
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

J a n u a r y  9,  1979 

The mee t ing  of t h e  L o c a l  Government Committee was called 
t o  o r d e r  by Chairman, George MeCallum, on J a n u a r y  9 ,  1979,  a t  
l : 3 0  p.m. i n  Room 405 of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  member were p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 
S e n a t o r  S t o r y  who w a s  excused.  However, h e  a r r i v e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  mee t ing .  

The f o l l o w i n g  v i s i t o r s  t e s t i f i e d :  Don Dooley f r o m  t h e  
Department  of Community A f f a i r s ,  and  Mike McGrath f rom t h e  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e .  O t h e r  v i s i t o r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  
S e e  At tachment .  

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL B49: S e n a t o r  P e t e r s o n  
o f  S e n a t e  Dis t r ic t  4 2 ,  s p o n s o r  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  #49,  q a v e  a b r i e f  
resume o f  t h e  b i l l .    his b i l l  is a n  a c t  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  l a w  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  F i r e  Department  R e l i e f  
A s s o c i a t i o n  p e n s i o n  f u n d s  i n  m i n i c i p a l i t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  
f i r s t  and second c l a s s  c i t ies .  

Don Dooley from t h e  Department  o f  Community A f f a i r s  spoke  
i n  f a v o r  of  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  would make 
r e p o r t i n g  more o p e r i a b l e .  

A mot ion  w a s  made by S e n a t o r  P e t e r s o n  moving t h a t  
S e n a t e  B i l l  #49 b e  g i v e n  a "DO PASS" recommendation, seconded  
by S e n a t o r  Conover. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL #34: S e n a t o r  Thomas of 
S e n a t e  D i s t r i c t  20 ,  s p o n s o r  of S e n a t e  B i l l  # 3 4 ,  g a v e  a 
b r i e f  resume of t h e  b i l l .  T h i s  b i l l  i s  a n  a c t  t o  r e v i s e  
t h e  s t a t u t e s  p r e s c r i b i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  
commiss ioners ,  mayor and a lderman by d e l e t i n g  f r e e h o l d e r  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  H e  t h e n  i n t r o d u c e d  Mike McGrath o f  t h e  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  who spoke i n  f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l .  I 

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  t h e  l a w  now r e a d s  it i s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  
and h i s  o f f i c e  h a s  been asked  f o r  o p i n i o n s  as f a r  back  as  1977,  
r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r .  Some c i t y  c l e r k s  are r e q u i r i n g  I 

p e o p l e  t o  own l a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i l e  f o r  o f f i c e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u t e s .  I t  i s  a n  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  
and t h i s  b i l l  would t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  problem. I - 

A mot ion  was made by S e n a t o r  Watt moving t h a t  S e n a t e  
B i l l  #34 b e  g i v e n  a "DO PASS" recommendation, seconded  by S e n a t o r  
Conover.  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 
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Senator Watt spoke on Senate Bill #14 which will be 
heard on January 13, 1979 in Room 405. He stated that 
Senate Bill #14 is part of House Bill a122 which was 
introduced in the House last session, however, the Senate 
did not even really consider the bill. He explained why he 
is a co-sponsor of the bill. Many cities and counties 
are having real problems. Senator McCallum reviewed the 
history of HB 122. An interim committee has been studying 
this bill. Senator Watt presented an outline of SB 14. 

Senator Lockrem asked Senator Story, if the county and city 
portions of the bill are integrated. Senator Story, replied, 
"Yes". Larry Weinburg, staff attorney for the Legislative 
Council will review the recodification of local government 
bills at the meeting on Thurday, January 11, 1979. 

ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourn at 2:20 p.m. with the 
next meeting to be held on Thurday, January 11, 1979 at 
1:30 in Room 405 to consider Senate Bill 47. 
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.......................... MR. R ~ s ~ u ~ " L . .  ........ 

.-I ................................................................ ........................................... we, your committee on L W  ...GO.W BlL%l?!l! 

. r -, 
having had under consideration ..................................................... h .......................................... Bill No. ....... 3.4 ..... 

........ ........................................ ..... ............................................ Respectfully report as follows: That 3 . .  Bill No 34 

DO PASS 

STATE PUB. CO.  
Helena. Mont. 

............................................ 8 ....................................................... 
Chairman. 
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-. . nrm ...................................................................... .................................... we, your committee on LKA~...G.Q.YAPM%-EAIA 

having had under consideration ................................................... ........................................... Bill NO ....... A9 ...... 

SEHATE ..... ........ ........................................................................................................... Rerpcrfully report as follows: That Bill NO q.2. 

DO PASS 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena. Mont. 

\ 

Chairman. 
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APPEARING ON WHICH PZOPOSAL: -cdd -3/ 
DO YOU: SUPPORT? / AMEND? OPPOSE? 
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