
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY CObLYITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January 12, 1979 

The meeting of the ~ssiness and Industry Committee was called 
to order by Chairman Frank Hazelbaker on the above date in 
Room 404 of the State Capitol Building at 10:OO a.m. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

Chairman Hazelbaker called on Senator Dover, Sponsor of Senate 
Bill 73 to give us an explanation of the bill. He said, "the 
bill would provide FM stereo radio services through repeaters 
similar to television repeaters. Too many of our areas are not 
able to get FM.)" He stated the summation which is attached was 
very good and pretty much self-explanatory. 

SENATE BILL 73: This bill would allow a television district 
to construct and operate an FM radio translator facility in 
addition to providing television services. The additional 
service and the tax on FM units would be authorized in 
substantially the same manner as the original creation of the 
TV district; that is, by petition to and hearing and resolution 
by the County Commissioners. 

Senator Dover would encourage a Do Pass on this bill. 

Chairman Hazelbaker introduced W. A. Merrick, Lobbyist for the 
Montana Broadcasters Association. His testimony is attached. 

Senator Goodover gave background on FM translators in Montana 
and said it provides a service that would be impossible to put 
in locally. He said it does not adversely affect anyone. 

The bill was put up for questions. 

Senator Blaylock asked Senator Dover if there was any opposition 
at all. Senator Dover said, "none that he knew of." 

nator Kolstad brought up the subject of cost. Lobbyist Merrick 
id the cost would be negligible and would cost the people in a 
rtlcular district no more than a dollar or two a year. 

Chairman Hazelbaker recommended amendments added to clarify the 
type of translators and receivers to which the bill applies. He 
asked the Comiiittee if they would want to make a motion to add the 
corrected amendments. 
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S e n a t o r  Goodover made a mot ion  t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  73  Do P a s s  a s  s o  
amended. S e n a t o r  Dover seconded  t h e  mot ion .  The b i l l  p a s s e d  
unanimously .  

Chairman H a z e l b a k e r  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  t o  r e p o r t  S e n a t e  B i l l .  73 
o u t  of commi t t ee  a f t e r  t h e  amendments a r e  p e r f e c t e d .  

Chairman H a z e l b a k e r  s t a t e d  h e  would l i k e  t o  c o n s i d e r  a l l  agency  
b i l l s  f rom t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  I n s u r a n c e  Commissioner  on one  day .  
T h e  Committee w i l l  b e  f u r n i s h e d  n a r r a t i v e s  on a l l  o f  them. 

ADJOURN:  The re  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  
a t  10:30 a . m .  
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BILLS TO BE HEARD BY 

THE SENATE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY COfdZ".IITTEE 

JANUARY 1 2 ,  1979 

B i l l  

SB 73 

S p o n s o r  
Dover 

T h i s  b i l l  would a l l o w  a  t e l e v i s i o n  d i s t r i c t  
t o  c o n s t r u c t  a n d  o p e r a t e  a n  FM r a d i o  t r a n s l a t o r  f a c i l i t y  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o v i d i n g  t e l e v i s i o n  services. The 
a d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  tax on  F M  u n i t s  would b e  
a u t h o r i z e d  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same manner  as  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

' c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  TV d i s t r i c t ;  t h a t  i s ,  by  p e t i t i o n  t o  and  
h e a r i n g  and r e s o l u t i o n  by the c o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r s .  
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(Please  leave prepared statement w i t h  S e c r e t a r v )  
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.................................................................. ... ........................... we, your committee on E!?E.XE.JES.S di2.22 ..XliDUS.'i%X 

............ ........................................................................... ...................... having had under consideration .sE'JIaTg Bil l  N0.73 

SEHATE 73 ................... ............................................................................................................ Respectfully report as follows: That Bill No 

That Senate Bill 140, 73 Introduced b i l l ,  be mended as follows: 

1. T i t l e ,  line 5 .  
Strika: "N.1 orR 

2 .  Pagc I- ,  line 10- 
Str ike :  "AH oh" 

3. Page I, l i n e  12. 
I F s b l m ~ i n g :  operaten 

St r ike :  "an or' 
Inserts "a broadcastR 
Follo-6lng : "facility" 
In so r t :  " (29  to 103 ii~egacycleo) " 

4 .  Pagc 1, line 14. 
Strike: "W4 orP 

STA r E  PUB. CO. 
He!en.i, tdnnt. 

(cornxr~-GEE 1 
.................................................................................................... 

Chairman. 



STATE PUH. C O .  
Helend.  M o n t .  
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montana broadcasters assoc ia t ion 

TESTIMONY OF Td, A .  MERRICK 

Lo4byi.s . t  T Montana B r o a d c a s t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
J a n u a r y  1 2 ,  1 9 7 9  

S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on  B u s i n e s s  a n d  I n d u s t r y  

S e n a t o r  F rank  H a z e l b a k e r ,  Chairman 

M r .  Chairman:  The l e g i s l a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h i s  C o m m i t t e e  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  

an  amendment t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  t e l e v i s i o n  t r a n s l a t o r  l a w  t o  i n c l u d c  

FM r a d i o  t r a n s l a t o r s  i n  c x i s t i n q  t r a n s l a t o r  d i s t r i c t s  i n  o u r  s t a t e  

and t o  a l l ow t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  new FP1 t r a n s l a t o r  d i s t r i c t s ,  s i n ~ i l a r  t o  

t h e  c u r r e n t  TV t r a n s l a t o r  d i s t r i c t s .  

T h i s  means t h a t  many more p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  en joy  FM r a d i o  b r o a d -  

c a s t s  a n d  i n  some c a s e s ,  a r e a s  w i l l  be s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  w i t h  

24  h o u r  l o c a l  r a d i o  w h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e y  have  h a d  o n l y  day t ime  a c c e s s  t o  

Montana s i g n a l s .  Through t r a n s l a t o r s ,  r u r a l  a r e a s  o r  remote communi t i e s  

w i l l  g e t  d e p e n d a b l e  w e a t h e r  news and  l o c a l  sports t h r o u g h  community 

s p o n s o r e d  t r a n s l a t o r s .  

I n  the c a s e  of e x i s t i n g  TV t r a n s l a t o r  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  FPiI c a p a b i l i t y  c a n  

b e  added a t  a nomina l  cost  a n d  t h e  f i n a n c e  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  

d i s t r i c t  c a n  b e  done  u n d e r  t h e  same l e g a l  f ramework w i t h  t h e  same main- 

tenance p e r s o n n e l .  

S e v e r a l  FM t r a n s l a t o r s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  owned and o p e r a t e d  

by the mothe r  s t a t i o n .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r s  e x i s t  i n  d i s t r i c t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  



l a w  before you  creates. T h e s e  later districts are  c u r r e n t l y  oper- 

a t i n g  w i t h o u t  legal s a n c t i o n .  They a r e  s e rv ing  well. b u t  need t o  

be brought u n d e r  Montana law. 

The Montana Broadcasters A s s o c i a t i o n ,  whi -ch  I represent, recomnends 

t h e  bill before the Committee. 

Some of y o u r  members, S e n a t o r  Goodover and Senator Dover, sponsors 

of the bill, have f i r s t  hand knowledge of the opera t ion  of FM t rans-  

lators and could probably expla in  t h e i r  need better t h a n  I ,  s o  I 

w i l l  n o t  go i n t o  a  long e x p l a n a t i o n  a t  t h i s  time. I f  you  do have 

q u e s t i o n s ,  I w i l l  a t tempt  t o  answer t h e m .  

T h a n k  you.  




