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Crace Hich that she 1is very concerned
about nome health care for senior citizens. She said that there
zre sanlor citizens who do not meet the criteria to gualify to
pe taken out of the hospital and put into a nursing home. We
nave peocple who canndot leave unless they have someone to look
after them. any do not have a family that can look after then.
It 1s time for our State to look intc the fact that we need %o
nave z tralning program and help for the elderly. It is much
cheaper to bring a person back than it is to pay 31,000 a month
for expenses for them to be in a nursing home. He said that HB
879 is a good bill and thinks it should ke well counsidered. He
also can go aiong with HB 6821.

Rose Smith from Townsend rose in sucport of the bills., &She
scated that she feels the State should help. However, they do
not azk for any appropriation unless a well formulated program
i3 worked out. House Bills 679 and 647 shows this has been
cone. They believe they should ge® the appropriation they are
asxing for on those two bills.

21 Eendor from Shelby rose. He stated that he is in favor of
House Bills 647 and 679 and that he has reservations abcut Housa
Bill 681L. He said that $90,000 doesn’t go too far. Hz2 wondared
who is going to pay the bill to keep these people in the nursing
hom=2s. He askad that the committee support House Bills 647 and
672.

Rose Albertson from Glasgcw rose in support of the legislation
stating that we are in favor of House Bills 637 and 57%. She
said that people would be a lot happler 1f they are allowed to
stay in their own homes. She said that madical costs are getting
so high that those on fixed incomes cannct deal with them. Any-
thing they can get will be helpful

E gentleman from Alberton rose and stated that he is interssted
in all three bills, but that 647 and 679 are the most important.
Ha doesn't know if he and his wife would be able to gao to
Miszcula for socizl activities bescause of the fuel emergency
situation that has arisen. The extra money would help them in
this regards,

2/illiam F. Couture from Hamilton rose in support of tre bills.
Bon VWiilliams from Missoula also spoke in faver of the bills.,
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