
MINUTES OF THE EfEETING 
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & I R R I G A T I O N  

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1 9 7 9  

The t h i r d  mee t ing  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  L i v e s t o c k  and  
I r r i g a t i o n  Committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  on t h e  above  d a t e  
i n  Room 415 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  by Chairman G a l t  
a t  1 :30  p.m. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t .  

The f o l l o w i n g  w i t n e s s e s  were p r e s e n t  f o r  t e s t i m o n y :  

Rober t  A. E l l i s  Helena V a l l e y  I r r i g a t i o n  D i s t .  

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE B I L L  40:  S e n a t o r  Boy lan ,  d i s t r i c t  - 
# 2 3  had i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  w a s  a  r e c o d i f i -  
c a t i o n  b i l l .  H e  t h e n  a s k e d  t h e  s t a f f  p e r s o n  from L e g i s l a t i v e  
C o u n c i l  who had worked on t h e  b i l l  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c h a n g e s .  

L a r r y  Weinberg, s t a f f  a t t o r n e y ,  from L e g i s l - a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  
a l s o  s a i d  t h i s  was a  r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  b i l l  t o  c l e a n  up and 
up d a t e  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  codes .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  o n e  change 
made t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b i l l  was t o  change t h e  word " a c t "  t o  
" c h a p t e r " .  T h i s  would j u s t  b e  a n  upda ted  r e f e r e n c e .  H e  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  wording were n o t  changed t h e y  would 
have  t o  go  back and p u t  a l l  t h e  s e c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  
r e f e r r e d  t o .  A copy o f  t h e  changes  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  m i n u t e s .  
See  e x h i b i t  #1. 

M r .  Howard E l l i s ,  from Helena V a l l e y  I r r i g a t i o n  D i s t r i c t ,  
spoke  a s  a  p r o p o n e n t  t o  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  were  u n d e r  t h e  
1 9 0 2  a c t  and t h e y  c o u l d  s u p p o r t  and work w i t h  t h i s  b i l l .  

T h e r e  were no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  o r  opponen t s  t o  t h e  b i l l .  
The commit tee  was s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  changes  t h a t  had been 
made. 

DISPOSITION O F  SENATE B I L L  -- 4 0 :  S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  moved t h a t  
S e n a t e  B i l l  4 0  DO PASS. Seconded by S e n a t o r  Conover.  Motion 
was c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

T h e r e  be ing  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  t h e  m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d .  
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1979 L e g i s l a t u r e  
Code C o m i s s i o n e r  B i l l  - Surrirnary 

SENATE B i l l  N o .  4 0  

AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND CLARIFY THE LAWS RELATING TO 
WATER USE. 

( T h i s  summary d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  r o u t i n e  f o r n  o r  
g rammat ica l  c h a n g e s . )  

S e c t i o n  1. 85-6-108. " I n c o r p o r a t i o n  t a x "  is changed 
t o  " l i c e n s e  f e e "  and " f r a n c h i s e  t a x "  i s  changed t o  " l i c e n s e  
t a x "  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  t h e  t e r m i n o l o g y  used  i n  t h e  , 
c o r p o r a t e  laws.  

S e c t i o n  2.  85-7-1507. " [ a c t ]  " i s  changed to  " c h a p t e r "  
t o  p r o v i d e  a n  updated r e f e r e n c e .  The change i s  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  3. 85-7-1612. I n  s u b s e c t i o n  ( 3 )  , " [ c h a p t e r ]  " 
i s  changed t o  " c h a p t e r "  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  upda ted  r e f e r e n c e .  

S e c t i o n  4 .  85-7-1904. I n  s u b s e c t i o n  (1) (c)  , new 
p a n c t u a t i o n  and  a r rangement  are p r o v i d e d  f o r  c l a r i t y .  

S e c t i o n  5.  85-7-1906. I n  s u b s e c t i o n  ( 2 )  (b)  , " F e d e r a l  
Rec lamat ion  Act" T s  changed t o  " f e d e r a l  Reclamat ion  A c t  o f  
J u n e  1 7 ,  1902" t o  p r o v i d e  a c o r r e c t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  
law. 

S e c t i o n  6.  85-7-2204. " [ a c t ] "  i s  changed t o  " c h a p t e r "  
t o  p r o v i d e  a n  u p d a t e d  r e f e r e n c e .  

S e c t i o n s  7  t h r o u g h  11. 85-8-101, 85-8-102, 85-8-118, 
85-8-119, and 85-8-201. I n  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  
t h a t  an  owner of  land be a n  a d u l t  f o r  v a r i o u s  p u r p o s e s  is 
s u g g e s t e d  f o r  e l i n i n a t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  



an@ a9@ di%Efiriliriiition ana fo r  coris is ter tby w i t 8  thO ieiwk 
r e l a t i n g  k o  d ths?  types  of d i s t r i c t s .  S e c t i o n s  85-8-114 and 
85-8 -201  arg a ldd  fewrikten f o r  c l a r i t y .  

section - 12:  115-0-624. ~ l i  subsection (3) (e) ; ; I sk t  - 
f o r t h  i n  1 3 ~ 2 7 ~ 3 1 4 "  i s  changed t d  "prov ided  fok i n  $itle 13, 
c h a - t c r  1 7 "  &b providd a moke accdrate r e f e k e r i d e ;  
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e a e b a p  STWhij~r~u CIE%!$lTTEE REPORT 

J.a~!.~as:.y .15 19 79 ............... ......................... ...... 

................................................ ..... We, your committee on Ag~ i~ f r l I t . 73~2  *... ~ ~ ~ e . 6 . t ~ ~ k . . & ~ . . I s x ~ ~ a . ~ ~ ~ r  

Scfiatc 40  having had under considerazion ............................................................................................................... Bi l l  No. ................. 

.................................... .......... Respectfuliy repor; as follows: That .................................................. 9 Bil l  No .... 4.9 

DO PASS p - . - ,  

STATE PUB. CO. 
t l e l ~ n a .  Munt. 

Senator Jack E. G a l t ,  Chairman. 




