
MINUTES 

FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January 25, 1979 

The fifth meeting of the Fish and Game Committee 
was called to order by Chairman Smith at 1:36 P.M., in 
Room 402 of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chairman Smith announced that the 
secretary had provided status sheets, indicating the out- 
come of hearings on bills, as well as the Committee minutes, 
for each member of the Committee to review. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 31, A BILL FOR AN 
ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A SEVEN-MEPIBER FISH 
AND GAME COMMISSION; TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT, TERM, 
QUALIFICATIONS, AND REMOVAL OF FISH AND GAME COMMISSIONERS; 
TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DE- 
PARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME BY THE COMMISSION; AND TO RAISE 
THE MINIMUM EXPENDITURE REQUIRING COMMISSION APPROVAL FROM 
$1,000 to $2,500. 

Chairman Smith opened the meeting to any remarks 
from the Committee, and asked if there were any proposed 
amendments to the bill. 

Senator Manley said he didn't feel he made himself 
clear at last Saturday's hearing. He said at that time, he 
was trying to bring out that if the Comission were changed 
from 5 to 7 members, they should simply be required to be 
citizens of the State of Montana, with no other qualifica- 
tions necessary. Senator Manley said this is the part of 
the bill that he, personally, resented the most. He felt 
that rather than requiring detailed qualifications, the 
Commissioners should simply be interested citizens. 

Chairman Smith said he, personally, was very clear 
about what Senator Manley was saying. 
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Senator Towe said his people would be willing to 
reduce the proposal from 7 to 5 Comissioners and also to 
eliminate the provision for an outfitter and guide. Chair- 
man Smith asked Senator Towe if he would still want the bill 
to read that the Commission would hire the Director. Senator 
Towe said the important part of the bill is to create a se- 
lection committee for the Commissioners. 

Senator Goodover mentioned that it had been agreed 
upon to eliminate the requirement for an outfitter and guide 
and asked if that meant also that the other members would 
still stay the same. Senator Towe said he would request 
that three Commissioners represent sportsmen's clubs and two 
represent the ranching or farming industries. 

Senator Goodover asked if the 10-year requirement 
would still be desired. Senator Towe replied that his group 
would agree to lower that to 5 years, if desired. 

Senator Manley said that if we are going to designate 
who the Commissioners are and how they are appointed, he 
would go back to his original argument. The fish and game 
of the State of Montana belong to its citizens. 

Senator Towe said perhaps the Committee would like 
to change the law to provide that there be no stipulations 
as to the Commissioner qualifications. He said his concern 
was that all 5 members could be appointed, and there would 
not be a provision that even one of them would have to be a 
landowner. 

Senator Manley said if the bill were going to stay 
with the qualifications, he would like to say that all of 
the Commissioners should be landowners. 

Senator Van Valkenburg asked if it would still be 
the case that the Director would serve at the pleasure of 
the Governor. This is his main concern about the bill. 

Senator Towe said, in checking with other states, 
they do have the Commission appointing the Director. He 
said the Southeastern Sportsmen's Association people feel 
that is the most important part of the bill. He said the 
bill could be changed to say the Director could be removed 
only for cause. He mentioned that the Board of Regents is 
a 7-member board, and he does serve at the pleasure of 
Board (the department head). He said this is not a new 
concept, and he doesn't see it as a conflict. 
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Chairman Smith asked Senator Towe to present the proposed 
amendments to the bill, which he did. (Refer to attached 
Standing Committee Report.) 

Senator Galt made a motion to accept the amendments 
presented by Senator Towe. 

Chairman Smith asked Senator Towe if he had ever 
heard of passing legislation that would become effective 
2 years later. Senator Towe said if the Committee felt 
that part of the bill was not appropriate, he did not have 
any strong feelings about it and would have no objection to 
changing it. 

Senator Towe then left the meeting. 

Senator Stirnatz seconded Senator Galt's motion to 
accept the amendments. The amendments were accepted. 

Senator Goodover said he didn't feel the Department 
head could be subservient to five Commissioners. He said 
he felt the Governor should appoint the Director, since the 
operation of state government is his responsibility. 

Senator Galt made a motion that SB 31, AS AMENDED, 
DO NOT PASS. 

Senator Van Valeknburg said the Committee's purpose 
was to make a compromise on this bill. He said we are attempt- 
ing to find out what the worst thing is about the bill. He 
expressed concern about the seven members and the Director 
serving at the pleasure of the Commissioners. He said he 
agreed that the bill should receive a do not pass recommen- 
dation. 

Senator Goodover seconded the motion that SB 31, 
AS AMENDED, DO NOT PASS. 

DISPOSITION OF SB 31: by unanimous vote, SB 31 was 
sent out of committee, "And, as so amended, DO NOT PASS." 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chairman Smith announced that SB 
227 would be considered by the Committee on February 1, at 
1:30 P.M. 

ADJOURNMENT: Senator Manley made a motion for ad- 
journment. Chairman Smith adjourned the meeting at 2:30 P.M. 
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PR3SIDS:IT .............................................................. MR. 

FISil  X.40 G&L: ......................................................................................................................................... Vie, your committee on .............. 

SEiJATE .................................................................................................................. .................. 31 having had under consideration Bill No 

SZ'IATE ............................................................................................................ ................... 31 Respectfully report as follows: That Bi l l  No 

ii:.i;rcl.ilccd bill, be .-!cridcd as follows: 

1. T i t l e ,  l i n a s  4 an6 5.  
Folloving : "FOX" 
Strike : "A SSVC:;-:=bllJEP, FISi1 A.13 G?2'S CO:T-!ISSIO:;; TO PROVIDE FOR:' 

2 .  Pagc 1, l i n e  25. 
Following: "GBvc" 
Strike: "seven" - - -- 
In se r t :  " five" 

3 .  Page 2, l i n e  3 .  
Follor.ring: "d i sk r i e t s "  
S t r i k e :  'regions" 
Izscrt: adistriTtsn 

(continued) 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena. Mont. 

.................................................................................................... 
SRtJA'i'OR En S1.5iTiT Chairman. 



o . . S c ~ t a  Fish  & Gate Cornittoo 
C 

$ 4. P n g c 2 ,  l i n e d .  
F ~ l ~ ~ w i n g  : "i3&.3k~&eb," 
S t r i k a :  "*ionA -* 

fcsert: m D i ~ t ~ i ~ t *  

- 
Strike: "Flathead --A Lakc, Lincoln,-ar,d S o n h r s Y  - 
Insert t .=coln, Plnt i~cad,  Sanders, L s h ,  Nizernl, % i ~ o o u l a ,  

P w e l l ,  Ravslli, Craitc, Lewis and Clarkn 

6, Page 2, lioe 8. 
Polloving: "ais$r&cCa 
Str ike  a "Regionw 
Insert: *iTfiiIctu 

7. Page 2 ,  lisas 10 a d  12. 
Bollwingr *Gra~s"  - 
Strike: 'Deer Lodge, G r a a i t c ,  Xineral ---L -----,- Piissoula, Posrell --f sad RnvalliF -- -- 
Insert: Te@r-~odga, S-r 3md, Bcavctrlmad, tiadson, Jeff crsoa, 

Broa&dat@r, Gallatin, Park, end S~eet G X E S S ~  

8. Page 2 ,  l d n c  12, 
Following: Qf&sk~Pc~R 
Strike : Reyf 03" 

) Insert: mDistrict" 

S t r i k e  2 ' -,-- ~ e s . ~ e r h e n i l ,  Eroailwatcr . Gallatin, Jef f  e r ~ ~ n . t ~ ; a d i ~ q ~ ~ ~ a r ~ z ,  
&id S 21-ver Gcu~' 
----1- 

Inser t :  "Glacier, Toole, Liberty, B i l l ,  Poildara, Toton, Choateau, 
Cascade, Judit4 Besin, Psrgus, nlainr?, Iicaghcr, and ?-iheatlandfl 

19. Page 2, line 17. 
F o l l o ~ ~ i n g :  'B&3kr4ek" 
Skr ikc :  "&m-jlon* 
rnaertt "Diutrfet" 

1 .  Page 2 ,  lines 19 through 21. 
Following: " W&Sawfl - 
Str ike:  cCascade, ---- Chooteau. Perrjus, Glecier ---.I-____~.. Judith Basin, Lewis 
cnd Clark, Libcrtv l-:swjher, Petroleum, Pondera Tntcn and ~i'dihe* --- r - ' -  _1_2_- 

------'&.I- 
: " ~ h f l l i p s .  Valley, Danzelo, Sheridon, Rwocvclk,  ~ e t r o l o ~ ,  

Cnr-Eield, hicCane, Ricblsnil, Ilwson, and WiSaus" 

120 Page 2 ,  bdno 22. 
Following: mi3&3-&ekm 
Etr ikc:  "Region'" 
Xnssrt: sDistricta 

1 
(continued) 

STATE PUB. C O .  
Helena. Mont. 

.......................... 
Chairman. 
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- 
Jmdsry 26, 

& .................................................................... 19 ............ 7 9  

) 13. Page 2, l i n e  2 5  through line 2 on page 3.  
Follo*;~icg : " P ~ a i r & a *  
S t r i k e :  mEighorn, Carbon, Goldca 3 7 ~ 1 9 ,  Kussolshell, Stillvater, -- ~ w e e  t GI:=.~ I I---- i!hcair3-azld,;~~~o~l~~: 

3 
1 n m W G o l d o n  ~allcy ~ u s s c ~ o h c l l ,  ~ t ~ l l w a t c t ,  Carboa, Yollwstone, 

I 
8ig Horn, Trrasurc, Rosebud, Custer,m* nit.?=, -a, zauoa,d 

14. Page 3, lines 3 through 7 .  
Strike:  sllbsectiurns (f) and (g) ftl t h e i r  ontiwcty 

15. P a ~ e  3, line 9. 
Foll@.qfng: " tbm* 

I 
S t r i k e  : * f ow- 
Insert: mthzi5~m 1 
1 Page 4 ,  Pine 5 ,  
FollovPng : leastu 
Striker s l O R  

17, Page 4 ,  I h a  9 .  
Follcvltng: "leas t"  
Strbi:ax "lOn 
Xcsezt t A S *  

I 1 Psgs 4 ,  l i n e  11, 
P o l l a ~ i n g :  "agzicul twsl ie tsn  
S"diko: " 1 

Inser t :  " m d a  
Follcdzg: "sportsnen" 
Strike: ", a d  cjuiCss an3 outfittersu 

19. Page 4 ,  Z f n s  3.8, 
l g :  " (b] " 
Strike: Vuur" 
Jnsezk: "Three" 

26, Page 4 ,  lines 22 through 24. 
Follok?%ngt line 2 1  
Strri.fc-c: sabsectisn (c) in i ts  c ~ t i r e t y  

21.. Page 5 ,  line 6, 
Fox h ~ ~ z i a g  : "of" 
Stxike: "sevenw 
Inscrt : " Eire" 

22, Page 5 ,  Line 7. 
F o L l c w h g :  "thee 
Strike: ''seven ragiozss 
Inscrt: "five dis tx ictsf l  

STATE PUB.  C O .  
Helena. Mont. 

...................................................................... ............................. 
SEWl'i"OI? ED SI!fllJ Chairman. I 
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- ,  Senate Fish 6 G a z e  C ~ & t @ e e  
9 .  
, 

24. Pege 6, line 12. 
Bollowinyr *acdE 
Strike : 'two merzbcrs * 
Xnaert: "one rmzberw 

- 
S t r i k e :  "The r ~ q u i r e z ~ n t  of a s e v ~ ~ - n e x i b e ~  C G Z ~ S B ~ O ~  and the" 
Insest: "The" 

h d , a s  60 ~"ionricd, DO ?:O"r' PASS -...-.----.- 

STATE PUB. C O .  
Helena. Mont. 

.................................................................................................... 
Chairman. 




