
HOUSE FISH AND GAME COWIITTEX 

A p r i l  11, 1979 

I 
The meet ing was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman S t a i g m i l l e r  a t  9:30 a.m. 
w i t h  all members p r e s e n t  except  Represen ta t ives  Johnson,  Keedy, and 
Marks. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2 9  - 

SENATOR TURNAGE, Chief  Sponsor ,  in t roduced  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  would d i r e c t  t h e  F i s h  and Game Commission t o  adop t  
a r u l e  l i m i t i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  a h o l e  an i c e  f isherman may c u t  i n  t h e  
i c e .  T h i s  b i l l  may n o t  appear  t o  be an impor tan t  one b u t  t h i s  h a s  
become a  problem. There a r e  people  f a l l i n g  th rough  t h e s e  h o l e s  and 
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  could  be impor tan t  i n  s av ing  l i v e s ,  

He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Polson Outdoors I n c .  has  asked t o  have t h e s e  h o l e s  
r e g u l a t e d .  They have had problems a t  Lake Mary Ronan and F l a t h e a d  
Lake. People  a r e  t a k i n g  chainsaws and c u t t i n g  h o l e s  a s  l a r g e  a s  
t h e i r  i c e  houses .  When t h e s e  houses a r e  removed and t h e  snow d r i f t s  
ove r  t h e  h o l e  t h e r e  i s  a good chance o f  someone f a l l i n q  i n t o  it. So 
f a r  we do n o t  know o f  anyone g e t t i n g  s e r i o u s l y  h u r t .  A f t e r  h e a r i n g  
t h i s ,  a t  t h e  c l u b s  r e q u e s t ,  he i n t roduced  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  

PROPONENTS : 

I FRANK S. STOCK, P r e s i d e n t ,  Polson Outdoors,  I n c . ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
people  a r e  c u t t i n g  l a r g e  h o l e s  i n  t h e  i c e  and a f t e r  a  f r e e z e  and snow 
storin you can n o t  s e e  where t h e  h o l e s  were cut. W e  have asked t h e  
F i s h  and Game t o  do something,  b u t  t hey  have n o t  done any th ing  y e t .  
We urge  your suppor t  of  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  

H . F .  GREGG, T r e a s u r e r ,  Polson Outdoors,  I n c . ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had 
talked t o  t h e  F i s h  and Game Commission and t h e y  sugges t ed  w e  i n t r o d u c e  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  H e  t hen  exp la ined  an i n c i d e n t  when he and a f r i e n d  
had been f i s h i n g  and t h e  nex t  t ime they  went o u t  someone had c u t  a 
b i g  h o l e  i n  t h e  i c e  and t h e  snow had covered it, h i s  f r i e n d  had f a l l e n  
i n t o  t h e  ho le .  I f  he  had n o t  been r i g h t  t h e r e  his friend would  have 
drowned. 

He concluded s t a t i n g  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  was no th ing  b u t  a s a f e t y  measure 
and urged t h e  committees suppor t .  

Ques t ions  w e r e  asked by t h e  committee and t h e  h e a r i n g  on SJR 29  was 
c l ~ s e d .  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

SENATE J O I N T  RESOLUTION NO. 2 9  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Thof t  moved, DO PASS. The motion was c a r r i e d  unanimously. 
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The m e e t i n g  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  a t  9:45 a.m. 

Judy J. Mook, Secretary 




