
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  L i v e s t c c k  
& I r r i g a t i o n  C o r m i t t e e  
March 2 8 ,  3.979 
4 6 t h  L e g i s l a t i v e -  S e s s i o n  

The House A g r i c u l t u r e ,  L i v e s t o c k ,  & I r r i g a t i o 2  Committee h e i d  
a m e e t i n g  i n  room 4 3 7 ,  a t  12:30 p.m., March 2 8 ,  1 9 7 9 .  
Chairman Day c a l l e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r ,  A L I  members w e r e  
p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  Rep. Kanduch, Lien  and Smith who w e r e  a b s e n t .  

The h e a r i n g  w a s  opened on  SJR 32 .  

S e n a t o r  G a l t ,  c h i e f  s p o n s o r  o f  SJR 32,  i n t r o d a c e d  t h e  b i l l  - 
t o  t h e  committee.  The r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t s  a n  i n t e r i m  s t u d y  
o f  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  needs  of t h e  L i v e s t o c k  I n d u s t r y  o f  Montana. 
One o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of  t h e  committee would be 
t o  c o n s i d e r  i f  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  an imal  d i a g n o s t i c  l a b o r -  
a t o r y  and v e t e r i n a r y  r e s e a r c h  l a b o r a t o r y  would be f e a s i b l e  
and i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y .  S e n a t o r  
G a l t  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  h a s  been t h e  problem and it i s  t i m e  t o  
do someth ing  a b o u t  it. 

PROPONENTS : 

M r .  Zack S t e v e n s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Farm Bureau and t h e  o rgan-  
i z a t i o n  WIFE, a r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  of  SJR 32. H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  
would b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  commit tee  
may have.  

Rep. Gene Donaldson,  former  member o f  t h e  Board o f  L i v e s t o c k ,  
t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  SJR 32.  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  
a n  a t t e m p t  t o  t r y  and  b r i n g  a b o u t  a m o r e  efficient l i v e s t o c k  
i n d u s t r y .  H e  a l s c  s t a t e d  t h a t  f i n a n c e  i s  one  of t h e  problems 
t h a t  must  b e  d e a l t  w i t h .  

M r .  E i l l  Asher, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  spoke i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  a  l o g i c a l  and r e s p o n s i b l e  s t u d y  s h o u l d  be made b e f o r e  
any d e c i s i o n  is  made c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  needs  of the l i v e s t o c k  
i n d u s t r y .  

S e n a t o r  P a u l  Boyland a l s o  appeared  i n  s u p p o r t  of SJR 32. H e  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  b e i n g  i n  his d i s t r i c t  made him m o r e  
aware of t h e  problems and he t h o u g h t  i s  was up t o  t h e  l e g i s l a -  
t u r e  t o  do s o n e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s .  H e  s a i d  a study i s  a good i d e a .  
H e  gave  examples o f  d i f f e r e n t  problems t h a t  have  been worked 
out i n  t h e  l a b o r z t o r y  i n  Bozcman and how i m p o r t a n t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  
i s  t o  Montana. 

D r .  J i m  G l o s s e r ,  A d n i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  Dept. of L i v e s t o c k ,  and  
G2r.7 Lang ley ,  Montana S t ~ z k g r c ~ ~ c r s  F-ssoc. ar,? Montana C ~ i t t l e m e n s  
Assoc. a l s o  a r o s e  and s t a t e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  of SJR 32 .  

Ray Myers, Jr. r e p r e s e n t i n g  h imse l f  a s  a  r a i s e r  o f  l i T ~ e s t o c k  
ii-1 Montana zirosc i n  s u ~ p o r t  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  
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he t h i n k s  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  should be "~freewheel . ingn,  - H e  s a i d  
a s  a  u s e r  o f  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  l a b ,  he has  found t h a t  i t  t a k e s  
t o o  long  t o  g e t  r e s u l t s -  of  t e s t s  back,  

D r .  Dave Young, M t .  S t a t e  UniWerslty,  spoke 2n s u p p o r t  of t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n ,  H e  sa2d t h e  stud.: would g r e a t l y -  h e l p  i n  solv?ng 
a  problem i n  Montana, 

t h e r e  were no opponents t o  S J R  3 2 ,  

Ques t ions  from t h e  committee fol lowed.  R e q ,  Johnson asked i f  
t h e  Dept. of L ives tock  and MSU had o b j e c t i 2 c s  t o  p i c k i n g  up 
t h e  expenses  of t h i s  s tudy .  Sena to r  G a l t  s a i d  t h a t  t hey  had 
agreed  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  He a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
f e d e r a l  government would p u t  i n  a pe rcen tage  of the c o s t ,  

S e n a t o r  G a l t  gave c l o s i n g  s t a t emen t  on S J R  32. 

H J R  6 1  

Rep. E r n s t ,  s?onsor  of H J R  61,  exp la ined  t h e  b i l l  tc t h e  , . -  
c o r m i t t e e  and gave background in fo rma t ion  on what p e r s i p i -  
t a t e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  been a r e a l  
problem i n  moving g r a i n  t o  market .  The o n l y  major  marke ts  
a r e  on t h e  west  c o a s t .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  w i n t e r  many c o n t r a c t s  
were n o t  m e t  because r a i l  c a r s  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  or  they  
w e r e  unable  t o  meat d e a d l i n e s .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f a m  members 
had come up wi th  t h i s  s tudy  i d e a  a s  a  way o f  s o l v i n g  t h e  
problem. He s a i d  t h a t  it i s  impor t an t  for t h e  c o u n t y  t h a t  
t h e  p u b l i c  work w i t h  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  community. 

PROPONENTS : 

Zack S t evens ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Farm Bureau, spoke i n  
f a v o r  o f  t h e  p i p e l i n e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  technology  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e a l l y  open up the  I n d u s t r y ,  The p 2 p e l i n e  
t r a n s p o r t i n g  o f  g r a i n  could  open up g r a i n  marke ts  never  be fo re  
open t o  Montana. 

D r .  Wil l iam Hunt, Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  spoke in f ayo r  o f  
HJR 61. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  technology i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  moving 
g r a i n  by p i ~ e l i n e .  

Chr i s  Johanson,  Montana Grain  E l e v a t o r s  Assoc,! gsve tes t imony 
i n  s u p p o r t  of H J R  6 1 .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t ~ o n  i n  M o ~ t a n a  
f o r  moving g r a i n  t o  market  i s  g e t t i n g  p r o g r e s s i v l y  worse,  H e  
urged t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  committee. 
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H J R  61 CONT, 

M r .  Gordon McGowan, Montana R a i l r o a d  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  spoke i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  H J R  61, H e  s a i d  t h a t  Be c o u l d  see a l o t  of 
prob lems  w i t h  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  He p a s s e d  o u t  s h e e t s  w i t h  
v i e w p o i n t s  of  t h e  R.R.  Assoc. E x h i b i t  " A "  shows t h e  
wheat  and b a r l e y  e x p o r t e d  from Montana from the BN r a i l r o a d .  
~ x h i b i t  "5" shows t h e  s u r p l u s  o f  box & c o v e r e d  hoppers for 
g r a i n  on t h e  EN system. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  e n v ? r o n m e n t a l i s t s  
have  r a i s e d  c o n c r e t e  o b j e c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p i p e l i n e ,  He 
gave examples  of some o f  t h e  problems t h a t  t h e  p i p e l i n e  would 

' be faced w i t h -  s u c h  as b reakage .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  whole  i s s u e  
i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  n a t u r e  and t h e  c r o p s  e a c h  y e a r ,  H e  p a s s e d  
o u t  a s h e e t  showing t h e  r e t u r n  on n e t  i n v e s t i i e n t  i n  t r a n s p o r -  
t a t i o n  p r o p e r t y  (see ~ x h i b i t  "C" 1 

There  w e r e  no o t h e r  opponen t s  t o  H J R  6 1 .  

Q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  committee f o l l o w e d .  

Rep. Conroy a s k e d  i f  t h i s  b i l l  would t a k e  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  
The answer  was no, n o t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Some o f  t h e  members 
wanted t o  know if t h e r e  i s  a  working p i p e l i n e  anywhere else 
ti-&at c a r r i e s  g r a i n .  The answer was t h a t  t h e r e  have  been 
tsst  p i p e l i n e s  b x t  none t h a t  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  being used .  
T h e  q u e s t i o n  was a s k e d  why some c o r p o r a t i o n  o r  f r e e  e n t e r -  
p r i z e  had  n o t  come up w i t h  t h i s  s t u d y  b e f o r e  2f it is so 
i m p o r t a n t .  The r e p l y  was t h a t  p r i y a t e  c o r p o r a t 2 o n s  u s u a l l y  
do n o t  r e l e a s e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
when it i s  t h e i r  money t h a t  i s  p u t  i n t o  it: 

Rep. E r n s t  c l o s e d  on  HJR 6 1 .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  he was p l e a s e d  
w i t h  the  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  it i s  h i s  
b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  g r a i n  s h i p p i n g  h a s  become t h e  " s t e p  C h i l d "  i n  
t h e  l a s t  few years. 

H J R  6 2  

HJR 62  i s  a House A g r i c u l - t u r e  C o m m i t t e e  B i l l  x e q u e s t h g  
a s s i g r m e n t  o f  a n  i n t e r i m  c o m i t t e e  t o  s t u d y  Montana ' .s  
p r e s e n t  s e e d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l aws ,  

PROPONENTS : 

Xike Koehnke s p e a k i n g  a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  spoke i n  f a v o r  
of t h e  b i l l ,  H e  s a i d  t h ? t  this r e s o l u t i o n  woul6 p r o b a 5 l y  
do what  t h e  f a r m e r s  want ,  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Bill should 
 roba ably s p e c i f y  how many mcnbers hrould make up t h e  c o r m i t t e e  
and who would a p p o i n t  t h e  c o m i t t e e ,  H e  s a i d  t h a t  a s  far 
2 s  f u n d i n g ,  p e o p l e  -,-~ho partic<pat? i n  t h e  s t u d y  will c o v e r  
r h z i r  own f u n d i n g .  
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S e n a t o r  Pau l  Boyland spoke i n  f a v o r  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  
He said t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  was pre; i : - i ta ted B y  suits 
going on between t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  and t - 3  p o t a t o e  growers .  
He s a i d  t h a t  i t  i s  neces sa ry  t h a t  the; make a s t u d y  d u r i n g  
t h e  i n t e r i m  s o  t h a t  tA2s  problem can re so lved  n e x t  s e s s i o n ,  

Also appear ing  and s t a t i n g  suppor t  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  
J ack  Gunderson of  t h e  Dept,  of A g r i c u l t u r e .  

There were no opponents t o  H J R  62. 

Q u e s t i o n s  from the  committee fol lowed.  T h e  main concern a t  
. t h i s  t i m e  was t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  d i d  n o t  have enough d e t a i l s  

abou t  who would make up t h e  committee. Chairman Day s a i d  t h a t  
he would l e a v e  i't up t o  t h e  committee t o  dec ide  i.f they wanted 
t o  change t h e  wording, 

Hearing was c l o s e d  on HJR 6 2 ,  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Rep, Conroy y d e  a motion t h a t  StTv  3 2  BE CONCUR.F,ED If?, 
Di!:eussion on t h e  mot i sn  fol lowed.  A v o t e  w a s  t aken  and 
c a r r i e d  unanimously wi:h t hose  p r e s e n t .  Rep. Donaldson w i l l  
c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  i n  t h e  Zouse, 

Rep. Hand noved t h a t  Z J R  61 BE CONCURRED I N .  D i scuss ion  on 
t h e  m o t i o n  followed. Rep. Johnson said that either the Leg- 
i s l a t i v e  Counci l  o r  t h e  Dept. of Agrucul tu re  should  do t h e  
s tudy  o r  g i v e  money f a r  t h e  s tudy  because she f e l t  Montana 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  should  n o t  have t o  do it on t h e i r  own: 
Rep. Roth s a i d  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  h a s  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  t o  
do t h i s  s tudy  and it w i l l  f i t  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e i r  program. 
Rep. Dassinger  moved t h a t  t ' ? e  word "STUDY" i n  t h e  t i t l e  
be changed t o  " r e s e a r c h " .  A f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  from the committee 
h e  withdrew h i s  motion. A vo te  was t aken  on Rep, Hand's  
motion and c a r r i e d  1 2  yes  znd 2 no w i t h  3 a b s e n t .  R e p ,  
Erar-d an< Dassinger  voted :.o. 

No a c t i o n  w a s  t aken  on HZ? 6 2  a t  t h i s  t i n e ,  A meet ing  w a s  
scheduled f o r  e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n  on EJR 62 f o r  F r i d a y  March 3 0 ,  
a t  1 2 : 0 3  noon. 

A n:ot.ion w a s  made & seconeed t o  ad journ .  

---- - ---- 
R ~ l l l a r n  d .  Day - Cha~rzan 




