
MINUTES OF THE FISETING OF 

LEGISLATIVE SUB-C0,GUIITTEE FOR APPROPZIATICNS 01.I SDUCATION 

March 1 2 ,  1979 
7:40 p.m. 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
S u b j e c t :  WORK SESSION 

( 6  u n i v e r s i t y  u n i t s )  

T h e  m2etifig w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman C a r r o l l  South with t h e  1 
f o l l o w i n g  members p r e s e n t :  

Sen.  L a r r y  F a s b s n d e r  
Sen.  Haro ld  Nelson 

I 
Rep. Oscar  Rvaalen  
Rep. J z z k  :doore 
Rep. Ester  Bengtson 

I 
A l s o  ? r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e ,  Judy R i p p i n q a l e ,  F i sca l  A n a l y s t ;  
George S l n d y ,  A c t i n g  C o m . i s s i o n e r ;  D r .  T a s h ,  Western  Montana College; 
D r .  ErLzkson,  N o r t h e r n  Montana C o l l e g e ;  D r .  De?Icney, Plontana Tech; 

I 
D r .  Bo-. .~zrs,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana; D r .  VandeFJztnring, E a s t e r n  
2-Iontan1 C o l l e g e ;  and D r .  T i e t z ,  Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  1 
Georgs  Eandy, a c t i n g  Commissioner ,  gave  a f e w  b r i e f  c o i m e n t s  a b o u t  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m s -  H e  commented t h a t  the Board o f  R e g e n t s  
thanked  t h e  commit tee  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  them $ 5 , 0 0 0  t r a v e l  money. 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Board of Regen t s  t h i n k  they  w i l l  have  some 
s o r t  of  problems i n  t h e i r  b u d g e t  a s  d o e s  everybody else. I 
31r. Ba.?dy s a i d  t h a t  most  o f  t h e  campuses a r e  concerned  about t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  b u d g e t ,  some are concerned  a b o u t  b o t h  t h e  s o u r c e  a n d  l e v e l l  
of t h e  r e v e n u e  e s t i m a t e s ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  f a c u l t y  s a l a r i e s  
a re  a very high p r i o r i t y .  I n  t h i s  t i n 2  of d e c l i n i n g  enrollment ws 
have a problem of k e e p i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  of e d u c a t i o n  up and n o t  l e t  
i t  d s c l i n s .  

WESTZ3.L; 2.IO;JTANA COLLEGE 
I 

D r .  Tzsh made a f e w  corraents  a b c u t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c u t s ,  
1. 2s r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  c u t s ,  by p r o p o s a l ,  f o r  Wes te rn  be n o t  line 
i temed. I 
2 .  The  338 o f  o u r  c o n t r a c t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff 
t h a t  t h e  co;nmit tee 2 roposed  t o  b e  c u t  makes it e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  t o  
keeg up a  few p r o g r a n s  w e  now have.  I 
3 .  T h e  p r o p o s a l  s a y s  W.IC s h o u l d  do axay  w i t h  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  aid a n d  
coiabine it  w i t h  t h e  r e g i s t r a r .  I think f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o h i b i  
th2k. J 

I 



3r. Tash s t a t e d ,  :.;;viC h a s  t h e  l o x e s t  equ ipneat  b u d g e t  o f  all 6 
x n i t s .  H e  d o e s  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a  v a l i d  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  
o f  GXC equipment  i s  any lower  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  6 u n i t s ,  j u s t  
b e c a u s e  b::,IC i s  s n a l l e r .  

I n  t n e  r r , a t t e r  o f  o p e r a t i n g  e x p e n s e s ,  W3IC i s  down 10 .7  f rom what  
w e  had t h i s  y e a r .  D r .  Tash does  n o t  t h i n k  t h i s  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  
the LFA's c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  f a c t o r  o f  6-7% e a c h  y e a r .  

Sunrning up WXC1s t e s t i r c o n y ,  D r .  Tzsh s t a t e d ,  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  make 
i t  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  FlNC t o  ' a t t r a c t  new s t u d e n t s  a n d  n2i.n- 
t a i n  a n  academic  program and q u a l i t y ,  u n l e s s  we g e t  some of t h e s e  
t h i n g s  back  i n .  

N0RTHEEt.I' MONTANA COLLEGE 

D r .  E r i c k s o n  hopes t h a t  WlC c o u l d  make t h e  r o l l i n g  average.  e n r o l l m e n t  
p r o j e c t i o n .  Even w i t h  t h e  a d v a n t a q e  o f  t h e  r o l l i n g  a v e r a g e ,  NMC 
mus t  make s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c u l t y  r e d u c t i o n s .  NMC w i l l  r e d u c e  4 p o s i t i o n s  
a s  of J u n e  30. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  Kl4IC h a s  2 s t a f f  menbers  t h a t  a r e  
f i r s t  y e a r  f a c u l t y .  These two f a c u l t y  c a n n o t  be l e t  g o  b e c a u s e  o f  
o u r  c o n t r a c t s .  NMC i s  a s k i n g  for t h e  f u n d s  t o  c o v e r  t h e s s . t w o  
f a c u l t y  s a l a r i e s .  

D r .  E r i c k s o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  NMC h a s  a  v e r y  s e r i o u s  p r o b i c n  i n  t h e  a r e a  
o f  c a p i t a l  i n  t h e  p roposed  budge t .  NXC is a capital i n t e n s i v e  campus. 
NMC c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  t r a i n  o u r  s t u d e n t s  o n  o b s o l s t e  e q u i p r . e n t .  
rrip ,,, a r e  a s k i n g  t h e  c o r n i t t e e ' s  h e l p  i n  s u p p l e n z n t i n g  t h e  $225,000 
p roposod  i n  t h e  b u d g e t  f o r  t h e  b i e n n i u n .  

MONTANA TECH 

D r .  DeMoney g a v e  his t e s t i m o n y  as f o l l o w s :  

I. The t o t a l  b u d g e t  i s  somewhat l a s s  t h a n  t h e  R s g e n t s  approved .  

2.  The c a p i t a l  r e q u e s t  i s  f a v o r a b l e .  

3 .  F a c u l t y  s a l a r i e s  - Zvlontana Tech would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  c o r m i t t e e  
t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  95% f u n d i n g .  

4. O p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  - Montana Tech i s  f o r c a s t i n g  some s e r i o u s  - 

prob lems  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  The p roposed  b u d g e t  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
less t h a n  MCb!ST1s l a s t  y e a r s  budge t .  

5. U t i l i t i e s  - Montana Tech f e s l  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  more money i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  have  mor? S u i l d i n g s  t o  p a y  e l e c t r i c i t y  on.  

UNIVERSITY O F  XONTAbiA 

D r .  Bowers comnented t h a t  t h e  1 9  :1 f a c u l t y  r a t i o  would b u d g e t  

I 4 0 3 . 6 8  f a c u l t y  p o s i t i o n s .  T h i s  c o a p a r e s  t o  415.88 p o s i t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  
on t h e  f a c u l t y  body a t  UN. I f  Us1 was t o  comply w i t h  t h a t  f i g u r e ,  
UM would have  t o  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e  f a c u l t y  by 1 2 . 2 .  



r Bowers s t a t e d  t h a t  U1.1 Is conc2rnzd about  o p i t r a t i o n  e;-qense,s,  
The figure r e c o n ~ ~ e n d e d  would provide f o r  the  University a n  increase 
of 2 . 8 %  ove r  what i s  c u r r e n t l y  budgeted f o r  o p z r a t i o n s .  

D r .  Bowers t a l k e d  about  t h e  F o r e s t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  exper iment  
s t a t i o n .  He f e l t  I t  should  be funded. They a r e  a  v e r y  import- 
a n t  p a r t  of U31. 

1 
EASTERR MONTANA COLLEGE I 
EMC's main concern i s  f a c u l t y  s a l a r i e s .  D r .  Vande' i?etering s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h s  c o r n i t t e e ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  use  9 0 %  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t i e s  
a v e r a g s  s a l a r i e s  i s  n o t  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  EMC. B e  s t a t e d  that ENC hzs 
3 m a s t e r s  p rog rans ,  one t h a t  i s  a 90  c r e d i t  program. EMC has t h e  
l a r g e s t  number of y e a r s  i n  f a c u l t y  expe r i ence  w i t h i n  t h e  professor 
p o s i t i o n .  E>IC is convinced t h a t  this d i f f e r e n c e  i s  significant. 
D r .  VandeWetering s t a t e d  t h a t  EXC i s  w r y  grateful f o r  t h e  

I 
agiproval of t h e  P . E .  Complex b u i l d i n g .  I 
FONTAX-2. STATZ UNIVERSITY 

fir. T i e t z  i n t r o d u c e d  2 people he had t e s t i f y  or1 b e h a l f  of MSU. 4 
F i r s t ,  was D r .  J o e  Asleson speaking  f o r  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e  Expe r inen t  
S t a t i o n .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  2 y e a r s  ago t h e  c o n n i t t e e  a p p r o g r i a t e d  a 
salary i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e  Experiment S t a t i o n  t h a t  was 
l o ~ , . ~ e r  t h a n  t h a t  of  t h e  t each ing  f a c u l t y  in o t h s  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

1 
D r .  Azileson s t a t e d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  concern i s  t5e incon2  r e s e r v e  and 
o p e r a t i o n .  Some of  t h e s e  funds  have a l r e a d y  bzen s p e n t  and o t h e r  
corments  have been made. 

I 
T h s  incorns e s t i m a t e  t h a t  MSU w i l l  have t o  m a k e  f o r  ths c u r r e n t  1 
f i s c a l  y e a r  is  h i g h e r  t h a n  we have exper ienced  b s f o r e .  

I 
MSU ~/jould l i k e  t o  have a  m i c r o s c o p i s t  h i r e d  i n  fiscal 1980. The 
m i c r o s c o p i s t  needs  t o  be on s t a f f  about  1 8  months b e f o r e  he  can 

I 
app ly  f o r  and r e c e i v s  f e d e r a l  g r a n t s .  I 

:4r. Hoffman,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  extension s e r v i c e ,  t a l k e d  4 
abou t  the  Sheep s p e c i a l i s t  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  XDEAY program, H e  gave 
a  feor b r i e f  comments on t h i s  m a t t e r .  1 
D r .  T i e t z  a l s o  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  m i c r o s c o p i s t .  He again s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  w i l l  need him t h e  first y e a r  of t h e  biennium,  He t a l k e d  
abou t  i n d i r e c t  c o s t  r e c o v e r i e s .  HSU i s  look ing  a t  an  estimate f o r  
t h e  1931 biennium of an  increase of  $187,878 one year and anothcr  
$ 1 0 2 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  second y e a r  of t h e  b i e n n i u s  for a t o t a l  of  $ 2 9 0 , 0 0 0  

Oase and t h a t  i s  a n t i c i p a t i o n  MSU's c 3 n t r a c t s  and g r a n t s  i n c r ,  
wi t? i in  t h i s  2 e r i o d  of t i n e .  

I 
D r .  T i e t z  would l i k e  t o  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  the problem of opera t ing  
expznses. MSU w i l l  b e  below t h e  level i n  77-78. J - 

Chairman Soc th  ended t h e  meztinq by saying t h ? t  the c o ~ a i t t e e  has 
done t h e  b e s t  j ob  t h e y  cou ld  do in t h e  6 u n i t s  b u d g e t s .  The r s  I 



m i g h t  be a fex changes, b u t  n o t h i n g  d r a s t i c .  He! state6 t h a t  the 
I cormittee has a job t o  do a l s o  and we have only so much money w e  

can t a k e  o u t  of g e n e r a l  f u n d s .  

H e  thanked  everyone  for corning and ad jou rned  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  
9 : 2 0  p . m .  
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L< y , *.'<<',,- , ,/ - ;. c-, , . / 7 -  ,' 
CARROLL SOUTH, CHA1RC.L-f " 

. \ i ' ' 
J e a n n e  Glennon, S e c r e t a r y  




