
S t a t e  of Montana 
46 t h  L e g i s l a t i v e  Ses s ion  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE - 
Minutes o f  Meeting 

A meet ing of  t he  Education Committee o f  t h e  House of  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  11:00 a .m .  i n  
Room 436, C a p i t o l  Bu i ld ing ,  on F r iday ,  March 3 0 ,  1 9 7 9  
by Chairman P e t e r  J. G i l i i g a n .  

The r o l l  was taken  and shows Kepresen ta t ives  Dai ly ,  Yardley 
and Lund excused.  A 1 1  o t h e r  committee members w e r e  
p r e s e n t .  

The purpose  of  t h e  meet ing was t o  hear  House J o i n t  
Reso lu t ion  58. 

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r eques t ed  Represen ta t ive  Dussau l t ,  c h e i f  
sponso r  o f  H J R  58, t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  committee. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Dussau l t  t o l d  t h e  committee t h i s  
r e s o l u t i o n  would r e q u e s t  t h e  committee on  p r i o r i t i e s  t o  
a p p o i n t  a j o i n t  committee t o  conduct  an  i n t e r i m  s tudy  on t h e  
fund ing  o f  t h e  Montana U n i v e r s i t y  System. 

Proponents  of  H J R  58 were: 

George Bandy, Act ing Commissioner of  Higher Education,  Montana 
U n i v e r s i t y  System, 33 S .  L a s t  Chance Guich,  ~ e i e n a ,  M t .  - 
D r .  Bandy spoke i n  s u p p o r t  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  and urged 
passage .  

Cur t  Johnson,  Montana S t u d e n t  Lobby, 1008 1 1 t h  Ave, Apt. 6 ,  
Helena,  M t .  - "There has  n o t  been i n  Montana a  s i n g l e  comprehensive 
s tudy  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  an e q u i t a b l e  funding  formula f o r  f i n a n c i n g  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  System t h a t  would t r e a t  and t a k e  i n t o  account  a l l  
f a c t i o n s  involved  i n  t h e  p roces s  ... I t  would be premature t o  
p r e d i c t  what kind of formula t h a t  might r e s u l t  from this s tudy ,  
b u t  w e  are c e r t a i n  t h a t  i f  nothing e l s e  deve lops  from such 
i n s i g h t s  t h a t  a t  i e a s t  communication wouid be enhanced between 
opposing groups and comparisons o f  r e l e v a n t  d a t a  by a l l  p a r t i e s  
i nvo lved  would more t h a n  j u s t i f y  such a  s tudy . "  (For complete 
w r i t t e n  tes t imony,  see E x h i b i t  1) 

B i l l  Bronson, 2480 E. Broadway, Helena, M t .  (Represent ing t h e  
Assoc i a t ed  S t u d e n t s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana) - M r .  Bronson 
p r e s e n t e d  an amendment t o  t h e  committee. The amendment submit ted 
would i n c l u d e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t s  of  t h e  
v a r i o u s  u n i t s  o f  t h e  Montana u n i v e r s i t y  System,as w e l l  a s ,  t h e  
o t h e r  b o d i e s  involved i n  t h e  s tudy  a s  t h e  b i l l  was w r i t t e n .  
(See ~ x h i b i t  2 )  

Mike Dahlem, 1836 F lowerree ,  Helena, M t .  - (Assoc ia ted  S tuden t s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana) M r .  Dahlem r e i t e r a t e d  p o i n t s  made i n  
p rev ious  tes t imony and urged t h e  committee t o .  p a s s  t h i s  
r e s o l u t i o n .  ( s e e  E x h i b i t  3 )  
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Represen ta t ive  K e m m i s  s tood  i n  suppor t  of  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  and 
urged t h e  committee t o  p a s s  it say ing ,  " u n t i l  we a d j u s t  t h e  
formula ,  w e  a r e  p l a y i n g  dangerous games w i t h  g radua te  educa t ion  
i n  Montana. I t  i s  impera t ive  w e  have t h i s  s tudy ."  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Nordtvedt a l s o  r o s e  i n  suppor t  of H J R  58. 

Represen ta t ive  Teague urged suppor t  of  H J R  58 and f e e l s  t h a t  
a  look  a t  t h e  formula used,  and t h e  pay p i a n  i s  necessary.  

There were no opponents t o  H J R  58 p r e s e n t .  Represen ta t ive  
Uussau l t  i n  c l o s i n g  urged t h e  committee t o  suppor t  H J K  58. 
The committee was a l lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i tnes ses  and t h e  
hea r ing  was c l o s e d .  

The committee went i n t o  ~ x e c u t i v e  Sess ion .  Represen ta t ive  Oberg 
moved t o  amend H J R  58 as reques ted  by M r .  Bronson. The motion 
c a r r i e d  unanimously. ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Oberg moved HOUSE J O I N T  
RESOLUTION 58 AS AMENDED, DO PASS. The motion c a r r i e d ,  i3-1 ,  
w i t h  Represen ta t ive  P i s t o r i a  v o t i n g  no. 

The meeting ad journed  a t  1 2 : S O  p.m. 

. , Chairman 

M J W  




