
HOUSE O F  REPRESENTATIVES 
JUDICIAXY COILMITTZE 

1 A p r i l  11, 1979 

The r e g u l a r  meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  
by Vice-chairman Teague a t  1 : 0 0  p.m. i n  

room 437  of t h e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing  on Wednesday, A p r i l  11. A l l  members 
were p r e s e n t  excep t  Represen ta t ives  Conroy, Day, Keyser,  Rasen tha l ,  
S e i f e r t ,  Uhde, and S c u l l y .  

HOUSE BILL  NO. 9 2 4 :  Rep resen ta t ive  Eugene F r a t e s .  ~ i s t r i c t  F.= 
in t roduced  h i s  b i l k  which makes bombing 
p u b l i c  p l a c e  a f e l o n i o u s  c r ime ,  p rov ide  

a  d e a t h  p e n a l t y  under c e r t a i n  c i rcumstances ,  and r e s t r i c t s  t h o s e  s e e  , 
t enced  under t h i s  a c t  from p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r o l e  and pr isosier  
f u r l o u g h  programs. H e  walked t h e  committee through t h e  b i l l  which 
Z e f i n e s  "bombing", a  " p u b l i c  p l a c e " ,  and t h e  mandated s e n t e n c e  f o r  
such a c r ime .  The exemptions t o  t h i s  a c t  a r e  found i n  46 -18 -222 ,  MCA. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a t e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  bombing was a form o f  pre-  
med i t z t ed  murder and was an " o v e r t  a c t  a g a i n s t  s c c i e t y " .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  a s e c t i o n  which d e a l t  w i t h  bombing i n  t h e  codes , )  
and t h a t  it was becoming a  g rave  and s e r i o u s  problem throughout  t h e  
wor ld .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a t e s  asked t h a t  t h e  committee g i v e  a " d o p a s s "  
reconmendation t o  h i s  b i l l .  

1 REPRESENTATIVE ANDERSON: Does t h i s  b i l l  a s  w r i t t e n  cove r  a l l  p o s s i b l  
c i rcumstances  under  which a bombing may 
occur?  

MR. LARRY WINEBERG: This  language a s  w r i t t e n  wou ldn ' t  cover  thc  
r e c e n t  bombing i n  Helena;  i t  d i d n ' t  occu r  
i n  a p u b l i c  p l a c e ,  

REPRESENTATIVE HOLMES: I have a problem w i t h  this b i l l  because o f  
t h e  mandatory s e n t e n c e  imposed, e s p e c i a l l y  
s i n c e  t h e y  a r e n ' t  al lowed t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  t h e  p a r o l e  o r  fu r lough  program. I would like t o  see t h a t  p r o v i s i o n  
s t r i c k e n  from t h e  b i l l .  

REPRESENTATIVE FIXATES: I f e e l  t h a t  anyone who uses  bombing as  a 
means t o  d e s t r o y  a pe r son ,  p l a c e ,  o r  t h i n g  
has  c o m i i t t e d  t h e  m o s t  he inous  cr ime a g a i n :  

o u r  s o c i e t y .  

REPRESENTAT I'TE ROTH : To addres s  a l l  a r e a s ,  why n o t  s t r i k e  
"ope ra t ed  by a common c a r r i e r "  on line 16.  

REPX2SEKTATIVE KEEDY: The problem might be b e t t e r  addressed  i f  
you i n s e r t e d  " o r  p r i v a t e  v e h i c l e , "  on l i n e  
1 6 .  

REPRESENTATIVE ROTH : The t i t l e  would then have t o  be amended. 
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REPRESENTATIVE EUDAILY: A s  w r i t t e n  i n  Sec t ion  2 ,  what i f  someone 
i s n ' t  k i l l e d ?  Would t h e y  still 

I 
REFXSENTATIVE KEIvEIIIS : 

pena l ty .  
That  s e c t i o n  deals on ly  w i t h  t h e  d e a t h  
- - 

REPRESENTATIVE LORY: I ag ree  with R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Holmes a b o u t  
t h e  i n e l i g i b i l i t y  of parole and 6 u r l ~ u g h  
as a bad c l a u s e  i n  t h i s  b i l l .  

t h i s  b i l l  should  be  arfiended on page 4 ,  l i n e  2 t c  s t a t e  " i n a y l i i f i ~ ~ ~ e t h ~  
r a t h e r  t han  " s h a l l  impose" r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  p a r o l e  and f u r l o u g h .  

MR. LARRY WINEBERG : If you t a k e  o u t  t h e  mandatory i n e l i g i b i l  

c r e t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t .  
c i a u s e ,  you w i l l  be  l e a v i n g  t o o  much d i s -  

REPXESENTATIVE FRATES: I want t o  deter t h e s e  bombings! 

The meeting adjourned a t  1 :25  p . m .  I 

W e s  Teaque, Vice-chairman 




