
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1979 

An e x e c u t i v e  mee t ing  o f  t h e  Loca l  Government Committee 
was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman, S e n a t o r  George McCallum, on 
J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1979, a t  3 : 4 5  P-M. i n  Room 405 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t  

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 1 4 :  S e n a t o r  McCallum of 
S e n a t e  D i s t r i c t  1 2 ,  reviewed S e n a t e  B i l l  1 4 .  and t o l d  o f  some 
o f  t h e  comments t h a t  w e r e  made a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  o f  J a n u a r y  1 3 ,  1979. 
I t  w a s  f e l t  t h a t  Dennis  T a y l o r ,  R e s e a r c h e r ,  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  d r a f t  
a  commit tee  b i l l  t h a t  would t a k e  t h e  c o u n t i e s  o u t  o f  t h e  b i l l  
b u t  l e a v e  t h e  c i t i e s  i n .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  he  i s  hav ing  a  new b i l l  d r a f t e d  
t h a t  would t a k e  c a r e  of  MissouPa 's  problems.  H e  s t a t e d  h i s  
o b j e c t i o n s  t o  S B  14, and s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  f e e l  it was n e c e s s a r y  
t o  have  M r .  T a y l o r  d r a f t  a  new b i l l  f o r  t h e  c i t i e s .  S e n a t o r  
Lockrem a s k e d  t h e  s t a f f  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  would b e  t o  amend 1 
S B  14, and t h e  o t h e r  1 2  b i l l s  sponsored  by S e n a t o r s  Watt  and  
J e r g e s o n ,  t o  t a k e  t h e  c o u n t i e s  o u t .  Dennis  T a y l o r  s t a t e d  t h a t  
it i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  e i t h e r  amend SB 1 4 ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  o r  t o  p r e -  
p a r e  a  " c l e a n "  committee b i l l .  M r .  T a y l o r  recommended t h a t  i f  
t h e  commit tee  wants  t o  p roceed  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  a  com- 
mit tee b i l l  be  r e q u e s t e d  t o  make t h e  d r a f t i n g  go f a s t e r  and 
t o  avoid t e c h n i c a l  e r r o r s  t h a t  c a n  accompany massive amend- 
ments .  E i t h e r  way, T a y l o r  s a i d ,  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  b i l l s  
would remain t h e  s a m e .  

S e n a t o r  Watt t h o u g h t  t h a t  he  would p e r h a p s  t a k e  t h e  
c o u n t i e s  p a r t  o u t  of t h e  b i l l  u n l e s s  t h e  coun ty  h a s  5 o r  more 
commiss ioners .  H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  t h a t  p e r h a p s  
S B  1 4  c o u l d  have  some o f  t h e  powers amended. 

S e n a t o r  Lockrem commented t h a t  t h e  c i t i e s  have  a l l  t h e  
powers t h e y  need a l r e a d y ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  do n o t  have t h e  f l e x i -  
b i l i t y .  

S e n a t o r  O'Hara f e l t  t h a t  most o f  t h e  p e o p l e  were a f r a i d  
o f  a l l o w i n g  s o  much power i n  t h e  hands  of t h e  coun ty  commis- 
s i o n e r s ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  o l d  laws c o u l d  b e  amended. 

S e n a t o r  McCaPlum d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  b i l l .  I 

S e n a t o r  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  he i s  hav ing  d r a f t e d  
w i l l  be a b l e  t o  be amended i n t o  t h e  r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  codes .  
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S e n a t o r  S t o r y  s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e  b i l l  i s  
any l o n g e r  a  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  b i l l  and t h e  committee had t o  be 
v e r y  c a r e f u l .  

S e n a t o r  Thomas s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  SB 14  was v e r y  cumber- 
some and  o n l y  two o r  t h r e e  p e o p l e  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  whole b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  P e t e r s o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  he comes from a n  a r e a  
w i t h  s e l f  government power s o  t h e  b i l l  r e a l l y  d o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  
him. 

S e n a t o r  Rasmussen commented t h a t  h e  feels a  l e g i t i m a t e  
c o n c e r n  and would l i k e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h e  l o c a l  governments  
more power. H e  t h e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  hoped S e n a t o r  Lockremts  I 
b i l l  would t a k e  c a r e  of some o f  t h e  problems.  

S e n a t o r  Conover s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  of 
t a x e s  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  be l e v i e d  by a  l o c a l  g o v e r n i n g  body, 

S e n a t o r  McCallum s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  committee is  r e s p -  
o n s i b l e  i n  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  and i s  concerned  a s  t o  
what t h e  b i l l  would d o  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n .  

A motion was made by S e n a t o r  OIHara  t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  
1 4  be  g i v e n  a  "DO NOT PASS" recomendat ion .  Seconded by 
S e n a t o r  S t o r y .  Motion c a r r i e d  by a  v o t e  of  7-2. (See  
a t t a c h m e n t .  ) 

ADJOURN: A motion was made by S e n a t o r  Lockrem and 
seconded by S e n a t o r  Conover t o  a d j o u r n  a t  4:15. Motion 
c a r r i e d .  The n e x t  mee t ing  w i l l  be  h e l d  on Thursday,  
J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  1979,  i n  Room 405 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

Chairman, George McCallum 
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by Senator S t o r y  t h a t  S B  1 4  receive a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of 

"DO NOT PASS" f rom t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  M o t i o n  carried. 

(include enough information on mlion-put with yellow cap1 of 
amnittee r e p o r t . )  
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President .................... MR. ......................................... t 

........................................................................... We, your committee on ............................... u a L . . . a ~ ~ X m % ~ k  

........ .... ......................................................... having had under consideration ..................................... s!3lZlkc Bil l  No. 14 

1 4  ................... ............................................................. ............................... Respectfully report as follows: That $.'?na%.@ Bill No 

STATE PUB. CO.  
Helena, Mont. 

......................................................................-............................ 
Chairman. 




