
Minutes  o f  mee t ing  
SENATE J U D I C I A R Y  COMMITTEE 

J a n u a r y  22, 1979 

The e l e v e n t h  mee t ing  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  Judiciar : :  Committee 
was c a l l e d  -Lo o r d e r  by v ice-chai rman S. A .  Olson a t  10:03 
a.m. i n  room 4 0 5 .  T h i s  mee t ing  was a  j o i n t  h e a r i n g  w i t h  
t h e  House J u d i c i a r y  Committee t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  Sen- 
a t e  B i l l  6 5 ,  which i s  an  a c t  t o  g e n e r a l l y  r e v i s e  t h e  l aws  
r e l a t i n g  t o  e l e c t i o n s .  

.ROLL CALL: 

~ l l  members o f  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  Committee were 
p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  S e n a t o r  Towe, who was e x c u s e d .  

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 65:  

S e n a t o r  Lens ink ,  c h i e f  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  gave a n  ex- 
p l a n a t i o n  and b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  how t h i s  b i l l  was p u t  t o g e t h e r .  
H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  s i x t y  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  h a s  been no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  Montana e l e c t i o n  law, t h a t  t h e  
b i l l  is n o t  p e r f e c t  and t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be  some d i s a g r e e m e n t  
and some e r r o r s .  H e  i n v i t e d  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  improvement and 
wha tever  amendments t h a t  any one had t o  o f f e r .  

S e n a t o r  Lens ink  i n t r o d u c e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y ,  who 
went o v e r  t h e  major  r e v i s i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  b i l l .  

I The o n e s  h e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c o v e r e d  a r e  checked on p a g e s  12 t o  16  
i n  t h e  r e d  book on E l e c t i o n  Laws p r e p a r e d  by t h e  subcommit tee  
on s t a t e  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  and e l e c t i o n  l a w s ,  November, 1978.  

H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  p r o h i b i t  a  c a n d i d a t e  
from u s i n g  a  p e r s o n a l  bank a c c o u n t  f o r  campaign f u n d i n g ,  es- 
t a b l i s h  a n  a g g r e g a t e  amount t h a t  a  c a n d i d a t e  can  s p e n d ,  e l i m i n -  
a t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  r e p o r t s  hav ing  t o  be  n o t a r i z e d ,  and t h e  
b i g  one - t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  a l l  e l e c t i o n s  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  
November w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e  o f f i c e s ,  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  s o i l  
and  w a t e r  d i s t r i c t s ,  e t c .  t o  be  h e l d  i n  even y e a r s  and c o u n t y  
o f f i c e s ,  c i t y  e l e c t i o n s ,  s p e c i a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  e t c .  t o  b e  h e l d  
i n  odd years. 

Vice-Chairman Olson ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  
o v e r  t o  House J u d i c i a r y  Chairman S c u l l y .  H e  a s k e d  f o r  any  
f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s .  

Margare t  Dav i s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Leaque o f  Women V o t e r s  
gave  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n  f a v o r  of t h i s  b i l l .  She o f f e r e d  two s m a l l  
amendments on page 4 7 ,  l i n e  1 2 ,  a f t e r  t h e  word "more", t h a t  t h e  
word " a d j o i n i n g "  b e  i n s e r t e d  and on page  6 5 ,  l i n e  9 ,  a f t e r  
t h e  word " b a l l o t " .  s t r i k e  t h e  word "may" and i n s e r t  t h e  word 
" s h a l l "  and a f t e r  " s i z e "  s t r i k e  "and"  and i n s e r t  " o r " .  (See 
e x h i b i t  # 1) 

1 Chad Smi th ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Schoo l  Board A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s a i d  i f  t h i s  b i l l  was i n c l u d i n g  s c h o o l  e l e c t i o n s ,  he  would 
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have  some proposed amendments and  gave a  copy t o  t h e  sec- 
r e t a r y .  (See  E x h i b i t  # 2 )  

M e x r i l l  Klundt ,  chai rman o f  t h e  Montana C l e r k  a n d  R e -  
c o r d e r s  L e g i s l a t i v e  Committee, o f f e r e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  
of this b i l l ,  and o f f e r e d  a number of amendments that he would 
l i k e  t o  see i n  t h i s  b i l l .  ( E x h i b i t  # 3 & 4 )  

John B e l l ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C l e r k s  
and R e c o r d e r s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he h a r d i l y  e n d o r s e d  t h i s  b i l l  and 
he hoped that the committee would a c c e p t  t h e  amendments o f f e r e d  
and pointed o u t  t h a t  t h e y  have  r e f r a i n e d  from a n y t h i n g  c o n t r o -  
v e r s a P C  

E d i t h  Cox, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  County 
T r e a s u r e r s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  amendments. 

W, Bean Z innecker ,  from t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
C o u n t i e s ,  gave  a  s t a t e m e n t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  amendments o f f e r e d  
by t h e  c l e r k s  and r e c o r d e r s .  

Edna Gunderson, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Democrat ic  P a r t y  gave a  
s t a t e m e n t  o p p o s i n g  e l e c t i o n s  i n  odd-numbered y e a r s .  

Dan Mizner ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana League of  C i t i e s  and 
Towns, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l .  

B i l l  M e r r i c k ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana B r o a d c a s t e r s  A s s -  
o c i a t i o n ,  gave  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  b i l l  a n d  o f f e r e d  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  t o  be  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  minu tes .  

Bob B i g g e r s t a f f  from t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Conser-  
v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t s ,  o f f e r e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  b i l l .  

J a n e P l e  F a l l a n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Chamber o f  Corn- 
merce, e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Lens ink c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  on t h i s  b i l l  and s a i d  
t h a t  he  c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  h a r d  work t h a t  had  gone i n t o  
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b i l l  and f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  and  t e s t i m o n y  
t h a t  eve ryone  o f f e r e d .  

S e n a t o r  O'Hara q u e s t i o n e d  a s  t o  how much e x p e n s e  was 
i n v o l v e d  i n  hav ing  a n  e l e c t i o n  and Merrill Klundt  e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  i n  Yel.lowstone County w i t h  2 4  p r e c i n c t s  t h e  c o s t  was 
$ 9 2 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  a l o n e .  I t  was a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
would be a  f i s c a l  n o t e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  week. 

Dan Mizner r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  p r o v i d e  a  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  
some t y p e  o f  a n n u a l  e l e c t i o n  a s  some c i t i e s  have a n  a n n u a l  
e l e c t i o n  by c h a r t e r .  4 
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, S e n a t o r  Anderson q u e s t i o n e d  i f  anyone had any f i g u r e s  
t o  show i f  a n n u a l  e l e c t i o n s  have i n c r e a s e d  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  
i n  any o t h e r  s t a t e s .  Maggie Davis  from t h e  League o f  Women 
V o t e r s ,  s a i d  t h e y  d i d  n o t  have  any c o n c i s e  f i g u r e s  on t h i s ,  
b u t  f e l t  t h a t  it would have some p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s .  

There  w e r e  no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  b i l l  
and S e n a t o r  Lensink c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g .  

There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  was ad- 
journed  a t  11:07 a.m. 

A f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  was o v e r ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y  gave 
t h e  s e c r e t a r y  some o t h e r  proposed amendments t h a t  t h e y  would 
l i k e  t o  have  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  b i l l  which i s  shown on E x h i b i t  
# 5  w i t h  t h e  s t a r  a t  t h e  bot tom o f  t h e  page.  A l s o  J o h n  Hanson, 
Commissioner o f  Campaign F i n a n c e s  and P r a c t i c e s  o f f e r e d  an 
amendment, which i s  shown a s  E x h i b i t  # 6  and which he  would 
l i k e  t o  have  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  committee.  

T a -  A"-&. < \. . dfi-r;.! 
EVERETT R .  LENSINK, Chairman 
s e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  committee 



Each Day A t t a c h  to M i n u t c s .  
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( S E N A r l ' O R S  LENSINK AND R Z G A N )  

T i t l e ,  l i n e  1 5 .  
S t r i k e :  " 1 3 - 4 - 1 0 6 , "  

T i t l e ,  l i n e  2 2 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  "THROUGH" 
S t r i k e :  "13-14-204,  13-13-206" 
I n s e r t :  "13-14-208"  

P a g e  2 ,  l i n e  1 6 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  l i n e  1 5  
I n s e r t :  " d e c l a r a t i o n  o r "  
F o l - l o w i n g  : " n o m i n a t i o n ,  " 
S t r i k e :  " c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  n o m i n a t i o n ,  o r "  

P a g e  2 ,  l i n e  1 7 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " n o m i n a t i o n "  
I n s e r t :  " o r  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  a c a n d i d a t e "  

P a g e  8 ,  l i n e  2 0 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " o n  t h e "  
S t r i k e :  " s e c o n d "  
F o l l o w i n g :  " T u e s d a y "  
S t r i k e :  " a f t e r "  
I n s e r t :  " f o l l o w i n g "  

P a g e  11, l i n e  9 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " o f "  
S t r i k e :  "a"  
I n s e r t :  " a n "  

P a g e  1 6 ,  l i n c  L O .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " a n "  
S t r i k e :  " a n u a l "  
I n s e r t :  " a n n ~ i a l "  

P a g e  1 7 ,  l i n e  1 8 .  
P o l l o w i n g :  " p l a n . "  
S t r i k e :  r e m a i n d e r  of l i n e s  1 8  
t h r o u g h  1 9  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  

P a g e  2 3 ,  l i n e  25 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " p r e p a r e d "  
S t r i k e :  "," 

P a g e  3 0 ,  l i n e  2 3 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " d e t e r m i n e "  
I n s e r t :  " p r e c i n c t  o f "  

P a g e  3 2 ,  l i n e  1 2 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  - " p u b l i s h "  
I n s e r t :  " o r "  



P a g e  33 ,  l i n e  7 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  l i n e  6 
S t r i k e :  "elections" 
I n s e r t :  " e l e c t i o n "  

P a g e  3 4 ,  l i n e  9, 
F o l l o w i n g :  " h e "  
S t r i k e :  "was"  
I n s e r t :  " w e r e "  

P a g e  4 9 ,  l i n e  1 4 .  
F a l l o w i n g :  " i n "  
S t r i k e :  " [ s u b s e c t i o n  ( 4 )  of s e c t i o n  541"  
I n s e r t :  "13-4-102 ( 4 )  " 

P a g e  65 ,  l i n e  24 .  
F o l P o w i n q :  " e l e c t i o n t s  
The r e m a i n d e r  of l i n e s  2 4  t h r o u g h  
l i n e  3 o n  p a g e  2 5  were i n c o r r e c t l y  
p r i n t e d .  T h i s  i s  new m a t e r i a l  a n d  - 
s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r l i n e d .  On l i n e  
2 4  "was" a n d  i n  l i n e  2 5  "be"  s h o u l d  
be d e l e t e d  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  
p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  b i l l .  

P a g e  6 6 ,  l i n e  1 2 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " t h e "  
S t r i k e r  " s e t s "  
I n s e r t :  " s e t "  

P a g e  7 5 ,  l i n e  1. 
F o l l o w i n g :  p a g e  74 
S t r i k e :  " e l e c t i o n s "  
I n s e r t :  " e l e c t i o n "  

P a g e  7 5 ,  l i n e  7 
F o l l o w i n g :  l i n e  6 
S t r i k e :  l i n e  7 
I n s e r t :  " i n d e p e n d e n t  c a n d i d a t e s  o r  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p r i m a r y "  

P a g e  7 5 ,  l i n e  8.  
F o l l o w i n g :  " e l e c t i o n "  
S t r i k e :  " b a l l o t "  

P a g e  8 2 ,  l i n e  6 
S t r i k e  " p r e s c r i b e  f o r m "  

P a g e  8 2 ,  l i n e  7.  
S t r i k e :  " a n d "  - 



P a g e  8 2 ,  l i n e  8. 
S t r i k e :  l i n e  8 t h r o u g h  

l i n e  1 3  i n  t h e i r  
e n t i r e t y  

Renumber:  a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  s u b s e c t i o n s  

P a g e  1 0 0 ,  l i n e  8 . .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " s e c t i o n "  
S t r i k e :  " 1 1 4 "  
I n s e r t :  "112"  

P a g e  1 0 0 ,  l i n e  22.  
S t r i k e :  " [ "  

P a g e  1 0 0 ,  l i n e  23.  
S t r i k e :  " I "  

P a g e  1 0 2 ,  l i n e  2 0 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " o b s t r u c t i o n , "  
S t r i k e :  " a n d "  
I n s e r t :  "or" 

P a g e  1 0 6 ,  l i n e  1 4 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " s e c t i o n "  
S t r i k e :  "106"  
I n s e r t :  "109"  

P a g e  1 1 2 ,  l i n e  1 9 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " j u d g e s - - "  
S t r i k e :  " p o l l b o o k s "  
I n s e r t :  " p o l l b o o k "  

P a g e  1 1 2 ,  l i n e  21 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " n o t e  o n  t h e "  
S t r i k e :  " p o l l b o o k s "  
I n s e r t :  " p o l l b o o k "  

P a g e  1 1 8 ,  l i n e  3 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  l i n e  2  
S t r i k e :  "13-2-512" 
I n s e r t :  " [ s e c t i o n  41" 
F o l l o w i n g :  " a n d "  
S t r i k e :  "13-2-514" 
I n s e r t :  " 431" 

P a q e  1 1 8 ,  l i n e  11. 
F o l l o w i n g :  "13-13-301"  
S t r i k e :  " t h e n "  
I n s e r t :  " a n d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  h a s  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  

i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a l l e n g e d  a s  
p r o v i d e d  i n  13-13-307 ,"  



P a g e  1 2 2 ,  l i n e  1 2 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  l i n e  11. 
S t r i k e :  " [ "  
F o l l o w i n g :  " 1 4 "  
S t r i k e :  " I "  

P a g e  1 2 2 ,  l i n e  1 7 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " s e c t i o n v 1  
S t r i k e :  "137"  
I n s e r t :  "141"  

P a g e  1 2 6 ,  l i n e  E l .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " e a c h "  
I n s e r t :  " v a c a n c y  f o r "  

P a g e  1 2 6 ,  l i n e  1 2 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " e a c h "  
I n s e r t :  " v a c a n c y  f o r "  

P a g e  1 2 9 ,  l i n e  23.  
F o l l o w i n g :  " t h e "  
S t r i k e :  " p o l l b o o k s "  
I n s e r t :  " p o l l b o o k "  

P a g e  1 3 6 ,  l i n e  11. 
F o l l o w i n g :  "13-15-402."  
S t r i k e :  " C o u n t "  
I n s e r t :  " C a n v a s s "  

P a g e  1 3 7 ,  l i n e  1 0 .  
S t r i k e :  " f o r  e r r o r s "  

-.- -- 

P a g e  1 4 0 ,  l i n e  1 3 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " o f "  
I n s e r t :  " n o m i n a t i o n  o r "  

P a g e  1 4 2 ,  P i n e  1 7 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " i t  s h a l l "  
S t r i k e :  " p r o c e d e "  
I n s e r t :  " p r o c e e d "  

P a g e  1 4 3 ,  l i n e  2 3 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " i n "  
S t r i k e :  " [ s e c t i o n  1601 " 
I n s e r t :  13-15-404 

P a g e  1 5 2 ,  l i n e  1 3 .  
S t r i k e :  " r e f e r r e d  o r  s u b m i t t e d "  

P a g e  1 5 2 ,  l i n e  1 4 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  l i n e  1 3  
S t r i k e :  "yucs t i o n "  
I n s e r t :  " b a l l o t  i s s u e "  



P a g e  1 5 5 ,  l i n e  20.  
F o l l o w i n g :  " o f  t h e "  
S t r i k e :  " b a l l o t "  
I n s e r t :  " p o l l s "  

P a g e  1 6 6 ,  l i n e  1 6 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " o f "  
S t r i k e :  " [ "  
F o l l o w i n g :  "17"  
S t r i k e :  " I "  

P a g e  1 6 6 ,  l i n e  22.  
F o l l o w i n g :  " d e v i c e s "  
S t r i k e :  " a n d "  

P a g e  1 6 6 ,  l i n e  2 3 .  
S t r i k e :  " t h e i r  d u t i e s "  

P a g e  1 7 6 ,  l i n e  21. 
F o l l o w i n g :  "of" 
S t r i k e :  "13-37-202" 
I n s e r t :  "13-27-202" 

Page  1 7 9 ,  l i n e  1 8 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " i n "  
S t r i k e :  "13-13-108" 
I n s e r t :  " [ s e c t i o n  1 1 1 "  
F o l l o w i n g :  a n d  
S t r i k e :  "13-17-303" 
I n s e r t :  "1121"  

P a g e  1 9 0 ,  l i n e  1 4 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " o f "  
I n s e r t :  " n o m i n a t i o n  o r "  

P a g e  1 9 0 ,  l i n e  1 6 .  
F o l l o w i n g  : " o f "  
I n s e r t :  " n o m i n a t i o n  o r "  

P a g e  2 0 0 ,  l i n e  23.  
F o l l o w i n g :  " c a n d i d a t e "  
S t r i k e :  " s h a l l "  
I n s e r t :  "may" 

P a g e  202 ,  l i n e  1 3 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " o f "  
S t r i k e :  " [ "  
F o l l o w i n g :  " 3 7 , "  
S t r i k e :  " I "  

P a g e  202 ,  l i n e  20.  
F o l l o w i n g :  " o r "  
S t r i k e :  " [ "  
F o l l o w i n g :  " 3 7 , "  
S t r i k e :  " I "  



Page 2 0 3 ,  l i n e  1 2 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " u n d e r  [ "  
S t r i k e :  " s e c t i o n  " 
I n s e r t :  " s e c t i o n s  244 a n d "  
F o l l o w i n g :  "245"  
S t r i k e :  " a n d  s e c t i o n  246" 

P a g e  2 0 3 ,  l i n e  1 6 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " i n  [ "  
S t r i k e :  " s e c t i o n "  
I n s e r t :  " s e c t i o n s  244 a n d "  
F o l l o w i n g :  " 2 4 5 "  
S t r i k e :  " a n d  s e c t i o n "  

P a g e  2 0 3 ,  l i n e  1 7 ,  
S t r i k e :  "246"  

Page 2 0 7 ,  l i n e  10- 
S t r i k e :  " ( 4 )  " 

P a g e  2 1 6 ,  l i n e  P O .  
S t r i k e :  " ( 5 )  " 

P a g e  2 1 8 ,  l i n e  1 8 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " a t "  
S t r i k e :  " s u c h  a n  e v e n t "  
I n s e r t :  " f u n d  r a i s i n g  e v e n t s "  

P a g e  2 1 8 ,  l i n e  2 4 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  P i n e  2 3  
S t r i k e :  " ( 6 )  " 
I n s e r t :  " ( 7 ) "  

Page 2 2 6 ,  l i n e  1. 
F o l l o w i n g :  " t h e "  
S t r i k e :  " t h e "  

P a g e  259 ,  l i n e  1 5 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " t h e "  
S t r i k e :  " e l e c t i o n s "  
I n s e r t :  " e l e c t i o n "  

P a g e  2 6 2 ,  l i n e  2 0 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  [ s e c t i o n s "  
S t r i k e :  "137"  
I n s e r t :  " 1 3 9 "  

P a g e  2 6 2 ,  l i n e  21 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " t h r o u g h "  
S t r i k e :  " s e c t i o n  1 4 4 "  
I n s e r t :  " 1 4 6 "  

P a g e  2 6 8 ,  l i n e  1 7 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " a d m i n i s t r a t o r "  
I n s e r t :  "--" 



P a g e  268 ,  l i n e  19 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " t h e "  
I n s e r t :  " e l e c t i o n "  

Page  277 ,  l i n e  1 4 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " f a r  a s "  
S t r i k e :  " t h e y  a r e "  - 
I n s e r t :  " i t  i s "  

P a g e  2 8 4 ,  l i n e  9 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " t h e "  
I n s e r t :  " e l e c t i o n "  

P a g e  2 8 4 ,  l i n e  11. 
F o l l o w i n g :  "The" 
I n s e r t :  " e l e c t i o n "  

P a g e  290 ,  l i n e  1 6 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " s e c t i o n "  
S t r i k e :  " 1 3 9 "  
I n s e r t :  "141"  

P a g e  292 ,  l i n e . 1 7 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " s e c t i o n "  
S t r i k e :  " 1 3 9 "  
I n s e r t :  "141"  

Page  294 ,  l i n e  1. 
F o l l o w i n g :  "7-7-2229" 
S t r i k e :  " t h r o u g h  7-7-2231, 7-7-2233, 

a n d  7-7-2234" 
I n s e r t :  " a n d  T i t l e  1 3 "  

P a g e  322 ,  l i n e  2 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  "25"  
S t r i k e :  " a n d "  
I n s e r t :  "," 
F o l l o w i n g :  "30"  
I n s e r t :  ",41, and 4 3 "  

P a g e  323,  l i n e  1 4 .  
S t r i k e :  "13-4-106,"  

Page  323 ,  l i n e  21.  
F o l l o w i n g :  " t h r o u g h "  
S t r i k e :  "13-14-204,  13-14-206" 
I n s e r t :  "13-14-208" 



Amendments 

4 
L--3 -k& y / 

League of  Women Voters  
o f  Montana 

917 Har r i son  
Helena,  Montana 59601 

SB 65 - A N  ATT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS I 
Page 47, l i n e  l? (13-3-104.2) a f t e r  "more' i n s e r t  a d j o i n i n g  

The League b e l i e v e s  t h i s  would c l a r i f y  t h e  
language i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  and p reven t  t h e  
p o s s i b l i t y  of  c r e a t i n g  p r e c i n c t s  o f  non-cont iguous 

I 
wards o r  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s ,  Such p r e c i n c t s  would 
be bo th  confus ing  and inconvenien t  f o r  v o t e r s .  I 

Page 6 5 ,  Pine  9 (13-10-209.3) a f t e r  l l b a l l o t n  d e l e t e  Ray and 
i n s e r t  s h a l l ,  a f t e r  " s ize1 '  d e l e t e  eag and i n s e r t  o r ,  - 

R a v a l l i  90. i n  1978 encountered a problem when 
t h e  p a r t y  b a l l o t s  were t h e  same s i z e  and c o l o r  as 
a n o t h e r  b a l l o t  used du r ing  t h e  June primary.  A 
srnall b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  number of v o t e r s  c a s t  b a l l o t s  

I 
f o r  bo th  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ;  t h e  u n r e l a t e d  b a l l o t s  
being accepted by t h e  judges as t h e  unvoted p a r t i s a n  
s l a t e s .  A c o u r t  c h a l l e n g ~ e s u l . t e d  and t h e  coun ty  
had t o  hold  a s p e c i a l  e 1 e c t i o n . h  t h e  f a l l ,  The 

1 
League o f  Women Voters  s u p p o r t s  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e  1 
p a r t y  pr imary b a l l o t s  from o t h e r  b a l l o t s  o f f e r e d  
a t  a pr immy e l e c t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  a c c u r a t e  v o t i n g  
r e s u l t s  and prevent  expensive l i t i g a t i o n  and/or  
s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n s  where p s s i b l e .  

M a r ~ a r e t  S. Davis 
~ e a g u e  o f  Women V o t e r s  of  Montans 



SENATE BILL NO, 65 
----c-----------c- 

FIR. CHAIRMAN: I move t o  amend S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 65  a s  f o l l o w s :  

(1) On page 134 i n  l i n e  4 by adding  t h e  fo l lowing  words 

b e f o r e  t h e  p e r i o d :  " excep t  - w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  s choo l  d i s t r i c t  

e l e c t i o n s  wherein  t h e  r e q u i r e d  enve lopes  o r  packages  s h a l l  

be r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c l e r k "  

( 2 )  On page 308, l i n e s  6 th rough  24, by r e - i n s e r t i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  

i n d i c a t e d  t o  b e  d e l e t e d .  

( 3 )  On page 309 i n  l i n e  21, by d e l e t i n g  t h e  nurnber "20" and 

i n s e r t i n g  i n  l i e u  t h e r e o f  t h e  f i g u r e  "15". - 
( 4 )  On page 309 i n  l i n e  22 by d e l e t i n g  t h e  word " t r u s t e e s 1 '  and 

i n s e r t i n g  i n  l i e u  t h e r e o f  t h e  word ! ' c l e rkw,  



MERRILL H. KLUNDf 
Clerk B Recorder 

BILLINGS, MONTANA 
59101 

M r .  E v e r e t t  R Lensink,  Chairman o f  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  Committee, 
and M r ,  John P o  ScuEly, Chairman o f  House J u d i c i a r y  Committee: 

SUBJECT r SENATE BILL  #65 

As Chairman o f  t h e  Montana Clerk  & Recorders  L e g i s l a t i v e  
C o m m i t t e e ,  who have worked t h e  p a s t  yea r  and a ha l f  with t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  Counc i l ,  t h e  I n t e r i m  committee and Sub-Committees , 
we f e e l  t h a t  t h e  proposed b i l l  is g e n e r a l l y  good, and do  
suppor t  i t ,  b u t  with excep t ions  as fo l lows:  

Tha t  County o f f i c i a l s  be elected on t h e  even numbered 
y e a r s  i n s t e a d  of the odd numbered years as proposed i n  
Sec.  13-1-104, Sub. Sec.  2 on page 9 ,  l i n e  12 .  W e  
recommend t h a t  County o f f i c i a l s  b e  e l e c t e d  i n  t h e  even 
numbered y e a r s  under Sec. 13-1-104, Sub, Sec.  1 on page 
9 ,  l i n e  5 .  
We a r e  aware t h a t  t h e  I n t e r i m  Sub-committee and F u l l  
Committee are i n  f avo r  o f  t h e  County o f f i c i a l s  be ing  
e l e c t e d  on t h e  odd y e a r ,  and t h e i r  reason  b e i n g  t h a t  
t h i s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a l a r g e r  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  i f  conducted 
w i t h  munic ipa l  e l e c t i o n s .  
The Montana C le rk  & Recorders Association submi t t ed  a 
Bill i n  1971 and 1973 sessions t o  change t h e  e l e c t i o n  of 
Schoof T r u s t e e s  from the 1st Sa turday  of  April t o  the 1st 
Tuesday i n  A p r i l  t o  c o i n c i d e  wi th  t h e  Municipal  E l e c t i o n s ,  
b u t  the  bills w e r e  d e f e a t e d .  It was r e submi t t ed  i n  t h e  
1974 s e s s i o n  and pas sed ,  and a t  p r e s e n t  t i m e  a re  conducted 
a t  the  same t i m e  a s  Municipal  E l e c t i o n s ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  we 
cou ld  c o n s o l i d a t e  e l e c t i o n s  and have a l a r g e r  v o t e r  t u r n -  
out. However, i n  Yellowstone County it d i d  n o t  have much 
e f f e c t .  Normally t h e  Levy ~ l e c t i o n  is h e l d  a t  t h e  same 
t i m e ,  b u t  i n  School  D i s t r i c t  # 2 ,  i n  ~ i l l i n g s  p r o p e r ,  t h e  
Levy E l e c t i o n  is de layed  and voted upon abou t  3 weeks l a t e r  
to  avo id  a l a r g e r  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  on t h e  Levy E l e c t i o n s .  
T h e  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  is d e c l i n i n g  i n  Yellow- 
s t o n e  County, (See a t t a c h e d  s h e e t . )  
T h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  of  County C le rks  a r e  opposed t o  t h e  
change from the even numbered years t o  the  odd numbered 
years, due  t o  the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  is much lower.  
With a lower v o t e r  t u r n o u t ,  many good, q u a l i f i e d  cand ida t e s  
can  be d e f e a t e d  b y  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  groups.  I f  I ' m  t u rned  I 
o u t  t o  g r a s s  by a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e r s  v o t i n g ,  I can 
a c c e p t  i t ,  b u t  n o t  by a minor i ty  vo te .  



Thc Montana E l  cctcld C o l ~ r l C y  Off i c i a  1 s cjroup j.s a l s o  oppoljcd 
t o  t h c  above mcnt ioncd c2~~ncjc.  ( ~ c c  a t t a c h e d  l e t t e r  .) 
Another  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t  is t h a t  t h e r e  would have t o  be a 
c o u n t y  wide  Pr imary and Gene ra l  E l e c t i o n  h e l d  i n  a l l  56 
c o u n t i e s ,  and  t h i s  would i n c r e a s e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  costs con- 
s i d e r a b l y .  The cost s t a t e  wide would be i n  excess o f  
$500,000.  I n  Yel lows tonc  County,  it would run  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$80,000,  f o r  t h e  odd y e a r  e l e c t i o n s .  

2 .  Change t h e  Pr imary  E l e c t i o n  d a t e  i n  t h e  odd year ,  from 
the 2nd Tuesday a f t e r  t h e  second  Monday i n  September t o  
the 1st Tuesday a f t e r  t h e  1st Monday i n  June .  T h i s  is o n  
page 8, l i n e  21. 

N o t e :  Can be l e f t  i n  September i f  o n l y  Mun ic ipa l  
E l e c t i o n s  are h e l d ,  or  pe rhaps  changed back  
t o  t h e  2nd Tuesday o f  Feb rua ry  f o r  t h e  P r i m a r y  
E l e c t i o n ,  and  t h e  Gene ra l  E l e c t i o n  t o  be h e l d  
o n  t h e  1st Tuesday of A p r i l .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e r e  
are  o n l y  1 4  days  between t h e  P r i r , a r y  and G e n e r a l  
E l e c t i o n s .  (Scc .  47A-3-302 and Sec. 11-709) 
T h i s  is i n s u f f i c i e n t  time, and e s p e c i a l l y  when 
t h e  County E l e c t i o n s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  w i l l  be 
c o n d u c t i n g  a l l  C i t y  e l e c t i o n s  as s t a t e d  i n  Sec. 
13-1-104 & etc... 

Sec. 7-5-132. P rocedu re  t o  e x e r c i s e  r i g h t  o f  I n i t i a t i v e  
or Referendum. 
On l i n e  1 0 ,  page 258,  s t r i k e  30 and  s u b s t i t u t e  60. Changing 
t o  60 d a y s  would be un i fo rm w i t h  t h e  p e t i t i o n  p r o c e s s  f o r  
Bond I s s u e s  a s  now i n  Sec .  7-7-2228. T h i s  w i l l  g i v e  
a d e q u a t e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  E l e c t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  t o  check t h e  
p e t i t i o n s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a d c q ~ a t e  s i g n a t u r e s  
of electors on t h e  p e t i t i o n s  a s  t o  p e r c e n t a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  
- i f  t h e  I s s u e  w i l l  be v o t e d  upon and  t h e n  meet t h e  p u b l i -  
c a t i o n  s c h e d u l e  f o r  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .  A t  
p r e s e n t  t i m e  w e  have  t o  p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  b e f o r e  w e  know i f  
t h e  i s s u e  q u a l i f i e s .  

- Yours t r u l y ,  

MERRILL H.  KLUNDT 
Chairman of Montana 
C l e r k  & Recorders  L e g i s l a t i v e  
Committee on E l e c t i o n s  



~ X ~ l l o l t i l G I I .  Alaska (UPI) - The 
Alaskn ccnc!r:ll clcction on Nov. 7 seemed a . -. 
sh;lrnblrs S;~turtlay. 

A si;rtc: judge nullified thc guhernntorial 
restr1t.s of \ t ~ c  Aug. 22 primary, and for ttie 
moment it was uncertain when, or if, a nelr 
Drlrnary can be held prior lo  the genenl  
kluctton, ju.t four wccks away. 

Bsllots were b e ~ n g  printed, but wirhoul 
thc namclr, of Democratic ~ n r l  Republics:, 
canclit1alt.s lor governor. The primary %in- 
ners by r u o r - t h ~ n  margins wcrc Gov. Jay 
1Iamnontl. a Republ~can and former bush 
pilot, ant\  Scr~  Cllancy Cruft. a 1)cmocrat. 

7'tli- s ta ir  Sutjrcmc Cotlrt planned to 

The r u l i n ~  w;ts issued Fridrtp hy Sa 
rior Court Judzc John Sloody of i inchf~ra 
and it tlircctctl the st;lte to hold a nc{v 
mnn. b~8fo:e Nov.  7. 'The d c t s i ! ~  were lcfl t (  - - -  ~, 
clt~ctlon officials. 

Some questions left unan*xered \v 
how absentee b a i l ~ t s  could be sched\i!~d 
how ballots could he drlivcre!l to st 

Alaska's tiny and extrc.mrly rcrnote 
places. Former Go-:. \V;titcr I I i t f  cl, n 6 

lo Cov. f i~mmoncl  by a nlcrc 93 votes i 
rccour~t, praiscd the decision to nullify f 
election. 

judge ! ~ o o ( t y  sail1 hc fr~und "nction 
malcunduct, mist:~kcs anti con!r~ii!l;r pro 



Section 13-37-205, MCA, is axended to read as follows: 

13-37-205. Campaign depositories. ( )  Except as provided 
in 3.3-37-206, each candi3ate and each political comittee shall 
designate one primary compaiqn depository for the purpose of 
depositing all contributions received and disbursing all expendi- 
tures made by the candidate or political committee. The 
candidate or political conxiittee may also designate one secondary 
depository in each county in which an election is held and in 
which the candidate or committee participates. Deputy campaign 
treasurers may make deposits in and sftke expenditures from secon- 
dary depositories when authorized to do so as provided in 13-37- 
202(2). Only a bank authorized to transact business in Montana 
may be designated as a campaign depository- The candidate or 
political comittee shall file the name an2 address of each 
primary and secondary depository so designated at the same tine 
and with the s m e  officer with whom the cwndi3ate or conunittee 
files the name of his or its campaign treasarer pursuant t o  
13-37-201. Nothin9 in this section shall prevent a political 
cornittee or candidate from having more than one carnzaign account 
in the same depository, but a candidate - may not u t i l i z e  --- his 
regular or ..--- personal - account in the de_nository - as ..---- a campaign --- 
account. - 

( 2 )  No candidate shall use 5is cm2aign J e ~ ~ i t o r y  or ------- - 
funds deposited therein for any purpose other than the lc2xt- - -----.-.----- -- - --- 
hate cannaign exuenses of his own c a n d i d ~ ;  provided, how- - -- ---- -- -- 
ever, .------.- thet f-left over after - a l l  e l e c t i o n s  in -- a c2aign 
may be used for any lawful parp-soeio ---- dtheirs?osiZ ---- 
t i o n - G p X 2 .  - -  -- - -ICI 



JOHN N. H A N S O N  
C O M M I S S I O N E R  
C A P I T O L  S T A T I O N  

H E L E N A .  M O N T A N A  59601 
( 4 0 6 )  4 4 9 - 2 9 4 2  

Amend S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 6 5 ,  S e c t i o n  2 4 4 ,  p a g e  2 0 2 ,  
l i n e s  1 6  a n d  17  

F o l l o w i n g :  amoun t  

S t r i k e :  r e m a i n d e r  o f  l i n e s  1 6  a n d  1 7  

I n s e r t :  u p  t o  $ 5 0 0  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  t h e  amoun t  o f  
t h e  u n l a w f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n - , o r  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  
w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r  



BOLKOVATZ A N D  ROMlNE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

W. H. BOLKOVATZ 

W. L. ROMINE - 
JOHN F. BELL 

320 EAST BTH AVENUE 

MAIL ADDRESS: P. 0. BOX 1691 

H E L E N A .  M O N T A N A  5 9 6 0 1  

J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  1979 

Dear C l e r k  & Recorde r :  

I p r o p o s e  t o  t r y  t o  make t h e  f o l l o w i n g  amendments i n  commi t t ee  
h e a r i n g  on  S e n a t e  B i l l  65 :  

Page  8 ,  l i n e  2 1 ,  s t r i k e  t h e  word "September"  and 

I s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  word "June". 

On Page  9 ,  l i n e  5 ,  s t r i k e  t h e  word "and" a n d  a f t e r  t h e  
word " c o u r t "  add  t h e  words "and  c o u n t y  o f f i c e r s " .  

A l s o  o n  Page 9 ,  l i n e  1 2 ,  s t r i k e  t h e  words " c o u n t y  and" .  

On Page  1 0 ,  s t r i k e  a l l  o f  l i n e s  4  t h r o u g h  7 and  s u b s t i t u t e  
t h e  words  " P o l l s  mus t  be  open f rom 8  A . X .  t o  8 P.M. e x c e p t  
p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  h a v i n g  f ewer  t h a n  100 r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  
which  must  b e  open  from 3 - L H .  t o  8  P.51. o r  u n t i l " .  

1.2 ----3L 

On Page  1 2 ,  s t r i k e  a l l  o f  l i n e s  1 0  t h r o u g h  1 3 .  

The f o r e g o i n g  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  o n l y  amendments t o  S B  6 5  t h a t  I 
w i l l  a t t e m p t ,  and  i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s u c h  amending c a n  be a c c o m p l i s h e d .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I w i l l  g e t  a  b i l l  i n t r o d u c e d ,  p r o b a b l y  by  S e n a t o r  J o h n  
Manley o f  D r u m o n d ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  r o t a t i o n  o f  c a n d i d a t e s '  names o n  
b a l l o t s .  H e  s p o n s o r e d  l a s t  s e s s i o n ' s  SB 122  w i t h  S e n a t o r  F rank  Dunkle.  
The b i l l  w i l l  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same t h i s  y e a r .  

H.B.5, d e a l i n g  w i t h  b o u n t i e s ,  h a s  p a s s e d  t h e  House.  I t  c o n t a i n s  
o b s o l e t e  m a t e r i a l  a s  it i s  a r e c o d i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  o b s o l e t e  m a t t e r  w i l l  
be removed l a t e r .  

The h e a r i n g s  S a t u r d a y  on  S.B. 22 and  1 4  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  T a x a t i o n  
and L o c a l  Government Commit tees  seemed t o  g o  v e r y  w e l l ,  b u t  w e  s t i l l  n e e d  
o p p o s i t i o n  l e t t e r s  t o  y o u r  s e n a t o r s  as t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  f l o o r  f i g h t .  
The l e t t e r s  c a n  b e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  them a t  C a p i t o l  S t a t i o n ,  H e l e n a ,  P4T 59601. 
O t h e r w i s e ,  w e  may v e r y  w e l l  have  t h e  b i g ,  new l o c a l  government  b i l l .  

* 

Your a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

I 

J F B :  a s k  

J O H N  F .  BELL 



PRIMARY June 4 ,  1974' 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

GENERAL November 5 ,  1974 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

STUDY GOMMISS IONER November 5 ,  1974 
SPECIAL ELECTION 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

PRIMARY June 1, 1976 

Reg. Voters  54 ,178  
Voted 24.208 44.6% - - 

ALTERNATE FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT ELECT ION September 1 4 ,  1976 

C i t y  P r e c i n c t s  Reg. Voters  
Voted 

County P r e c i n c t s  Reg. Voters  * 56,636 
Voted 19 ,709  34 .WO 

GENERAL November 2 ,  1976 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

SPECIAL PRIMARY February 8 ,  1977 

Reg. Voters  
ir 

45 ,580  
Voted 15 ,499  33.69% 

SPECIAL GENERAL A p r i l  5 ,  1977 - 
Reg. Voters  
Voted 

PRIMARY June 6 ,  1978 

GENERAL 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

November 7 ,  1978 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 



PRIMARY 

GENERAL 

June 2, 1964 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

November 3 ,  1964 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

1966 - . . 
PRIMARY & U ~ U S ~  16 ,  1966 

GENERAL 

Reg'. Voters  37 ,027  
Voted 1 6 , 4 2 7  44.36% 

- .  - - 
November 8 ,  1966 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

PRIMARY June 4 ,  1968 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

GENERAL November 5 ,  1968 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

PHIVARY June 2 ,  1970 

GENERAL 

Reg. Voters  3 8 , 2 1 5  
Voted 1 7 , 3 1 6  45.31% - 

7- 
November 3 ,  1970 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 

PRIMARY June 6, 1972 

GENERAL 

Reg. V o t e r s  
Voted 

November 7 ,  1972 

Reg. Voters  
Voted 



! 

TREASURER 

P 0 BOX 1236 

BILLINGS, MONTANA 
S O 1 0 3  

January 16, 1979 

Dear Committee Members: 

A s  Pres ident  o f  the  Montana Elected County O f f i c i a l s  Associat ion,  I 
am w r i t i n g  t o  express the  views of' t he  following members who make up this 
assoc ia  t ion .  

P 0 

2. 
3 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7 0 

8. 
9 * 

PO. 

Montana County Treasurers '  
Montana County Clerk & Recorders' 
Montana Clerks  of  D i s t r i c t  Court 
Montana County S h e r i f f ' s  
Montana J u s t i c e s  of the  Peace 
Montana County Attorneys'  
Montana County Superintendents  o f  School 
Kontana County Assessors 
Montana County Surveyors 
Montana County Auditors  

We, the  e l e c t e d  county o f f i c i a l s  o f  the  S t a t e  o f  Montana want t o  remain 
e lec ted  by the  major i ty  o f  t h e  people a s  the  law is now, i n  t h e  even numbered 

- 

years. We a r e  agai,nst the  cu r ren t  b i l l  changing the e l e c t i o n s  t o  odd y e a r s  - -- 
(s. B. 63.- 

We f u r t h e r  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  be amended t o  its former wording and remain 
e lec ted .  

We f u r t h e r  look a t  the  c o s t  of conducting a primary and genera l  e l e c t i o n  
every year  a g a i n s t  every o t h e r  year  a s  it is now, This  w i l l  i nc rease  e l e c t i o n  
c o s t s  considerably i n  a l l  count ies  through out  the  s t a t e .  

We f u r t h e r  r e a l i z e  t h a t  a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  group could e a s i l y  d e f e a t  a  
well  q u a l i f i e d  candidate with an odd year e l e c t i o n  when the  vo te r  turnout  is 
small,  !bus the  majori ty a r e  not voting. 

'Therefore, on behalf  of  our a s s o c i a t i o n s  I must go on record opposing S. B. 
65 on the  above mentioned port ion.  

S incere ly  yours, 
-, ", -+ * 

%< -/--- ,/ ', - J - L C  
$L-6' 

MAY J E I ~ I N S ~ , - P ~ ~  s i d  en t 
M.E.C.O.A. 



With the change o r  counLy U L L L L A U I V  ---. 

odd nunbered years as is p r ~ p o s e d ,  this will mean that we I t r i l l  have t o  have a Primary and General Election every year County 
wide. This w i l l  increase  your election c o s t s .  The estimated increase 

I 
Big Horn 

I Carter 

Cascade 

I Custer Daniels  

I Fergus 
Flathead 

~ a r f  i e l d  

 lacier 

I Golden Val ley  

Granite 

I Hill 
Jefferson 

Judith Baain 

b zxB & Clark 

I Liberty 

ESTIEIATED INCREASE 

$14,000.00 

$208000.00 or -37 m i l l s  

$ 6,000.00 

$12,000.00 

(returned, but no estimate) 

$ 8,000.00 

$ 8,000.00 

Double f u l l  budget 

$45,000.00 

$ 5,000.00 

$ 7,000.00 

$ 800.00 to $1,000.00 

$30,000.00 (each e l e c t i o n )  

$8 ,000.  t o  '$10,000.00 

$17,500.00 

$30,000.00 

$40,000.00 

$ 4,000.00 

I Lincoln 

*.,a; "A- $ 8,000.00 annually 



COUNTY 

Missoula 

Musselehefl  

Park 

Petroleum 

P h i l l i p s  

Pondera 

powder River 

Powell  

P r a i r i e  

Raval l i  

Richland 

Roosevelt 

Rosebud 

Sanders 

Sheridan 

S i l v e r  Bow 

S t i l l w a t e r  

Sweet Grass 

Teton 

Toole 

Treasure 

Val ley  

Wheatlzlnd 

Wibaux 

Yellowstone 

ESTIMATED INCREASE 

$48,000.00 per election 

doubfe 

$12e800.00 to $16,000.00 

$15,00Q.00 

$ lP ,000 .00  each election 

$ 7,200 .00  

$ 1 2 , 0 0 0 ~ 0 0  

$10,000.00 

double c o s t  

$10,000.00 

$ 2,350 ,00  p lus  p o s s i b l e  extra h e l p  

$ 5,500.00 to $6,000 .00  

double 

$ 3,500.00 

$ 7,000 .00  

$80,000.00 both e l e c t i o n s  



SENATE MEMBERS 

CARROLL GRAHAM 
CHAIRMAN 

FRANKHAZELBAKER 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

OSCAR KVAALEN 

CHET BLAYLOCK 

PAT M GOODOVER 

,NOR ECK 
MlNlSTRATlVE ASSISTANT 

ERTA MOODY 
IECTOR. LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 

REX MANUEL 

ROBERT L. MARKS 

JOHN VINCENT 

n. DAVID c o o L n  
DIRECTOR. LEGAL SERVICES 

ROBERT PERSON 
DIRECTOR. RESEARCH 

SHAAOLE CONNEUY 
DIRECTOR. ACCOUNTING DIVISION 

1 9 7 9  L e g i s l a t u r e  

SENATE B i l l  No. 65 - Summary 

AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS. 

T h i s  summary d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  form o r  g rammat ica l  
changes .  S u b s t a n t i v e  changes  a r e  b r i e f l y  summerized f o r  
e a c h  s e c t i o n  i n  which t h e y  o c c u r .  

S e c t i o n  1. 13-1-101. D e l e t i o n s  a r e  o b s o l e t e  o r  r e p l a c e d  
by o t h e r  d e f i n i t i o n s .  

( 2 ) ,  ( 3 1 ,  (71,  (10)  add d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  
campaign f i n a n c e  and p r a c t i c e s  s t a t u t e s .  
( 5 )  d e f i n e s  t e r m  used  t o  i n d i c a t e  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n  
o f f i c i a l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  b i l l .  
( 6 )  new d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m  used  t o  r e p l a c e  " v o t e r . "  
( 8 )  c l a r i f i e s  what  e l e c t i o n s  are g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  
(13)  new d e f i n i t i o n  t o  c o v e r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  l o c a l  government .  
( 1 4 )  conforms t o  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  d e f i n i t i o n .  
(17)  c l a r i f i e s  what  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  is. 
(18)  d e f i n e s  t e r m  used  i n  e x i s t i n g  law b u t  n o t  d e f i n e d .  

S e c t i o n  2 .  13-1-103. A p p l i e s  p r o v i s i o n  t o  p r i m a r y  
e l e c t i o n  a l s o .  

S e c t i o n  3 .  New.  Rep laces  13-1-105 and p r o v i d e s  
p r imary  d a t e  f o r  odd y e a r  e l e c t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  4 .  13-1-104. L i s t s  o f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  i n  even 
and odd y e a r  e l e c t i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  5. 13-1-106. Uniform h o u r s  f o r  a l l  p o l l i n g  p l a c e s :  

S e c t i o n  6 .  Yew. R e q u i r e s  p u b l i s h e d  n o t i c e  o f  s p e c i a l  
e l e c t i o n s  ( N o t i c e  f o r  r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n s  r e p e a l e d ) .  Al lows 
p u b l i c a t i o n  by r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i s i o n  o r  newspaper.  T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  

I 
i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  a l l  p u b l i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  



S e c t i o n  7 .  13-1-112. No s u b s t a n t i v e  change.  

S e c t i o n  8 .  13-1-113. N o  s u b s t a n t i v e  change.  

S e c t i o n  9 .  13-1-114. Age o f  e l e c t o r  add t o  p r o v i s i o n  
f o r  computa t ion  o f  t i m e  p e r i o d .  

S e c t i o n  10.  13-1-122. No s u b s t a n t i v e  change.  

S e c t i o n  11. N e w .  Names s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  a s  c h i e f  
e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e r  and c l a r i f i e s  a u t h o r i t y  o f  s e c r e t a r y  of 
s t a t e  and  commissioner  s f  campaign f i n a n c e s  and p r a c t i c e s .  

S e c t i o n  12.  New.  G e n e r a l  p r o v i s i o n  c o v e r i n g  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  and u s e  of forms and d u t i e s  of s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e .  

S e c t i o n  1 3 .  New. D u t i e s  o f  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  t o  
a s s i s t  local  o f f i c i a l s .  

S e c t i o n  1 4 .  New.  P r o v i d e s  f o r  c o u n t y  e l e c t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  
and g e n e r a l  d u t i e s .  O p t i o n a l  w i t h  l o c a l  g o v e r n i n g  body 
whe the r  o f f i c e r  i s  c l e r k  and r e c o r d e r ,  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  or 
a p p o i n t e e .  I 

S e c t i o n  15 .  N e w .  E l e c t i o n  r e c o r d s  a r e  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s .  

S e c t i o n  16 .  N e w .  C o s t s  o f  e l e c t i o n  - c o u n t y  g o v e r n i n g  
body d e t e r m i n e s  s h a r i n g  o f  c o s t s  where n e c e s s a r y .  

S e c t i o n  1 7 .  New.  C o n s o l i d a t e s  and r e p l a c e s  e x i s t i n g  
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  r e t e n t i o n  and d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n  
r e c o r d s .  

S e c t i o n  18 .  New. P r o v i d e s  what e l e c t i o n  r e c o r d s  k e p t  
by s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e .  

S e c t i o n  1 9 .  13-2-102. S e t s  d e a d l i n e  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  
names by p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  and sets term o f  o f f i c e .  

S e c t i o n  20. -- 13-2-112. Minor changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  21. 13-2-114, Adds p r o v i s i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  p r i v a c y  
o f  i n d i v i d u a l 2  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  number. 

S e c t i o n  2 2 .  13-2-115. Minor change f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  23. 13-2-116. No s u b s t a n t i v e  change.  

S e c t i o n  2 4 .  13-2-117. No s u b s t a n t i v e  change.  

S e c t i o n  25. New.  R e p l a c e s  13-2-116 ( 2 )  and  expands  
p r o v i s i o n s  t o  c o v e r  a l l  e l e c t i o n s .  



Section 26. 13-2-201. Allows election administrator 
to open office for voter registration evenings and weekends. 

Section 27. 13-2-202. No substantive change. 

Section 28. 13-2-203. Increases distribution of 
mail registration cards and requires timely return of cards. 

Section 29. 13-2-205. No substantive change. 

Section 30. New. Replaces 13-2-203 (5). Provides 
safeguard against fraudulent registrations. 

Section 31. 13-2-212. No substantive change. 
I 

Section 32. 13-2-213. No substantive change. 

Section 33. 13-2-214. No substantive change. 

Section 34. 13-2-301. Close of registration uniform 
for all elections and changes time of publication of notice 
of close. 

Section 35. 13-2-302. No substantive change. 

Section 36. 13-2-401.. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 37. 13-2-402. Allows cancellation in cases 
where authority is only implied in existing law. 

Section 38. 13-2-403. Subsection (3) of 13-2-402 
moved to this section and procedures clarified. 

Section 39. 13-2-404, No substantive changes. 

Section 40. 13-2-501. Requires elector to notify 
election administrator of change of residence or name and 
clarifies how notice given. 

Section 41. New. Requires elector changing residence 
within county or who's name has changed to make correction 
in records before voting at first election at which he 
offers to vote after change. 

Section 42. 13-2-502. Changes for consistency, 

Section 43. New. Requires registration in new county 
of residence and clarifies when can vote absentee in former 
county of residence. 

Section 44. 13-2-503. Amends procedures for notification 
of other jurisdictions of change of registration. 



Section 45. 13-2-601. No substantive change. 

Section 46. 13-2-603. Allows confirmation by telephone 
of erroneous omission of electorb name from precinct register. 

Section 47. 13-3-101. No sbbstantive change. 

Section 48. 13-3-102. Changes time when precinct 
boundaries may be changed and provides for conforming 
boundaries of all types of election districts. 

Section 49. 13-3-103. Requires written legal description 
of boundaries sf precincts and election districts. 

Section 50. 13-3-104. Broadens language to cover all 
types of election districts. 

Section 51. 13-3-105. Sets time for designating 
polling places and provides for emergency changes. 

Section 52. 13-4-101. Sets time for appointment of 
election judges; requires only a minimum number of judges 
in each precinct; designates all election workers as judges 
and provides for a chief judge. 

Section 53. New. Replaces 13-4-102 (4) and specifies 
residence requirements. 

Section 54. 13-4-102. Sets time for submission of 
names by political parties for appointment as election 
judges; allows all political parties participating in 
primary to submit lists; and allows election administrator 
to fill vacancies [replaces 13-4-103 (2) 1 . 

Section 55. 13-4-103. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 56. 13-4-104. New material replaces wording 
in 13-4-203. 

Section 57. 13-4-105. No substantive change. 

Section 58. 13-4-106. Replaces all provisions relating 
to paying judges and allows paying mileage. 

Section 59. 13-4-201. Deletes posting of notice of 
election in precincts; duties of chief election judge. 

Section 60. 13-4-202. No substantive change. 

Section 61. 13-4-203. Provides election administrator 
shall train election judges; allows individuals willing to be 
judges to attend training sessions; requires secretary of 
state to provide training materials and hold workshops for' 
election administrators. 



Section 62. New. Provides for emergency leave for 
election judges. ' 

Section 63. 13-10-201. Sets beginning date for filing 
for office; changes deadline for filing from 40 to 50 days 
before primary election. 

Section 64. 13-10-202. Raises salary limit for minimum 
filing fee to $25.00 and minimum fee to $15; deletes special 
provision for county commissioners; raises fee to $10 for 
officials compensated by fees. 

I 

Section 65. 13-10-203. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 66. 13-10-204. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 67. 13-10-205.. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 68. 13-10-208. Changes date for certification 
of ballot for consistency and makes primary and general 
election provisions uniform. 

Section 69. 13-10-209. Specifies provisions for 
ballots a.pplying to primary only and allows not printing 
ballot for minor parties in primary under certain circumstances. 

Section 70. 13-10-301. General provision for uniformity 
with general election procedures and specific provisions 
applying to primary only. 

Section 71. 13-10-302. Clarification 

Section 72. Clarification 

Section 73. 13-10-305. Minor changes for consistency 
and clarification. 

Section 74. 13-10-311. Rewritten for uniformity with 
general election procedures and specifying primary procedures. 

Section 75. 13-10- 325. Changes deadline for withdrawal 
of candidate; provides form of withdrawal; specifies filing 
fee not refunded. 

Section 76. 13-10-326. Vacancy provisions rewritten 
solve administrative and time problems. 

Section 77. 13-10-327. Vacancy provisions rewritten 
to solve administrative and time problems. 

Section 78. 13-10-328. No substantive change. 

Section 79. 13-10-401. No substantive change. 

Section 80. 13-10-402. No substantive change. 



Section 81. 13-10-403. Requires write in blank on ballot. 

Section 82. 13-10-405. Clarifies filing fee not required. 

Section 83. 13-10-501- Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 84. 13-10-502. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 85. 13-10-503. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 86. 13-10-504. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 87. f 3-10-505. Minor changes for =onsistency. 

Section 88. 13-10-601. Percentage of vote requirement 
changed for consistency - vote for successful candidate is 
used as basis throughout bill for uniformity. 

Section 89. 13-10-604. No substantive change. 

Section 90. 13-12-101. No substantive change. 

Section 91. 13-12-102. General revisions for consistency 
and to add flexibility. 

Section 92. 13-12-201. Amendments add necessary language 
from repealed sections relating to ballot form and certification 
as well as changes for consistency and flexibility. 

Section 93. 13-12-202. Amendments add necessary language 
from repealed sections relating to ballot form and certification 
as well as changes for consistency and flexibility. 

Section 94. 13-12-203. Amendments add necessary language 
from repealed sections relating to ballot form and certification 
as well as changes for consistency and flexibility. 

Section 95. 13-12-204. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 96. 13-12-205. Requires all candidates (major 
and minor parties and independents) be rotated in same manner; 
provides method of rotating when there are more candidates 
than precincts in jurisdiction; allows rotation by legislative 
district. 

Section 97. 13-12-207. Adds offices not covered in 
existing law. 

Section 98. 13-12-208. Deletes detail covered by 
amendments to sections 13-12-201 through 13-12-203. 

Section 99. 13-12-209. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 100. 12-12-210. Minor changes for consistency. 



S e c t i o n  101.  13-12-212. N o  s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e s .  

S e c t i o n  102 .  New.  R e p l a c e s  13-10-210. 

S e c t i o n  103 .  13-13-101. S p e c i f i e s  d u t i e s  i m p l i e d  i n  
e x i s t i n g  law.  

S e c t i o n  104 .  New.  R e p l a c e s  a l l  o r  p a r t s  o f  13-13-102, 
13-13-105, 13-17-301, 13-18-202 and  13-18-203; m i n o r  c h a n g e s  
f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  105 .  N e w .  R e p l a c e s  a l l  or  p a r t s  o f  13-13-102, 
13-13-105, 13-17-301, 13-18-202 and  13-18-203; m i n o r  c h a n g e s  
f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  106.  New. R e p l a c e s  a l l  o r  p a r t s  o f  13-13-102, 
13-13-105, 13-17-301, 13-18-202 and  13-18-203; minor  c h a n g e s  
f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  107 .  New.  R e p l a c e s  13-13-104; a d d s  r e q u i r e m e n t  
t h a t  e l e c t o r  g i v e  c o r r e c t  name and  a d d r e s s  t o  e l e c t i o n  j u d g e  
and  c o m p l e t e  forms  t o  make n e c e s s a r y  c o r r e c t i o n s  b e f o r e  v o t i n g .  

S e c t i o n  108.  New.  R e p l a c e s  p a r t  o f  13-13-103 and  c l a r i f i e s  
p r o c e d u r e  f o r  p r e c i n c t s  u s i n g  machine  o r  d e v i c e s .  

S e c t i o n  109 .  New. R e p l a c e s  p a r t  o f  13-13-103; minor  c h a n g e s  
f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  110.  New. R e p l a c e s  13-13-106 and  13-13-107; 
m i n o r  c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  111. New.  A l lows  t a k i n g  b a l l o t  t o  e l e c t o r  
a b l e  t o  come t o  p r e m i s e s  b u t  u n a b l e  t o  e n t e r  p o l l i n g  p l a c e .  

S e c t i o n  1 1 2 .  New. R e p l a c e s  13-13-108. C l a r i f i e s  
p r o v i s i o n s  t o  i n s u r e  e l e c t o r  may b e  a s s i s t e d  by  i n d i v i d u a l  
o f  h i s  c h o i c e  w i t h o u t  p r e s e n c e .  

S e c t i o n  113 .  New. R e p l a c e s  13-13-109. N o  s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e ,  

S e c t i o n  1 1 4 .  New. Al lows  a d d i t i o n a l  p o l l  w a t c h e r s .  

S e c t i o n  115.  New.  R e p l a c e s  13-13-110. N o  s u b s t a n t i v e  
change .  

S e c t i o n  116.  13-13-201. Al lows  e l e c t i o n  j u d g e  t o  vote 
a b s e n t e e  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  

S e c t i o n  117 .  13-13-203. Minor  c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  118 .  13-13-211. N o  s u b s t a n t i v e  change .  



S e c t i o n  119. 13-13-212 Allow a!:plicati.on f o r  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t  by l e t t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p e c i a l  form. 

S e c t i o n  120. 13-13-213. No s u b s t a n t i v e  change ,  

S e c t i o n  121.  13-13-214. R e q u i r e s  s t amping  b a l l o t  b e f o r e  
s e n d i n g  t o  a b s e n t e e  e l e c t o r  and adds  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  p r i m a r y  
b a l l o t s .  

S e c t i o n  122.  13-13-221. Minor chanqes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  123.  13-13-222. Minor changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  124. 13-13-231. Minor changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  125.  13-13-232, Minor changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  126.  13-13-233. Minor changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  127.  New. Rep laces  13-13-202 and 13-13-240. 

S e c t i o n  128.  13-13-234. No s u b s t a n t i v e  change.  

S e c t i o n  129.  13-13-235. Changes i n  p r o c e d u r e  for h a n d l i n g  
a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  t o  conform t o  s e c t i o n  127 and c l a r i f y  p r o c e d u r e s .  

S e c t i o n  130.  N e w .  Rep laces  d e l e t e d  p a r t s  o f  13-13-235; 
minor  c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  131.  13-13-236. Changes needed f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

f o r  
S e c t i o n  132.  

c h a l l e n g e .  
Adds " r e s i d e n c e "  t o  g r o u n d s  

S e c t i o n  133.  New. Rep laces  13-13-302; changes  needed fo r  
c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  134.  13-13-304. Minor changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  135.  13-13-306. Minor changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  136.  13-13-307. Minor changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  137.  13-13-309 Minor changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  138.  13-13-310. Minor changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  139 New. N o n p a r t i s a n  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ;  r e p l a c e  
t h r o u g h  13-14-102 t h r o u g h  13-14-104, 13-14-201 

S e c t i o n  146 . t h r o u g h  13-14-204 and 13-14-206; 
r e v i s e s  r e p l a c e d  s e c t i o n s  t o  c o v e r  
a l l  n o n p a r t i s a n  e l e c t i o n s .  



S e c t i o n  147 .  New.  R e p l a c e s  13-14-101; no  s u b s t a n t i v e  
change .  

S e c t i o n  148.  N e w -  R e p l a c e s  13-14-207 a n d  13-14-208. 

S e c t i o n  149.  New.  Cover s  j u s t i c e s  of t h e  p e a c e  ( c o n f o r m s  
t o  a n  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o p i n i o n )  and  any  o t h e r  f u t u r e  j u d i c i a l  
o f f i c e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  

S e c t i o n  150 .  New.  Al lows  c o u n t i n g  b o a r d  t o  b e g i n  c o u n t  
b e f o r e  p o l l s  c l o s e  a t  o p t i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  

S e c t i o n  151 .  1 3  15-101. Minor c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  152 .  13-15-201. Deletes p r o v i s i o n  a l l o w i n g  
r e c o n c i l i n g  p o l l  book and  number o f  b a l l o t s  by d e s t r o y i n g  
b a l l o t s ;  r e q u i r e s  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d  o f  any  d i s c r e p a n c i e s .  

S e c t i o n  153 .  13-15-202. S u b s e c t i o n  ( 3 )  r e p l a c e s  p a r t  
o f  13-15-201 o f  e x i s t i n g  law;  no s u b s t a n t i v e  changes .  

S e c t i o n  154 .  13-15-204. No s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e s .  

S e c t i o n  155.  13-15-205. Minor c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  156.  13-15-301. D e l e t e d  s u b s e c t i o n  (1) c o v e r e d  
by s e c t i o n  1 7  o f  t h i s  b i l l ;  n o  s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e s .  

S e c t i o n  157 .  13-15-401. Changes needed  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  158 .  13-15-402. Changes needed  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  159 .  13-15-403. R e q u i r e s  c a n v a s s  b o a r d  t o  r e c o r d  
a l l  w r i t e - i n  v o t e s .  

S e c t i o n  160.  13-15-404. R e v i s e s  
c a n v a s s  t o  conform t o  s e c t i o n  1 8  o f  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  
t h i s  b i l l .  

f o r  r e p o r t  

S e c t i o n  161.  13-15-405. Adds p r o v i s i o n s  needed  f o r  
c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  162 .  13-15-406. Adds r e f e r e n c e  t o  p r o v i s i o n  of 
campaign f i n a n c e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  a c t ;  d e l e t e s  ( 2 )  b e c a u s e  
c o v e r e d  i n  o t h e r  s t a t u t e s .  

S e c t i o n  163 .  13-15-501. Minor c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  164 .  13-15-502. Minor c h a n q e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  165 .  13-15-503. Minor c h a n q e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  166 .  New.  P r o v i s i o n s  needed  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  
w i t h  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  b i l l .  



Section 167. New. Provisions needed for consistency 
with other provisions of bill. 

Section 168. New. Provisions needed for consistency 
with other provisions of bill. 

Section 169. 13-15-504. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 170. 13-16-101. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 171. 13-16-201. Covers additional cases of 
close votes. 

Section 172. 13-16-203. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 173. 13-16-204- Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 174. 13-16-301. Specifies application for 
recount made to district court in county in which candidate 
resides only. 

Section 175. 13-16-303. Minor chanqes for consistency. 

Section 176. 13-16-304. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 177. 13-16-305. Minor changes for consistency. 

Section 178. 13-16-307. Deletes requirement for compensation 
of canvassing board and clerks since county officials and 
employees cannot be compensated in addition to wages and costs 
to county can be recovered as part of recount costs; adds 
provision for recount on ballot issue. 

Section 179. 13-16-401. Allows news media and interested 
citizens to observe recount. 

Section 180. 13-16-402. Minor changes for consistency; 
subsections ( 5 ) ,  (6) and (7) moved to sections 183 and 184 
of this bill. 

Section 181. New. Provisions added for recounts of votes 
cast by voting machines or devices. 

Section 182. New, Provisions added for recounts of 
votes cast by voting machines or devices. 

Section 183. New. Subsections (5), (6) and (7) of 
13-16-402; no substantive change. 

Section 184. New. Subsections (5), (6) and (7) of 
13-16-402; no substantive change. 

Section 185. 13-16-403. Procedures for voting machines 
and devices added. 



S e c t i o n  186.  13-16-404.. No s u b s t a n t i v e  change .  

S e c t i o n  187.  13-16-501. S u b s e c t i o n  (1) i s  p r o v i s i o n  
f rom 13-10-318; n o  s u b s t a n t i v e  change .  

S e c t i o n  188.  13-16-502. No s u b s t a n t i v e  change .  

S e c t i o n  189 .  13-16-503. R e q u i r e  o n e  of c a n d i d a t e s  
t i e d  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d .  

S e c t i o n  190.  13-16-504. R e q u i r e  o n e  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  
t i e d  t o  be a p p o i n t e d .  

S e c t i o n  191 .  13-16-505. R e q u i r e  o n e  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  
t i e d  t o  be a p p o i n t e d .  

S e c t i o n  192.  13-16-506. R e q u i r e  o n e  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  
t i e d  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d .  

S e c t i o n  193 .  New.  C o v e r s  any  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  
n o t  c o v e r e d  by p r o c e d i n g  s e c t i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  194 .  13-17-101. R e v i s i o n s  t o  c o v e r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  
S e c t i o n  195 .  13-17-102. v o t i n g  mach ines  and  d e v i c e s  - C h a p t e r  
S e c t i o n  196 .  13-17-103. 1 8  o f  e x i s t i n g  l a w ,  c o v e r i n g  
S e c t i o n  197 .  13-17-104. e l e c t r o n i c  v o t i n g  d e v i c e s ,  i s  
S e c t i o n  198 .  13-17-105.  r e p e a l e d .  
S e c t i o n  199 .  13-17-106. 

S e c t i o n  200. New. C o n t a i n s  p r o v i s i o n s  f rom 13-18-105 
a n d  a l l o w s  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  u s e  o f  new t y p e s  o f  v o t i n g  
mach ines  o r  d e v i c e s  w i t h o u t  e n a c t i n g  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  201. 13-17-201. R e v i s i o n s  needed  t o  c o v e r  a l l  
S e c t i o n  202. 13-17-203. t y p e s  o f  mach ines  or  d e v i c e s  a n d  
S e c t i o n  203. 13-17-204. c h a n g e s  needed  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  
S e c t i o n  2 0 4 .  13-17-206. 
S e c t i o n  205. 13-17-301. 
S e c t i o n  206. 13-17-305. 
S e c t i o n  207 .  13-17-306. 

S e c t i o n  208. 13-25-101. S e t s  d e a d l i n e  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
of p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  by p o l t i c a l  
p a r t i e s .  

S e c t i o n  209. 13-25-203. P r o v i s i o n s  for  t i m e  o f  h o l d i n g  
e l e c t i o n  t o  f i l l  v a c a n c y  i n  o f f i c e  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

S e c t i o n  210. New.  P r o v i d e s  f o r  n o m i n a t i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  
f o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  f i l l  vacancy  i n  o f f i c e  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r  
or  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

S e c t i o n  211. 13-26-109- R e q u i r e s  f i l i n g  an  o f f i c i a l  
r e c o r d  o f  a c t i o n  o f  c o n v e n t i o n  t o  r a t i f y  amendment t o  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  Montana S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  



S e c t i o n  214 .  13-27-402. C l a r i f i e s  who w r i t e s  a r g u m e n t  
f o r  voter  p a m p h l e t .  

S e c t i o n  215.  13-35-106. Minor  c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  216.  13-35-107. B r o a d e n s  c o v e r a g e .  

S e c t i o n  217.  13-35-202. N o  s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e .  

S e c t i o n  218.  13-35-207. Deletes ( 3 )  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  
w i t h  c h a n g e  t o  c i v i l  p e n a l t i e s .  

S e c t i o n  219. 13-35-211. I n c o r p o r a t e s  r u l e  o f  c o m m i s s i o n e r  
o f  c a m p a i g n  f i n a n c e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  t o  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f i n e  
e l e c t i o n e e r i n g ;  o t h e r  c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  220 13-35-215,  13-35-225, 13-35-226, 13-35-231, 
t h r o u g h  13-36-101 - t h r o u g h  13-36-103, 13-36-202, 

S e c t i o n  229. 13-36-205,and 13-36-207. Changes  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  
a n d  t o  c l a r i f y  p r o c e d u r e s .  

S e c t i o n  230 13-37-111 t h r o u g h  13-37-114 a n d  13-37-117 
t h r o u g h  -3-37-119. C l a r i f i e s  a u t h o r i t y  

S e c t i o n  236.  o f  c o m m i s s i o n e r ;  o t h e r  c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  
a n d  c l a r i f y .  

S e c t i o n  237.  13-37-120. D e l e t e d  s u b s e c t i o n  ( 2 )  c o v e r e d  
b y  13-37-127. 

S e c t i o n  238 13-37-121,  13-37-123 t h r o u g h  13-37-127. N o  
t h r o u s h  s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e  o r  m i n o r  c h a n g e s  f o r  - 

S e c t i o n  243.  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  244. N e w .  Change p e n a l t i e s  f r o m  c r i m i n a l  t o  c i v i l .  

S e c t i o n  245.  New. Change p e n a l t i e s  f r o m  c r i m i n a l  t o  c i v i l .  

S e c t i o n  246.  New. Change  p e n a l t i e s  f r o m  c r i m i n a l  t o  c i v i l .  

S e c t i o n  243 13-37-201, 13-37-202, 13-37-205 13-37-206, 
t h r o u g h  13-37-208 a n d  13-37-215. I n c o r p o r a t e  r u l e s  

S e c t i o n  252. o f  c o m m i s s i o n e r ;  m i n o r  c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  
a n d  c l a r i t y .  

S e c t i o n  253.  13-37-216. Changes  l i m i t s  o n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ;  
b r o a d e n s  c o v e r a g e  t o  c o v e r  o t h e r  o f f i c e s .  

S e c t i o n  254.  13-37-217. Minor  c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  255.  13-37-225. Minor  c h a n q e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  

S e c t i o n  256.  13-37-226. Minor  c h a n g e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y .  



Section 257. 13-37-227. Allows commissioner to adopt rules 
relating to committees filing reports with federal election 
commission and out of state committees. 

Scction 258. 13-37-228. Broadens coverage to include 
political committees and clarifies provisions for carrying 
forward balancesfrom one campaign to another. 

Section 259. 13-37-229. Revises reporting requirements. 

Section 260. 13-37-231. Incorporates rule of commissioner; 
minor changes for consistency. 

Section 261. New. Require state and county central 
committees of political parties to file copy of rules with 
appropriate election official. 

Section 262. New. Require state and county central 
committees of political parties to file copy of rules with 
appropriate election official. 

Section 351 Amendments to Title 20, Education; requires 
through general procedures in Title 13 be followed 

Section 368. for school elections but leaves administration 
of school elections with school officials; 
other changes for consistency. 

Section 369 Amendments to Title 76, Land Resources 
through and Use, and Title 85, Water Use, for 

Section 374. consistency with provisions of this bill. 

Section 375. Transition schedule. 

Section 376. Severability. 

Section 377- Codification. 

Section 378. Repealer. 
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FRED LARK 
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P.O. Box 2277 
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BOB MERRILL 
SECRETARY TREASURE 
KULR-N 
P.O. Box 2512 
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PAST PRESIDENT 
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WILLIAM R. RElER 
DIRECTOR 
KBOZ R.dlo 
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DIRECTOR 
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Butte 59701 
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PHILIP HESS 
OFFlClO DIRECTOR 
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Mlsroula 56812 

BILL MERRRICK 
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717 S. Trscy Ave. 
Boleman 69715 

ROBERT W. HOENE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
213 Fllth Ave. 
P. 0. Box 505 
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TESTIP~IO&TY QF W,A. PiEFtRICK 

LOBBYIST P.;OLTTkEA BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION 

January  22, R 3  SB i f65 

SEEATE COtvliiITTEE 

M r .  Chairnan, 1,:enSers of t h e  Committee: 

Eiy name i s  E i l l  Merrick and I r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

llontana Eroadcas te r s  Associa t ion .  Our menber 

Radio and T e l e v i s i o n  S t a t i o n s  have been a c t i v e l y  

involved i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  process  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of 

Montana i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of news media, a d v e r t i s i n g  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and c i u i c  l e a d e r s .  T:e f e e l  t h a t  t h e  

of t h e  i n t e r i m  committee on S t a t e  Legal  

S e r v i c e s  and E l e c t i o n  Laws was done w i t h  much 

thought  and s tudy.  The b i l l  b e f o r e  you is an 

improvement of our  p r e s e n t  laws and one t h a t  our 

member TV and r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  suppor t .  The 

r e f i n i n g  process  of s t a t e  law which you a r e  

c o n s i d e r i n g  i n  t h i s  b i l l ,  vay n o t  provide  a l l  

t h e  answers, b u t  it is  c e r t a i n l y  a b i g  s t e p  forward 

and t . ~  recommend t h e  passage of SE 4i65 

Thank You. 



League of  'flomen Voters o f  Montana 
917 Harr ison 
Helena, Montana 59601 
2 2  January 79 

Senate  B i l l  65 - An a c t  t o  genera l ly  r e v i s e  t h e  laws r e l a t i n g  t o  
e l e c t i o n s ,  

The League of Women Voters of Montana suppor ts  t h e  passage of 
SB 6 5 .  For over  50 years  t h i s  organiza t ion  has  monitored and 
worked wi th  e l e c t i o n s  and e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s .  'de have been and 
w i l l  cont inue  t o  be a c t i v e  i n  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and i n  encouraging 
c i t i z e n s  t o  understand and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  process.  

I n  our  l a r g e ,  s p a r s e l y  populated s t a t e  wi th  many e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  
and 2 growing number of b a l l o t  i s s u e s ,  t h e  vote  of each i n d i v i d u a l  
[blonta-nan c a r r i e s  cons iderable  inf luence.  To maintain t h e  c i t i z e n ' s  
f z . i th  i n  t h e  democratic process ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of e l e c t i o n s  must be 
t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a t e  law can provide. SB 65 i s  a  comprehensive and 
un i f i ed  proposal aimed a t  i n s u r i n g  q u a l i t y  e l e c t i o n s  on a l l  l e v e l s  
o f  government. 

The p resen t  s t a t e  of Montana's e l e c t i o n  laws l eaves  much t o  be de- 
s i r e d .  ?onfusing and c o n f l i c t i n g  s t a t u t e s  b a f f l e  laymen, cand ida tes ,  
and e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  a l i k e ,  The r e p o r t  of t h e  in te r im Sommittee 
on S t a t e  Legal Services  and Xlect ion Laws summarizes t h e s e  de f i -  
c i e n c i e s  wel l .  

I n  1977 t h e  League supported t h e  in te r im s tudy of e l e c t i o n  laws, 
2nd subsequent ly followed t h e  committee's d e l i b e r a t i o n s  c lose ly .  
The committee encouraged t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of i n t e r e s t e d  groups 
such a s  t h e  c l e r k s  and recorde r s ,  and i t s  recommendations as con- 
t a ined  i n  SR 6 5  received excep t iona l ly  thorough s c r u t i n y .  

S p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  League endorses t h e  s t r eaml in ing  of e l e c t i o n  ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  concept of an e l e c t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  t o  handle 
2 1 1  e lec t iorn  (except  schoo l ) ,  and t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of cancel la -  
t i o n  and chal lenge  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  procedures. We a l s o  favor  t h e  
p r e c i n c t  as the  t i t e r r i t o r i a l  u n i t  of e l e c t i o n s t t .  This i s  pa r t i cu -  
l a r l y  important  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  and l o c a l  con tes t s .  The League sup- 
p o r t s  t h e  reschedul ing  of e l e c t i o n s  t o  provide f o r  a November gen- 
e r a l  e l e c t i o n  every year.  Voters w i l l  have a much b e t t e r  opportun- 
i t y  t o  focus on the  p o s i t i o n s  of county and c i t y  candida tes  and 
on t h e  m e r i t s  of l o c a l  b a l l o t  i s s u e s .  

I n  summ~.ry, c l e a r  and p r e c i s e  e l e c t i o n  laws do n o t  b e n e f i t  only 
t h o s e  d i r e c t l y  involved, but  they a r e  fundamentally important  f o r  

I 311 Montanans, 
,/ -- 

, ' t  

, , L / ' , / ~ . ; L ' ~ /  

M~irgaret  S. Davis 






