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The n e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  8:10 a.m. by C h a i r n a n  
S t e v e  Waldron  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  members p r e s e n t :  

Chai rman S t e v e  Waldron 
S e n a t o r  Gary  A k l e s t a d  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  Hand 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o b e r t  Marks 
S e n a t o r  P a t  Regan 
S e n a t o r  P e t e  S t o r y  

O t h e r s  p r e s e n t  w e r e :  S e e  a t t a c h e d  l i s t .  

? h i s  b u r e a u  i s  r e s p ~ n s i b l e  f o r  making d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  o f  d i s a b i l i t y  
f o r  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  c a s e s  where  c l a i m a n t s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  
S u p p l e n e n t a l  S e c u r i t y  Income. They a r e  recommending a d d i t i o n a l  
s t a f f  t o  d o  more i n t e n s i v e  reviews by t h e  b u r e a u .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  b u d g e t s  a r e  d u e  t o  a  1 0 %  v a c a n c y  s a v i n g s  t a k e n  by  t h e  LFA. 

?.on k i e i s s ,  OEPP, f e l t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  was m a i n l y  i n  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
s e r v i c e s  b u z g e t .  They h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a  b u d g e t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  f o r  ! 
2 . 0 8  FTEs i n  FY 80 and  2 .13  FTEs i n  F Y  81. T h e s e  a r e  s t r i c t l y  
f e c e r a l  f u n d s .  The f e d e r a l  government  c o n t r a c t s  t h e  s e r v i c e s  
w i t h  t h i s  b u r e a u .  

Xr. W i l l i a m  A .  V o l l m e r ,  C h i e f  o f  t h i s  a g e n c y ,  e x p l a i n e d  a n  
e x t e n s i v e  h a n d o u t  on  t h i s  d i v i s i o n .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  
b x r e a u  was a u n i t  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  V o c a t i o n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  
H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i m p a i r m e n t  mus t  p r e v e n t  t h e  p a t i e n t  f rom 
e n g a g i n g  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  g a i n f u l  a c t i v i t y  f o r  w h i c h  h e  m i g h t  
y u a i i f y  on  t h e  S a s i s  o f  h i s  a g e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  v o c a t i c n a l  s k i l l s ,  
a n d  work e x p e r i e n c e s .  H e  a l so  e x p l a i n e d  t h e i r  a p p e a l  p r o c e s s  
a n d  t h e i r  p r o p o s e d  work p l a n .  

The b u r e a u  r e v i e w s  be tween  5 , 5 0 0  a n d  6 , 5 0 0  claims p e r  y e a r .  
~ t - ,e re  & r e  s i x  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  O f f i c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  
where d i s a b i l i t y  c l a i m s  c a n  b e  f i l e d .  T h e s e  o f f i c e s  d o  a n  
e l i g i b i l i t y  r e v i e w  t o  d e t e r m i n e  how much s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  t h e y  
have p u t  i n t o  t h e  s y s t e m .  A f t e r  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  h a s  b e e n  
d e c e r n i n ? d ,  t h e  DD Bureau  r e c e i v e s  t h e  f i l e  a n d  t h e y  i n i t i a t e  
a l l  n e&ica l  f i n d i n g s .  If  t h e r e  i s  n o t  enough  e v i d e n c e ,  t h e  . . ~ n c l - v - ~ d u s i  i s  s sz t  t o  a t w o  member c o n s u L t a n t  t eam.  A rnedica l -  
l 2 q a i  B e t e r m i n a t i o n  i s  t h e n  n 2 3 e .  A q u a l i t y  s a m p l e  is  t a k e n  
to a s s u r e  a g a i n s t  f r a u d  o r  errors .  F o r t y  percent o f  t h e  work 
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i s  SSI d i s a b i l i t y  c l a i m s .  About 65% o f  t h e  c l a i m s  a r e  d e n i e d .  
The m e d i c a l  exams a r e  p a i d  by t h e  DD Bureau b u t  a r e  r e i m b u r s e d  
by t h e  f e d e r a l  government .  When a  c a s e  i s  a p p e a l e d  c o m p l e t e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  examiners  a r e  used  t o  make a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  The 
f i n a l  s t e p  would b e  f e d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  

A i l  t h e  employees a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  Helena.  They f e l t  i t  was 
b e t t e r  t o  have  them c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  s o  t h e y  woul-d n o t  have  
t o  d u p l i c a t e  r e s o u r c e s .  The bureau  i s  a s k i n g  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
FTEs  t o  u s e  f o r  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  program. They would u s e  
t h e s e  FTES t o  h i r e  examiners .  They want t o  g e t  n a t i o n a l  
u n i f o r m i t y  w i t h  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  f r o n t - e n d  m e d i c a l  r ev iew.  They 
now r e v i e w  2 0 %  o f  l a s t  y e a r s  work l o a d .  A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  
exams t h e y  a r e  sometimes a s k e d  t o  have  a d d i t i o n a l  m e d i c a l  
exams f o r  a p p e a l s  o r  r e v i e w s .  

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION BUREAU 

T h i s  program i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  s t a f f  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e s  
t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  food s t amps ,  AFDC, m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and 
g e n e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  The LFA made no changes  from t h e  p r e v i o u s  
y e a r .  The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  b u d g e t s  i s  main ly  i n  s a l a r i e s  and 
t r a v e l .  Because o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
must do on c l a i m s ,  t h e  LFA f e l t  t h e  t r a v e l  was n e c e s s a r y .  

Ron Weiss  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Budget i n c l u d e d  a r e q u e s t  
f o r  f i v e  FTEs. These  FTEs would b e  e l i g i b i l i t y  t e c h n i c i a n s  
and would r u n  a p i l o t  program t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  
s t a f f  would d e c r e a s e  e r r o r s .  They f e e l  t h a t  i n  many cases t h e  
t e c h n i c i a n s  have t o o  l a r g e  o f  a  work l o a d  and t h a t  t h i s  c a u s e s  
i n c r e a s e d  e r r o r s .  They have  n o t  d e t e r m i n e d  where t h e s e  i n d i v i -  
d u a l s  would go  y e t .  I t  would n o t  b e  a  t y p e  o f  t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  
g o e s  i n  and  s t u d i e s  t h e  problems;  b u t  a t y p e  o f  work l o a d  
r e l i e f  team. 

Ron Weiss t o l d  t h e  subcommit tee  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t s  have  a l l o w e d  
a  one-grade  i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  t e c h n i c i a n s .  T h i s  
was done a f t e r  t h e  b u d g e t s  w e r e  made, t h e r e f o r e  a n  a d j u s t m e n t  
w i l l  have  t o  be made. T h e r e  i s  no g e n e r a l  fund  money i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h i s  program. I t  i s  s t r i c t l y  c o u n t y  and f e d e r a l  money. There  
i s  o n l y  $18 ,930  of g e n e r a l  fund money i n  t h e  b u r e a u .  

Keith Colbo e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  members t h a t  t h e  c o u n t i e s  a r e  
d o i n g  a  c o n t i n u o u s  s t u d y  on t h e  e r r o r  r a t e s .  

Jack C a r l s o n ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  Economic A s s i s t a n c e  Divi -  
s i s n ,  handed o u t  a n  overv iew o f  t k i e  Economic A s s i s t a n c e  D i v i s i o n .  
The E l i g i b i l i t y  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  Bureau i s  under  t h i s  d i v i s i o n .  The 
s t a t s ?  s u p e r v i s e s  t h i s  program ar'd t h e  coun ty  a d m i n i s t e r s  it. They 
have  t e n  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  r e v i e w e r s .  They r e v i e w  a b o u t  1% of t h e  
t o t a l  c a s e  l o a d  which i s  a b o u t  600  c a s e s  e v e r y  s i x  months.  They 
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have been s e e i n g  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  e r r o r s .  When they S t a r t e d ,  
t h e  program had a b o u t  1 4 %  e r r o r  r a t e ;  now i t  is down t o  7-1/28. 
H e  f e l t  t h i s  would i n c r e a s e  a g a i n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  change 
i n  t h e  f o o d  stamp program. There  i s  now no c h a r g e  f o r  t h e  food 
s t amps .  H e  gave  t h e  subcommit tee  a g r a p h  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  
ma tches  f o r  a l l  t h e  programs under  h i s  d i v i s i o n .  

K e i t h  Colbo p o i n t e d  o u t  one  o f  t h e  problems t h i s  program 
h a s  is w i t h  t h e  number o f  FTEs a u t h o r i z e d .  Some c o u n t i e s  
would b e  w i l l i n g  t o  h i r e  e x t r a  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  but c a n f t , d u e  -- 
t o  t h e  l i m i t  on  FTEs. M r .  C a r l s o n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p ro -  
gram h a s  a n  o u t - r e a c h  c o o r d i n a t o r  t h a t  c o n t a c t s  v a r i o u s  
g r o u p s .  

M r .  C a r l s o n  a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  do p r o s e c u t e  f r a u d s  if 
t h e y  have  s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e .  Most p e r s o n s  plead g u i l t y  
and s e t t l e  o u t  o f  c o u r t .  Reimbursement i s  r e q u i r e d .  Sena- 
t o r  Reaan a s k e d  i f  it w o u l d n ' t  h e l p  t o  have  a s t a t e m e n t  on  
t h e  back  o f  t h e  check f o r  r e c i p i e n t s  t o  s i g n .  The d e p a r t m e n t  
d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h i s  would b e  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e .  

ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS 

T h i s  program i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  g r a n t s  t h a t  go t o  a s s i s t a n c e  
programs s u c h  a s  AFDC, F o s t e r  Care  and N o n - r e s i d e n t  G e n e r a l  
A s s i s t a n c e .  The LFA recommendation f o r  AFDC i s  b a s e d  on t h e  
p o v e r t y  i n d e x  and  would r e s u l t  i n  payment r a i s e s  o f  a b o u t  10% 
p e r  y e a r .  The LFA e x p l a i n e d  a l s o  t h a t  due  t o  t h e  2-1/2% 
i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l  f o r  AFDC payments ,  more 
p e o p l e  would b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  AFDC program. The E x e c u t i v e  
Budget  Office d i d  expect an  i n c r e a s e  i n  people, but d i d  n o t  
i n c l u d e  t h e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l  r i se .  

F o s t e r  C a r e  was recommended by t h e  LFA a t  a 7-114% i n c r e a s e  
f o r  F Y  8 0  and 6-3/4% i n c r e a s e  f o r  F Y  81. T h i s  would i n c l u d e  
b o t h  f o s t e r  c a r e  f a m i l i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i d e r s .  The 
~ x e c u t i v e  recommended a 1 0 %  i n c r e a s e  p e r  y e a r ,  The LFA 
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  budge t  be  l i n e - i t e r n e d  s o  
t h a t  f a m i l i e s  would be  a s s u r e d  o f  a  r a t e  increase. I n  SSI  
t h e  s t a t e  payments  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  t o  g r o u p  homes a n d  f o s t e r  
homes. They pay $104.00 t o  t h e  g roup  home a n d  $ 4 9 . 0 0  t o  t h e  
f o s t e r  homes. The b u d g e t  i n c l u d e s  f u n d i n g  for q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  
and f o r  a c o m p u t e r i z e d  sys tem f o r  t h e  payment of c h e c k s .  

There  i s  a l s o  a budge t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  program. 

Dick Hulne ,  Ch ie f  Budget O f f i c e r  f o r  SRS, e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  
subcommit tee  t h a t  t h e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  homes h a s  
s t a b z l i z e d .  They p r o j e c t  abou t  9 2 0 .  They use a p r o j e c t e d  
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7 %  a n n u a l  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  and have two f u n d i n g  s o u r c e s .  
The f i r s t  s o u r c e  i s  AFDC. F e d e r a l  funds  a r e  matched w i t h  
t h i s  f u n d i n g .  The second  s o u r c e  i s  CWS, C h i l d  Wel fa re  
S e r v i c e s .  These c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  t h e  p o v e r t y  
l e v e l .  They may b e  abused  o r  n e g l e c t e d  c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  
program i s  funded h a l f  by t h e  c o u n t y  and  half by t h e  s t a t e .  
T h e r e  i s  a  change o f  t r e n d  i n  f u n d i n g .  There  are less 
c h i l d r e n  from AFDC and  more from CWS. T h i s  w i l l  a f f e c t  
t h e  b u d g e t .  

Norma V e s t r e ,  Ch ie f  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  Bureau,  e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  t h e  g o a l  of  t h e  b u r e a u  i s  t o  p l a c e  t h e  c h i l d  back w i t h  
t h e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t .  They t r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  a working r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t s  even  when t h e  c h i l d  i s  i n  a  home. She 
a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a  l a r g e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  r e q u i r e  services 
t h a t  c a n n o t  be  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  f o s t e r  home. Some c h i l d r e n  
w i t h  b e h a v i o r a l  problems c a n n o t  h a n d l e  such  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

M r .  Hulme e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  subcommittee t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  been 
no i n c r e a s e  i n  f o s t e r  home payments i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  and 
t h e r e  h a s  been a  f r e e z e  on i n c r e a s e s  t o  g r o u p  homes s i n c e  
A p r i l .  The d e p a r t m e n t  would l i k e  t o  make a d j u s t m e n t s  w i t h  
a  2 3 . 6  f r o n t - e n d  c a t c h - u p  f o r  F Y  8 0  f o r  f o s t e r  home c a r e  p l u s  
a  7 %  i n c r e a s e  f o r  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g .  They would l i k e  a 1 7 . 3 9  
ca tch-up  r a t e  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  p l u s  a 7 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  
J u l y  o f  1980.  

M r .  Hulme was q u e s t i o n e d  on t h e  one  t i m e  $50 c l o t h e s  a l l o -  
wance. H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  t o  g e t  t h e  p e r s o n  
s t a r t e d .  C l o t h i n g  i s  one  component f i g u r e d  i n  t h e  t o t a l  
monthly  payment. 

The method t h a t  was used  t o  g r a n t  i n c r e a s e d  payments  i n  
t h e  p a s t  y e a r  was q u e s t i o n e d .  They w e r e  g r a n t e d  t o  t h o s e  
i n s t i t u t i o a s  t h a t  r e q u e s t e d  i n c r e a s e s .  There  w e r e  no i n -  
c r e a s e s  t o  f o s t e r  homes. The subcommittee d i s c u s s e d  l i n e  
i t e m i n g  f o r  t h e  f o s t e r  care f a m i l i e s  t o  a s s u r e  a n  i n c r e a s e .  
K e i t h  Colbo f e l t  t h i s  was v e r y  r e s t r i c t i v e  and c o u l d  c a u s e  
problems.  

J a c k  S t e v e n s ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Montana S t a t e  F o s t e r  P a r e n t ' s  
O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  spoke on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  F o s t e r  Family  c a r e .  H e  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  ca tch-up  r a t e  was comparable  t o  what  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  f e l t  was n e c e s s a r y .  He s t a t e d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  was 
s t i l l  low c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  c o s t  of  c h i l d  c a r e .  Eun ice  Ash 
a  f o s t e r  p a r e n t  spoke on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  program. She o u t -  
l i n e d  a s u r v e y  done which e x p l a i n e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  r a i s i n g  f o s t e r  
c h i l d r e n .  She gave  a  handout  w i t h  a  s u r v e y .  Marsha G o e t t i n g ,  
C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  f i g u r e s  used  i n  
t h e  s u r v e y  and t h e i r  v a l i d i t y .  She f e l t  t h e  F o s t e r  Family  
s u r v e y  was v e r y  a c c u r a t e  and v a l i d .  M r .  S t e v e n s  u rged  t h e  
subcommit tee  t o  c o n s i d e r  i n c r e a s e s .  Many f o s t e r  p a r e n t s  g e t  
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" f o s t e r  p a r e n t  burn-ou t"  due  t o  t h e  low payments  and h i g h  
c o s t  o f  r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e r e  are 900 
l i c e n s e d  f a m i l i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e ,  however o n l y  a b o u t  
75% o f  t h o s e  a r e  a c t i v e  a t  any one t i m e .  

Bev Dunham & A 1  P i l l m a n ,  B i l l i n g s  C h i l d r e n ' s  R e c e i v i n g  H o m e ,  
a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e s e  programs b e  i n c r e a s e d .  
T h e i r  home k e e p s  c h i l d r e n  up t o  s i x  months a t  a  t i m e  w h i l e  
l o o k i n g  f o r  permanent  p lacement .  They d o  n o t  feel  t h e y  g e t  
p a i d  back s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  keep ahead.  L a s t  y e a r  t h e y  had a  
$5 ,000  d e f i c i t .  With t h e  ca tch-up  r a t e  t h e y  would j u s t  b r e a k  
even .  

Bob Wix, Deaconess C h i l d r e n ' s  Home and Montana C h i l d  C a r e  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  spoke  on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  programs.  
H e  f e l t  e v e r y o n e ' s  c o n c e r n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  was to g i v e  c h i l d r e n  
q u a l i t y  c a r e .  H e  a s k e d  t h e  subcommittee t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
i n c r e a s e s .  

Karen Nor they ,  F l o r e n c e  C r i t t e n t o n  Home, e x p l a i n e d  t h e  
n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  unwed mothers .  She t o l d  t h e  
subcommit tee  s h e  i s  g i v e n  $375 p e r  month p e r  i n d i v i d u a l ;  
whereas  it c o s t s  o v e r  $775 p e r  month t o  g i v e  care. They 
d e s p e r a t e l y  need t h e  i n c r e a s e .  They do s u b t r a c t  d o n a t i o n s  
f r o m  t h e i r  f i n a l  f i g u r e s .  What some p a r e n t s  do pay g o e s  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  c o u n t y .  The home s e e s  none of i t .  

F r a n k l i n  Robbe, E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Y e l l o w s t o n e  Eoys 
Ranch, spoke a b o u t  h i s  program. He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  Boys Ranch i s  chanq ing .  P r e v i o u s l y  it was 
a g roup  home f o r  boys .  I t  i s  now becoming a home f o r  
e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  boys  and a d i a g n o s t i c  t4ype c e n t e r .  
The d i a g n o s t i c  a s s e s s m e n t  was a  p i l o t  program i n  1975-1976 
r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  Depar tment  o f  ~ n s t i t u t i o n s  and M r .  Robbe 
f e l t  it s h o u l d  be  c o n t i n u e d .  They a r e  now l o o k i n g  a t  b u i l d i n g  
a n  a s s e s s m e n t  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  would 
be b u i l t  by c o n t r i b u t i o n s  as have t h e  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s .  

S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d  a n d  S e n a t o r  Regan q u e s t i o n e d  M r .  Robbe on  
t h e  " c a d i l l a c "  f a c i l i t i e s  t h e  home has .  They f e l t  p e r h a p s  
l e s s  c o u l d  have  been s p e n t  on t h e  p l a n t  and  p ~ t  i n t o  d i r e c t  
s e r v i c e s .  M r .  Robbe f e l t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  
s t a n d a r d  o f  b u i l d i n g s  t h e y  have  less m a i n t e n a n c e  and  less 
l o s s  o f  e n e r g y .  H e  f e l t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  would be more c o s t  
e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  l o n g  run .  

S e n a t o r  Regan q u e s t i o n e d  t h e i r  need t o  g e t  into t h e  a s s e s s -  
m e n t  program. She f e l t  t h e  services c o u l d  be o b t a i n e d  i n  
o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  M r .  Robbe p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  
could be g o t t e n ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  i n  one  p l a c e .  N o t  i n  one  
c e n t r a l i z e d  l o c a t i o n .  
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The  meeting w a s  ad jou rned  a t  11:45 a . m .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t t ed :  

Steve Waldron, Chairman - - 

Approved 

bes 




