MINUTES OF MEETING
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
January 16, 1979

The ninth meeting of the Senate Judiciary Committee was
called to order by Chairman Everett R. Lensink on the above date
in room 331 at 10:01 a. m.

ROLL CALL: .

All members were present.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 88:

Senator Turnage gave an explanation of this bill, which
is an act to provide for the creation and administration of
trusts in favor of absent owners of interest in minerals and
to require those holding funds for absent owners to petition
for creation of such trusts. Senator Turnage went over the
bill section by section.

There were some questions and some further explanations
of the content of this bill. Senator Lensink asked if there
were any further proponents and none came forward. Senator
Healy requested that the term "absent owner" be defined. Sena-
tor Galt stated that in 1975 he had introduced a bill that was
similar to this bill but went further and Senator Towe commented
that this was an offshoot of that bill and stated that the bill
was passed by the senate but was killed in the house.

Senator Anderson questioned if when the property accedes to
the state, does it go into the general fund. Senator Towe said
that it eventually ends up in the general fund.

Senator Towe made a motion to amend the bill on page 4, line
12 by striking the word "the" following the word "on" and in-
serting in lieu thereof the word "such” and to strike the words
"held in trust". The motion carried unanimously.

Senator Anderson questioned if there was a considerable
amount of money presently being held for oil companies. Don
Allen, representing the Montana Petroleum Association, stated
that this was not really so. Don Allen did question if in sec-
tion 1, the wording would limit the benefit only to the person
with mineral interests. He felt that maybe it should be any
interested person. Both Senators Turnage and Towe felt satis-
fied with the language that is now in the bill.
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There were no further comments or questions on this bill.

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 88:

Senator Turnage moved that this bill do pass as amended.
The motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at
10:23 a.m.

SENATOR EVERETT R. LENSINK, Chairman
Judiciary Committee
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