
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
TAXATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

JANUARY 9 ,  1979 

The f i r s t  meet ing of  t h e  Taxa t ion  Committee was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  on t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 415 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

I 
Bui ld ing  by Chairman Turnage a t  8:05 a . m .  

1 

ROLL CALL: R o l l  c a l l  found a l l  members p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  -- 
e x c e p t i o n  o f  Sens. Towe and Manning who w e r e  excused. 

The meeting was an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  meet ing and Chairman 
Turnage s t a t e d  t h e r e  were p l a n s  t o  ho ld  t h e  n e x t  mee t ing  on 

1 
, Thursday. H e  a l s o  went ove r ,  b r i e f l y ,  t h e  o t h e r  b i l l s  pre-  

s e n t l y  i n  t h e  committee and exp la ined  they  w i l l  be  scheduled  
f o r  hea r ing  as soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  

I 
1 
I 

CONSIDERATION OF SB50 - Chairman Turnage,  s i g n e r  o f  t h e  1 
Department-requested b i l l ,  exp la ined  t h e  b i l l  s t a t i n g  it was 
merely a change i n  wording i n  s u b s e c t i o n  (d )  which p e r m i t t e d  
t h e  Department of  Highways t o  d e p o s i t  fees d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  
earmarked fund. T h i s  would save  t h e  Department c o s t s  i n  book- 
keeping,  as w e l l  as be ing  a  more e f f i c i e n t  method, acco rd ing  

I 
t o  t h e  Chairman. 

There  fol lowed a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  b i l l  and Chair-  
man Turnage c a l l e d  f a r  q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  b i l l .  There  w e r e  no 

I 

f u r t h e r  comments. 1 
Sena to r  Watt t hen  Moved SB50 D o  Pass .  The motion was se- 

conded and c a r r i e d  unanimously. i 
Chairman Turnage t h e n  asked Sen. Watt f o r  comments on 

SB22. H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  it was a p a r t  of HB122, a voluminous 
b i l l  t h a t  was i n t roduced  i n  t h e  45th  L e g i s l a t i v e  Ses s ion .  The 
b i l l  was broken down and made i n t o  a number of  b i l l s  i n  an a t -  
tempt t o  make t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i t s e l f  more manageable. S e n a t o r  
Watt s a i d  some l o c a l  governments a r e  having t r o u b l e  w i t h  some 
p o r t i o n s  of t h e  l a w ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  HB122, and t h e  A t to rney  

I 
General  had r e p l i e d  t o  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  s ay ing  t h e  l a w  i t s e l f  
was ve ry  confus ing  - t h u s  t h e s e  a t t e m p t s  a t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  ] 
t h e  laws,  changed by HB122. 

I t  was p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e r e  were some s u b s t a n t i v e  changes  
i n  t h e  law and a l though  Sen. Watt s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
suppor t  every  change i n  SB22, he  had agreed  t o  i n t r o d u c e  it i n  
t h e  hope t h a t  t h e  l a w s  cou ld  be amended f o r  c l e a r e r  unders tand-  
i ng .  H e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a  l i s t  of t h e  s u b j e c t s  covered i n  SB22 f o r  
t h e  committee members; t h i s  is  E x h i b i t  #1, a t t a c h e d .  

Chairman Turnage then  in t roduced  Te r ry  Cohea, Research from 1 
t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l  who w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e  committee d u r i n g  t h e  
coming s e s s i o n ,  and t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  committee. A 



M s .  Cohea s a i d  s h e  had prepared  an o u t l i n e  of  t h e  b i l l s  
scheduled  f o r  h e a r i n g  and would do t h e  same f o r  t h e  remainder 
of t h e  b i l l s ,  i f  t h e  committee p r e f e r r e d .  

Sena to r  McCollum s a i d  SB14 w i l l  b e  hea rd  i n  Local  Govern- 
ment Committee Sa turday  a f t e rnoon  and s i n c e  it t o o  i s  a  p a r t  of 
~ ~ 1 2 2 ,  i n v i t e d  members of  t h e  Taxa t ion  Committee t o  a t t e n d  t h a t  
hear ing .  

Chairman Turnage then  asked f o r  sugges t ions  from t h e  mem- 
b e r s  and after a r e q u e s t  by Sen. Roskie f o r  s t a t u s  s h e e t s  of 
committee b i l l s  f o r  members' books, meeting was adjourned.  

/' 

--:JEAN A. TURNAGE - chairman 
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We, your committee on ........................ TIiXA2X.QLIf ........................................................................................................... 

having had under consideration ........................................ Bill ~ ~ . . 5 f i  .......... 

............ Respectfully report as follows: That ..........................................................................SE.... Bill No. ..5.0 ........... 
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