
HCUSE FISH AND GAME COIO3ITTEE 

March 8 ,  1 9 7 9  

The meet ing was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman S t a i g r n i l l e r  a t  12:30 p.m. 
w i t h  a l l  members p r e s e n t  excep t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Canroy, C u r t i s s ,  and 
Johnson.  

SENATE E I L L  NO. 5 0 4  

SENATOR ROBERT D .  WATT, Chief  Sponsor,  i n t roduced  t h e  b i l l .  H e  
exp la ined  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would make I t  a  misdemeanor t o  l e a v e  
s n a r e s  and t r a p s  una t tended  and t o  waste  f u r - b e a r i n g  an imals .  With 
t h e  pas sage  of  t h i s  b i l l  we hope t o  s t o p  some o f  t h e  c a r e l e s s  t r a p p e r s  
from l e a v i n g  t h e s e  t r a p s  una t tended  du r ing  and after t h e  t r a p p i n g  
season .  1 

The F i s h  and Game Department w i l l  en fo rce  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  act. 

PROPONENTS: 

FLETCHER NEVBY, Department o f  F i s h  and Game, r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
b i l l  on beha l f  of t h e  Department. 

JANET MOORE, Montana Trappe r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  had 
r e s u l t e d  from a  meet ing of  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  i n  Missoula.  T h i s  organ- 
ization i s  made up of  o v e r  500  t r a p p e r s  and t h e y  a re  i n  f u l l  suppor t  
o f  t h i s  b i l l .  

WILLIS KENT, Montana Trappe r s  Assoc i a t i on ,  exp la ined  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
a l o t  of  t r a p p e r s  i n  h i s  a r e a  t h a t  have been l e a v i n g  t h e i r  t r a p s  
una t tended .  L a s t  y e a r  t h e r e  w e r e  300 una t tended  traps l e f t  after t h e  
season  was o v e r .  "I fee l  something has  t o  be  done t o  s t o p  t h e s e  
people .  " 

Quesk ions  were asked by the committee and t h e  h e a r i n g  on S B  5 0 4  was 
c l o s e d .  

SENATE J O I N T  RESOLUTION NO.  2 1  

SENATOR GREG JERGESON, Chief  Sponsor,  i n t roduced  t h e  b i l l .  H e  
exp la ined  t h a t  hyda t id  tapeworm i s  a  ve ry  s e r i o u s  problem conce rn ing  
t h e  i n f e s t a t i o n  o f  foxes  and coyotes .  If  an imals  and humans g e t  t h i s  
tapeworm it w i l l  e f f e c t  a humans l i v e r  and 5eath i s  Qoss ib l e .  

D r .  Werley, MSU, has  been working on a  c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  tapeworm. 
T h i s  r e so l -u t ion  i s  a s k i z g  t h e  Governor and Montana's Congres s iona l  
d e l e g a t i o n  t o  f i n d  $25,000 f o r  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h i s  worm. 
At tached  i s  a s h e e t  submi t t ed  by t h e  Sena to r  e x p l a i n i n g  the tapeworm. 

PROPONENTS : 

ZACK STEVEPJS, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Farm Bureau a-nd o t h e r  farm o r g a n i z a t i o n  
exp la ined  t h a t  t h e  tapeworm i s  a  danger t o  humans. A man r e c e n t l y  
died i n  Utah from i n f e s t a t i o n  by t h i s  worm. 
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ALICE FRYSLIE, Montana C a t t l e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e \  
r e s o l u t i - o n .  

I 

Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a sked  by t h e  committee and t h e  h e a r i n g  on S J R  2 1  was 
c l o s e d .  

SENATE EILL NO. 4 5 6  

SENATOR EILL THOMAS, Chie f  Sponsor ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  t h e  problem i n  some a r e a s  w e r e  t h a t  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t r a f f i c  a n d  
f i s h  and game laws  by y o u t h  w s r e  n o t  b e i n g  h a n d l e d  q u i c k l y  enough 
i n  t h e  y o u t h  c o u r t s .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e i r  c a s e s  t o  b e  h a n d l e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  j u s t i c e  d e p a r t m e n t .  

The County A t t o r n e y  A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  p r o b a t i o n  p e o p l e  are  i n  full 
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

H e  conc luded  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  was much s h o r t e r  b u t  
t h e  S e n a t e  had amended it t o  r e a d  a s  it i s .  "I f e l t  it d i d  t h e  j o b  
b e f o r e  amendments were added . "  

Q u e s t i o n s  were  a s k e d  by t h e  committee and t h e  h e a r i n g  on S B  456 was 
c l o s e d .  

SENATE BILL NO. 497 

REPFESENTATIVE MANVEL xovcd t o  have t h e  D e p a r t r e n t  o f  L i v e s t o c k  p r e s e n t  
SB 4 9 7 ,  f o r  S e n a t o r  Van Valkenburg ,  s p o n s o r .  The mot ion  was c a r r i e d  
unanimously.  

CHARLES BROWN, Department  o f  L i v e s t o c k ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  had 
been d r a f t e d  by t h e  t r a p p e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  A i r b o r n  
Hunt in4  A c t  w a s  d e c l a r e d  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  p r o v i d e  
f o r  a p e r m i t  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  a e r i a l  h u n t i n g  of  p r e d a t o r y  a n i m a l s .  
The p e r m i t  w i l l  be  v a l i d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  c o s t i n g  $50  p e r  y e a r .  T h i s  
b i l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  t h e  Deaprtment  t h e  r u l e  making a u t h o r i t y .  I t  
p r o v i d e s  a  maximum f i n e  o f  $ 5 0 0  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  a c t .  Enforce -  
ment of t h i s  a c t  s h a l l  b e  done by an  a g e n t  o f  t h e  Department  o r  any  
peace  o f f i c e r  . 
He c o n c l u d e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was k i n d  o f  a t r e s p a s s i n g  a c t .  

PROPONENTS : 

MONS TEIGEN, Montana S tockgrowers  and Montana Woolgrowers A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  have a n  a e r i a l  h u n t i n g  a c t  t h i s  o n e  
w i l l  have  t o  do .  

STANLEY V.  PECK,  A e r i a l  Hunter  from Cascade ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
t h e y  have  no c o n t r o l  o v e r  who was o r  i s a e r i a l h u n t i n g .  "I f e e l  t h i s  
i s  a weak b i l l  b u t  w e  need something and it i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  n o t h i n g .  
W e  have  f a r m e r s  t h a t  a r e  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  s h o o t  a e r i a l  h u n t e r s . "  



Minutes  
March 8 ,  1 9 7 9  
Page 3 

AL.ICE FRYSLIE, Montana C a t t l e m e n ' s  ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  
i n  E a s t e r n  Montana a r e  r e a l l y  hav ing  problems w i t h  a e r i a l  h u n t e r s  and 
i f  something i s  n o t  done  t h e r e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  r a n g e  w a r s  d e v e l o p i n g .  

I 
LES GFGIHAM, Department  o f  L ive i - -ock ,  s u b m i t t e d  amendments t o  t h e  b i l l .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  amendrrenc- f i t  t h e  L e t t e r  of I n t e n t  p a s s e d  by 

I 
t h e  S e n a t e .  I t  s t i f f e n s  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  and makes t h e  a c t  e n f o r c e a b l e .  
"We f e e l  it i s  t o t a l l y  u n e n f o r c e a b l e  a s  w r i t t e n .  O u t - o f - s t a t e  
p i l o t s  w i l l  f l o o d  Montana. Mixups w i l l  be blamed on t h e  Montana p e o p l e  
and t h e  s l a p  on t h e  hand p e n a l t i e s  w o n ' t  be wor th  t h e  t i m e  t o  even  

I 
l o o k  i n t o  t h e  v i o l a t i o n . "  ( p r e p a r e d  t e s t i m o n e y  and amendments a t tached11 

I 

Chairman S t a i g m i l l e r  s u b m i t t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  form p e o p l e  i n  t h e  G r s s s  
Range a r e a ,  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  a e r i a l  h u n t i n g .  ( p e t i t i o n  at tached11 

OPPONENTS: 
I 

HANK FISCHER, Defenders  o f  W i l d l i  
was d e c l a r e d  u n c o n s i t i t u t i o n a l  wa 
f e d e r a l  b i l i  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  shou 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  f u l l y  s u p p o r t s  l i c e n  
i n q .  However, w e  c a n  n o t  s u p p o r t  
commit tee  t o  t a k e  a c a r e f u l  l o o k  
weakenes.  We would b e  w i l l i n g  t o  

f e ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  a c t  that 
s s e t  up t o  p r o t e c t  w i l d l i f e .  The 
I d  n o t  b e  a e r i a l  h u n t i n g .  Our 
s i n g  and r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  a e r i a l  hun 

t h e  b i l l  a s  w r i t t e n .  " W e  u r g e  t h e  
a t  t h e  b i l l  and t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t ' s  

h e l p . "  
-1 

Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a sked  by t h e  committee and t h e  h e a r i n g  on SB 4 9 7  was 
c l o s e d .  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: I 
SENATE BILL NO. 504 I 
~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Keedy moved, TO AMEND, s t r i k i n g ,  " f u r - b e a r i n g , "  
o u t  t h e  b i l l .  The mot ion  f a i l e d  8 t o  7 .  Favored:  D a i l y ,  E l l i s o n ,  
J e n s e n ,  J o h n s t o n ,  Keedy, Marks, Ken Robbins 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l l i s o n  moved, EE CONCURRED I N .  

~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Marks made a  s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion ,  TO AMEND, a s  f o l l o w s :  
I 

1. T i t l e ,  l i n e s  5 and 6 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  "UNATTENDED" 
S t r i k e :  "AND TO WASTE FUR-BEARING ANIMALS" 

I 
2 .  Page 1, l i n e  1. 
Fo l lowing :  " S e c t i o n  1." 

I 
S t r i k e :  "Wast ing  o f  f u z - b e a r i n g  a n i m a l s "  
I n s e r t :  " F a i l u r e  t o  a t ~ e n d  t r a p s  -- p e n a l t y "  

3 .  Page 1, l i n e  1 0  and 11. 
Fol lowing :  " t o "  

a t t e n d s "  

i 
S t r i k e :  " p i c k  up t r a p s  o r  s n a r e s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  t r a p p i n g  s e a s o n  o r  
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Insert: "attend" 

4. Page 1, line 11. 
Following: "snares" 
Strike: "so that" 

5. Page 1, line 12. 
Following: "ef" 
Strike: "fur-bearing animals are wasted" 

The motion was carried 9 to 6. Opposed: Jensen, Metcalf, Ken Robbins, 
Thoft, Manuel, Staigniller 

The motion to BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED was carried 14 to 1. Opposed: 
Staigmiller 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 21 

Representative Daily moved, TO AMEND, as follows: 

1. Title, line 6. 
Strike: "AND LIMITING THE AUTHORITY OF COURTS RELATING TO IMPOUNDYBNT 
OF VEHICLES" 

2. Title, line 8. 
Strike: "SFCTIONS~ 
Insert: "SECTION" 
Strike: "AND 61-12-601'' 

3. Page 1, lines 23 and 24. 
Strike: "OR VIOLATIONS OF 61-8-401" 

4. Page 2, lines 1 through 5. 
Strike: lines 1 through 5 in their entirety 

5. Page 2, line 6. 
Strike: Section 2 in its entirety 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Representative Daily moved, BE CONCURRED IN AS ANENDED. The motion 
was carried unanimously. 

SENATE BILL NO. 497 

~epresentative Thoft moved, BE CONCURRED IN. 

Representative Marks made a substitute motion, TO AMEND, as follows: 

1. Page 4, line 14. 
Following: I' [THIS ACT] " 
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Insert: "who is permitted to engage in aerial hunting pursuant to 
[this act] ." 

4 
2. Page 5. 
Following: line 8 
Insert: " ( 3 )  Any person who is not permitted to engage in aerial 
hunting pursuant to [this act] who violates any provisions of [this 
act] is quilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction is punishable 
by a fine of not less than S500 nor more than $1,000. A subsequent 
conviction under this subsection is punishable by a fine of not less 
than $LO00 or more than $1,500. 

(4) The justice court has jurisdiction over violations of [this 
act] ." 

3. Page 6, line 13. 
Following: "38" 
Strike: "9" - 
Insert: "7" 

Renumber: subsequent subsections 

The sponsor of the bill was present at this time and was asked how he 
felt about amending the bill. Senator Van Valkenburg stated that he 
would encourage the amendments. This bill was amended so bad in the 
Senate that my intent was changed. 

The amendments were carried unanimously. 

Representative Keedy moved, TO AMEND, as follows: 

1. Page 3, line 12. 
Following : "a-year" 
Insert: "a year" 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

~epresentative Marks moved, TO ACCEPT THE STATEMENT OF INTENT. The 
motion was carried unanimously. 

The motion to, BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED, was carried unanimously. 

The following Representatives will carry the Senate Bills on the House 
floor. 

SJR 21 - Jensen 
SB 504 - Marks 
SB 456 - Daily 
SB 497 - Ellison 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m. 

pi< 
ohn B ,  Staigmil er, Chairman 




