
FISH AND GAME CCfilMmTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

The f i r s t  meeting of the Fish and Game C d t t e e  was called to 
order by Chairman Ed Smith, a t  2:40 P.M., in Rocsn 402 of the State 
Capitol Building. 

PiOU CALL: A l l  members were present. Membership of the Canaoit- 
tee is as follows: Senator EcS Smith, Chairman; Senator Jack G a l t ,  V i c e  
Chairman; Senator Mike Anderson; Senator Pat Goodover; Senator John 
Manfey; Senator Lawrence Stimatz; and Senator Fred Van Valkenburg. 

Chairman Snit. introduced the Camittee Secret;rry, Sherri Smith. 
Representative John Staigmiller, Chairman of the Pause Fish and G a m  
Cammittee, was introduced by Chairman Smith and he, in turn, introduced 
the naesnbers of the C d t t e e  and his Camittee Secretary, Judy Mook. 
M r .  Jim Lear, Staff Piicwrney for  the House Fish and Game Corrmittee,was 
also introducec?. 

C h a b u n  Bt-itk i-111xduced Debbie Schmidt, Researcher for  the 
Legislative Council, who ??ill be working w i t h  the Senate Fish and Game 
C d t t e e  . 

Representative Staigmiller expressed a desire for  the joint am- 
nittees t o  met together a s  often as  possible and m r k  very closely. 

Chairman Smith announced the Senate Fish and Game M t t e e  
would m e e t  on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, £ran 1:30 P.M. to  
4:00 P.M., in Roam 402 of the Capitol Building. H e  mentioned there 
would be times he could not attend Camittee meetings since he is a 
m a b e r  of two others, and that  i n  his absence, Senator Jack Galt, V i c e  
Chairman, would conduct the meetings. 

Chairman Smith asked the Fish and G a  Camittee of the Senate 
i f  any of its nmhrs would l ike  t o  review the pre-filed b i l l s  originating 
w i t h  the Montana Fish and Game Deparbmt and m t i o n e d  that they would 
require sponsoring. These four b i l l s  (SB 6,  SB 26, SB 35 and SB 36) 
were passed around for all members to peruse. 

Chairman Smith introduced Dr .  Wbert Wambach, Director of the 
Montana Fish and G a w  Departnent; Dr. Wambach then introduced the  
following members of the Ccarmission: M r .  Alfred Bishop of Billings; 
Mr, Arthur figenston of Glendive; Mr. Spencer Hegstad of Dillon; and 
Mr. Earl She.rron of Missoula. Dr. Wambach explained that the Chairman 
of the Ccarmission was unable to attend since he is out of the state. 
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D r .  Wwnbach introduced h i s  staff  rrmkrs from the D e m t .  

Chairman Smith asked if anyone had any questions of the Ccsrmission. 
~ r .  W a m b a c h  stated he would be a t  the service of the Fish and Game Can- 
mittees, both tIouse and Senate, and muld offer  any assistance or  answer 
any questions they might have. 

Representative Staigmiller announced the House Fish and Gare 
Camittee meetings muld be held on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays 
f m  1:30 P.M. to  4:00 P.M., in the Livestock Building (Capitol Annex). 

Chainnan Smith said tha t  a l l  t e s t h n y  presented by the Montana 
Fish and G e  Departnwt o r  other agencies and organizations should be 
prepared in written form and presented t o  the Catanittee Secretary and 
C a m i t t e e  mmbers prior to rweting. 

Dr .  Wambach said he would attend as  many metings as possible; 
i f  he is unable to attend, he w i l l  have the appropriate staff  representa- 
t ive  at tmd. 

&presentative Vicky Johnson asked Dr .  Wamhch i f  there would 
be an alternative method of funding, if the fishing license increase 
did not go through. Dr. Wambach replied that i f  the Department was 
not granted the fishing license increase, it would simply have to cut  
back on development and improvemnts. He  said .there is a possibility 
that  sm f i sh  hatcheries may have to  be closed h m .  

catmissioner Al Bishop said if the Ccgtrmittees planned to  contact 
Fish and Game Cchrmissioners in regard to legislation, he f e l t  each Can- 
missioner should be contacted individually. He wanted it a matter of 
record that  he wuld l ike  to be personally contacted. 

Catmissioner Hegstad said sawtimes the Epartment and the Ccxn- 
mission d i f fe r  in opinion, but everyone tries to work together. H e  
reminded the C d t t e e  Members that both the Deparkmnt and the Cam- 
mission are available a t  all times i f  they are needed, and that the 
Camnissioners muld be happy to oame to Helena to testify any time 
they are asked to  do so. 

Chairman Smith asked that anyone having questions concerning 
the C a m i t t e e  contact -the t2xtmittee Secretary. 

Senator Van Valkenburg  said it was  h i s  understanding that the 
Carmission supported the Depar tment  package of legislation, and asked 
i f  that was  a u n a n h u s  decision. catmissioner Hegstad said every- 
one was in agreement. 

Camnissioner Bishop said everyone was  not in agrement; he 
reiterated that ~ s s i o n e r s  should be contacted individually about 
any and a l l  legislation. 
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@hairman Smith stated it is not an unusual situation, and there 
w i l l  be conflicts within the Camittee fran time to time. 

Dr. Wambach said the legislation approved by the Corranission is 
sanething t o  forward to  the legislature t o  be reviewed and considered, and 
tha t  it is a concensus of opinion. H e  said the Ccmnission accepted recam- 
m d a t i o n s  and it hopes they are what the people want. 

Representative Aubyn Cwtiss wanted to know how the budget fo r  
this biennium anpared w i t h  that of the las t .  Dr .  W a m b a c h  asked M r .  Tan 
Rippingale, Accounting and Finance Bureau Chief of the Fish and Game 
Ge-tr to  answer the question. Mr. Rippingale said he was  reluctant 
t o  cannent since he didn't have the exact figures a t  hand, but he would 
approximate the increase a t  betmen three t o  four and one-half percent. 

Representative Curtiss asked what the nunber one priori ty of the 
Fish andl Game Beprtmnt  program was as f a r  as the legislat ive session 
is concerned. 

Dr. W&ch replied the f i r s t  priori ty w a s  to -rove landowner- 
sportsman relations. He  said he is concerned not only w i t h  private land, 
but w i t h  state and federally-med land as w e l l .  

Representative O r v a l  Ellison said the De-t should s o l i c i t  
any negative reactions t o  the proposed legislation £ ran  Departmnt 
personnel and, i f  there are negative reactions, the legislat ive d t -  
tees should k made aware of it. 

t 3 d r m m  Smith anmunced the Camittee w i l l  begin hearing b i l l s  
this next week and that he would l ike  to have people present to  test ify.  
H e  said the Carrmittee Secretary w i l l  contact the Deparbnent when b i l l s  
are set for hearing, as well as contacting the chief sponsors. 

Representative George Johnston said he wanted the  CcPTFnissioners 
and Department personnel to contact him personally, i f  they had questions. 
Shainnan Smith confinwd this as  f a r  as his Camnittee was concerned. 

~ s s i m e r  Bishop said he did not v m t  to create the impres- 
sion that all  the C d s s i o n  did was fight ,  but they have def ini te  
differences of opinion. H e  said the ~ s s i o n ' s  goal was to run the 
Fish and Game Department as efficiently as  possible, and in  a responsible 
mer. H e  said there are f ive  carYnissioners and consequently f ive  
different  points of view. C d s s i o n e r  Bishop said the ccmnission 
Chairman cannot speak for  a l l  of the Departrent; the Deparhnent and the 
Ccmnission are not always in accord w i t h  thinqs and they should be 
separated. 

Chairman Sanith asked i f  anyone had questions. There were none. 
The vis i tors  and the House Fish and Game Camnittee members were excused 
and Chairman Smith asked the Senate Fish and Game Cannittee members to 
stay for  further discussion. 
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Chatman Smith called a recess a t  3:15 P.M. 

The meeting reconvened a t  3:20 P.M., and was again called to order 
by Chairman smith. 

H e  then discussed ground rules and protocol for  Comittee meetings. 
It was stated that everyone muld have an equal voice and he requested that 
the Chair be addressed before anyone spoke. H i s  desire is to  keep the 
Camnittee in order a t  a l l  times. He said he would request that  a l l  testi- 
mny be presented in written form, since it has happened that sane people 
have tes t i f i ed  one way and then later said they didn't. Everyone wishing 
t o  do so w i l l  have a chance t o  speak their  thoughts. 

The proponents w i l l  speak f i r s t  a t  h e a r i n g s  ; proponents last, 
H e  asked the C d t t e e  mgnbers if they muld like q u e s t i w  a f t e r  each o r  
a t  the end of both testimnies. It was agreed tha t  questions muld be 
allawed after a l l  the t e s t b n y  is presented. This includes testirmny by 
proponents arad opponents and the rebuttal of proLpnents. 

Chairman Smith said i f  the C a r n i t t e e  were considering a controversial 
b i l l ,  the C d t t e e  wuld try to provide a week's notice. The chief spon- 
sor of the b i l l  w i l l  be notified, along with the Fish and Game Departnent, 

The Camittee agreed, after discussion, that  since it was a public 
hearing rm,  mking wuld be al lwed.  

DISCUSSION QF SENATE BlLL 6 : A BILL FOR AN ACI' EXVTITLED: "AN 
ACT TO GENERALZY REXISE AND CLARIFY THE LAWS RELATING TO I33ATS AND 
~ B I L E S .  " 

This b i l l  was pre-filed by the Fish and Game Departmmt; Senator 
Galt agreed to  spnsor  it and scheduling t o  hear the b i l l  was set for  
Tuesday, January 9. 

DISCUSSION OF SENATE BILL 26: A BILL FOR AN ACT IDTITUED: 
"AN ACT ?O INCREASE THE FEE FOR DUPLICATE LICENSES IN ORDER T I  MAKE THE FEE E13RE 
CIBPENSURATE WITH THE COSTS INVOLVED." 

This b i l l  was pre-filed by the Fish and Game Deparhnent; Senator 
Galt agreed to sponsor it and scheduling t o  hear the b i l l  was s e t  for  
Thursday, January 11. 

DISCUSSIO? OF SENATE BIU;  35: A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTI?ZED: 
"AN ACT TO PEWET IU;:SIDEWE WHO HAVE RJ3GED 12 YEARS OF AGE PRIOR 
TO S m  15 OF A H ' I N G  SEASON TO APPLY FOR AND OBTAIN PEfiMITS FOR 
THAT SEASON INTHESAMEMANNERASNONRESID~S." 

This b i l l  was  pre-filed by the Fish and Game Department; Senator Ander- 
s o n  agreed to sponsor it and scheduling t o  hear the b i l l  was set for  
Thursday, January 11. 



Senate Fish and Game Camnittee Minutes Page 5 5, 1979 

DISCUSSION QE' SENATE B I I L  36: A BILL FOR 2-h ACT ENTITLED: 
"AN ACT %XI ESTABLISH A NONRESIDENT TRFPPER'S LICENSE FEE. " 

Chairman Smith pointed out  that the bill covers only game ani- 
mals, and not  predatars. There continued a discussion about whether or 
not the mttee wanted to sponsor the bill. It was decided that the 0x1- 
m i t t e e  snembers did not wish to sponsor it, and the secretary was instruct- 
ed t o  return the bill to the Fish and Game Department, asking them to 
obtain sponsorship. 

A m t i o n  was made by Senator Manley and seconded by Senator 
 over ta do this. 

Chairman Smith reminded Caranittee m d x r s  that a l l  pre-filed 
bills must be formdlly introduced. 

m o m :  Senator Van ValL.- made a motion for adjourn- 
m t ;  it was seconded by Senator Manley and carried. The meeting was 
adjourned by Chairman Smith at 3:45 P.M. 
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