
March 2 7 ,  1373  
3 : 3 0  p .m.  
Room 1 0 4  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bu i ld ing  
Sub jec t :  HB 422 

The meet ing was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  3 : 3 0  p.m. by Chairman F r a n c i s  
Bardanouve. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Hurwitz and Gesek w e r e  a b s e n t .  

HOUSE B I L L  922. Rep. Benne t t ,  D i s t r i c t  2 7 ,  Powell  County pre-  
s e n t e d  HS 922 of which he i s  sponso2-. T h i s  b i l l  a p p r o p r i a t e s  money 
t o  the Department of Heal th  and Environmental  S c i e n c e s  t o  provide 
a  h e a i t h  and medical  i n fo rma t ion  te lephorLe s e r v i c e .  Under t h i s  
system a person  could i n q u i r e  about  a s p e c i f i c  disease and t h e  
s e r v i c e  would p l ay  back a  t h r e e  minute t a p e .  

T h i s  system i s  i n  e f f e c t  i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  s t a t e s  and i s  q u i t e  
effective w i t h  r e p o r t s  of up t o  800,000 c a l l s  a y e a r .  Rep. Bennet t  
main ta ined  t h a t  t h i s  system could save li:7es and worry f o r  the 
doct:ors. P a t i e n t s  cou ld  avoid  goinq t o  emergency rooms a t  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  i f  t hey  could  f i n d  o u t  what t hey  need t o  know on t h e  phone. 

T h i s  could  a l s o  s ave  t h e  people  money and t h e  d o c t o r s  t j m e ,  be- 
cause  t h e  t a p e s  could a d v i s e  t h e  people  as  t o  whether  t h e y  shou,ld 
seek  medical  a s s i s t a n c e .  

The  t o t a l  c o s t  f o r  t h e  biennium i s  $ 1 7 2 , 3 4 8 .  The t a p e s  will be 
r e v i ~ w e d  by t h 2  d o c t o r s  i n  Montannend w i l l  say what t hey  want them 
t o  s a y .  

John FB. B a r l e t t  spoke i n  suppor t  of  t h i s  program. Re said i n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  where t h i s  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  s e r v i c e  i s  h e a v i l y  used. I n  
Wltchita, for example, t hey  r e c i e v e  up t o  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  c a l l s  per y e a r .  
Most hc lpfu l l .  w i l l  be a t a p e  on  Nedicare and Pledjcaide sex-vices. 
T h e  system can a l s o  be used by t h e  School Systems. T h e  tapes  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  through s e v e r a l  fi-rms arid w i l l  be reviewed by Plontana 
p h y s i c i a n s .  H e  f i n i s h e d  say ing  t h e  program will be costly b u t  w i l l  
s ave  c i t i z e n s  money, s o  t h e  money w i l l  be w e l l  s 2 e n t .  

Janice Connors, Montana Foundation for Medical C a r e ,  spoke i n  sup:>crt  
of t h e  program. She s a i d  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w i l l  be t o  m a i n t a i n  t h c  
Watts l i n e s  and personnel  t o  run t h e  s w i t c h  board.  

There w e r e  no opponents t o  t h e  b i l l .  

Rcp. Hand asked i f  t h i s  program pias f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  o r  for the . . 
physician. Proponents  of t h e  b i l l  sai i l  i t  w a s  Cicf inate ly  :or the 
p u b l i c ' s  benefit. 
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.. - .  R-p. '. 'srdjey .i*skej if t h i s  .i.rouli;- 5e a a4  :;cur a i3,xy s e r v i c e ,  j a n ~ c e  - - 1 . .  . ~onncrs e x p i a i ~ e d  t h a t  e ~ e l i t u ~ i -  it wsu3.d be,  b u t  i n i t i a l l y  it will 
be a 12 h ~ u r  a  day program and wril he a d v e r t i s e 6  so  p e o p l e  will 
know khen t o  c a l l  i n .  

Rep. E l l i s  aksed if t h e  s e r v i c e  would be fast enough f o r  emergencies .  
I t  w a s  s a i d  t h a t  y e s  i t  woul-d he,  b u t  b s s i c a l l y  it w i l l  b e  a n  educa- 
t i o n a l  program. 

Rep. Bengston asked i f  t h e  t a p e s  would u s e  languase  t h a t  the caller 
could  unders tand .  Rep. Benne t t  exp la ined  t h a t  t h e  t a p e s  would be 
gea red  t o  t h e  layman's  language.  The d o c t o r s  w i l l  go o v e r  t h e  t a p e s  
and d e c i d e  b1hEi-k they  want them t o  say .  

Rep. Lund asked i f  t h i s  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  C i t i z e n ' s  Advocate 
Prqgram. It was exp la ined  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  be an e x t e n s i o n  of t h a t  
program, b u t  t h e r e  w i l l  have t o  be q u a l i f i e d  peapl-e answexing t h e  
phone? and w i l l  r e q u i r e  t a p e s  done by a  p r o f e s s i o n a l .  

I 
Rep. Rvaaren s a i d  he  thought  t h a t  dcckors  were r e l u c t a n t  t o  d iagnose  
over  t h e  phone. Rep. Benne t t  exp la ined  t h a t  peop le  wj .11  c a l l - ,  de-  

1 
s c r i b e  t h e i r  symptoms and a  t a p e  would be p layed  back x h i c h  r e l a t e s  
t o  t h e  signs and symptoms. The person could t h e n  t e l l  i f  t h e y  needed 
t o  s e e  a d o c t o r .  

I 
There  were no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  and t h e  hea r ing  was c l o s e d  on HE 9 2 2 1  

F!?GSE B I L L  9 0 6 .  Th i s  i s  t h e  Horriestead Re l i e f  A c t .  Rep. South  sa id  
?;ere has beeil ar; amendnent in t roduced  t o  change $L2,000,11GG t o  
; ;8,000,000 f o r  t h e  two y e a r s .  Rut, i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  t hey  
w i l l  still have t o  have an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  do it, 

I 
R e p .  Manning moved D o  P a s s  o n  HE 905.  The q u e s t i o n  was called and 
tile motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

I 
Rep. Moore moved Do Not Pass  on HI3 9 2 2 .  A s  a s u h s t i t u t e  mot ion ,  
R e p .  Kenehan movc'd Do Pass  on JiB 9 2 2 .  The q u e s t i o n  was c a l l e d  and 
t h e  rnotjon f a i l e e .  Kepresen ta t ives  Manning, KanueL, Menehan and 

I 
Yardley v o t i n g  yes .  I 
The v o t e s  w e r e  r e v e r s e d  for t h e  o r i g i n a l  motion and t h e  motion c a r r i e d .  

There  was no furt ; l ler  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meet ing w a s  ad journed  a t  4:GO p . m .  1 
-- ------- 
F'lt'.. 11s BAHlIiNOUVE , Chai rman 
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