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The House Highways a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Conrnittec convened on March 8 ,  
1979,  a t  1: 30 p . m . ,  i n  room 2 0  o f  t h e  C a p i t a l  Annex, w i t h  C h a i m z n  
Bae th  p r e s i d i n g  and f o u r t e e n  members p r e s e n t  (Reps. Fabrega  and  Magone 
were a b s e n t ) .  Chairman B a e t h  opened t h e  mee t ing  t o  a  h e a r i n g  on  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s :  

SENATE BILL 435 REPRESENTATIVE JOE F. KANDUCH, S r . ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  
b i l l  f o r  SENATOR J O H N  YEHFXNS, D i s t r i c t  45.  Rep. 

Kanduch s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  -.qouid i n c l u d e  an ~ ~ x i i i a r y  member t o  t h e  Board 
o f  Pa rdons .  H e  s a i d  t h e  t h r e e  members o f  t h e  Board a r e  from d i f f e r e n t  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and 30 n o t  t a k e  a c t i o n  u n l e s s  a l l  a r e  p r e s e n t .  A s  
a r e s u l t ,  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  and f o r  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s  t h e y  have  d i f f i c u l t y  
h o l d i n g  r r e e t i n g s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  m e m h e r  would a l l e v i a t e  t h i s  
problem t o  a d e g r e e  a s  h e  would a t t e n d  mee t ings  when a  r e g u l a r  member 
would b e  u n a b l e  t o .  T h i s  member would b e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r .  
Rep. Kanduch s a i d  t h e y  f e l t  h e  s h o u l d  h e  p a i d  w h i l e  b e i n g  o r i e n t e d ,  
s o  a  ,$SO0 a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  r e q u e s t e d .  

Dur ing q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  c o n m i t t e e ,  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d .  
Bob Lane x e n t i o n e d  t h a t  l i n e  1 7  s p e c i f i e s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  

HOUSE J O I ~  RESOLUTION 50 REPRESEMTATIVX ROBERT SIVERTSEN, D i s t r i c t  
7 ,  t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h e  55 m i l e  

p e r  h o u r  s p e e d  l i m i t  does  n o t  conse rve  f e l  o r  s a v e  l i v e s .  The money 
s p e n t  t o  ~ n f o r c e  i t  c o u l d  b e  S e t t e r  s p e n t  i f  a p p l i e d  t o  s a f e t y  programs.  
H e  s a i d  t h e  55 m i l e  p e r  h o u r  s p e e d  l i m i t  was t h e  o n l y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
program t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s ,  and even i f  i t  i s n ' t  work ing ,  it i s  b e i n g  
pushed.  H e  s a i d  t h e  f e d e r a l  government was t r y i n g  t o  d i c t a t e  t o  t h e  
s t a t e s ,  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  i s  hang ing  h i s  h a t  on  t h i s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
measure  and  i n s o s i n g  i t  w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  and  for t h a t  
r e a s o n  he  i s  s & r n i t t i n g  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  :o r a i s e  t h e  speed  l i m i t  t o  
6 5  m i l e s  an h o u r .  A copy o f  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i s  e x h i b i t  1 o f  t h e  minu tes .  

R e p .  Keyse r  said t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  has m e r i t .  H e  s a i d  t r u c k s  have t o  gear 
down t o  h o l d  55 a n d  t h e n  p u t  f o r t h  e x t r a  t o  make t h e  h i l l s .  H e  s a i d  a 
good s p e e d  f o r  m o s t  o f  them i s  58 t o  60. 

Rep. Cooney s a i d  much o f  t h e  i n f o r n a t i o n  g i v e n  by Rep. S i v e r t s e n  a p p l i e s  
t o  t h e  w h o l e  n a t i o n  and n o t  r e a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  Montana. Rep. Rosen tha l  
ment ioned t h a t  e v e n  i f  t h e  s a v i n g  on f u e l  i s n ' t  g r e a t ,  even a  l i t t l e  
he lps - -and  he reminded t h e  committee t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  does  have  a  
problem w i t h  t h e i r  t r a d e  d e f i c i t s - - m u c h  due t o  o i l  i m p o r t s .  H e  s a i d  
w e  o f t e n  c r i t i c i z e  t h 2  P r e s i d e n t ' s  e n e r g y  p o l i c y  a n d  h e  q u e s t i o n e d  how ' 
t h i s  b i l l  was g o i n g  t o  h e l p  i n  t h e  e n e r g y  a r e a .  Rep. Cooney a s k e d  why 1 

Rep. S i v e r t s c n  d i d n ' t  a d d r e s s  t h e  i s s u e  more and e n c o u r a g e  more f u e l  
e f f i c i e n c y .  Rep. S i v e r t s e n  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  I 

n i n e  s t a t e s  r e s r e s e n t e d  i n  Denver,  h e  d i d n ' t  know how many wouid b e  I 

s e n d i n g  i n  this t y p e  o f  r e s o l u t i o n .  

Chairman B a e t h  opened t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  a n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  on t h e  1 

f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s :  
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SENATE BILL 435 Rep. Cooney moved be  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  Rep. L i e n  
s a i d  he  f e l t  t h i s  was a  good b i l l .  Rep. Wood 

q u e s t i o n e d  i f  t h e r e  would b e  a  l a c k  o f  con t inu i ty - -would  a f i v e  
man board  be  b e t t e r ?  A v o i c e  v o t e  was t a k e n  and t h e  mot ion  
c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (Reps. F a b r e g a ,  Kropp and  
Magone a b s e n t )  . 
HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 5 0  Rep. L ien  moved do p a s s .  Rep. R o s e n t h a l  

moved a  s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion  o f  d o  n o t  p a s s .  
H e  s a i d  t h e  f u e l  s a v i n g s  even i f  n o t  g r e a t  i s  w o r t h w h i l e .  Rep. Lien  
spoke a g a i n s t  t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion .  H e  s a i d  i n  t h e i r  wide  open a r e a  
t h i s  s p e e d  l i m i t  i s  n o t  needed,  and t h a t  it f o r c e s  t r u c k s  t o  g e a r  down 
and have  p rob lems  w i t h  t h e  h i l l s .  Rep. Keyser  s a i d  he  h a d  2 2  y e a r s  o f  
e x p e r i e n c e  e n f o r c i n g  s p e e d  l i m i t s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  55 m i l e s  a n  h o u r  i s  
p r o b a b l y  a  good speed  l i m i t  f o r  t h e  e a s t e r n  s t a t e s  w i t h  t h e i r  more 
d e n s e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  he  d i d n ' t  f e e l  it was a  good l i m i t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  
o f  Montana. H e  s a i d  w e  s a v e  some e n e r g y  on cars a n d  then  lose it i n  
t h e  t r u c k s - - a n d  he  s a i d  even  some a u t o m o b i l e s  f u n c t i o n  b e t t e r  a t  6 0  
t h a n  55.  Rep. Cooney spoke  f o r  t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion .  H e  f e l t  t h i s  
was t h e  wrong t i m e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Rep. Feda 
ment ioned t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  on the h i - g h l i n e  and t h a t  
t h e y  depend a good d e a l  on c a r s  and t r u c k s  f o r  t h e i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
and c o u l d  u s e  a  l i t t l e  f a s t e r  speed .  Q u e s t i o n  was c a l l e d  and a v o i c e  
v o t e  t a k e n .  The mot ion  o f  do  n o t  p a s s  f a i l e d  w i t h  5 y e s  ( F r a t e s ,  Uhde, 
Cooney, R o s e n t h a l  and B a e t h ) ,  7 no and 4 a b s e n t  ( F a b r e g a ,  Magone, Kropp 
and Kanduch).  A v o t e  was t h e n  t a k e n  on t h e  mot ion  of do p a s s  and t h e  
v o t e  was r e v e r s e d ,  s o  t h i s  mot ion  c a r r i e d .  

SENATE BILL 1 1 3  Rep. Meyer moved t h e  amendment on  page  1 8 ,  l i n e  2 ,  
t o  s t r i k e  "LICENSE" and i n s e r t  " m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . "  T h i s  mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  
Rep. Feda moved t h e  b i l l  a s  amended b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  T h i s  mot ion  c a r r i e d  
w i t h  Rep. Keyser  v o t i n g  no and t h e  same a b s e n t .  Chairman Bae th  w i l l  
c a r r y  t h i s  b i l l  on  t h e  f l o o r .  

SENATE BILL 304 Rep. L i e n  moved be  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  T h i s  mot ion  c a r r i e d  
unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  ( a b s e n t  w e r e  F a b r e s a ,  

Magone, Kropp a n d  Kanduch) . Rep. Kropp w i i l  c a r r y  t h i s  b i l l  on t h e  - 
f l o o r .  

SENATE BILL 4 0 6  Rep. Keyser  moved be n o t  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  Rep. L ien  
moved a  s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion  o f  b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  R e p .  

Feda moved a  mot ion  f o r  a l l  mot ions  pending o f  a d o p t i n g  t h e  amendments 
p r e s e n t e d  by S e n a t o r  Conover ( e x h i b i t  2 )  e x c e p t  t h e  second  and  t h e  l a s t  
ones .  T h i s  mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  Rep. Kropp 
had come i n  s o  a b s e n t  were Reps. Fabrega ,  Magone a n d  Kanduch. Rep. 
Keyser  spoke on h i s  mot ion  o f  do n o t  p a s s .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  c o u l d  k i l l  
t h e  motor ing  p u b l i c .  H e  s a i d  t h e  Highway Department  i s  p r o p o s i n g  an  
amendment t o  t h e i r  r u l e s  which w i l l  g r a n t  some o v e r  w i d t h  and  o v e r s i z e d  
v e h i c l e s  which w i l l  be e f f e c t i v e  A p r i l  2 ,  1979. H e  s a i d  t h e  g e n t l e -  
man p u s h i n g  t h e  b i l l  was from G r e a t  F a l l s .  H e  s a i d  he  had checked w i t h  
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other implement dealers and found they as a whole did not favor the 
bill. He said as a result of this bill implement dealers could qo 4 
clear across the state on Saturday znd Sunday--which is the busiest 
time for the public. He said farmers know their roads and if they 
need to move equipment will do it early when traffic is light. He I 

said this bill would allow any width day or night and would be a 
tremendous hazard to the traveling public. Rep. Lien felt dealers \ 

would not deliver on Saturday or Sunday to each other but would during 1 

the working week when their regular help was on. Rep. Kropp said he 
was not concerned about the dealer but about the farmer and if he has 1 
to wait until Monday morning during harvest. Rep. Cooney said if the , 
other dealers didn't like the bill they should have been at the hearing. 
He said he would vote to get it on the floor. Rep, Meyer said as a 
former International Harvester salesman he knows they do have problems 1 
moving equipment out to farms--a farmer will call and want it now. He 

I 

felt the bill necessary. Rep. Woods felt others w ~ u l d  take advantage 
of it and will do their moving of large equipment on Saturday and Sun- 1 
day even when it is not necessary. Rep. Keyser said he didn't feel a l 

farmer needed to have a special exception made for him or for the 
implement dealers to go clear across the state on Saturday and Sunday. 1 
The question was called and a roll call vote was taken on Rep. Lien's 
motion of be concurred in. The motion carried with 8 yes, 5 no (Feda, 
Frates, Keyser, Uhde, Wood) and three absent (Fabrega, Magone and I 

Kanduch). Rep. Lien will carry the bill on the floor. I 

SENATE BILL 450 Rep. Feda moved the following amendments: 
line 6, strike "SECTIONS 61-8-356 AND" and ::s::kle.( 

u ~ ~ ~ ~ I O ~ v ;  2) page 1, strike lines 9 through 15; 3 )  page 2, line 2, 
strike "on private property." The motion to adopt these passed 
unanimously with those present (same absent as above bill). Rep. Feda I 
now moved the amendments which are exhibit 3 of the minutes. These I 
were at the suggestion of Rep. Burnett and came from some high school 
students at Red 1,odge who wanted permission to take salvage parts 
from these abandoned cars. Bob Lane mentioned there was a constitution-[ 
ality problem that could arise from this amendment, Rep. Lien suggested 
putting in a severability clause. During discussion it was felt a 
ruling of the Health Department could accomplish what these amendments 
would do. Rep. Feda withdrew his motion. Rep. Meyer moved the bill 
as it has been amended be concurred in. This motion carried unanimously 

I 
with those present (sane absent). Rep. Meyer will carry the bill on 
the floor. I 
SENATE BILL 473 Rep. Keyser moved be concurred in. Motion carried 

unanimously with those present (same absent). Rep. 
Keyser wili carry this bill on the floor. 

I 
Meeting adjourned at 2:50  p.m. I 

Respectfully submitted, 

/,?l:,:-*, If 4; L rk! 
@ILLIAPI 2 :  BAETH , Chairman 

Emelia A. Satre, Sec. 




