MOIUTES CF T MEETING
BCENCIES TI SUBMITIER

Janeary 11, 1579
8:15 AL
) RoOm 343
Stato Capitol Building

Subject: Livestock Hearing

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Rax Manuel. All mambers were present
with the axception of Sen. Boylan, who arrived later in the mesting. 2Alsd
presont were: . Janes W. Glosser; State Veterinarian and Administraior

[t s

2nimal Health Divi 310“, cil C. Greenfield; Chief, Centralized Services B:Lreau,

cpartrent of Livestock, Les Graham; Brands Enforcement Division, Department of

Livestock, Bob Robinson; ILegisla LJ.\,m Fiscal Analyst, Jares Williams; Budgat
Office, and Rep. Jack Ranirez
Chairman Manuel welcomad the visiters to the meeting and asked Mr. Greenfisld
to begin his presentation with the Certral Services.

Central Services (635)

Mr. Greenfield stated that the Department was in basic agreerent with the re-

commendations, but reguested the Analyst to explain the differences betwaen
reaca'm.n“auons made by the Fiscal Analyst end the Executive Office. Mr.
Pobinson explained that the differences wers dve to different inflation fac-
tors applied, and in the costs for rent. The Fiscal Analyst applied $2.13

to $2.25 per square fcot of office space. This carpares with $2.25 and $2.47
applied by the Executive Office. Both Mr. Robinson and Mr. Williams agreed
thit their recommandations were basically the same.

Rlso, the Fiscal Analyst used a lower benefit rate for Personal Services. The
Fiscal Analyst apolied a one step increase to the old level.

Chairman Manuel asked the department if they had anything to add at this time.
Mr. Greanfield stated they had no further quarrels. They would take what they
could get and do the kest they could from there.

Diagnostic Laboratorv (670)

C'qainﬂ"r‘. Manwel askad for cowrents from the Cepartirent on the recamsandations
sunmitred for the Diagnostic Laboratory. C‘*a co'wceg.l was cxpressed that the
rates of inflation for lab suprlies, in pﬁ ticular glassware, was not adzguately
provided for. Thorefar, Dr. Glosser asked tha ‘”’ﬂlt tee to reconsider the
operating expensas because the increasses wex

Ly inflation rates.
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> 2 Dr. Glosser explained
that Ceniralized unrvres Sup rts the depar t‘:k.m, with budgeting, accounting,
and purchasing cammnications. The Diagnostic Labcratory was primarily re-
for animal hmalth which dns diseasa surveillance ard control.
KTt amn r ns in the animal health division., The

I+ 15 a suppors aan for £icld ope 5
s lies direct service o h; industry and practicing veterinarians.

5 aised the question as to whethor all brucelissis testing should
Lﬁ at*—rlol-.-“e* +to hunan health. He was not sure that 211 cases should be at~-
sribured mionan health and felt this was a prcblem.  Tne Department of Live-
stock felt that this was a human health oroblem and Mr. Portinson felt

rot, in view of the fact that the nurher of cases of undulant fever

T 20 val

airman Manuel then stated that in the general fund the Executive Office
approved $272,000 in 1980 and $277,000 in 1981. The Fiscal Analyst recommend-
ed $88,000 in 1980 and $90,000 in 1981. Dr. Glosser pointed out that the
trucelleosis program has been in effect for over 40 years. It began by trying
to clean up the milk supply in milk sheds anu then evolved to the beaf cattle
indistry. As a result, the human brucellosis has shown a dramatic decline.
But, to protect the industry against livestock diseasr:; the thrust of animal
dollars sho ‘ld bo directed to the prevention of these diseases.

r. Glosser than handed out a cowy of an excerpt fram the Report of National
Brucellicsis Technical Commissior (Appendix 2). In this report it was stated
that "bru—=lilosis is a severe and debilitating disease in humnan beings and is
a2 serious Jlisease of cattle, swine, shecp and goats. The Lec'mlm_urc tmxa—
fore, daciares that livestock nreﬂ sod with or exposed to brucellosis are a
piblic nuisance as a threat to otmcr livestock and to human health.”

Dr. Glosser also handed out a scoond sheet, a letter from Martin D. S‘:i"mcr,
State Epideniologist (Appendix £3). The letter repeated Dr. Glosser's cpinion
that brucellosis was a public health problem. In conclusion he stated that
acoording to ¥ontana data, the Change-of-Owmership Brucellosis Testing Program
has resultaed in the steadyv decline in human brucellosis cases acquired from
contact with infected animals.

Chairman Manuel asked if it was not correct that brucellosis in humans is
called undulant fever. Dr. Glosser said that this was correct

Dr. Glosser continued to say that almost always there is a direct correlation
with an infected herd in cases in humans. Another aspect is the risk to pack-
ing housa emplo;:es because you cannot Cetect the disease grossly. This
accounts for a 25% higher occurence in these erployess.

In referance to yesterday's mesting, the Pnalyst asked about Federal regila-
ricas to prohibit brucellosis infected cattle from ommj put in the slaughter-

<. Dr. Glosser stated thz: there are, and this eams arother dilesma
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botreen industry needs and the state of M}ntana 5 needs. As these reguwlations
ars writtren, infected cattle will not be enteri r&a:}:-—:ti-;:{ chains. Those

natio.d regalations are going to continue 0
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Chairman Manuel asked ebout mill levies boiny Imposed at the county
=t

i = ¥ level
upport of the department. The Analyst supplied information here. The de-
partment levies are not at the maximum autherized. The department is able to

1oy mills on sheop and othor livestock. Different levies aro:

Corpdssion mills has & maxdmum of 10 and thay are at 10 now.

Tor bounty con 't*“o’x they are allowed; 7 1/2 on shoep and are leovying 7 1/2,
5 on cattle and other livestozk ‘,nd are levying 4.

l o

i"'gsw:}: sanitary mills are allcwed 15 on the basic mill lavy and they are

Trey also have a 5 mill levy discretionary, authorized laskt year to be usad for
any purpose and they are only levying 1 of those mills now

Sen. Snith asked if the lower number of livestock and increasz in price was
responsible for this. It was agreed that this was true.

(SN}

Rep. Hurwitz referred here to a statute stating that any tim> cattle changad
hands th—sy "nust b2 tested. That currcntly is not being followed. There is

currently a bill being introduced whereby this would b2 legal. He asked i
this wox,.ld have any influsnce on what the department is ding on the surve*l-—
lance of brucellosis. This was not seen tO be a sarious problem and is cur—
ren tly cpmg covered by an administraticon rule. The departvent did not see
any need for legislation proposed by Jim Moore. The problem is with cattle
which change hands sevaral times privately

Sen. Smith asked if the policy of back tagging was to assure human health. It
was stated that it was a federal requiremsnt to aid in the swveillance of bra-
cellosis. Sen. Smith then asked if the proposed budget created a hardship in

the dega**"c . Mr. Greenfield stated that it was a question of whether it

is fair to pass public health costs to the cattle industry. Rep. Hurwitz ex—
pressed the cpinion that any expense passed on to the public over and above
that to the rancher really was to protect the public.

Chairman Manual asked that information on the actual cost to the rancher be
made available to the subcormittes madbers.

Disease (ntrol (940)

It was pointed out that $6,000 should be added to the operating expenses of
the board. In view of this additional anount the department felt that they
could live with the Iegislative Fiscal Analyst's recommendations.

naivman Manuel asked for information on the monitoring of scabies in the
tate of Montana. Dr. Glosser stated that 14 states wesht of the ‘*hSuli‘Sip?i
2 infectad. tbntana is not infected at ‘:« tur . Because Montana is an
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hean exposcd in Beaverhoad County. Within 48 hours thoy ware able to gat the
portable dipping vats into the field. Major thrust has been o

tc enforce the
ruling. To date this state is still froe of scabics.

Crhairman Manusl asked Jim Williams to e: o’am the adiition of on= FTE for
surveillance.  They felt that the addition of on2 more man was jr‘ tifLer’ as a
protacticon against the discase coning into the state. This itiocn would
DO

sofully not be a permanant position - depanding on the cr’**vx]
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Milk and Eyg (1014

2’:. Greenfield stated that he did not s2& any great problen with the recan-

wndations sumitted. Dr. Glosser explained that the Milk and Egg Control
was raesponsible for field surveillance of, and sanitary insoection of milk
production and distribution facilities. They also monitor the end prcduct to
maka sure that it is safe and meets fed:ral requirements.

Chairman »‘f'\_am@l asked Mr. Williams about a corr@ction to be made here. He
recommanded that the camittee go along withi Mr. Robinson's recammendati
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Inspaction Control  (1036)

This is the largest program in the depariment. It is responsible for adminis-
tration and inspection of some 70,000 reaygnized brands. It i

of mortgage control. Inspectors are also state peace officers. The department
has asked for two additionel FIEs. The law states that brands mus
recordad every 10 yesars. As a result, every ten years the departmant w
guire the addition of two Fifs to handle this additicral work load on a tex
porary basis. The jobs will be terminated whan the job is finished, anywhere
fram 12 to 18 months after January 1980. .

Filing mortgages requires a tremendous amcunt of bookkeeping. The camnitiee

LiicD
srould look into the poss ibility of having this law repealed. The department
has been instructed not to g2t involved in this. Most of the savings will be

in overtims payment.

Al

The Analyst pointed out en additional $29,000 in expenses for communications
that will be a one-year expense related to brand recording.

Mr. Greenfield asked that the camittee go back to thc executive figure for
the opeorating expenses. If there is a large case of any kird the evpenses will

inrediately sozr. This program is 103% earmarked revenus. fThere is no Ceneral
Fund money involvad.

The Analist asked tb t the members rafer to page 338 in their prepared report

j &34 S L
for a lovk at the: 1 anount applied and the twohal arount spont.  Anv monsy
rot spand is turn ,d hack to the earmarked acoount

- o . \ L N .
At Hhis time thoere was a ten minute broax.
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Prodatory Animal Contreol  (1572)

This progran is 100% earmarked revenue. There 1s also an additional appro-
riation of SSS,OCO a year frcm the Fish and Game in exchenge for some assis-

Helicophers are aoerated ak a cost of
d heliconter which costs about $135 per hour.

vanual asksd about the practice of hunting coyetes for bomt

Chalrn . This
't:*:a“'rq iz still being used and the pay for a pelt ranges anywhere frem $84
to $109. This mor lej gocs back into a county fund to finance local programs

in
in predator control. This anounted to about $8),000 last year.

d

Jim Williams was asked to explain the recommendation for the removal of two
biologist positions being used for developing studies for application of
pesticides to control rodents. The department did not want to go along with
this but if two people were to be taken thcse ware the o they would rather
nave taken.

The department felt that they could live with the Iegislative Fiscal “malyst‘s
reﬂormwc} tions. As a ne's.ulf~ of the Executive recomrendaticon the state would
eally not hawe a rcdent control program.

The department did not readily agree to the trade of this program at the
expense of the rodent program, The department has already given up 6 enploy—

Rep. Hurwitz stated that as a result, people are trying to do sorething them—
selves, without technical sssistance. It was felt that more research in this
area was need Montana has successfully stood up to the EPA on ths use of
strychnine buwd upon results of studies conducted in this program.

Currently, the department is trying to get a grant fomm the EPA but;. have been
unsuccessful so far. If an EPA grant does becmw available they could revert
general funds. :

Rabies and Rodent Control (1170)

The departrent 1s setisfied with the LFA recommendations.

It was decided that there would be no reason for the Tepartment of Livestock to
cate back tamorrow. Arrargements were made to get informaticn requested to the
mothers of the subconmithee.

£ was suggested and all members ajread that it would be benazficial to have the
2ad of Stats Personsl Division carme to the meeting taworrcwy o help t. rensers
-
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pettor undarstand the State Morit Systen.
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