
March 1 3 ,  1979 

The House Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m ~ l i t t e e  convened a t  1:30 p.m., 
i n  Room 431 o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  on March 1 3 ,  1979,  w i t h  Vice-  
Chairman Kanduch p r e s i d i n g  and t h i r t e e n  menbers p r e s e n t  ( a b s e n t  were 
Reps. L i e n ,  Meyer and Uhde).  Chairman Baeth was b e f o r e  a n o t h e r  com- 
mit tee s o  was u n a b l e  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  meet ing .  
S i n c e  Vice-chairman Kanduch was t h e  c h i e f  sponsor  o f  the b i l l ,  Rep. 
Magone c h a i r e d  t h e  mee t ing .  H e  opened t h e  mee t ing  t o  a  h e a r i n g  on 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l :  

HOUSE RESOLUTION 2 REPRESENTATIVE J O E  KANDUCH, S r . ,  D i s t r i c t  89, 
s a i d  t h e  b i l l  was r e q u e s t e d  by Ray Wayrynen. 

H e  s a i d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  u r g e s  a n  i n c r e a s e d  r a t e  of  highway c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  s o  a s  t o  g e t  o u r  i n t e r s t a t e  s y s t e m  f i n i s h e d  b e f o r e  
1986--which i s  t h e  d a t e  t h e  f e d e r a l  government w i l l  c u t  o f f  some o f  
i t s  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g .  H e  s a i d  t h e  s t a t e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  u s  are comple ted  
or i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t a t e  s y s t e m s .  

JOE CROSSWHITE, O p e r a t i n g  E n g i n e e r s  and WETA, spoke i n  s u p p o r t .  H e  
s a i d  t h e  backbone of  t h e i r  un ion  i s  made up o f  highway c o n s t r u c t i o n  
workers- -about  7 5 % .  H e  s a i d  i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  highway 1 0 %  
o f  t h e  money comes from t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  o t h e r  90% from f e d e r a l  
highway f u n d s .  H e  s a i d  most o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  used  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
o f  t h e  highways a l s o  comes from t h e  s t a t e .  H e  s a i d  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  
s h i p p e d  i n  i s  r e i n f o r c e d  s t e e l .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  makes q u i t e  a n  economic 
b o o s t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  b e s i d e s  h a v i n g  an up- to -da te  highway sys tem.  H e  
s a i d  i f  w e  d o n ' t  g e t  t h i s  b u i l t  b e f o r e  1986 w e ' l l  b e  p a y i n g  4 0 %  i n -  
s t e a d  o f  1 0 %  a s  w e  do  f o r  p r i m a r y  r o a d s .  

J I M  BECK, Highway Depar tment ,  s a i d  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
had asked  him t o  convey h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  H e  s a i d  
i f  t h e y  g e t  t h e  g a s  t a x  money r e q u e s t e d  t h e y  would h o p e f u l l y  be  
a b l e  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e .  H e  s a i d  i t  depends  on  a  few t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h e  g a s o l i n e  s i t u a t i o n - - i f  t h e  p r i c e  g o e s  s k y  h i g h  and con- 
sumpt ion  g o e s  down t h e y  c o u l d  b e  i n  a f i n a n c i a l  bind. But  h e  s a i d  
from what  t h e y  know now w e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  comple te  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  
and w i l l  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  can  t o  do s o .  

J O E  R O S M I N ,  Montana J o i n t  C o u n c i l  of  Teamste r s ,  s a i d  t h e y  s u p p o r t e d  
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  for a two- fo ld  r e a s o n :  many of t h e i r  employees  work 
on highway c o n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e i r  d r i v e r s  a r e  g o i n g  o v e r  t h e  i n t e r -  
s t a t e  e v e r y  day.  H e  s a i d  e v e n t u a l l y  t r u c k s  w i l l  get b i g g e r  a n d  w e  
need t h e  i n t e r s t a t e .  

REPRESENTATIVE MAGONE, spoke  i n  s u p p o r t ,  s a i d  1-90 r u n s  f u l l  l e n g t h  
of h i s  c o u n t y ,  M i n e r a l  County,  and  2 /3  o f  t h e  p roposed  i n t e r s t a t e  i s  
f i n i s h e d  i n  h i s  coun ty .  H e  s a i d  t h e  b r e a k i n g  f rom t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  t o  
t h e  o l d  highway i s  a  t r a f f i c  h a z a r d  and t h e y  would l i k e  t o  see t h e  
i n t e r s t a t e  f i n i s h e d .  

During q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  Beck s a i d  t h e i r  p l a n s  t a k e  f i v e  y e a r s  from 
b e g i n n i n g  t o  f i n i s h  and w h i l e  t h e  p l a n s  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  done o n  a l l  
r emain ing  p a r t s ,  t h e y  a r e  c l o s e .  He s a i d  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  i s  v i r t u a l l y  
comple te .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  M r .  C r o s s w h i t e  s a i d  he  had t r i e d  
t o  g e t  No. 2 d e s i g n a t e d  i n t e r s t a t e  t o  h e l p  the h i g h l i n e ,  b u t  was u n a b l e  
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to. Mr. Beck said the strip near Eig Timber would be finished is 
they had settled with a reluctant land owner. He said they did 
have one minor problem with an antique barn the historical society 
is interested in. 

REP. KAXDUC:? closed by saying there was another resolution exactly 
like this 0:-e on the Senate side-.-lxcept it was Senate instead of 
House. .He said they took this rc?tite as a joint resolution would 
not be acce~ted at this time. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 2 Rep. Cooney moved be adopted. A voice vote 
was taken and carried unanimously with those 

present. Rep. Meyer had left a written request to vote yes and 
and Chairman Baeth had come in and also voted yes. Absent were 
Uhde and Lien. 

SENATE BILL 473 The Statement of Intent had been prepared by the 
researcher, Bob Lane, and copies were given to 

all the cormittee members (exhibit 1). Rep. Tropila moved that the 
intent statement be adopted and this motion carried unanimously with 
those present. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

1 .  L t f 4: ,A 
WILLIAM R. BAETH, Chairman 

Emelia A. Satre, Sec. 




