
The House Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m i t t s e  convened on March 
2 2 ,  1979 ,  i n  room 4 3 1  o f  t h e  C a p i t a i ,  a t  1 2  p . m . ,  w i t h  Chairman 
Baeth p r e s i d i n g  and e l e v e n  members p r e s e n t  ( a b s e n t  w e r e  Reps. 
F a b r e g a ,  L i e n ,  Mzyer, P.osentha1 and Wood) , t o  hear t e s t i m o n y  e n  
the f o l l o w i n g  b i l l :  

SENATE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 31 - SENATOR WI1,LIAM F. HAFFERMAN , D i s t r i c t  
11, s a i d  t h i s  i s  a r e q u e s t  t o  s t u d y  

t h e  n e e d  f o r  G.V.W. law enforcement  employees o f  t h e - ~ e ~ a r t n c n t  o f  
Highways t o  c a r r y  f i r e a r m s .  S e n a t o r  Hafferman s a i d  t h e  employees  
a t  t h e  weigh s t a t i o n s  are e d u c a t e d  i n  t k A e  u s e  of f i r e  arms b u t  n o t  
p e r m i t t e d  t o  u s e  them. H e  f e l t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o t e c t  them- 
s e l v e s  a s  t h e y  do m e e t  some rough c h a r a c t e r s .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  h a v e  a  
t e l e p h o n e  b u t  no  r a d i o  i f  t h e y  need a s s i s t a n c e .  

JAIYES V. RACICOT, G.V.W. O f f i c e r s ,  Department  o f  Highways, L i b b y ,  
s a i d  he  works on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  Libby.  M r .  R a c i c o t  s a i d  h e  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  law enforcement  academy a t  Bozeman f o r  a  week of  
e x t e n s i v e  f i r e a r m s  t r a i n i n g .  H e  s a i d  he was t h e n  p l a c e d  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  o f f i c e r  who t a u g h t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  laws t h e y  enforce--G .V. W.  
l aws ,  PSC l a w s ,  L i v e s t o c k  C o n t r o l  l a w s ,  e t c .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  wear  un i fo rms  and badges  and f e l t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  
t o  have  f i r e a r m s  f o r  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a s  t h e y  d e a l  b a s i c a l l y  
w i t h  t h e  same t h i n g  a s  any law enforcement  o f f i c e r .  

FRANK MURPHY, Law Enforcement-G.V. W .  D i v i s i o n ,  Highway Dept .  , s a i d  
he was a  b u r e a u  a r e a  s u p e r v i s o r  f o r  t h e  B u t t e ,  D r m o n d ,  Lima D i v i s i o n ,  
s u p e r v i s i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  we igh ing  v e h i c l e s  w i t h  a  p o r t a b l e  scale i f  
t h e y  have  bypassed  t h e  s c a l e s .  They a r e  a l s o  a s k e d  t o  a s s i s t  o t h e r  
law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .  H e  mentioned a  bank r o b b e r y  a t  Lima when 
t h e y  se t  up a  r o a d  b l o c k  a t  t h e  s c a l e s - - f i r e a r m s  c o u l d  have  p r o v i d e d  
a d d i t i o n a l  s a f e t y .  D e a l i n g s  w i t h  t r u c k  d r i v e r s  w h o  a r e  n o t  corr.plying 
due t o  o v e r w e i g h t ,  e t c . ,  can  g e t  v e r y  u n r e l a x e d .  

W. P .  WERTIW, G.V.W. D i v i s i o n ,  Dept.  o f  Highways, s a i d  t h e r e  i s  
v i o l e n c e  e v e r y  day a t  t h e  s c a l e s .  Much i s  n o t  r e p o r t e d  a s  w e  f e e l  
it  i s  p a r t  o f  o u r  d u t y  and w e  t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t  a s  b e s t  we c a n .  H e  
s a i d  t h e i r  problem i s  n o t  t h e  l o c a l  d r i v e r s  b u t  t he  c r o s s c o u n t r y  
o n e s  t h a t  come from F l o r i d a ,  Texas ,  e t c .  (Due to  n e r v o u s n e s s  h e  
had  M r .  R a c i c o t  r e a d  t h e  remainder  o f  his t e s t i m o n y . )  T h e r e  i s n ' t  
a day t h e  man a t  t h e  s c a l e s  i s  n o t  i n t i m i d a t e d  d i r e c t l y  or  i n d i r e c t l y .  
Most t r u c k e r s  d r i v e  i n  p a i r s .  The sca lemen have  the powers of a r r e s t  
and a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s e r v e  a r r e s t  w a r r a n t s .  H e  said t h e y  h a v e  o n l y  
t h e m s e l v e s  and one o f  t h e s e  days  somebody w i l l  get k i l l e d .  H e  
ment ioned t h e  v i o l e n c e  a t  t h e  Missoula  s c a l e s .  

JAFIES BECK, Department  o f  Highways, spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  s a y i n g  ehe 
scalemen's p r imary  f u n c t i o n  i s  t o  c o l l e c t - - a  s e r v i c e  f u n c t i o n  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a law enforcement  one .  T h e i r  a r r e s t  powers are l i m i t e d .  They 
f e e l  t h e  f i r e a r m s  would n o t  add t c  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and may add 
an e l e m e n t  of added r i s k  of a c c i d e n t s .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  t h e y  have  h e a r d  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  it h a s  b e e n  
ment ioned  t c d a y .  They do n o t  oppose t h e  s t u d y  a s  s u c h .  



I n  c l o s i n g  S e n a t o r  I lafferman ment ioned t h ~  sums of moriey t h e  s c a l e -  
men have  a t  t i m e s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  i s  away from towns,  so a l o n e  
w i t h  o n l y  a  t e l e p h o n e  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  r i p p e d  o f f  t h e  w a l l .  S h o u l d .  
have  someway t o  p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f  and s t a t e  p r o p e r t y .  S e n a t o r  
Hafferman ment ioned  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  v i s i b l e  f i r e a r m s  can b e  a  

4 
v i o l e n c e  d e t e r r e n t .  

Tes t imony l e f t  by M r .  R a c i c o t  which i n c l u d e s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  
t h e  Highway Department  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  and  a  p e t i t i o c  s i g n e d  by 
f i f t y  G.V.W. o f f i c e r s  i s  e x h i b i t  1 and : t t ached  t o  t h c  m i n u t e s .  

Dur ing  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  commit tee ,  D ~ n a l d  R. Copley , A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
o f  t h e  G.V.W. D i v i s i o n ,  Dept .  of  Highways, r e sponded  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  a  s e r v i c e  o r g a i z a t i o n  -- t a x  c o l l e c t i n g  
w i t h  a  l i m i t e d  power o f  a r r e s t .  H e  s a l d  thoy  d o n ' t  fee l  it would 
b e  advan tageous  t o  c a r r y  a  gun. However, he  s a i d ,  t h e r e  i s  a  l o t  
o f  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  g e t s  s h o t  up--vandalism happens weekly.  h 3 i l e  
it would b e  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e i r  p o l i c y  t o  c a r r y  a gun,  h e  s a i d  
h e  c o u l d  see n o t h i n g  wrong w i t h  h a v i n g  someth ing  l i k e  a club o r  
mace under  t h e  c o u n t e r  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n .  

Rep. Keyse r  s a i d  p r i m a r i l y  misdemeanors--verbal  a l t e r c a t i o n s - -  a r e  
what  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  and h e  did-.;' t see how p a c k i n g  a  gun would h e l p  
b u t  he s a i d  he  c o u l d  see n o t h i n g  wrong w i t h  h a v i n g  a  gun on  t h e  
p r e m i s e s  t o  u s e  if needed .  

Rep. Magone p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  d e p u t i e s  c a r r y  g m s .  Sen.  Hafferman 
r e a e  frcm t h e  c o d e s  t h a t  c a r r y i n g  o f  g u n s ,  n i g h t s t i c k s ,  e t c .  i s  
f o r b i d d e n  and t h e  u s e  o f  s u c h  i s  a  b r e a c h  and groun2s  f o r  d i s m i s s a l .  1 
Rep. Kanduch a s k e d  i f  it i s n ' t  a  m a t t e r  o f  p a y i n g  a  f i n e  i f  an 
o v e r l o a d  o r  o t h e r  p rob lem i s  found and t h e y  have  a  c e r t a i n  l e n g t h  
o f  t i n e  t o  g e t  l e g a l .  M r .  Murphy s a i d  n o ,  n o t  any more,  t h e  s c a i e  
men i f  t h e y  f i n d  a  l o a d  7% o v e r  have  t o  demand t h a t  it b e  made l e g a l  
t h e n  and  t h e r e - - t h e y  have  t o  h a n d l e  it t h e m s e l v e s .  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

SENATE JOINT PESOLUTION 31 Rep. Fr-a tes  e x p r e s s e d  a  f e a r  t h a t  
e a c h  s e s s i o n  a  new group  would b e  

i n  a s k i n g  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  pack g u n s - - l a s t  s e s s i o n  t h e  game 
wardens ,  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  e t c .  Rep. Kropp e x p r e s s e d  a 
f e a r  t h a t  c a r r y i n g  guns  w i l l  g e t  some o f  t h e s e  f e l l o w s  k i l l e d .  
Rep. Cooney s a i d  t h i s  i s  a s t u d y  t o  look  a t  t h e  p rob lem a n d  he 
f e l t  t h e r e  were  many unanswered problmes .  H e  s a i d  h e  h a d  h e a r d  
p a r t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  t e s t i m o n y  and i t  was b r o u g h t  o u t  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  
h a n d l e d  by a  d e p a r t m e n t  d i r e c t i v e .  Rep. Magone s a i d  h e  a g r e e d  w i t h  
Rep. Cooney. Rep. Feda  s a i d  he  had no problem w i t h  t h e  s tudy--he  
f e l t  t n e  d i r e c t i v e  would b e  t h e  b e t t e r  way t o  go. H e  f e l t  t h e y  
s h o u i d : t l t  be  e x p e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  a  w a r r a n t  a t  a  home w i t h o u t  b e i n g  
accampanied by a  p e a c e  o f f i c e r .  Rep. Keyser  e x p r e s s e d  a  concern  
a b o u t  fo l iow-up t r a i n i n g  i n  f i r e a r m  use .  . Chairman Baeth ment ioned 
t h e  J u s t i c e  Depar tment  f a v c r e d  t h e  s t u d y .  
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Rep. Keyser moved be c o n c u r r e d  i n .  A v o i c e  v o t e  was t a k e n  and 
the motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  7 v o t i n g  fcr, 5 a g a i n s t  (Reps. F r a t e s ,  
Kropp, Tropila, Uhde, R o s e n t h a l  (had  l e f t  h i s  v o t e )  ) and f o u r  
a b s e n t  (Fabrega, L i e n ,  Meyer, Wood) . - 
Meet ing  a d j o u r n e d  a t  1 2 :  55 p.m. 

*. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

Emel ia  A .  Sat re ,  Sec. 




