
HOUSE SELECT CO1"aYITTEE ON BJATER 

A p r i l  1 9 ,  1979 

The m e e t i n a  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chaimxn Day a t  9:00 a.m. w i t h  
ail members p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  Represen2at ivc .z  C u r t i s s ,  D a s s i n g e r ,  
Ramirez , S c u l  l y  , and H e r s h e l  Robbins.  

SENATE B I L L  NO. 5 2 4  -- 
SENATOR CHET ELAYLOCK, Ch ie f  Sponsor ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  b i l l  had been p u t  i n  s o  l a t e  it was n o t  f a i r  t o  e v e r y -  
one  c o n c e r n e d .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  r e s t r i c t  and r e g u l a t e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
and sale o f  ground w a t e r  i n  Montana. A t  f i r s t  w e  had s e t  l i m i t a t i . c n  
on a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  ground w a t e r  n o t  t o  exceed  5 thousand  a c r e  f e e t  
p e r  y e a r .  A f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  farm o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h e  
l i m i t a t i o n  b r a s  amended t o  3 thousand  a c r e  f e e t .  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  
r e s t r i c t i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s h o r t  i r r i g a t i n g  s e a s o n .  They are p r o t e c t e d  
a f t e r  5 C F S  by t h e  Department  of N a t u r z l  Resources  b e c a u s c  t h e y  have  
t o  a p p r o v e  any  amount o v e r  5. T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  p r e v e n t  pe.2ple from 
coming i n  and takincj  up a l l  of  o u r  w a t e r .  T h i s  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  f o r  any 
o p e r 3 t i o n  i n  Montana. If  more i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h e y  can  make a  r e q u e s t  
t c  t h e  i e g i s l a t u r e .  

TERRY Mili iPI-IY,  NFO, r o s e  i n  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  
12/ t h e  anendments  made on page  3 ,  l i n e  1 0 ;  t h e  s t r i k i n g  o f ,  " t h e " ,  and 

i n s e r t i o n  o f ,  "g round" ,  c l a r i f i e d  t h e  t y p e  o f  w a t e r .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
a 

t h e r e  was a  q u e s t i o n  r a i s e d  a b o u t  t h e  l e g a l i t y  on page  4 ,  4 
t h r o u g h  7 ,  b u t  t h e y  f e l t  it was okay.  

ZACK STEVENS, Montana Farm Bureau,  WIFE, and STEVE DORERTY, N o r t h e r n  
P l a i n s  Resource  C o u n c i l ,  r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  c o n c u r r i n g  with 
t h e  c o r r u i e n t s  m a d e  by Terry Murphy. 

GORDOT? IlcGr3bZiN, r e p r e s e n b i n g  h i m s e l f  and  t h e  Nontana R a i l r o a d  Assoc ,  , 
e x p l a i n e d  some o f  t h e  p a s t  o c c u r a n c e s  w i t h  Kontana w z t e r .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  i n  1968 f e d e r a l  government  p a s s e d  a  law d i r e c t i n g  t h e  s t a t e s  t o  
g e t  t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r  and  make f u t u r e  p l a n s  on t h e  w a t e r  t h e y  w i l l  need .  
Montana h a s  n o t  moved. H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  Montana Conservancy 
D i s t r i c t  A c t  was p a s s e d  i n  1959 o r  1951.  S o u t h  Dakota developed 
s i x  c o n s e r v a n c y  d i s t r i c t s ,  Okalahorna p a s s e d  i n  1 9 2 3 ,  and Colorado  
i n  1 9 3 3 ,  Dur ing  t h e  i n t e r i m  w e  sent p e o ~ l e  t o  o b s e r v e  Colorado .  T h a t  
i s  t h e  o n l y  l e g i s l a t i o n  t k 3 t  i s  on t h e  hooks now. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  
d i d  riot know what t f i e  f u t r  - e  h o l d s  i n  s t o r e  for Montana. 

He c o n c l u d e d  s t a t i n g  t h a r  i ~ e  had i n t r o d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  e i g h t  t ines 
b e f o r e  the 1 9 7 3  water use  zct was p 3 s s e d .  

SEN9TOII E!JAYI,OCIK c l o s e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i - s  b i l l  had a  s e v e r a b i l i t y  
c l a u s e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s e e i n g  no need f o r  any a m c ~ d m e n t s .  H e  a s k e d  t h e  
c o r - n i t t e e  t o ,  p l e a s e  n o t  amend t h e  bill hecause t ine  i s  s h o r t  and a  
s l i g h t  c h z n c e  o f  p a s s a g e  i f  amende3. 
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I 
Questions were asked by the committee and the hea r ing  on SB 5 2 4  was 
closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION : 

SENATE BILL NO. 5 2 4  

~epresentative Kem.is moved, BE CONCURRED IN. The motion was passed 
unanimously. Representatives Dassinqer and Hershel Robbins left, yes, 
proxy votes. 

The meeting was adjourned  a t  9 : 5 5  a . m .  

William M. Day, Chaiaojn 
/' 

Judy J. Mook, Secretary 




