
HOUSE TAXATION COMMITTEE 

46 th  L e g i s l a t u r e  

Rep. Herb Huennekens, Chairxian, c a l l e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t  8 : 3 0  a.m. ,  
March 8 ,  1979, i n  room 434, C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g ,  Helena.  A l l .  m ~ m b e r s  of t h e  
committee were  p r e s e n t .  Randy McDonald was p r e s e n t .  

B i l l s  t o  b e  heard today were Rouse B i l l s  344, 395, 884. 

Rep. Thomas R. Conroy, D i s t r i c t  #58,  Hardin ,  c h i e f  sponsor ,  exp la ined  HB 395 
which a u t h o r i z e s  an energy stamp program t o  a s s i s t  t h e ,  e l d e r l y  and d i s a b l e d  
of lower income i n  paying u t i l i t y  b i l l s  f o r  w i n t e r  h e a t i n g  and p rovfd ing  a 
con t inuous  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  by changing t h e  c o a l  s e v e r a n c e  t a x  a l l o c a t i o n  from 

t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  energy r e s e a r c h  development and demons t ra t ion  
account  t o  t h e  energy stamp account .  The g r a n t  program h a s  

HOUSE BILL n o t  done what i t  was supposed t o  do. The g i s t  of t h i s  b i l l  is 
t o  channel. t h a t  money i n t o  25,000 households .  With t h e  i n c r e a s p  

395 u t i l i t y  r a t e s  i n c l u d i n g  g a s ,  it  would be  channeled i n t o  each 
household.  P r o v i d e s  stamps f o r  f o u r  months. 

There  a r e  many, many r e t i r e d  peop le  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  l i v i n g  whol ly  on s o c i a l  
s e c u r i t y  - t h o s e  peop le  have t o  because  of economic r e a s o n s  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  own 
homes and have t o  u t i l i z e  more f u e l .  Pe rsons  w i l l  have t o  app ly  f o r  t h i s  g r a n t .  

Gene P h i l l i p s ,  P a c i f i c  Power & L i g h t ,  I b , - i s p e l l ,  s u p p o r t s  HE 395, h a s  t aken  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  energy stamp program channe l s  t o  t h e  pe rsons  needing i t .  

Opponents - 

Gail S t o l t z ,  Montana Humon Resources  Development Counc i l s ,  Belcna,  opposes  
HE 395. 

Walter F o s t e r ,  Chairinan, Plontnnanu i n  Act ion f o r  Peop le ,  C a r t e r ,  KC, opposes  
HE 395 which d i v e r t s  funds  t o  pay u t i l i t y  b i l l s .  B i l l s  a r e  picked up t h a t  
s t u d e n t s  do n o t  pay. S o l a r  power i s  t h e  o n l y  way t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  lowest  p r i c e  
energy.  $30 p e r  month, 26.8% r a t e  being asked by Montana Power wouldn ' t  b e  
covered.  See t es t imony  a t t a c h e d .  Does n o t  want funds  d i v e r t e d  from SB 86. 

Gerry Knudsen, Department of N a t u r a l  Resources ,  Helena,  opposes HB 395. One 
of t h e  s i d e  e f f e c t s  of t h i s  p l a n  would d e s t r o y  t h e  impor tan t  p l a n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
SB 86 which is an a l t e r n a t i v e  renewable  energy p l a n  which h a s  been under way 
f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  Have a  l o n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  r e s e a r c h  and development forms,  b o t h  
l a r g e  and s m a l l .  A l t e r n a t i v e  renewable  energy is  one of t h e  most promising.  It 
d e a l s  w i t h  geothermal ,  e t c .  There  a r e  some r e a l  accomplishments from t h a t  
program. Have had some temporary s e t b a c k s  b u t  have s e e n  some e n t r e p r e n e u r s  
who have s t a r t e d  new b u s i n e s s e s .  40% of a l l  t h e  new j o b s  a r e  by companies having 
l e s s  t h a n  LO employees and a r e  l e s s  than  1 0  y e a r s  o l d .  S o l a r  programs t h a t  have 
sprung up i s  v e r y  encouraging.  

T h i s  is  n o t  a subs idy  of home owners, i t  i s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o f  new i n d u s t r y .  
Expanded r e s e a r c h  a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a s  developed a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s k i l l s .  The 
depar tment  h a s  prepared a  program p l a n  d i v e r t i n g  a c i t i v i t e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  indus-  
t r i e s  t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  It u t i l i z e s  c rop  r e s i d u e s ,  e t c .  Montana can 
develop renewable  energy which ' -  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e .  Have t o  have an  a l t e r n a t i v e  
f o r  petrol  cum; To funds  .Crol;t such 4 Prn$ram wotlld h e  t h e  h e i g h t  of f o l l y .  



P a t r i c i a  S i a s ,  Helena, r ep re sen t ing  Senfor C i t i z e n s ,  opposes HB 395. She is 
chairman of t h e  Senior  C i t i z e n s  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee, and is ve ry  f a m i l i a r  
w i th  government p r o j e c t s  i n  he r  genera t ion .  Very much a g a i n s t  t h i s  program. 
She does no t  f e e l  t h i s  kind of stamp is going t o  so lve  any problems. This  is 
not  going t o  s t o p  t h e  i n c r e a s e  of r a t e s  f o r  o t h e r  people.  Want something done 
f o r  everyone - n o t  j u s t  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s .  

Ted J. Doney, D i r ec to r  of t h e  Department of Natura l  Resources,  does no t  r e a l l y  
oppose, bu t  i t  does away wi th  t h e  renewable energy program. Have had some 
c r i t i c i s m ,  bu t  have taken c a r e  of problems. The i r  program has  a new d i r e c t i o n  
s t a r t i n g  t o  e x e r c i s e  commercial izat ion.  Ten more g r a n t s  f o r  $433,000 f o r  com- 
merc i a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  wind development, u t i l i z a t i o n  of waste  s t r aw ,  It is  a good 
program and i t  i s  working, Hate t o  s e e  junking of the'program f o r  energy stamps. 

Mary Clear ,  Oppor tun i t ies ,  I nc . ,  Housing and Energy, Montana Power t o  People ,  
Great  F a l l s ,  opposes HB 395. They d e a l  w i th  t h e  low income and t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  
problems. Upon reviewing t h i s  energy stamp proposa l ,  they don ' t  f e e l  t h i s  is  
t h e  way t o  go. Seems a p a r t i c u l a r  program t akes  funds away from t h e  energy 
program. Seems t h a t  i t  i s  a d i r e c t  subsidy f o r  t h e  u t i l i t y  companies. Energy 
stamps could no t  pos s ib ly  a f f e c t  t h e  high r a t e  s t r u c t u r e .  Would be  i nc reas ing  
p r o f i t s  t o  t h e  u t i l i t y  companies. Suggests  f i nd ing  an a l t e r n a t i v e .  Ut i l i t ies  
should be  more r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  energy b i l l s .  

Donna E ld r idge ,  Helena, Senior  C i t i z e n s .  Senfor c i t i z e n s  would no t  u s e  energy 
stamps i f  they were a v a i l a b l e .  The emergency energy systems p lan  - had money 
l e f t  because s e n i o r  c i t l z e n s  would no t  u s e  i t .  There was 12% usage by r e t i r e d  
people.  I n  t h i s  community t h e r e  a r e  about 1-2,000 - 7 s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  used t h e  
plan.  Senior  c i t i z e n s  have been o f f e r ed  programs, bu t  they w i l l  no t  accept  as- 
s i s t ance ,  Do n o t  t h ink  energy stamps a r e  t h e  sol-ut ion.  

Rena S u l l i v a n ,  Senior  C i t i z e n s ,  Helena, opposed HB 395. She l i v e s  i n  subs id ized  
housing and her  u t i l i t y  b i l l s  a r e  paid f o r .  Reduced r a t e s  f o r  those  who do no t  
need t h a t  much energy - g ive  small  u s e r s  a break.  Robbing P e t e r  t o  pay Pau l .  
Does no t  approve of t h e  energy stamp. 

Tom Ryan, Montana Senior  C i t i z e n  Assoc ia t ion ,  Glendive, opposes HE 395. A s  a 
member of t h e  IBW he  was a b l e  t o  g e t  a job  a t  t h e  u t i l i t y .  Every Thursday was 
h i s  day t o  go back and t a l k  t o  people  whose l i g h t s  had been turned o f f .  Many 
people  were i n  t r o u b l e  - 50C would provide e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  a week. The r a t e  book 
t e l l s  you t h a t  Joe  Jones is  a r e s i d e n t  customer and h i s  r a t e  i s  such and such and 
o t h e r s  have a d i f f e r e n t  r a t e .  There is no problem a t  a l l  and no bookkeeping 
involved.  This  is my ca tegory  and a s  I go down t h e  road ,  I cannot cope w i t h  
your increased  u t i l i t y  r a t e s ,  s o  I p r e f e r  t o  be on t h i s  r a t e  and I t h i n k  t h i s  
could be  e s t a b l i s h e d  much more cheaply than t h i s  b i l l .  See tes t imony a t t ached .  

Marshal l  Shelden, Montanans f o r  Action f o r  People ,  Ekalaka, a c t i n g  chairman f o r  
Action f o r  Eas t e rn  Montana, Glendive, opposes HB 395. See testimony a t t a c h e d .  

S teve  Doherty, Northern P l a i n s  Resource Counci l ,  opposes HE 395. See testimony 
a t t ached .  

Ronald Pogue, A l e r t n a t i v e  Energy Resources Organiza t ion ,  Helena, opposes HB 395. 
See testimony a t t ached .  Thinks t h e  b i l l  is a joke. 

Michael Barton, Energy P r o j e c t  D i r ec to r  f o r  D i s t r i c t  Eleven Human Resource Counci l ,  
Missoula,  is  a g a i n s t  HB 3? because of pas t  experience wi th  s i m i l a r  p roposa ls .  
@ee t HW&$MWH;* d&c+bhpd. 
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Tor ian  Donohoe, Env i r o i i ~ j ~ c n t o l  Informat  ion  Cc!rltcr, IIeLc~la, opposes  HB 395. She 
asked t h a t  t h e  committee g i v e  t h i s  b i l l  a Do Not Pass .  

Jean M. Schaur ien ,  Montana's  Power t o  t h e  Peop le ,  Great  F a l l s ,  MT, opposes  HE 
395 v e r y  s t r o n g l y .  See t es t imony  a t t a c h e d .  

G a i l .  S t o l t z  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  problems i n  t h e  b i l l  s t r u c t u r e  - i t  i.s on a f i r s t  
come, f i r s t  se rved  b a s i s .  Nost  needy may n o t  be  a b l e  t o  g e t  t h i s  h e l p .  It i s  
addressed  t o  l a n d .  Income l e v e l  s t r u c t u r e  does  n o t  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  number of 
peop le  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s .  Crisis i n t e r v e n t i o n  money, low income and s e n i o r  
c i t i z e n s  r u n  t o  two d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  Thinks  i t  b e s t  t o  go through a  f r o n t  door  
approach on a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b a s i s .  

t 

. J im  Ela l lard ,  Montana C o a l i t i o n  f o r  Human S e r v i c e s ,  Helena,  opposed t o  HB 395. 
Doesn ' t  oppose t h e  concep t ,  bu t  of doing i t  i n  t h i s  manner. See t es t imony  
a t t a c h e d .  

Mike Dahlen,  Assoc ia ted  S t u d e n t s  of Montana, Missou la ,  i s  a g a i n s t  HE 395. 

J a n  Brown, Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  of Churches,  Helena,  opposes HB 395, s a y i n g  i t  
i s n ' t  t h e  b e s t  way t o  a c h i e v e  g o a l s .  See t es t imony  a t t a c h e d .  

David Acberswerth ,  Helena,  as a c i t i z e n ,  js opposed HI3 395. 

l?ep. Conroy c l o s e d  s a y i n g  i t  t a k e s  a  long  t ime  f o r  sol -ar  sys tems t o  pay back 
t h e i r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  c o s t s .  What happened t o  p r i v a t e  investment  and f r e e  e n t e t -  
p r i s e ?  Case of supp ly  and demand - we a r e  n o t  o n l y  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  problem of  
h igh u t i l i t y  r a t e s .  Propane and f u e l  o i l  have g o t t e n  v e r y  h i g h .  Montana Power 
has  a v a i l a b l e  now money t o  l e n d  on a  low i n t e r e s t  b a s i s  f o r  w i n t e r i z a t i o n  - t o  
s a y  t h e y  a r e  n o t  do ing  a n y t h i n g  is  wrong. He d i d  n o t  s o l i c i t  s u p p o r t .  Did 
t h i s  on h i s  own, nobody e l s e  needs  t o  t r y  t o  imply t h a t  i t  was done f o r  t h e  
energy companies. Aero g o t  about  $100,000 o u t  of t h e  renewable energy  g r a n t s .  

Ques t ions  from t h e  committee: 

Kep. R e i c h e r t  asked how long i t  t a k e s  t o  pay o f f  s o l a r  inves tments ,  M r .  P l u n k e t t  
s a i d  i t  i s  a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  cannot  be  answered because  some a r e  pa id  o f f  i n  t h r e e  
y e a r s ,  and some o t h e r s  d o n ' t  pay o f f  i n  f o r t y  y e a r s .  We have t o  have b e t t e r  
answers.  It i s  going t o  t a k e  some up f r o n t  money. 

M r .  Pogue s a i d  t a l k i n g  about  one s i n g l e  t y p e  of sys tem o u t  of a  m u l t i t u d e  of 
poss ibl -e  sys tems.  

Rep .  L ien  aslced i f  t h e  energy stamp program would tend t o  i n c r e a s e  u s e  of u t i l i -  
t i e s ,  M s .  S t o l t z  s a i d  s h e  d i d n ' t  know i f  i t  would o r  n o t ,  b u t  would doubt  i t .  
She t h i n k s  t h e  low income peop le  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  conserve  energy - t h e y  w i l l  pay 
c h e i r  energy b i l l s .  T h i r t y  d o l l a r s  a month i s  r i d i c u l o u s .  Rep. L ien  asked i f  
i t  would t end  t o  i n c r e a s e  consumption.  Wal ter  F o s t e r  s a i d  he  wouldn ' t  make a  
s t a t e m e n t .  The w i n t e r i z a t i o n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  program going on was f i r s t  s t a r t e d  
i n  1975 and t h e y  w i n t e r i z e d  homes. Watched money be ing  siphoned o f f  - more 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e t t i n g  up programs f o r  u t i l i t y  companjes. Rep. Lien t h i n k s  t h i s  
nloney would be b e t t e r  channeled i n t o  a  w i n t e r i z a t i o n  program. M r .  F o s t e r  s a i d  
many d e v i c e s  have paid  o f f .  



4 5 
3/8/79 
Page 4 

Rep. Harrisorl  Fagg, IlisLrlct / / 6 3 ,  B i l l i n g s ,  ~ h i e f  sponsor ,  exp la ined  HB 884 
would p r o v i d e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  energy s a v i n g s  p r a c t i c e s  and p e n a l t i e s  
f o r  energy was t ing  p o l i c i e s .  There  a r e  two b a s i c  sys tems - p a s s i v e  o r  a c t i v e .  

HE 884 tr ies t o  p rov ide  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  reward peop le  f o r  energy 

HOUSE BILL s a v i n g  w i n t e r i z a t i o n .  P r e t t y  much f o l l o w i n g  C a l i f o r n i a  law. 

On a c t i v e  sys tems,  i t  moves i n t o  t h e  income t a x  f i e l d .  S t a n d a r d s  
884 a r e  s e t  o u t  i n  two t a b l e s  showing reduced t a x a b l e  v a l u e s  f o r  

u s i n g  e i t h e r  p a s s i v e  o r  a c t i v e  energy s a v i n g  p rocedures .  
T h i s  would s t i m u l a t e  b u i l d e r s  t o  conform w i t h  b e t t e r  buil .dingo and w i l l  h e l p  t h e  
economy of Montana o v e r a l l .  Recommends t h i s  b i l l  be placed i n  a subcommittee.  

Ronald Pogue, A l t e r n a t i v e  Energy Resources ~ r ~ n n i x a t i o n ,  Helena,  (AERO) s u p p o r t s  
HB 884. Very s m a l l  t a x  c r e d i t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  a p p l i e d  t o  s o l a r .  How 
come we have t o  subsidize t h i s ?  Very l i m i t e d  s u p p l i e s  of n a t u r a l  g a s .  Rapid 
a c a l a t i o n  i n  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n .  Have t o  have e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  many purposes ,  b u t  
do n o t  have t o  have i t  f o r  s p a c e  h e a t i n g .  F r o n t  end c o s t s  a r e  much e a s i e r  and 
cheaper .  Corning up w i t h  s t a n d a r d s  is  going t o  be  d i f f i c u l t .  Sugges t s  l e s s e n i n g  
of r e s t r i c t i o n s  and l e t  t h e  depar tment  make t h e s e  a d j u s t m e n t s .  See  t es t imony  
a t t a c h e d .  Suggest  S e c t i o n  6 ,  s u b s e c t i o n  (1) b e  d e l e t e d .  

David Acberswerth ,  Helena,  s u p p o r t s  many of t h e  concep t s .  Ambitious b i l l .  
S e c t i o n  5 - t h i n k  i t  i s  a good i d e a  t h a t  t a x  c r e d i t s  a r e  p rov ided ,  and t h a t  they  
app ly  t o  d w e l l i n g s  o t h e r  t h a n  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  - wants  t o  s e e  i t  expanded t o  
o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s .  

W. James Kembel, B u i l d i n g  Codes D i v i s i o n ,  Department of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Helena,  
ve ry  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a l t e r n a t i v e  energy.  Tax c r e d i t s  a r e  a lmost  e s s e n t i a l  t o  
make t h i s  work. The t a x  i n c e n t i v e  is  f o r  v a l u e  t h a t  i s  n o t  going t o  o c c u r  i f  
you do n o t  g e t  t h e  t a x  i n c e n t i v e .  I f  you d o n ' t  have t h e  t a x  i n c e n t i v e ,  you do 
not  have t h e  c o s t  i n c e n t i v e s .  Would l i k e  t o  c r e a t e  j o b s  - t h i s  w i l l  c r e a t e  many, 
many jobs .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  can be re.so1ved s o  t h a t  a  r e a s o n a b l e  amount o f  money 
w i l l  be  s p e n t  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n .  See tes t imony a t t a c h e d .  

A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Department of Admin is t ra t ion  s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l ,  b u t  t o  
e f f e c t i v e l y  a d m i n i s t e r  i t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  more fund ing  and more s t a f f .  On a n  
average  i t  t a k e s  4-16 h o u r s  t o  do an a n a l y s i s  of bu i . ld ings .  Can s e e  a t  l e a s t  
from t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be s i g n i f i c a n t  needs  f o r  s t a f f i n g  and 
funding . 
Donna North,  Montana League of Women V o t e r s ,  s u p p o r t s  HB 884. They a r e  v e r y  
much i n  f a v o r  of t h e  u s e  of t a x  i n c e n t i v e s .  See  tes t imony a t t a c h e d .  

N.J.Campeau, Campeau & Crennen A r c h i t e c t s ,  suppor t  HB 884.  See t es t imony  
a t t a c h e d .  

J a n  Brown, Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  of Churches,  Helena,  s u p p o r t s  t h e  concep t  of HE 884.  
See t es t imony  a t t a c h e d .  

Rep. F'agg c l o s e d  say ing  you c a n ' t  g i v e  a  t a x  c r e d i t  on something t h a t  d o e s n ' t  
e x i s t .  Has a n  amendment t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  problem of f i n a n c i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  of 
t h e  Department of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

Quest ions  from t h e  committee - 



Rep. R e i c h e r t  asked i f  t h e  s t a t e s  a l lowing  t a x  c r e d i t s  have a  macimum. Mr. Pogue 
s a i d  t h e r e  is a  $3,000 macimum i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  Some o t h e r  s t a t e s  have some 
macimums . 
Mr. Campeau sa id  t h e  more of a p e r s o n ' s  money hc  p u t s  ln, t h e  more i n c e n t i v e  
h e  g e t s .  I n c r e a s e d  e v a l u a t i o n s  a r e  one main reason .  W i l l  t a k e  a c o u p l e  of 
y e a r s  of t r i a l  and e r r o r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and some a d j u s t m e n t s  w i l l  have t o  b e  
made l a t e r .  

Rep. Fabrega t o l d  M r .  Campeau h e  a g r e e s  on t h e  a c t i v e  sys tem,  bu t  on t h e  p a s s i v e  
system t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t a x a b l e  v a l u a t i o n  - are  t h o s e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  p rocess?  
M r .  Campeau s a i d  it w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  v a l u e .  Many c o s t l y  i - n s t a l l a t i o n s  w i l l  
soon b e  n o t i c e d  by t h e  a p p r a i s e r s .  Rep. Fabrega asked,, p r e s e n t l y  a p p r a i s e d  a t  
market v a l u e ,  i f  t h e  a s s e s s o r  s a y s  $200,000 even though s a l e s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  would 
be a t  $100,000, should  i t  be  a p p r a i s e d  a t  $100,000? The Savings  and Loan p e o p l e  
i n  Grea t  Fa1l.s and Helena and K a l i s p e l l  a r e  v e r y  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  today.  
Get more of a broad-based e v a l u a t i o n .  These b u i l d i n g s  will .  have a  h i g h e r  
v a l u a t i o n  because  of less c o s t  o f  o p e r a t i o n g  i n  h e a t i n g ,  e t c .  

Rep.  Dass inger  s a i d  h e  cou ld  n o t  f i n d  e l e c t r i c a l  p l a n s  i n  1971. Could n o t  change 
t h e  roof  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  windows, f o r  f e a r  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  l i n e s  
would be  t o o  h igh .  W i l l  t h i s  change t h a t ?  Rep. Fagg s a i d  on a  t o t a l l y  energy 
e f f i c i e n t  home i t  would. 

Rep. Huennekens s a i d  t h e  p e n a l t y  s e c t i o n  might c a u s e  c o u r t  a c t i o n s .  It is 
r e a l l y  a v e r y  new concep t .  Where e l s e  a r e  we a p p l y i n g  t h i s  s o r t  of p e n a l t y ?  
Rep, Fagg answered no where. Rep. Huennekens thought  t h e  $5,000 is a c t u a l l y  t o  
some e x t e n t  n o t  a major  element i n  t h i s  b i l l  because  many of t h e  p a s s i v e  improve- 
ments w i l l  be  more expens ive  t h a n  t h a t .  Could b e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  more on t h e  75% - 
e q u a l  t o  t h e  l e s s e r  o f  $5,000 o r  75%. Then you would have an l n c q u i t y  between 
S u i l d i n g  a  dup lex  o r  a  s i n g l e  home d w e l l i n g ,  M r .  Fagg s a i d  you could  g e t  55% 
by p u t t i n g  two s e p a r a t e  systems i n  a m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  and 75% i n  a 
s i n g l e  f a m i l y  dwell-ing. 

Rep .  R e i c h e r t  s a i d  i n  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  f f s c a l  n o t e  t h e r e  was a s u r p r i s i ~ g  number 
a£ mobi le  home hookups las t  y e a r  - 2,000 o u t  of 4,000. I.Jou3.d t h i s  b i l l  complete ly  
i g n o r e  mobi le  homes? Rep. Fagg s a i d  i t  would i g n o r e  a s  f a r  a s  p a s s i v e  b u t  n o t  as 
a c t i v e .  

Rep. Fabrega s a i d  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  t o  de te rmine  an energy c o n s e r v a t i o n  
e f f e c t .  Need t o  look  a t  t h e  con t lnuous  performance; i f  you d o n ' t  u s e  i t  p r o p e r l y ,  
you have l o s t  t h e  whole t h i n g .  Could put  i n  an  e v a l u a t i o n  c l a u s e .  It is  a 
matter o f  p e r s o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  t o  t r y  t o  s a v e  energy.  wouldn ' t  go i n t o  a 
moni to r ing  p a t t e r n  t h a t  w i l l  c o s t  $15 m i l l i o n .  

I \  Rep,  Jack  ~arn i rez ,  D i s t r i c t  1/64;  ~ i l l i n ~ s ,  c h i e f  sponsor  exp la ined  HB 344 would 
exempt s o l a r  energy  systems from going on t h e  t a x  r o l l s  f o r  5 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  
of  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  

HOUSE B I L L  

344 

Ron Pogue, AERO, s u p p o r t s  HB 3 4 4 ,  but  ; ~ o u l d  p r e f e r  1 0  y e a r s  
b e f o r e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  goes  on t a x  r o l l s ,  See t es t imony  a t t a c h e d .  
F e e l s  IIB 344 i s  encompassed i n  HI3 2 9 9 ,  

N .  J ,  Clunpeau, C&C A r c h i t e c t s ,  would arnerld t h e  b i l l  t o  20 y e a r s  exemption.  

Rep. Ramirez i s  w i l l i n g  t o  amend t h e  5 y e a r s ,  w i l l i n g  t o  amend t o  i n c l u d e  o t h e r  
t y p e s  of energy sys w i l l i n g  t o  amend dwelli .ngs t o  i n c l u d e  o t h e r  t y p e s  of 
b u i l d i n n o  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

HOUSE BTLI, 639 - Rep, Lien moved t h a t  HB 639 h e  reconsl .dcred f o r  t h e  purpose  
-*- 

of amending. There  were no Noes, Rep, Vinger was a b s e n t ,  

HOUSE RILL 869 - Rep, H i r s c h  moved HR 869 DO NOT PASS. Rep. Wil l iams s a i d  t h e  
b i g  problem i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no system f o r  r e c o r d  keeping,  Rep, H a r r i n g t o n  
mentioned t h e  amount of money picked up a s  f a r  a s  m i n e r a l  r i g h t s  is  concerned 
i s  v e r y  s m a l l  - $29,  There  should be something done i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  

Rep. Huennekens s a i d  s i n c e  t h e  o v e r s i g h t  committee s p e n t  18 months and found no 
answer ,  he  t h i n k s  i t  w i l l  t a k e  a gen ius  t o  r e s o l v e  t h i s  problem. 

Motion t h a t  HB 869 DO NOT PASS was adopted unanimously,  Rep. Vinger was a b s e n t .  

HOUSE BILL 852 - Rep, H a r r i n g t o n  moved HB 852 DO PASS. A l e t t e r  of i n t e n t  was 
b rought  t o  t h e  committee by Rep. Gould, Rep, L ien  t h i n k s  t h e r e  is  a need f o r  
a board of gaming c o n t r o l .  Rep. Johnson walsn't s u r e  about  t h e  need f o r  a board ,  
b u t  t h i n k s  t h e r e  is  need f o r  some s t a t e  c o n t r o l ,  Rep, Fabrega would p u t  a f e e  
on m a n u f a c t u r e r s  and t h a t  i s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  b u s i n e s s  i n  Montana. 

Rep, Dass inger  b e l i e v e s  gambling should be  c o n t r o l l e d  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  o t h e r -  
wise  might  l o s e  l o c a l  c o n t r o l ,  Ru le  making a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h e  gaming hoard 
and l e t t e r  of i n t e n t  would d e a l  w i t h  t h i s .  

Rep, Wil l iams i s  opposed t o  any f u r t h e r  laws i n  r e g a r d  t o  gaming i n  Montana. 
Thinks t h e r e  is p l e n t y  of c o n t r o l  through t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  

Motion t h a t  HB 852 DO NOT PASS was made as a s u b s t i t u t e  motion by Rep. Wil l iams.  
Motion t o  DO NOT PASS was adopted by a r o l l  c a l l .  v o t e  of 14-4. Rep. Vinger  was 
a b s e n t  . 
Rep, Fagg moved t h a t  a c t i o n  on HB 852 be  r e c o n s i d e r e d ,  T h i s  mot ion f a i l e d  by 
a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  of 7-11. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 44 - Rep. Dozier  moved H J R  DO PASS. Ac t ion  was postponed 
because  of more amendments t o  b e  proposed.  

Meeting ad journed  a t  11130 a.mt 

Joseph' e L a h t i ,  S e c r e t a r y  
L 




