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HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE PRCCEEDING

o

.

A Human Service. Zommittee m:=ting wzs heilc March 7. 1979 in room £108
of the Capitocl. The mecting wvas .zlled to crder by Chairman Holmes at

12:30 =2u:d all :iobers were p.oosen. .

SENATE BILL #377 -—- SPONSOR: Senator Bob Palmer, District 48, intro-
duced his bill which would require that the manufacturer of a drug pro-
duct be listed on the label. This reguirement would be for the con-
sumer as well as the pharmacist. There has been nc oppcsition to such
requirement from either the manufacturers or the pharmacists of the
tate and he requested that the committee give it a favorable recom-
rendation. PROPONENTS: Mr. Frank Davis, Montana Pharmaceutical Assn. .
ated that he was in favor of this bill and so were all of his collea-
rrcﬂtly a pharmacist has no information to baoe his decision on as
the reputation of the company he is purchasing his drugs from, only
worc ¢f the wholesaler. He requested that the committee give f£h=
a do pass recommendation. Mr. Patrick Nix, pharmacist from

uim Drug in Helena, presented three bottles as examples ¢f the

ect and incorrect labeling should this piece of legislation pass.
tpd that he was very much in faver of this ill and hoped that
mmittee would give it a do pass recommendation. Senator Palmer
3ing stated that he felt such legisiation was long overdue and
needed in the state.
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L #9397 -- SPONSOR: Senator Matt Hims™, DI
bill ~hich would allow the manufacture, =
ng of Laetrile by licensed physicians. Y a

st in such legislation was due to the fact tha 1ast year he
ned that he had a malignant tumor in his . and consequent
¢ have his steomach removed. He went on further to state that it
‘reedom bill because it frees patients from conventional forms
treatment; frees physiolans who wish to prescribe Laetrile tno
itnout intaerference from nedical health facilities; and frees t
ician frco: any disciplinary action for prescribing or administer—
Laetrile as an adjunct to traditional treatment for malignancy.
stated that he was not going to argue the Lests for the use of Laetri
hecause there was a lack of :linical evidence. But, there have been
remarhkable suress stories with the use of Laetrilp arcomfanied by
Vitamin A and enzymes which has brought about regression of tumors
Currently, the Cancer Society warns that once out Of every four pn“"ons
can expect to be a cancer victim. Senator Himsl stated that perhaps '
introduction of Laetrile into Montana will give another option to a
cancer victim's somewhat grim picture, as well as give them treatment
without having to go to other states or evzn other countries. He statj'
that since his introduction of SB 97 he has received hundreds of lettel®
from concerned citizens throughout the state cheering him on in his en-—
deavor. He also presented a petition which was circulated unbeknovnst
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to him until receipt with over 2,000 signatures on it requesting they
be given a choice in cancer treatment. He reguested that the comnity
give 8B 87 a do pass rec0f“ﬂrvutlon for those less fortuneate who we
suffering from cancer. PROIPONENT Dr. Harold W. Manner, Chairman
the Biology Depariment of Loyola Um iversity in Chicaco, IL, dl‘C

ails own research with Laetrile. He L oon £ 2T O stnbe Thae
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experimented w1th laboratory mice,
a human would be subjected to,
thaﬂ when he had started.
that all of
injected with cancer cells to Laetrile
various enzymes; his Manner Plan, and within four days a white pim-
eappeared at the point of the tumor.
which oozed out white pus, which was diagno
gislation

nted
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and were all remarkably cured.
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Two days later the pimple broke
sed dead cancer cells.
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1. Several people
in Laetrile]
Laetrile contains many contaminants
Introduction of
many patients from receiving conventional help which could save

3.
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dying of
would be

choose to use

He requested that the committee give the bill

free hospitals from the liabilities
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stated that he was
scientific proof that Laetr
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large number of cancer victims,
treatment
state
ease.
political than medical he felt,
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Hospital Association,
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that he has
Lo undercq
but because they chose
they are currently dyving
that aobri]p and its use, which is
will disappear just as many other wonder
major concerns w1tn the Laetrile issue were as
have died from cvanide (an active inare-
as a result of Laetrile treatment;
which are harmful to the human
this so called "wonder cure" could deter
them.
of two of his patients who choose to go to Mexico to
treatment, who would have been otherwise salvagable
cancer. He felt that introduction of Laetrile into
openly malpractice by Legislators as well as physicians
this substance. Mr. Vern Sloan, Department of Health

a spoof than
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and Environmental Sciences, Bureau on Food and Consumer Safety, reguested

that the

committee

give the bill a do not pass recommendation. Mr.

Fred L. Lofsvold, Denver Regional Food and Drug Director of the P.D.A.,

sta*ed that he was not in favor of this bill because it would intro-
duce into Montana a drug which has not been thoroughly tested. The
Congressionally enacted Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act rpqulras that
before approval, drugs must be proven both safe and effective for their
approved incdications. Substantial evidence must exist to demonstrate
this. The F. D. A. has not found Laetrile to be a safe and effﬁx-“
cancer treatment. Increasingly, doctors dealing with cancer

are finding that vatients are coming to proven, effoctive

lace, having delayved while trying Lacurile. Another croup
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that even if tnhis substance
Montana, many of it's components
from other states; which is in violation with the interstate commerce
laws. He requested that the committee
racommendation. Mr. Frank Davis,
stated that he was neither in favor of Laetrile nor against
wae worried, though, at how we wers trying to circumvent federal law.

He requested that the committee wait until the National Cancer Institut%
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The following action w

Rep. Geseck moved that the committee do concur with the Senate's fav-
orample recommendation on

Rep. O'Connell moved that
favoranle reconmmendation on SB 377.

that although cancer researchers
they are making f:.-orable progress in cancer cures, 1,300 peopl
of cancer in Montuzna last
was s0 good for iihe country, why Q
of manyv products on the market t
read a letter from a concerned c1tizen whose son was not suppo
ve longer than a few months,
ven years, and was getting stronger all the time. He reguested
ecommendation to give all cance:
uestions were asked and answers were gi

e d
also stated that since the F.
they continue allowing the sea

were recognized as causcs
but beca

nd
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le more hope.
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the committee do concur with the Senate's
This mcetion carried unanimously.

She agreed to carry the bill on the House flcor.

Rep. Keyser moved that the amendments presented by Mr. Smith do
3 vote. Rep. Stobie moved that
carried with a vote of 15 to 4.

This motion carried with
as amended SB 97 do pass.

This motion

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 by Chairman Holmes.
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