I 

/ 

PETE STORY 
I 

I /  I 
I 

BILL THOMAS 

Secretary 

ti." 

ROBERT D. WATT 

pation: A mi nn was made by Senator O'Hara that House Bill 44, 

receive a "DO NOT PASS" recommendation. Motion carried, 

i t 

// 

(include enough infomticn  on ration-put w i t h  yellud -1 of 
a r m i t t e e  report.) 



BILL 

- 'SEh 

SENATE COMMITTEE 

VISITORS' REGISTER 

Please n o t .  b i l l  no. 
{check one) 

NAME REPRESENTING BILL #  SUPPORT^ 

i 
. . 

P L E A S E  LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WIT11 SECRETARY I 



STAWBItiG CQilEi?t!lTTEE REPORT 

Presicimt : 
MR. .............................................................. 

Local Gavernin-,nt ..................................................................................................................................... We, your committee on  ................... 

Senate having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bill No ........ J.3.2.. r 

......................................................... Respectfully report as follows: That  .................................  en^?.^$?.. Bill ~0..13.-5., ....... 
h t r o d u c e d  b i l l  was unaninously passed as ar6icnded, 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following : " ,90US ; " 
Strike: "L)UETI!JG AUT113RIZATION FOR CERTAIIJA 

2 .  T i t l e ,  line 7. 
P a l l w i n g :  l i n e  G 
St r ike :  'FL'MDIMC OF IIAI3TEZJilMCi: =?D .REPAIR O F  SGCii P,C)N)S; - 
3. Page 48 l i n e  2 .  
Following: "constructionn 
S t r i k e :  "ands 
Inset2 a,T 

Follo~akig: "recr~r?s t ruc t ion~ 
Insert: ", wintonance, and repairM 

STATE PUB. C O .  
Helena. Mont. 

Cont inued .................................................................................................... 
Chairman. 



Senate Local .  Govcmm-ent 
Seaate Bh13 135 
Paga two 

4. Page 5 ,  7.  
f oblouhg r ' (a) " 
st;lsi3r~t: =arau 

5. Page 5 ,  Line 10, 
Bollmiag : @ (b) " 
Stxfkat ' 2 0 "  
Insert: C30Q 

6. Paga 5 ,  Line 25. 
Pelloshg a L i n e  14 
Strike r @ a d a  
Inssrrta bF 
p ~ l l ~ h g :  ' ~ ~ c o ~ ? s ~ c ~ P Q ~ ~  
Insert: ", &ntela&?eo, and xepairn 

8. Paga 6,alhne 8. 
Follosf ny z " r c t ~ n s ~ u c t f  an" 
X~sezt :  nabsntenanca, or re?airw 

V 

And, As so , wenddo iK) PASS 

J' 

. . ,  .................................................................................................... 
STATE PUB. CO.  Chairman. 

Helena. Mont. 



STANDIfdG COUFdiTTEE REPORT 

C .... ...................... .................. Sanmr 2.. 4.7 19 13.. 

........................ ............ MR. R ~ ~ & d e n t  

We, your committee on ............................... h3.caii..Gflvermaeat ........................................................................... 

having had under consideration ........................................en .................................................... Bili No. .... L4.3 ..... 

...... ..... ........................... ............................................................ Respectfully report as follows: That S ~ ~ a i x ?  Bill No 14.3 

................................................................................................. 
Chairman. 

STATE PUB. CO.  
Helena, Mont. 





MR. ............. P r e s i d e n t  ....................... 

.................................................................. ........................................ We, your committee on 

.................................................. .............................................. .... having had under consideration S k  Bil l  No. .... 

..... ..........'....................................................................................... ...... Respectfully report as foliows: That Bill No X.Q.2 

STATE PUB. C O .  
Helena. Mont. 

......... " ......................................................................................... 
Chairman. 
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PHONE: -- 3 (+ 7 2 

KCPRESENTING WHOM? 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: - -  

DO YOU: SUPPORT? PAEND? - - OPPOSE? 
I 

COMMENTS : 
I 

 LEASE LEAVE ANY PRCPARISI) STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY. 

J 
I 



ADDRESS : 23% ,,,d 7 % ~  - 

A P P E A R I N G  ON WHICH PROPOSAL: --- 

UO YOU:  SUPPORT? AMEND? OPPOSE? / 

~ ' L E A S E  LEAVE: M Y  PREPARED STATEMENTS WIT11 THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY. 



1 
. - NAME: - ------ 1)ATF:: 1 - - - --<L:)-- 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL : . yy --- 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? AMEND? OPPOSE? 

COMMENTS : 

l l r ,~p .SE LEAVE A N Y  PREPARE11 STATEMENTS WITH THE COFU4ITTEE SECRETARY. 



i" / + -  
A D D R E S S :  * / /[, CC 0 , - .-.A*. 4 =,a 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: 3, fit / '544 -- 

1~1 YOU: SUPPORT? AMEND 3 - OPPOSE? ,X 

 LEASE LEAVE APJY PREPARED STATEMENTS WIT11 THE CO!4!4ITTEE SECRETARY. 



ADDRESS : - 

REPPLSENTING WHOM? 
U 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: 58 / {3 ---- - 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? AMEND? OPPOSE? 6' 

COIsLPI'IENTS : 

I 'LEASJ~;  LEAVE ANY PREPAREil STATEMENTS WIT11 TEE CQSIMITTEE SECRETARY. 



REPRESENTING WHO147 J& 
APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: --- 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? OPPOSE? )( 

~ ' L E A S E  LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE CONMITTEE SECRETARY. 



I 

E P K E S E N T I N G  WHOM'? 
I 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: 
1 

I 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? AMEND? OPPOSE? 1 
/ .  

COMMENTS : 1 

i l ~ E A S E  LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY. 



APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: , . <  ., 
' /' , 

----- 

- $/ 
DO YOU: SUPPORT? AMEND? - OPPOSE? - 

I'LEASF: L,EAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WIT11 THE CONMITTEE SECRETARY. 



REPKESENTING WHOM? [,[ 1 <A- FeL= 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: (/ :/ --- 

DO Y O U :  SUPPORT? AMEND? OPPOSE? I-/ 

P L E A S E  LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITII THE COMHTTTEE SECPETARY. 



ADDRESS : 

REPRESENTING WHOM? b j  $!.,p-? - + $.*.a 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? MIEND ? - OPPOSE? 

COMMENTS : - 

- 
- 

- --- - 

. --- 

-- - 

\'LEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COf4MITTEE SECFXTARY. 



ADDRESS : 

REPKESENTING WHOM? 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL : -- 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? ,)(- AMEND? & OPPOSE? / 

COMMENTS : - 

PLEASE LEAVE ANY P Z P A R E D  STATEMENTS WIT11 THE COMMITTEE SECTXETARY. 



A D D R E S S  

t F-- 

APPEARING ON hXICH PROPOSAL: 5 /'-: ; A=./ 4 ---- 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? (,/ AMEND? - OPPOSE? 

~\L].:ASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITII THE COY&lITTEE SECRETARY. 





Testimony on Senate  B i l l  143 (Watt) : 

I am Sandy Sargent ,  a  former Study Commissioner from Park County, and 
I am t e s t i f y i n g  in  f u l l  support  o f  SB 143 f o r  both myself and t h e  Environ- 
mental Information Center .  

When hlontan:~ went th ru  t h e  Local Covcrrlnicnt Review process  f o u r  yea r s  
ago,  t h e  number one t o p i c  of  agreement amongst t h e  hundreds o f  Study Com- 
miss ioners  was t h e  sho r t en ing  of t h e  t e n s  f o r  county commissioners from 
6 t o  4 y e a r s .  

I t  was f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  would b r i n g  t h e i r  terms i n  l i n e  with t h o s e  o f  a l l  
o t h c r  l o c a l  co~in ty  o f f i c i a l s ,  who serve  four-year  terms - a s  well  a s  you 
S e n a t o r s ,  our  Congressional Representa t ives  and a l l  t h e  way t o  and inc lu -  
d ing  o u r  coun t ry ' s  P re s iden t .  

The r o l e  of  county commissioner has become more and more complicated,  
and, a l though i n  many in s t ances  t h e  s a l a r i e s  have a l s o  inc reased ,  many ex- 
c e l l e n t  candida tes  cannot a f f o r d  t o  run f o r  t h a t  ex t ens ive  an o f f i c e .  

Most important ,  however, i s  t h e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  of  t h e  commissioners t o  
t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  Those who a r e  good can always be r e e l e c t e d ,  bu t  t h e  
p u b l i c ' s  on ly  rou te  a t  p re sen t  t o  dispose of incompetent ones is  v i a  r e -  
c a l l  (which has never worked) o r  t h e  b a l l o t  box - s i x  yea r s  i s  an awful ly 
long t ime ! 

You have t o  s t and  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  every fou r  years  - your compat r io ts  
i n  t h e  House every two. Don't your c o n s t i t u e n t s  have t h e  same r i g h t  t o  
choose whether o r  not  t o  r e e l e c t  t h e i r  county comnissioners a t  l e a s t  
every fou r  yea r s?  Do you not  owe them t h a t  p r i v i l e g e ?  

Mrs. Leonard R.  Sargent  
former Park County Study 

Commissioner 






