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in the r2port will be given an opportunity to verify their 
portion of the report. All discrepancies will be cleared 
i p  before the report is released. 

Representative Marks expressed some concern with bringing in 
the Legislative Auditors, if there appears to be nothing wrong 
in the report. He reminded Mr. Elison that several people 
are under stispicion at this point in time and as soon as they 
:an be relc~sed from that suspicion the better. 

AERONAUTICS EUDGET 

Curt Nichols, LFA, briefly explained the duties of the 
Aeronautics Division. Their duties include giving loans and 
grants, maintaining state owned airports, operating sGme 
beacon syst?ms and running small education programs. The 
major concern with this division is that the Air Transportation 
Pool is being run at a deficit. There is a Supplemental Budget 
this session to cover this deficit. Several alternatives were 
mentioned to alleviate the deficit situation. Increasing the 
use of the planes, implementing the law by consolidating sonie 
planes and pilots or disbanding the pool and selling all assets 
were some alternatives mentioned. It was expressed that 
contracting for planes would be less expensive than the Air 
Pool as it is operating now. 

Mr. Mike Ferguson, Administrator of the Aeronautics Division, 
did not feel they could charge more for the plane time or 
they would be above privately charged rates. Mr. Ferguson felt 
that the only way the division would be brought out of the 
deficit would be for Legislature to mandate more guidelines, 
including a definition of personnel use and departmental use 
of aircrafts. Representative Marks requested a copy of Mr. 
Ferguson's recommendations. Mr. Ferguson also pointed out 
the high cost of renting hangars for their planes. It is two 
to three times higher to rent from the Fish and Game and High- 
way Department than to rent a private hangar. 

There was considerable disccssion on the Highway Department's 
pl3ne, the A e r ~  Comnander. The general feeling w a s  that it is 
 no^ used in a cost effective manner. One suggestion was that 
Legislaturs mandate that the plane be sold immediateLy arid the 
Hiqhway Department use the pool. Chairman Waldron appointed 
2,;3res~i;tritive Narks and himself to a subconmittce of the sub- 
cormnittec which is to meet with both the Fish & Game Chairman 
>nd the Highwzy Depzrtment to find a solution to the problems 
Ynere. (i.e. t3e Aero Cormander, reluctance of the Fish E 

8- .; . x .  co tur? .J5.-er pilots snci pla~es.) 
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The A e r o n a u t i c ' s  Budget  was i n t e r r u p t e d  s o  M r .  R .  Dean 
Z i n n e q e r ,  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o u n t i e s ,  and  M r .  Dan 
:.l~;:n:-.r, Plo~-~t~+.n;i League o f  C z - t i e s  a n d  T c w n s ,  c o u l d  t e s t i f y  on 
b c i l a l f  oL t l ~ c  L'o~mnunity Development  P r o q r a n  w i t h i n  DCA. ( t h e  
F i e l d  A s s i s t a n t s  P rog ram)  7xey b o t h  f e e l  it i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
prograzn and h e l p s  t h e  c o u n t l e s  a n d  towns c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  
own p r o g r a m s .  I t  serves a s  a  l i a i s i o n .  Dave Wanzenre id ,  F i e l d  
A s s i t a n t  i n  DCA, i n f o r m e d  t h e  subcommi t t ee  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  more 
t h a n  enough  r e q u e s t s  t o  k e e p  him b u s y .  A n o t h e r  f i e l d  a s s i s -  
t a n t  would  a l s o  h a v e  more t h a n  enough t o  k e e p  him b u s y .  

AERONAUTICS SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET 

T h i s  s u p p l e m e n t  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  d e f i c i t  i n  t h e  A e r o n a u t i c s  
D i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r s  1377  a n d  1978.  $45 ,221 .84  
i s  f o r  ,he G o v e r n o r ' s  f l i g h t  t i m e  i n  1977 .  T h i s  part o f  
t h e  d e f i c i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  i n  f u t u r e  s u p p l e m e n t s .  The Governor  
i s  now a l l o c a t e d  f u n d s  t o  p a y  f o r  f l i g h t  t i m e .  The p o l i c y  
j u s t  c h a n g e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  1 e g i s l a t . u r e .  The o t h e r  $80 ,604 .15  
i s  f rom t h e  d i v i s i o n  d e f i c i t .  The d e f i c i t  was  t a k e n  c a r e  of 
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  by b o r r o w i n g  t h e  amount f rom a n o t h e r  a c c o u n t  
w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I f  t h e  s u p p l e m e n t  i s  n o t  f u n d e d  t h e  
d e f i c i t  would e v e n t u a l l y  c o n e  o u t  of t h e  A i r p o r t  Loan Program. 
The  c o n c t r n w a s  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  i f  s u p p l e ~ e n t a l  b u d g e t s  were 
a u p r o v e , j ,  i t  would b e  l i k e  g i v i n g  t h e  A e r o n a u t i c s  D i v i s i o n  a 
b l a n k  c h e c k  o n  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  i n s t . e a d  of o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  f i x e d  
budget given them. I t  w a s  n o t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  A i r  P o o l  was 
imp lemen ted  p r o p e r l y ,  t h e r e  would b e  no  n e e d  f o r  a s u p p l e m e n t a l  

A t i m e  for a work s e s s i o n  w a s  d i s c u s s e d .  Wednesday n i g h t  
w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d .  

The m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d  a t  10 :00  a.m. 
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