
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January 9, 1979 

The second meeting of the Highways and Transportation 
Committee met on the 1st floor of the Capitol Building at 
%:30 P.M. to go an a tour of the new Highway ~uilding. 

ROLE CALL: A11 members were present with the exception 
of Senator Hazelbaker who was excused and Senator Manning 
who was absent. Shaun Simon was not present, 

Won Richards, Director of the Department of Highways 
conducted the tour, After touring the building, a brief 
question and answer session followed. All of the Department 
heads were present. 

The committee left the Highway Building at 2:45  p.m. 
and adjourned. 
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INFORMATION ASSEMBLY ABOUT THE 

NEW MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF 

HIGHWAY COMPLEX 

The a d d r e s s  of t h e  new home of t h e  Highway Department i s  
2701 P r o s p e c t  Avenue. Telephone f o r  t h e  D i r e c t o r ' s  o f f i c e  i s  
449-2482. 

Whitney and G r i f f i n  s f  Helena were t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  f o r  t h e  
new complex. The g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  was S l e t t e n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Company o f  Grea t  F a l l s ,  Reber Plumbing and Heat ing handled  t h e  
e l e c t r i c a l  and mechanical  work. Waters Cons t ruc t ion  Company of 
Helena i s  doing  t h e  landscaping ,  which i s  s t i l l  underway. 

While i n i t i a l  p lanning  f o r  t h e  highway p l a n t  began some 
seven  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  a c t u a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  g o t  underway on  August 31, 
1976. I t  was occupied o f f i c i a l l y  on September 11, 1978. 

B u i l t  a t  a c o s t  of $6,746,020 ( i n c l u d i n g  landscaping ,  b u t  n o t  
t h e  l a n d ) ,  it i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  s t a t e  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  up to -da t e .  
I t  is l o c a t e d  on 148 a c r e s  o f  l and  c o s t i n g  $445,543.00. The 
landscaping  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  cost  $135,900.00, when completed.  I 
The b u i l d i n g  and l a n d  are t o  be  p a i d  f o r  o u t  o f  t h e  Earmarked 
Revenue Account (Gaso l ine  and D i e s e l  t a x e s ;  GVW, f e e s ,  etc.) Ap- 
prox imate ly  550 empfoyees are housed i n , t h e  new group of b u i l d i n g s .  

The Motor Pool ,  shop pe r sonne l ,  t h e  A i r c r a f t  Uni t ,  and t h e  T r a v e l  
Sromotion Un i t  are t h e  o n l y  empfoyees remaining i n  t h e i r  former 
l o c a t i o n s .  

The D i r e c t o r  s tates,  however, he  hopes t o  have a new maintenance 
f a c i l i t y  on t h e  new complex s i t e  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

The complex is l a r g e ,  w i t h  spac ious  connec t ing  ha l lways ,  s o m e  
c a r p e t e d  o f f i c e s  and o t h e r  areas, a long  w i t h  a p l e a s i n g  decor  
o v e r a l l .  The D i r e c t o r  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  c a r p e t i n g  n o t  o n l y  is  a s  
cheap or cheaper  t h a n  some o t h e r  t y p e s  of  high-grade f l o o r i n g ,  
b u t  i s  a l s o  easier t o  main ta in .  And soundproof ing makes f o r  more 
e f f i c i e n t  working c o n d i t i o n s .  

C e n t r a l i z a t i o n  - - - p l a c i n g  a11  t h e  employees under one  roof  - - 
w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s s  e f f i c i e n c y  tremendously from a 
management s t a n d p o i n t ,  Richards  says .  




