
S t a t e  of Montana 
46 th  L e g i s l a t i v e  Sess ion  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Minute s o f  Meeting 

A meeting o f  t h e  Education Committee of t h e  House 
of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  12:  30  p.m. 
i n  Koom 5 of  t h e  C a p i t o l  Annex on F r iday ,  March 9,  1979 
by Chairman P e t e r  J. G i l l i g a n .  

The r o l l  w a s  t aken  and shows Represen ta t ive  Lund excused. 
A l l  o t h e r  committee members were p r e s e n t .  

The purpose  of t h e  meeting was t o  hear  Sena te  B i l l s  276, 203, 126, 
and 178. 

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  Senator  Turnage t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
t h e  committee Sena te  B i l l  178 (an  a c t  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  c o u r s e s  
be  t a u g h t  on t h e  he .a l th  hazards  'of mar i juana)  . Senator  
Turnage passed  o u t  i n fo rma t ion  t o  t h e  committee he had 
r ece ived  from a  s tudy  r e sea rched  by t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r ' s  
o f f i c e  concern ing  mar i juana .  (See E x h i b i t  1) 

Proponents o f  Sena te  B i l l  178 were: 

Lyle Eggum, O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena, M t .  - 
M r .  Eggum s t a t e d ,  "The b i l l  has been amended t o  be 
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  f o r  d i s t r i c t s  t o  comply. Many d i s t r i c t s  have i n  
p l a c e  a u n i t  of  i n s t r u c t i o n  wi th  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  curr iculum.  
This  b i l l  now s e r v e s  a s  a reminder t h a t  some emphasis needs  
t o  be p l aced  on  the  t o p i c .  We do have concerns  about  l e g i s l a t e d  
cu r r i cu lum,  however, t h e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  emphasis f o r  l o c a l  
d i s t r i c t s  p rov ides  t h e  d e c i s i o n  making a t  t h e  l o c a l  e l v e l  
where it should be. (See Exh ib i t  2 j 

There w e r e  no opponents  of SB 178 p r e s e n t .  The committee 
was a l lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i tnes ses  and t h e  hea r ing  on S B  178 
was c l o s e d .  

C h a i h a n  G i l l i g a n  r eques t ed  Sena tor  Brown t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
committee Sena te  B i l l  276 ( an  a c t  t o  a l l o w  s t a t e  and l o c a l  
e d u c a t i o n a l  agenc ie s  t o  a d m i n i s t e r , p l a n ,  deve lop ,  o p e r a t e  and 
improve programs des igned  t o  meet t h e  s p e c i a l  needs o f  
g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  c h i l d r e n ) .  

Proponents  of  SB 276 w e r e :  

J u d i  Fen ton ,  906 Oregon, Helena, M t .  ( O f f i c e  of  Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n )  
M s .  Fenton s t a t e d ,  "Montana's g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  youth may be o u r  
most p r e c i o u s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e .  . . .  There fo re  i t  i s  impera t ive  t o  
e x e r t  neces sa ry  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  needs of  Montana's 
g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  youth are met." (For  complete w r i t t e n  
t e s t imony ,  See E x h i b i t  3 )  

Wayne Buchanan, Montana School Boards Assoc i ,a t ion ,  501 N .  Sanders,  
Helena, M t .  - M r .  Buchanan spoke b r e i f l y  i n  suppor t  of  S B  276. 
(See E x h i b i t  4 )  
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P h i l  Campbell, Montana Educat ion ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  1232 E .  Sixbh Ave., 
Helena, ~ t .  - M r .  Campbeli t o l d  t h e  committee h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
s u p p o r t s  t h i s  b i l l .  

T . C .  Johnson, School Adminis t ra tors  of Montana, Helena, M t .  - 
M r .  Johnson t o l d  t h e  committee SAM suppor t s  t h i s  b i l l .  
(See E x h i b i t  5 )  

George Camp. 2314 5 t h  S t .  # 2 ,  Missoula, M t .  - M r .  Camp s t a t e d ,  
"There a r e  more than  15  school  d i s t r i c t s  o f  a l l  s i z e s  i n  
Montana who have o r  have developed p l a n s  f o r  g i f t e d  and t a l e n e e d  
programs. There i s  need f o r  suppor t  of t h e s e  educa t iona l  
e f f o r t s  f o r  o u r  t a l e n t e d .  (See Exh ib i t  6 )  

Represen ta t ive  Keicher t  spoke i n  suppor t  of  t h e  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  
programs and urged t h e  committee t o  p a s s  t h i s  b i l l .  

H a r r i e t  Meloy, Cha i rperson ,  S t a t e  Board of  Publ ic  Education,  
Helena, M t .  - M s .  Meloy s t a t e d ,  "Board members ac t ed  i n  
January t o  formal ly  suppor t  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
We a r e  ex t remely  cogn izan t  o f  t h e  f i s c a i  s t r i n g e n c y  which 
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  f a c e s  and a r e  t h e r e f o r e  very  r e l u c t a n t  
t o  propose any new programs. The Board f e e l s ,  however, t h a t  
t h e  t i m e  f o r  a s t a t e  program t o  he lp  s e r v e  t h e  needs o f  g i f t e d  
and t a l e n t e d  c h i l d r e n  is  p a s t  due." (Fo r  complete w r i t t e n  
tes t imony,  See E x h i b i t  7 )  

Testimony i n  suppor t  o f  SB 2 7 6  rece ived  i n  w r i t i n g  is  a t t a c h e d  
a s  E x h i b i t s  8 & 9 )  - 

There w e r e .  no opponents o f  S B  2 7 6  p r e s e n t .  The committee was 
a l lowed t o  ques t ion  t h e  w i tnes ses  and t h e  hear ing  was c l o s e d .  

Sena tor  McCallum was r eques t ed  by Chairman G i l l i g a n  t o  e x p l a i n  
t o  t h e  committee Sena te  B i l l  203 (an a c t  pe rmi t t i ng  t h e  t r u s t e e s  
t o  n e g o t i a t e  renewal school  bus c o n t r a c t s  wi thout  c a l l i n g  f o r  
b i d s  i f  c o n t r a c t  c o s t  i n c r e a s e s  do n o t  exceed 8 % ) .  

Proponents  of  Senate  B i l l  203 were: 

Chad Smith,  Montana School Boards Assoc i a t i on ,  501 N. Sanders ,  
Helena,  M t .  - M r .  Smith b r e i f  l y  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  major p o i n t s  
of t h e  b i l l  and urged passage.  (See E x h i b i t  1 0 )  

J i m  Watkins, Educa t iona l  Se rv i ce  Represen ta t ive ,  Of f i ce  of  
Publ ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena, M t .  - M r .  ~ a t k i n s  s t a t e d ,  "The 
i n c r e a s e  i s  a  more r e a l i s t i c  f i g u r e  f o r  s ecu r ing  good bus 
c o n t r a c t o r s  and c e r t a i n l y  improves t h e  chances of p rov id ing  
good l o c a l  bus s e r v i c e s .  " (For complete w r i t t e n  tes t imony,  
See E x h i b i t  11) 

Wayne Buchanan, Montana School Boards Assoc i a t i on ,  '501 N. Sanders,  
Helena, M t .  - M r .  Buchanan r e i t e r a t e d  p o i n t s  made i n  M r .  Watkins 
tes t imony and urged passage  o s  S B  203. (See Exh ib i t  1 2 )  

There w e r e  no opponents t o  S B  203 p r e s e n t .  The committee was 
a l lowed t o  ques t ion  t h e  w i tnes ses  and t h e  hear ing  was c lo sed .  
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Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  Senator  Blaylock t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
t h e  committee Sena te  B i l l  126 (an a c t  t o  g e n e r a l l y  r e v i s e  t h e  
law r e l a t i n g  t o  educa t ion .  ) Senator  Blaylock t o l d  t h e  
committee t h i s  b i l l  was in t roduced  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  t h e  Code 
Commissioner and c l a r i f i e s  t h e  laws r e l a t i n g  t o  educa t ion .  
An e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e  b i l l  i s  a t t a c h e d  as  E x h i b i t  13.  

There w e r e  no proponents  o r  opponents of SB 126 p r e s e n t .  
The committee was a l lowed t o  ques t ion  S e n a t o r  Blaylock and t h e  
hea r ing  w a s  c l o s e d .  

The committee went i n t o  Execut ive  Ses s ion .  

Represen ta t ive  R e i c h e r t  moved SENATE BILL 276 BE CONCURRED I N .  
The motion c a r r i e d  15-1, w i t h  Represen ta t ive  Kvaalen v o t i n g  no. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Euda i ly  moved t h a t  SENATE B I L L  203 BE CONCURRED 
I N .  The motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  ~ e p r e z n t a t i v e s  Yardley,  Uhde, - 
and Nordtvedt v o t i n g  no. - 

There w a s  d i s c u s s i o n  among t h e  members of  t h e  committee r ega rd ing  
Sena te  B i l l  178. Represen ta t ive  Eudai ly  moved SENATE BILL 
178 BE CONCURRED I N .  The motion f a i l e d ,  5 vo t ing  yes ,  1 0  v o t i n g  
no. The motion was r e v e r s e d .  t o  SENATE BILL 178 BE NOT CONCURRED 
I N .  The motion c a r r i e d  10-5, wi th  Represen ta t ives  P i s t o r i a ,  - 
Dai ly ,  Teague, Euda i ly  and Lory vo t ing  no. 

Represen ta t ive  Lund moved Sena te   ill 273 B e  Not Concurred In .  
Represen ta t ive  Kvaalen made a  s u b s t i t u t e  motion SENATE BILL 2 7 3  
BE CONCURRED I N .  The motion c a r r i e d ,  8-7, w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
Uhde, R e i c h e r t ,  K e m r n i s ,  Oberg, Teague, Yardley,  and Anderson 
v o t i n g  no. 

Represen ta t ive  Uhde moved t o  amend Sena te  B i l l  2 by s t r i k i n g  t h e  
s e c t i o n  reduc ing  t h e  amount of funds r e c e i v e d  by d i s t r i c t s  
r e c e i v i n g  f e d e r a l  f o r e s t  r e s e r v e  funds i n  t h a t  amount. The 
motion c a r r i e d  8-6, w i t h  Represen ta t ives  Oberg, Dai ly ,  Teague, 
Yardley,  Anderson and G i l l i g a n  vo t ing  no. Represen ta t ive  
Eudai ly  moved t o  amend SB 2 back t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  9 . 2 %  funding  
schedu le s .  The motion c a r r i e d ,  1 3 - 3 ,  1 a b s t a i n i n g .  Those 
v o t i n g  no were R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  P i s  t o r i a ,  Nordtvedt and Kvaaien. 
Represen ta t ive  Hudaily moved t h a t  SENATE B I L L  2 ,  A S  AMENDED, 
BE CONCURRED I N ,  The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Represen ta t ive  Lory moved t o  amend S B  262 t o  make p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  
based d i s t r i b u t i o n  of funds  from f e d e r a l  f o r e s t  r e s e r v e  l a n d s .  
The motion c a r r i e d  l i - 5 ,  w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Dai ly ,  Yardley,  
Nordtvedt ,  Kvaalen and G i l l i g a n  v o t i n g  no. ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory 
moved t h a t  SENATE B I L L  262 AS AMENDED, BE CONCURRED I N .  The 
motion c a r r i e d  9-7 ,  w i t h  Represen ta t ives  R e i c h e r t ,  Oberg, Dai ly ,  
Teague, Yardley,  Kvaalen and G i l l i g a n  v o t i n g  no. 
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory moved SENATE BILL 126 BE CONCURKED I N .  
The mot ion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

The mee t ing  ad journed  a t  2:00 p.m. 

&lbd- eter  J ~ ' l l l i ~ a r f , P ' S r  .I; chairman 

M J W  




