
MINUTES OF MEETING 
SENATE J U D I C I A R Y  COMMITTEE 

J a n u a r y  l G ,  1979 

The n i n t h  m e e t i n g  of t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  Committee was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman E v e r e t t  R, Lensink on t h e  above d a t e  
i n  room 331 a t  10:01 a -  m a  

ROLL CALL: 

A l l  members were p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION O F  SENATE B I L L  88: 

S e n a t o r  Turnage gave a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h i s  b i l l ,  which 
i s  a n  ac t  to  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
t r u s t s  i n  f a v o r  of a b s e n t  owners o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  m i n e r a l s  and  
t o  r e q u i r e  t h o s e  h o l d i n g  funds  f o r  a b s e n t  owners t o  p e t i t i o n  
f o r  c r e a t i o n  o f  such t r u s t s .  S e n a t o r  Turnage went  o v e r  t h e  
b i l l  s e c t i o n  by s e c t i o n .  

There  were some q u e s t i o n s  and some f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h i s  b i l l .  S e n a t o r  Lens ink a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  I 

w e r e  any f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and none came fo rward .  S e n a t o r  
Mealy r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  " a b s e n t  owner" be d e f i n e d .  Sena- 
t o r  G a l t  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  1 9 7 5  he  had i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  t h a t  was 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  b i l l  b u t  went f u r t h e r  and S e n a t o r  Towe commented 
t h a t  t h i s  was a n  o f f s h o o t  of t h a t  b i l l  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  
was p a s s e d  by t h e  s e n a t e  b u t  was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  house .  

S e n a t o r  Anderson q u e s t i o n e d  i f  when t h e  property accedes to 
t h e  s t a t e ,  d o e s  i t  go i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  fund.  S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d  
t h a t  it e v e n t u a l l y  e n d s  up i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  fund .  

S e n a t o r  Towe made a  mot ion  t o  amend t h e  b i l l  on page 4 ,  l i n e  
1 2  by s t r i k i n g  t h e  word " t h e "  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  word "on" and in -  
s e r t i n g  i n  l i e u  t h e r e o f  t h e  word " such"  and t o  s t r i k e  t h e  words 
" h e l d  i n  t r u s t " .  The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

S e n a t o r  Anderson q u e s t i o n e d  i f  t h e r e  was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
amount of money p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  h e l d  f o r  o i l  companies .  Don 
A l l e n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Pe t ro leum A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  r e a l l y  s o .  Don A l l e n  d i d  q u e s t i o n  i f  i n  sec- 
t i o n  1, t h e  wording would l i m i t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o n l y  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  
w i t h  m i n e r a l  i n t e r e s t s -  H e  f e l t  t h a t  maybe it s h o u l d  be  any 
i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n .  Both S e n a t o r s  Turnage and Towe f e l t  s a t i s -  
f i e d  w i t h  t h e  l anguage  t h a t  i s  now i n  t h e  b i l l .  
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T h e r e  were no f u r t h e r  comments o r  q u e s t i o n s  on  t h i s  b i l l .  

DISPOSITION OF SENATE B I L L  88: 

S e n a t o r  Turnage  moved t h a t  this b i l l  do p a s s  a s  amended. 
The mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  
1 0 : 2 3  a , m .  

SENATOR EVERETT R .  L E N S I N K ,  Chairman 
J u d i c i a r y  Committee 
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January I' 73 ................ ............ ............................................. !?..t 19 

M R ............ F.~ssiCt.cz.rtttr ........................ 

Judiciary We, your committee on ........................................................................................................................................................ 

Senate 89 having had under consideration ................................................................................................................ Bill No .................. 

8 8  Respectfully report as follows: That ................... s.f:x~ak~ ......................................................................... Bill No ................... 
introduced b i l l ,  be ancnc?eii a s  fCIl low3: 

I, Pdge 4 ,  l i n e  12. 
P d i l o x i n g :  "orb" 
s t L i k e :  P~le" 

I n s e r t :  suclz" 

2. Payc 4 ,  f i r r e  12. 
S t r i k z :  "held i n  t r u s t "  

DO PASS -- 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena. Mont. 



ROlal, CALI, 

, I  U I) L C '  i A l < Y  COMMZ'l'TEE 

4fit:h I ,EC;TSJ~A'l ' lVl~:  !;lCf;STON - 1373 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I . . . , ( . ! I  L),ty A t t i i c l l  to M i n u t e s .  
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PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY I 




