
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
LEGISLATIVE SUB-COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR EDUCATION 

January  9, 1979 
8:15 A.M. 
Room 104'  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
S u b j e c t :  Execu t ive  Budget 

P r e s e n t a t i o n  

The mee t ing  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman C a r r o l l  South  w i t h  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  members p r e s e n t :  

Sen. L a r r y  Fasbendsr  
Sen. Harold  Nelson 
Rep. Oscar  Kvaalen 
Rep. J a c k  Moore 
Rep. E s t h e r  Bengtson 

~ l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  mee t ing  w e r e  s t a f f  member, Judy R ipp inga l e ,  
F i s c a l  Ana lys t ;  Miral Gamradt, F i s c a l  Ana lys t ;  Tom C r o s s e r ,  
Budget Ana lys t ;  and Glen L e v i t t ,  Budget Ana lys t .  

M r .  C r o s s e r  gave t h e  fo l l owing  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  recommended 
budget  f o r  v a r i o u s  a g e n c i e s :  

S t a t e  Board of  P u b l i c  Educa t ion  
The Execu t ive  recommends c u r r e n t  l e v e l  fund ing  f o r  t h e  Board 
Program, Con t r ac t ed  s e r v i c e s  a r e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  i n c l u d e  cha rges  
f o r  p a y r o l l  and a c c o u n t i n g  f e e s .  T o t a l  b i e n n i a l  r e q u e s t  i s  
$134,355.00 from Gene ra l  Fund. 

F i r e  S e r v i c e s  T r a i n i n g  School  
I t  was recommended t o  c o n t i n u e  a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  5 FTE l e v e l .  
C o n t r a c t e d  S e r v i c e s  i s  reduced ;  $200.00 i s  ma in t a ined  f o r  
s u b s t i t u t e s ;  s u p p l i e s  and m a t e r i a l s  a r e  reduced.  T r a v e l  
i s  reduced ,  and funds  f o r  o u t - o f - s t a t e  trzvel are n o t  
recommended. 

Rent i s  reduced $ 5 , 0 0 0 . ~ 0 .  A r e q u e s t  for. a  mob i l e  van i s  
n o t  recommended. 

Montana Advisory Counc l l  f o r  Voca t i ona l  E 2 : ~ c a t i o n  - -- 

The Execu t ive  does  n o t  recommend t o t a l  u s e  of t h e  $75,000.00 
p e r  y e a r  f e d e r a l  government a l l o t m e n t .  The t o t a l  r e q u e s t  i s  
$122,875.00 from t h e  f e d e r a l  p r i v a t e  revenue  account .  The 
f e d e r a l  government g e t s '  any remaining money back.  
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Montana S t a t e  L i b r a r y  Commission 
The t o t a l  budget  i s  $1,369,070,  of  which $703,824 i s  from 
t h e  Genera l  Fund. The remainder is  made up of  T i t l e  I and 
I11 monies. 

Montana H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  
Con t r ac t ed  S e r v i c e s  i s  expanded f o r  p a y r o l l  and account ing  
c o s t s .  A m o d i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a  1 FTE S e c u r i t y  p o s i t i o n  i s  
recommended. The L ib ra ry  Program is t o  con t inue  a t  c u r r e n t  
l e v e l ;  t h e  Museum Program i s  reduced by 1 FTE due t o  t h e  
Governor ' s  h i r i n g  f r e e z e .  The H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  Program i s  
expanded t o  meet f e d e r a l  requ i rements ;  two a d d i t i o n a l  FTE 
a r e  recommended. The Archives Program i s  main ta ined  a t  
t h e  c u r r e n t  l e v e l .  

Montana A r t s  Counci l  
The Counci l  i s  main ta ined  a t  c u r r e n t  l e v e l .  The r e q u e s t  i s  
f o r  $471,003.00, $132,705.00 of  which i s  from t h e  ~ e n e r a l  
Fund. 

Montana School  f o r  t h e  Deaf and Bl ind 
C u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  mainta ined;  t r a v e l  i s  reduced 15%;  
a  c a l c u l a t o r  and vacuums a r e  t o  be r ep l aced ;  6 FTE a r e  
recommended. The Educat ion Program i s  recommended a t  a  
reduced FTE l e v e l  (two p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h i s  program a r e  

- no t  recommended). The Care and Custody Program i s  recommended 
/ a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  l e v e l .  The t o t a l  r e q u e s t  i s  $3,285,667, o f  

which $2,206,425 i s  from t h e  General  Fund. 

Glen L e v i t t  of t h e  O f f i c e  of  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  gave t h e  
fo l lowing  overview. He s t a t e d  he used 1979 a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
a s  h i s  major b a s i s .  N o  agency was .given more than  a 6% 
i n c r e a s e .  

The O f f i c e  of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  has  a  4 %  vacancy s a v i n g s  
f a c t o r .  There  a r e  t o  be  replacements  f o r  p r e s e n t  equipment 
on ly .  

There  i s  proposed a  5.5% i n c r e a s e  i n  schedules  f o r  t h e  
Foundat ion Program. 

$25,000.00 from t h e  General  Fund i s  t o  be used f o r  t h e  
S p e c i a l  Olympics. 

The Vo-Tech Programs were g iven  a  5% i n c r e a s e  i n  p e r s o n a l  
s e r v i c e s .  There is  no proposa l  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  f a c i l i t i e s .  
T r a v e l  would be  reduced by 15%. 
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In the University System, the Office of the Commissioner of 
Higher Education requests 1 FTE, half for an administrative 
and half for a secretarial position. 

The community colleges did not reach enrollment estimates 
during the 1979 biennium; a 18 to 1 student-faculty ratio 
was used; there was a 2% vacancy savings at one unit; and 
personal services increased 5%. 

The university System will maintain its Current level for 
personal services. There was a 6% increase in operating 
expenses for some, while others followed guidelines. Travel 
would be cut 15% from 1978. There would be enrollment ad- 
justments for Eastern, Montana State University and Tech, 
while the University of Montana would get funds for research, 
The University of Montana would also get $27,000.00 for its 
Physical Therapy Program, while the WICHE Program would be 
reduced by this amount. 

The Executive made no recommendation on designated and auxil- 
liary accounts. Chairman South inquired whether the computer 
at Montana State University would be funded; Mr. Levitt 
replied that although it was old, it presently was not in the 
budget to be replaced. The Executive reconmends designated 
accounts charge enough to replace the designated equipment. 
No funds were included in the budget to pay ra-tes to cover 

A equipment replacement. 
J 

The meeting was adjourned until January 10, 1979, at 8:15 a . m .  

SECRETARY, ~ i n d m e r g  




