MINUTES OF THE MEETING
STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE S5ENATE

January 19, 1979
The sixth meeting of the State Administration Committee was
called to order by Chairman Pete Story on the above date in
Room 108 of the State Capitol at 10:00 A.M.

ROLL CALL: 211 members of the Committee were present.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL No. 91: Senator Chet Blaylock advised
this bill was the result of an interim study committee which looked
into the status and use of Veterans & Pioneers Memorial Building l

which also houses the Historical Society.

Senator Blaylock stated the bill would give the Department of
Administration power to survey state building use in Helena and l
allocate space according to need. He read the background of the
building as prepared by his researcher, starting with 1923 when the
legislature approved a building to be occupied by the historical

and pioneer groups with money raised by them. 2dditional 1egislativ4|
acts accomplished nothing. Then in 1941, by collaboration of these
Veterans and pioneer groups, the legislature passed a bill author-
izing construction of a building to be known as the "Montana Vetera:
and Pioneers Memorial Building", providing for issuance of bonds in
the sum of $250,000, the rest of the money to come from the groups,
the Capitol Building Land Grant Fund and from a portion of the .
proceeds from boxing matches. 1In the 1940's, the Sons and Daughters
of Montana Pioneers managed to buy €3 lots adjacent to the Captiol

for $115 which they donated to the state as their contribution to

the project. Page 2, lines 4 through 6 of the Bill, state that this'
group will not be charged for space because of this contribution,

but I will agree to more specific language to assure their occupancyl

in the building if that is required. It has also been purported

that the veterans groups kicked in $48,000 from the boxing tax,

but there was no additional money for the project that came directly
from the VFW or other veterans groups. .

The law says the state will provide space for these offices, but
nowhere does it say the space should be free. By this bill, we are
asking they pay for the light, heat and maintenance and someone to
have administrative authority over the management of this building.
Back in the 1950's, K. Ross Toole had trouble with the management.
In the Capitol Complex, we have many buildings, and feel there
should be someone to oversee them as problems arise. For instance,
in the storage area where there was paint stored along with arti-
facts. The other dav, I checked on these offices in question on
third floor and they were closed., He felt that there should be
room for an organized display of weapons used during the various
wars on the first floor, and the meeting room is also seldom used,
where the archivist and historical records need additional space.
We are not trying to kick the veterans groups out; we are merely
asking for help in maintenance fees. If these groups take a look
at their needs to see if they really need all the space they now
occupy, perhaps something could be worked out. If there is
language which is more specific for the Montana Sons and Daughters

of the Pioneers, I would be agreeable. Senator Blaylock also

m on®as
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checked on other state building use throughout the state and found
at the two university campuses there is not this situation of
office space being used free.

The Chairman asked for further prcoponents; there being none, opponents
were called for.

Louise Galt, representing the Disabled American Veterans, spoke in
opposition to the bill, giving additional review of the history of
the building in trying to establish to what extent certain funds
earmarked for the Veterans use was included in the construction. 1In
1923, Mrs. Galt stated the Veterans received quite a sum of money
from the Gibson-Dempsey fight which was later transferred to a
Veterans memorial fund "for erection and maintenance of a veterans'
memorial building". Also, back in 1923, a fund was established for
construction of a pioneer memorial building, but there was not
enough funds for both these buildings, so nothing was done for some
time. In 1939, a commission was established for the purpose of
expending the veterans memorial fund for construction of a building,
and stated plainly that it should be designated a veteran's memorial
building. In 1941, the Pioneers and Veterans groups joined forces
to accomplish this purpose, working with the legislature to pass a
measure for the State Board of Examiners to contract for a building
to include the Montana Historical Society and for the housing of
books, records, property of the veterans and pioneers and providing
headquarters for these groups, and a library. The offices on the -
third floor of this building have been occupied for about 25 years
by these groups.

Sen. Blaylock mentioned that the Pioneers gave the deed to the lots
to the state, but in a correction deed which was reccrded, they
mentioned it was a cooperative effort with other groups. 1In a
Supreme Court case, it was decided it was not a donation as such
because they were serving a public purpose - this pertained to

office space. It wasn't until the Historical Society had outgrown
its present facilities that this trouble started. In 1977, Mr.

Korte gave notice of eviction to these groups, but Judge McClearnon
replied this was a "watergate type of move". We have no gquarrel

with the Historical Society and realize their need for more space,
but we do object to them trying to evict the Veterans organizations
because of this. These Veterans groups do not have the ability to
pay rent and maintenance expenses and feel it is a back-door approach
to get rid of them. Mrs. Galt felt the end result is to force

these organizations to leave. She felt we should be aware of the
debt we owe to these veterans, and that it is in the best interests
of the state to maintain these groups. It would be a discredit to the
Vets and their work if this building did not continue to serve the
purpose for which it was constructed and intended.

John W. Mahan, VFW and also representing the Sons & Daughters of
the Pioneers, testified in opposition to the bill, that the head
of the Veterans organizations in Washington, D.C., had commented
that it was not unusual to give space to veterans throughout the
country. The reason is that these organizations do work that the
government would otherwise have todo. It is a memorial building,

not an office building, from the time it was constructed by the
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cooperation of these groups. There was an agreement at the time J

of construction that the 5% tax on boxing would go towards con-
struction of a building for both groups. These organizations would
have a breach of trust if the legisalture would now change the
original agreement and charge rent. Things have been working well
with the present facilities, and he hoped the legislature would not
break this trust.

Bob Durkee, VFW, testifying against the bill, stated this was the
fourth hearing on the subject and suggested the problem with

the Director of the Historical Society was not so much with him as
the fact he has to operate under a board. Regarding the use of the
third floor, Mr. Durkee stated they had anticipated legislation

last session to clarify this situation, but the board for the
Historical Society at that time said there was no need; so, they
offered us a contract and said they would call us in for a discussio
if there was any need for a change in management of the building.
The "trophy room" was an act of the legislature, the meeting room is
used by the public and state agencies used to charge the public for
use of it, perhaps as a way to discourage its use by the public.

He thought the Historical Society was a tenant like the veterans
were, but they had received a bill already for the rent projected
through 1981 for $9,000 per year. Mr. Durkee advised they had copie
of the deed which specifically provides for office space if anyone
would be interested in reading it, and asked that the VFW be exempt
from this bill. H e felt the people of the state knew where their
office was from past usage and had no objection to them being there:

Frederick John MacKintosh, DAV, presented his testimony in oppositio
to the bill by reading an article entitled "Bureaucrats Threaten
Veterans", copy of which is attached hereto for further reference.

L]

Tony Cumming, American Legion, opposing the bill, stated he had

been in the building since 1973 and had not experienced any problems
nor been asked to remove things from the basement. What is now

the "trophy room" was idle for 7 years, so, they worked with the
Historical Society in setting it up, and in 1963, it was designated
by then Governor Donald Nutter. They get their funds from dues-
paying members; their money is earmarked for specific programs. The
notice they received for rent would destroy their budget. They want
$3,054 the first year, which seems very high if it is just for lights,
etc., and over $2,000 increase from that the second year. He felt
it would be a continually rising figure and invited anyocne who
wanted to come over to tour the offices.

Ernest Morgan, American Legion, opposing the Bill, restated the
remarks of Mr. Cumming relative to their programs being funded by
their dues and that they are a non-profit organization. 1In order to
afford a rental on their office, they would have to raise dues to
such a high amount that most could not or would not pay them, and
asked things to remain as they now are.

Emma Ellison, Legislative Chairman, American Legion Auxiliary,
spoke in opposition to the Bill and requested that it do not pass.
She added that sometimes the Auxiliary is not mentioned specifically

but they are a part of the group.
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Marguerite Semenza, American Legion Auxiliary, asked to be on record
in opposition to the Bill.

Mary Jo Lovely, Montana Landlords Association, opposing the measure,
stated they were concerned with some of the wording in the Bill.

The Landlords' Association represents a lot of property in the state
which is why they are concerned with what the state would do with
this vacant property.

Paul Graham, Commander of WWI Battalion 661, advised they pay $5.00
a year for dues, of which $3 goes to the State Department. Not much
is left for them to work with, let alone pay rent of $1,300 to the
state out of this. He also stated they do use the meeting room on
occasions,

C. Bruce Loble, representing the Montana Scns & Daughters of the
Pioneers, commented his grandfather was one of the judges involved
in the original plans. He submitted his testimony in writing, copy
of which is attached to these minutes for further reference, along
with a copy of the proposed amendment to the Bill containing
language to delete the Pioneers organization from the Bill. Mr.
Loble also distributed copies of the Correction Deed which is on record
in Lewis and Clark County in which the real estate was conveyed to
the State of Montana for the purpose of providing the site for the
building, along with a portion of the board minutes relative to this
event. '

Representative Orval Ellison, House District 37, representing the
American Legion Post #7, which includes Big Timber, Livingston

and Gardiner, in opposition to the Bill, testified that it was his
opinion, referring to page 1, line 16, and the use of the word
"office" that this was in regard to a law, not an office, and that
they should not renig on a previous commitment.

Joe Crosswhite, Columbia Falls, a member of the Sons and Daughters

of the Montana Pioneers, in opposition to the legislation, said he
paid $2.50 a year for dues. There are very few left who are
eligible for this organization to pay dues at all, and it would

be impossible to keep an office open fulltime, paying help, etc., on
this small sum. If the Bill is not killed, he requested that this
organization be exempted by amendment.

Marjorie Larson, Montana Landlords Association, objecting to the
language of the bill, felt this might give the state blanket power
to go into the real estate business.

Frank Provost, DAV, stated he was highly opposed to the Bill.. He
added that they might not be in the office all the time as they
couldn't gather data sitting in the office all day.

June Westin, President of the Sons & Daughters of the Montana
Pioneers, spoke in favor of the amendment proposed by Mr. Loble and
defended their management of their office as they did not have

the money to pay help to stay open a full day.

William Hirkkinen, American Legion, speaking against the Bill,
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stated Senator Blaylock got a false impression of the material stor‘
There is a stock of rifles and other memorabilia which could be
displayed if there was room.

There being no further testimony, closing statement was called for.

Sen. Blaylock stated that the amendment proposed for the Sons &
Daughters of the Montana Pioneers was agreeable with him. He went

on to say that the information on rent costs in Helena were supplied
by Mr. Darcy of the Department of Administration at $2.00 per square
foot, but depended on what interpretation a person put on the word
"rent". Space has been provided up to now, but it does not state

in the law it should be all free. In comparison, office space
downtown is about $6 per square foot., If the Viet Nam veterans

and Korean veterans wanted space, who would make that decision -
there is no one who has management at this time. As to the im-
plication that I am down on veterans, that is not true as I am

a veteran of WW II, but don't feel the veterans should expect the
the country to supply all their needs. We only ask they reassess
their needs.

Chairman Story then opened the hearing to questions of the Committee1

Sen. Roskie questioned if the organizations were named in the
original document or if there were provisions for additional organi-
zations, to which Sen. Blaylock responded that there was no permmx‘l
really in control of the building.

Sen. Brown was concerned with the amounts mentioned for rent and
the $9,000 figure, to which Sen. Blaylock stated that was the total
amount charged for all organizations; the DAV, WWI, American

Legion and VFW.

There being no further questions, the hearing was closed on Senate
Bill No. 91.

CONSIDERATICON OF HOUSE BILL No. 47: The Chairman announced that
the sponsor of this Bill, Representative Art Sheldon, House District
$#22, Libby, was unable to present the Bill, and called on Jim
Richards, Planning Division of the Department of Community Affairs,
to present testimony.

Mr. Richards advised this was at the request of the Interim Sub-
committee on Subdivisions and related to ambiguities in the language
of the present law on exemptions for State Highway surveys. This
would clarify that the state would be allowed to sell pieces of
state highway property without further survey if those parcels
already appeared on State Highway plats. If it is already filed
with the Clerk & Recorder's office, no further survey would be
reguired.

The Chairman called for further proponents.

Beate Golda, representing the State Department of Highways as their
attorney stated this includes lands which the highway department

has acquired in various tracts for rights-of-way, etc., at various
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times, and would allow the sale of such portions which were no
longer needed without having to be resurveyed. She submitted
amendments to the Bill, copy of which is attached hereto for
further reference, and explained a problem of cross-purposes of
this Bill with House Bill No. 46 which pertains to eminent domain
parcels. She asked that consideration of this Bill be postponed
until after HB 46 has been decided.

Chairman Story advised that if Rep. Sheldon would so request, this
Bill would be returned to the House.

Robert Champion, Chief of Right-of-Way Bureau, Department of State
Highways, added that House Bills 46 and 47 together would eliminate
the need for preparation of certificates of exemption and would
require them to get certificates of survey from a private surveyor.
If these were to take effect in July, it would cost them to stop
all current projects and go back to redo a lot of survey work.

Some surveys they are now working on were done as long as 10 years
ago, so 1t would increase costs and time to do additional work
would be very detrimental to the state,

Sen. Hafferman commented if it has a mistake in it, it should be
sent back to the House.

Sen. Ryan asked the Highway Departmebt representative if they needed
this legislation, to which Mr. Champion replied no.

Sen. Story commented that he thought the surveys made in the past
by the Highway would not be adequate for subdivisions, first
mortgages, etc., and questioned if the Highway was exempt from
giving back the unused land, to which Mr. Champion responded that
they advise their buyers they must have a certificate of survey
prepared on the tract they purchase from the Highway if they want
them recorded. They do not actually require them to make a survey,
but if they want to put them on record, they have to have a survey
done.

In answer to a question if something in the law stated when land
was conveyed a deed must be recorded, Mr. Richards advised that
this 1s not totally required, but without the recording, there is
no public record of the transaction. A certificate of survey or
plat is a record by state law. An engineering survey is adequate
for the Highway's purpose.

Sen. Ryan questioned that a tract of no further value to the state
could be sold to a buyer without a survey being done, to which

Mr. Richards replied yes, if it is presently shown on a filed
Highway plat.

Sen. Story inquired what division of the highway handles this, and
Mr. Champion replied the field engineers and the Right-of-way
Bureau. He added that they first offer these tracts to the state
and local governments before it would pass on to private ownership.
They sell a tract about every 2 weeks and it takes about 90 days

to process the sale if there are no problems,
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Chairman Story stated it would perhaps speed things up if these
House bills were cleared up before the Senate receives them and
directed that this message be delivered to Rep. Sheldon that he
may have this Bill back in the House for further consideration.

There being no further testimony or questions, the hearing on
House Bill No. 47 was closed.

The Chairman announced that the hearing on Sernate Bill No. 90

will be postponed due to the prior ccmmitment of the sponsor,

Sen. Hazelbaker. He further announced that an executive session
would be scheduled later this week to clean up bills in the Committeq
which need action.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to be brought before this
Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 A.M.

« =
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Amendment to House Bill No. 47

(Proposed by the Department of Highways)

Page 1, line 12

Strike: "originally"

Line 13 and 14

Reinsert:; "of transfer of land in which the department of highways is
the grantor or grantee and which is *

Strike: ‘“"by which the department of highwavs transfers land that it
originally”
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Sons and Daughiers of
Meontanao Pioneers

“Chartered by the State Their Parents Founded”

L 4

TO: MEMBERS QOF THE SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
Re: Senate Bill 91/Sons and Daughters of Montana Pioneers
The

Montana corporation chartered to perpetuate the memory and
honor of oaLly pioneers who came to Montana; to preserve

the memories and incidents of pioneer life and history of
Montana; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to

the community, state and nation and to cherish and keep

alive our love and respect for our parents and their parents--
the pioneers of Montana. The members of this organizaticn
are located throughout Montana and the world.

Sons and Daughters of Montana Pioneers 1s a non-profit l

In accordance with long-standing state law, the Sons and l
Daughters have utilized, free of charge, a small room and a
small vault on the third floor of the Veterans and Pioneer
Memorial Building for meetings of the organization, research
and for storage of the organization and other organizations'
historical records. The room has been made available to

other worthy organizations, such as Bicentennial groups,

which are interested in preserving our Montana heritage.

do not keep any material in the Historical Society's climate—
controlled vault. '

Senate Bill 91 states that "The Sons and Daughters of Montana
Pioneers organization may not be charged when space is provide
pursuant to subsection (1) (c). Obviously, space for state ‘
government employees will always be scarce and i1f this

propcsed legislation becomes law, the Sons and Daughters'
small office space will eventually be taken away contrary to
the intent of successive Legislatures since 1945, Section
78-202, R.C.M. 1947, the intent of the Sons and Daughters in
donating 63 lots to the state, the intent of the State in
receiving those Lots, and the purpose for which the Memorial

Building was constructed.

After years of planning and legislative action, the Veterans
and Pioneer Memorial Building was constructed with funds
from the Capitol Building Land Grant Fund and some earmarke
funds collected for the use of veterans' organizations.
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1946, the Sons and Daughters donated 53 lots to
purpose of building the Pioneer Memorial Buildin

Building was also constructed on some of these 1

have a very high value today and represent a gre
tate of Montana.

he State for the
. The Mitchell
ts. These lots
t asset to the

T
g
o)
a

There is no doubt that everyone concerned with the transfer of
these 63 lots to the State of Montana belived that the Sons and
Daughters would be allowed to have free office space for the
purposes of the organization once the Veterans and Pioneers
Building was constructed.

An amendatory deed from the Sons and Daughters to the State of
iontana dated June 16, 1955 (recorded at Book 275, page 26 in the
Lewis and Clark Clerk and Recorder's office) states the reasons
for the transfer as follows:

"Whereas the first party (Sons and Daucghters) is
duly chartered for patriotic, historic and bene-
volent purposes . . . . .

"Whereas, as part of its program to accomplish
these purposes the first party did acquire the
hereafter described real estate adjacent to the
State Capitol grounds, as a suitable site for
establishing a permanent, central home and
location for meeting and carrying on its func-
tions and the activities of the corporation;

* %k %

"Whereas, all were anxious to cooperate with
the Sons and Daughters of Montana Pioneers,

to provide some suitable and convenient head-

guarters and central locations for the various

groups interested, including, as to the Sons

and Daughters of Montana Pioneers . . . .
"Whereas, it was made to appear to the satisfaction of

the Sons and Daughters of HMontana Pioneers that such

a joint headquarters could be established, for the

joint use and enjoyment of the organizations named,

and thereby the Sons and Daughters would have a

definite headquarters with office and quarters

for their use upon the real estate they then owned;

and that relying upon such hopes, and confident

da -

that the other organizations would wholeheartedly
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cooperate, the Sons and Daughters of lMontana
Pioneers did hasten to convey or attempt to con-
vey their lands to the State of Montana, for the
purposes enumerated above."

Since 1945 the purpose and use of the Pioneer building has b=en
and is to be:

". . . a perpetual memorial tc the war
veterans and pioneers of llontana, and
said building shall be devoted to the
use of the (several listed veterans'
organizations) and the sons and daughters
of Montana pioneers, and for the housing of
books, records, documents, and other property
of such veterans and organizations; and there
shall be provided in said building appropriate
office guarters for the state headquarters
and officers and employees of such veterans
and organizations, and for the librarian and
other employees of the Historical Society of
Montana.” (Section 78-202, R.C.M. 1947)

The Sons and Daughters did not transfer the 63 lots to the state
until Section 78-202 was passed by the 1945 legislature. A
portion of the 63 lots were transferred in 1946 and the remainder
in 1955.

Not only did the Sons and Daughters give this valuable land to
the state without charge, but the Sons and Daughters have con-
tinued to support the historical activities of the Historical
Society to the extent of its limited assets. For example, in
1958, the Sons and Daughters loaned valuable antique vases to the
State Historical Society for display. These vases were valued at
$30,000 in 1958 and are of unestimatable value at this time.

As you know, voliunteer organizations make up much of the backbone
of this country and provide services that could never be paid
from public funds. Similarly, the Sons and Daughters have
contributed enormously to the state of Montana and the only
request that the members make is that they be allowed to keep
their room and meeting place and the small vault to house their
historical records as promised them by former lecislators and
covernment officials in consideration for the donation of the
land upon which the Veterans and Pioneers Memorial Building and
the Mitchell Building is built.
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e would suggest amending Senate Bill No. 91 to recognize the
importance and the original intent of the donation of the land
by the Sons and Daughters upon which the Veterans and Pioneer
Memorial Building and Mitchell Building is built so that

Senate Bill 91, page 2, lines 4, 5, and 6 (last sentence) would
read as follows:

"In recognition and in consideration of the

fact that the land upon which the Veterans and
Pioneer Memorial Building and Mitchell Building
are located was donated to the state by the

Sons and Daughters of Montarna Pioneers, the

Sons and Dauchters of Montana Pioneers Organiza-
tion shall not be charged.”

“harnk vou.

o~
4

Respectfully submitted, _ T T L

(Mrs.) June Weston, President of
the Sons and Daughters of lMontana
Pioneers '

722 Crange Avenue

Eelena, Montana 59601



T0: MEMBERS OF 7THE SENATE STATE ADMIUISTRATION COMMITTID

Re: Senate Bill 91/Sons and Daughters of Montana Pioneers

I am a member of the Sons and Daughters of liontana Pioneers,
an organization with roots stretching back to keginnings of
Montana.

The organization has always used a room and vault in the
Veterans and Pioneer Memorial Building. The vault contains
historical recocrds of our own organization and our parent
organization, the Society of Montana Pioneers. The names of
the presidents of these two organizations read like pages out
cof a Montana history book, to-wit: James Fergus, Granville
Stuart, Anton Holter, W. A. Clark, Conrad Cohrs, just to name
a few. It 1s the records of these historical figures that we
seek to protect.

The deep abiding interest of the Sons and Daughters of !Montana
Pioneers in the preservation of history and their intent to
cbtain a permanent central home and location for meetings and
carrying on the functions and activities of the organizaticon
prompted the donation by thz Sons and Daughters Lo the State
of Montana, the land upon which the Veterans and Pioneer
Memorial Building and the Mithcell Building sit. The original
land was donated in 1546 and the remainder of the land in

1955. The 1955 deed spells out the Sons and Daucghters' intent
in donating this land.

My grancfather, Judge Lester H. Loble, and those like him in-
volved in the donation of that land were promised that the
Sons and Daughters would always have a home. ittached is a
copy of the Board Minutes of the Sons and Daughters dated
December 20, 1954 in which it states that:

"Governor Aronson and Attorney General Clson
said that 1f the officers of the Sons and
Daughters of Montana Pioneers would instruct
Mr. Bulen to draw up resolutions and »nresent
them to them, the State Board of Examliners,
they would have an abstract completed and
there would never be any additional cost

to the Sons and Daughters regarding and
taxes of any sort nor any other expenses."®
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The Sons and Daughters have always had a room in the Veterans and
Pioneer Memorial Building but we have been slowly forced into
smaller and smaller rocms. If this legislation passes, eventually
we will be ignominiously thrown out of a buiiding that would not
be standing where it now stands were it not for the Sons and
Daughters of Montana Pioneers.

Therefore, I earnestly request that this committee amend Senate
Bill 91 to recognize the consideration of the donation of the
land from the Sons and Daughters of Montana Pioneers.

Thank you.

Respectfully submitted,

C. Bruce Loble
440 Monroe
Eelena, Montana 59601
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Folling open discussions adbout furniture wnd exhbits the meeting was closed folling
the closing prayer by bkr. Bulen. -

after the mesting closed the grouy were guests of lir., Tocle and his staff for a lovely
lunch and social hour,

J
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Kuthleen Lindguist, secy 3ons j¢ Daughters
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MONTANA HISTORIEAL SOOIETY

¢
5 NORTH ROBERTS STREET - {406} 449 2624 »  HELENA, MONTANA 53601

Seprtember 12, 1977

Mr. John Sloan

Adjutant

Nisabled American Veterans
Veterans Administration Center
Fort Harrison, Montana 59636

Dear Mr. Sloan:

It has come to our attention that the office space presently
allocated to the Disabled American Vecterans organization in
this complex is not being used. With the additional programs
and responsibilities within this agency, we have serious
space limitations. We feel, therefore, that since the DAV
office is seldom used and since your organization occupies
permanent oflice space at Fort Harrison, it is only fitting
that under these circumstances this agency be allowed to

use that space for additional staff.

The Department of Administration, State of Mentana, is
responsible by law to allocate adeguate space for state
agencies. We have discussed this matter with Deputy Director
Lawrence D'Arcy. He indicates that they would support our
recommendation in this matter. The conference room would still
be available to your organiza*ion as it has been in the past
on a prioritized basis.

This letter, then, will serve as notification that we wish to
have any items .presently in your thirxd floor cffice removed
within a period of two weeks. We regret having to take this
action but severe space limitations have forced us to make
this decision.

KX/d1lb

cc: L. D'Arcy
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- JOHN E. SLOAN
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Dept. Service Officer
VA Center
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ber 15,

Fort Harrisen,
Governor Thomas Judge
State Capitol

Helena, Montana
‘ FREDERICK J. MacKDVTOSH
Excellenc Y. As3t. Dept. Adjutant-Tress.

Veterans' & Plonsers

Memortal Building
Helena, 3T Suc01

A few days ago the Disabled American
Veterans, Department of Montana, received
a letter - copy of which 1s atteched,-
advising this orgagnization that we would
be summarily evicted from our state head-
quarters office in the Veteramns and Pioncers
Memorial Building irn the capitol conmplex.

This letter appears to be the idez of one

Ken Korte, custodian of the building --

alided and abetted by somebody naced Lawrence

D'Arcy -- and we don't know who these pecple

are. We are just now advised that they are '
about to conduct a Watergate-type break-in

into our state headquarters cffice. ¥We are

confident, of course, that Your Excellency

had no idea whatever that any such scheme

was afoot.

In view of our past friendship with ¥Your
Excellency we respectfully request that you

have somebody In ycur office advise these two
state employees to pull in their horns, and

cool it, until Your Excellency and the Disabled
American VYeterans can get together and look into
this thing.

Thank you in advance for your prompt acticn in
this matter.

Yours t;uly, ) .-
K L B RN AP _L’i.’./L‘//'('I’/ CC’V""/"‘
Bruno L@ncioni

104 Country Cluh Lane

/

& /Z — Butte, Montana, 59701
r'LL / fﬁ? . State Commander, DAV
//' R 3
chn B. McClernan
O'Rourke Apts.
Butte, Montana, 59701 ‘
State Assistant Adjutant, D.A, V.

Chartered by Congress as the Oificial Spokesman for the Wars Disabled and their Dependents

Tz
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State of AHontana
Offtce of The Oovernor
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IMAS L. JUCGE

GOVERMOR
Soptawen 2%, 1877

Honorable John B. McClernan
State Assistant Adjutant, D.A.V.
O'Rourke Apartments

Rutte, Montana 50701

Doar Johi:
‘ I

—

Tnank you fex your dotber noegiucding ANV Stale of Fice Goactors i
the Voterans and Pioncers Memorial Building.

Juodndeod cem as ooooprise o that an oflor bowag urrdecn oy 1%
enloyees of the Montana Jistorical Scciety and {lhe Srate Dojwrtaonk of
cabidodstration Lo cviet Uhe Budo DUA VL Trowe T s lgned of Do srece.
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(1) The isstonce of an eviction nolice by Mr. Docte, Fo.ana fiistoric .
Socity, and Mr. D'Arcy, Department of 2dministration, prior to an official
response from State officers of the DALY, showed litile discrotion.

(2) That there is indeced a space utilization problem cor:fronting thie
Montana Historical Society. I'm convinced that Mr. Xorte's actions,
couwled with those of Mr. D'Arcy of the Dopartinent of Administration {the
State agency that is responsible by law to allocate adeguate sypace for
State agencies) was in keeping with what they believed to be the most
efficient utilization of epace.

Their actions do not appear to be directed solely at the DAV, of
Montana. There does, however, seem to be a lack of uderstanding of the
rele of the DLA.V. undor Mr. Sloan at Fort Harrison and the office space
acsignad in the Veoborans «sd Pioneors Meaorial 1widl. '

Now that Mr. Korte and Mr. D'Arcy have boen reassured that this space
is vital to the DALV, and is being utilizad, I'm sure you will have no
problems in the future.

Kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,
RO L. JULKGE

ce: John E. Sloan Governor
Jobn - T M~STumn —





