
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

JANUARY 5, 1979 

The Senate Education Committee met for its first meeting of the 46th 
Legislative Session Friday, January 5, 1979, in Room 402 of the 
Capitol Building. Senator Bob Brown, Chairman, called the meeting 
to order at 1:30 p.m. Committee members present were Senators Brown, 
Blaylock, E. Smith, Fasbender, Severson, and R. Smith. Senators O'Hara, 
McCallum, Thomas, and Anderson were excused due to scheduling conflicts 
with other committees. 

Former Chairman of the Education Committee, Senator Chet Blaylock, 
presented the gavel to the Chairman, Senator Bob Brown. Senator 
Brown introduced the committee staff Stan Zezotarski, Legislative 
Council Researcher, Bob Pyfer, Attorney, Legislative Council, and 
Jill Rohyans, Committee Secretary. 

After making a few housekeeping announcements, Senator Brown asked 
Stan Zezotarski to proceed with the presentation on the foundation 
program. 

Mr. Zezotarski statedthe purpose of the foundation program is to 
distribute funds equitably to all school districts to insure a 
quality education for all children. He explained the ANB (Average 
Number Belonging) calculation is arrived at by dividing the total 
aggregate days of attendance and regular days absent by 180 days. 
If a regularly enrolled pupil is absent more than 10 consecutive 
days, neither his absence or attendance is counted in the ANB calcu- 
lation. There are three sources of funding the foundation program. 
The county level includes 25 mills - elementary, 15 mills - secondary, 
federal forest funds, Taylor grazing funds, and fines and forfeitures, 
The state level includes interest and income monies, 2 5 %  of the 
corporation license taxes, 66% of the U.S. oil and gas regulating funds, 
10% of the coal tax monies and the surpluses from county levies as 
well as the general fund appropriation. Counties fund 20% of the 
schools' general fund doliars and the state 80%. If the state can't 
fund the full 80% the State Department of Revenue levies a state wide 
property tax for the difference. Counties can utilize permissive 
levies to reach their 20% total. The state also has a permissive 
levy if the counties don't reach the total 20%. 

Stan introduced John Campbell, Business Manager of Helena School 
District C1, who further explained the foundation program with a 
prepared overhead projection presentation. He explained the school 
fund structure and the makeup of the general fund. Total special 
education dollars are added to the total general fund monies to arrive t 

at the maximum general fund budget without a voted levy. Eighty per 
cent of that total is the foundation program, 20% is the permissive 
levy amount. Financing of the foundation program is funded by a 
dual equilization program. The county equilization (permissive levy 

1 dollars) payment funds the first percentage of the foundation program. 
The state equalization program (permissive levy) funds the remaining 
percentage. The Superintendent of Public Instruction estimates each 
year the amounts available from the two sources of revenue and 
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d e t e r m i n e s  i f  t h e  s t a t e  e q u i l i z a t i o n  amount w i l l  c o v e r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
program. A l l  d i s t r i c t s  r e c e i v e  t h e  s a m e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  e q u i l i z a t i o n  
f u n d s .  T h i s  y e a r  9 6 %  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  program w a s  funded by e q u i l i z a -  
t i o n  f u n d s .  A 3 .2  m i l l  p r o p e r t y  t a x  w a s  l e v i e d  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  4 %  
d e f i c i e n c y .  

S e n a t o r  Brown i n t r o d u c e d  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  G e o r g i a  
Ruth R i c e .  She welcomed t h e  S e n z t o r s  back t o  Helena and o f f e r e d  t h e  
s e r v i c e s  of O P I  t o  t h e  S e n a t o r s .  Brown bag i n f o r m a t i o n  l u n c h e s  w i l l  
be h e l d  e v e r y  Thursday noon t o  d i c u s s  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
program,  secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  and p o s t  s e c o n d a r y  v o c a t i o n a l  
e d u c a t i o n .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  t o  r econvene  
Wednesday, J a n u a r y  1 0  a t  1:30 p.m. 

j d r  
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