March 17, 1979
LEGISLATIVE ADMIMISTRATIO!

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Metcalf, with all of
the members present. Chief Clerk, Martha McGee and Assistant
Chief Clerk, Art Moonan were also present. Speaker Gerke arrived
shortly after the meeting began, and also attended the meeting.

The first order of business was the discussion of the votlng mach-
ing and sound system in the House chambers. Chairman Metcalf re-
quested that Martha McGee give a resume regarding information on
DACTRONICS equipment, and speakers for the chambers. Martha said
she had talked with Don Liles about purchasing speakers,and that
he quoted a price of $130.00 per speaker if six soeakers were
purchased; otherwise each speaker would cost $159.00. Chairman
Metcalf asked if they could be ohtained scon, and Martha said

she assumed they could.

After more discussion as to the need of the speakers, the mem-
bers agreed that they were indeed needed, and Rep. Meyers moved
that six speakers be purchased; the memhers voted and it was
unanimous.

Chairman Metcalf again called on Martha regarding the informa-
tion she had on voting machine and sound system equivment. She
supplied the members with books on the equipment, which they
looked at and discussed, and informed the members that a repre-
sentative could come to Helena and meet with them to further
explain and give prices on the needed equipment.

Chairman Metcalf said they also had information regarding vot-
ing machines and sound systems from the Sgt.-at-arms, Dick Mey-
er, from another firm. This material was passed around and in-
spected, and Rep. Magone said he thought this committee should
look at as much material as possible before making a decision.

Rep. Quilici suggested that a study be made by this commitiee
during the interim regarding this matter, and further suggested
that perhaps a resolution to that effect be drafted. Ren. Quil~
ici said there really was a preohlem with the present equioment.
and that for the past three years they had seen the need to do
something about it. He suggested that this committee could
draft a resolution for the study to he made. Rep. Quilici re-
minded the members that these things always took a great deal
of time to install etc. and that this committee should really
make every attempt to initiate the move to obtain a new voting
machine and sound system.

Chairman Metcalf inquired as to an approximate figure of the cost
of all of this, and Martha McGee said they were orobably looking
at about $150,000 to $200,000.

3

ep. Quilici said he thought they should really look at every
bssible outlet for this equipment before purchasing. Rep. Magone
agreed and added that the material he was looking at from Inter-
national Roll Call offered a good system, and that the price was
about 512,000, and that a representative would come and talk to
the members also. He was not sure what all was included in that
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figure, but he assumed the represcntative could come and talk to
the members and give them a break-down of it.

Chairman Metcalf inquired whether the system would last through
another session, and suggested that an appropriation bill be put
in as well as a resolution in the =vent that it would be needed
sooner than they thought.

Rep. Lory asked when the Senate had purchaszed theirs, and Art

Noonan said it was in 1975.  Rep. Lory askzd if there was a chance

of obtaining the necessary equipment befor- the next session, and
agreed that an appropriation bill be put is for it. There was
further discussion as to the amount of money needed for this mat- .
ter, and it was determimed that the present system had been in-
stalled in 1971.

More discussion followed regarding the present system, and the
condition thereof. Art Noonan pointed out that there was some
sort of short in the wiring it appeared, and that it was very
precarious. He further said there would un4oubt9dly be a vast
improvement in the type of systems offered today, as electronics
had advanced so rapidly in the past few years.

Rep. Quilici said this committee should make some sort of a
recommendation as to what was needed exactly, and the amount of
money that would be needed to improve the system or obtain a new
one, but he felt that every possibility should be looked into
before making a final move; and that they should inquire as to
what all was included when talking about the purchase price.

The Speaker suggested that this committee go with Dactronics.

Chairman Metcalf said he would draft a resolution and also an
eppropriation bill with perhaps a blank left thereon for the
actual figure needed, which could be filled in when they had
come to a decision regarding that matter.

Martha McGee reported on the ‘contract they now had, and pointed
out that there had been an error in the amount they had credited
the Council. She said after looking the contract over, she not-
iced the error and called it to their attention, and they then
credited our account with $2,225.00.

Chairman Metcalf called for a motion regarding the proposed res-
‘0lution and bill which they had discussed. M motion was made
that this committee draft a resolution and an appropriation bill
to study and purchase a new voting system and sound system, res-
pectively. The members voted and it was unanimous.

Martha McGee then gave a report as to the staff and progress of
the committees etc. There was further discussion as to the num-
ber of bills in committees yet tc be completed or acted con, and

Martha reported that she had given notice to some persons as their

work had been completed. (see attached sheet).
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Martha further reported that the people were moving from the annex

to the main building, and that some of the secretaries were being

placed in other positions on the staff. She said some of the com-

mittees would be needing extra help now to complete the work; Ap-
propriations and Taxation, namely. Martha McGee pointed out that
some of the people were to be put on call so that if they were

needed as the session went on, they could be called back to work.

Rep. Quilici said he remembered from past sessions that they had
worked it that way, and it was a good way to handle it.

The Speaker remarked that he was not going to authorize any more
overtime. He said he thought people could work their eight hours
and others could come in and work the extra hours if there were
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any: that they could change off and therebhy have no overtime hours.

Rep. Quilici said they had been watching closely as to the work
and overtime for the staff, and were extremely pleased with the
way 1t had been going. He further said that this committee had-
been in close touch with the activity and that he thought the
staff was doing very well in keeping down the overtime consid-
ering the hours the legislature had been in session. He pointed
out the fact that the session had just recently begun to go in
at an early hour, but for the most part, had been starting at
4:N0 o'clock and therefore the staff was compelled to stay after
hours to camplete the work each day.

Chairman Metcalf said he thought that they were doing fine as
far as the hours and pay thus far for the staff; he said that
actually we were in better shape this session, considering the
money expended, and explained that the 12 cent addition per hour
in lieu of insurance,plus the pay scale increase only slightly
increased the total expenditure, thereby showing that they had
done quite well thus far.

The Speaker said he did not mean that those pcople 'down here'
should not work overtime, but was referring to the committee sec-
retaries and people in the steno pool etc. More discussion fol-
lowed, and shortly thereafter the meeting was adjourned.

1 Nt R 195 £ R - e

Zorka DaSilva, Secretary Chairman Metcalf
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF CHIEF STENO

AS OF MARCH 23, 1979 TERMINATE:

BARBARA SCHUYLER
JEAN TSCHIRGI*
IRIS BASTA*

CHERYL VANDERACRE*
LORI WALKER*
MARTHA WING”

MICHELLE SPARKS

AS OF MARCH 31, 1979

LEWIS SMITH

WANDA GOUGH/nk

(AGENCY #1 SUBCOMMITTEE)
(STENOGRAPHER)

(PART-TIME SUBCOMMITTEE SECRETARY)
(PART-TIME STENO)

(PART-TIME STENOQ)
(SECRETARY-EDUCATION)

(PROOFREADER)

*LEAVE ON CALL

(PROOFREADER )
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF CHIEF CLERK

AS OF MARCH 24, 1979 TERMINATE:

"MARC STRAHN* " (READING CLERK)

*LEAVE ON CALL
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4 & RESOLUTIUN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES QF THE STATE «F'%;
5 MONTANA AUTHODRIZING THE LFEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION CDMQITTEE
6 TO CONDUCT AN INTERIM STUDY OF THE HUOUSE ROLL CAtL  VOTING
7 AMD  SDUND  SYSTEMS AND .TU AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE AND
a CIMSTALLATION OF APPROPRTIATE REPLACEMENT SYSTEMS IF FUNDS ARE
9 APPRUPRIATED FOR THAT PURPUSE.
10
11 WHEREASy the Housa roll call and sound systems were
12 instalYled in 1971 and are becoming increasingly vulnerable
13 to malfunction and increasingly costly to maintain and
14 repair; and |
15 WHEREASs the current roll call and sound systems
16 utilize outdated electronic componants and obsolete wired
17 circuitry panels; and
1R WHEREAS,s the current roll call and sound system has a
19 short circuit somewhere in the system that maint@na;ce men
27 cannot  locate and that occasinnally renders the system
21 tnoperative or produces poor sound auality; and
22 ‘ HWHEREASy great advances have been made in the field of
23 electronics since the House system was installeds including
24 the developmant of "micro" and '"printed" circuitry and

25 magnetic mamory units; and



10
11
12
13

16

15

16

- REFRESENrAtxyES'QFfTHE‘szrE.os MONTANA:

LC 1983701

WHEREAS, several ~new systems are available that would
provide more reliability, ' efficiencys and greater

flexibility in use of display subject matter. R

NOWs  THEREFORE, BE IT - RESOLVED BY THE  HOUSE 'OF

%

That the Legislative Administration Committee be

~authorized to conduct an “interim study of the various

systems availabley including an analysis of the systems in
use by other state 1eqislatures.
BEs:lT. FURTHER RkSGLVEO; that aF funds are, apprOprnatedv‘

the Leq;;1atave Admtnistratcon Commlttee after concluding

its study is authorizeds pursuont to Joint Rule 3-15+ to

purchase and have installed. new roll call and sound systems

for th° Housp of. Representat:ves prtor to tha convening of

the 47th Leq:s}ature-
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STATE PUB. CO. Chatrman.
Helena, Mont.
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