
HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

March 6 ,  1979 

The m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman S t a i g m i l l e r  a t  12:30 p.m. 
w i t h  a l l  members p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Conroy and Marks. 

SENATE BILL NO. 501 

SENATOR MARK ETCHART, Chie f  Sponsor ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would 
p r o v i d e  p e n a l t i e s  and make it un lawfu l  t o  damage l i v e s t o c k  w i t h  t r a p s  
o r  s n a r e s .  The main r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  
from t h o s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  s n a r i n g  c o y o t e s .  They l e a v e  t h e  s n a r e s  
u n a t t e n d e d  and l i v e s t o c k  i s  g e t t i n g  c a u g h t  i n  them. These  s n a r e s  
o n l y  c o s t  a b o u t  30 c e n t s  a p e a c e  t o  make, s o  o f t e n  t h e y  a r e  set  a n d  n o t  
checked o n  o r  l e f t  c o m p l e t e l y .  They a r e  c a t c h i n g  c a t t l e  and h o r s e s  
i n  them. H e  showed t h e  corrimittee a p i c t u r e  o f  a s n a r e  t r a p  and what  
happens  when a cow i s  c a u g h t  i n  one.  

PROPONENTS : 

WAYNE PUTZ, Glasgow Montana, r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  showed 
t h e  commit tee  p i c t u r e s  o f  c a t t l e ' s  l e g s  a f t e r  t h e y  had been c a u g h t  
i n  a s n a r e .  The problem i s  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  t r a p s  
i n  t h e  f i e l d s  and n o t  p i c k i n g  them up. The r e s u l t s  b e i n g  a l o s s  o f  
a n  800 pound cow. 

H e  conc luded  s t a t i n g  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e  s n a r e  i s  so c h e a p  t o  make t h e y  
a r e  n o t  p r o p e r l y  checked.  

ERWIN KENT, Department  o f  F i s h  and Game, r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  
on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Depar tment .  

Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  by t h e  committee and t h e  h e a r i n g  on SB 501 w a s  
c l o s e d .  

SENATE BILL N O .  2 2 7  

SENATOR ED SMITH, Chief  Sponsor ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  the r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  b i l l  was t h e  amount o f  l a n d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  have  been p u r c h a s i n g .  H e  s u b m i t t e d  
a n  a r t i c l e  where t h e  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  was a b i d d e r  on a  farm i n  
S h e r i d a n  County. ( a r t i c l e  a t t a c h e d )  S i n c e  tb.e i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  
b i l l  t h e  b i d  h a s  been wi thdrawn-  The problem i s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  buy ing  
good. a g r i c u l t u r a l  farm l a n d s  when a l l  t h e y  need is  t h e  ponds and  marsh 
a r e a s  on t h o s e  farms.  T h e r e  h a s  been 8000 a c r e s  of l a n d  a c q u i r e d  i n  
S h e r i d a n  County ,  two comple te  f a rms  and t h e y  a r e  l e a s i n g  500C a c r e s .  H e  
p roposed  a n  amendment t o  t h e  b i l l  a s  f o l l o w s :  

1. T i t l e ,  l i n e  9 .  
Fo l lowing :  "ACQUISITIONS" 
I n s e r t :  "IN FEE" 

2 .  Page 1, l i n e  15 .  
Fo l lowing :  " f o r "  
S t r i k e :  " a p p r o v a l "  
I n s e r t :  " r e v i e w "  
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3. Page 1, l i n e  17.  
Fol lowing:  " a c q u i s i t i o n s "  

I 
I n s e r t :  " i n  f e e "  

The r ea sons  f o r  t h e  amendments was t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  was 

I 
t o  s t o p  t h e  s e l l i n g  o f  farms n o t  l e a s i n g ,  t h i s  amendment w i l l  s p e c i f y  
t h a t .  I 
"I have t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  County Commissioners and o t h e r  farm o rgan i -  
z a t i o n s .  " I 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  money f o r  l and  a c q u i s i t i o n  comes from t h e  f e d e r a l  duck 
stamps.  These stamps w e r e  $5 each ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  two months t h e y  have I been r a i s e d  t o  $7.50 each.  When they  have t h i s  k ind  o f  money it 
makes it hard  f o r  t h e  farmer  t o  b i d  a g a i n s t  them. T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  a p u b l i c  hea r ing  on t h e s e  l ands  be fo re  sale. Thi s  way t h e  
farmer  i s  aware of  t h e  s a l e  and has an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b i d  on t h e  ground.  
Our hopes are t h a t  it can be worked o u t  s o  t h e  fa rmer  can buy t h e  ag- 
r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  and t h e  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  buy t h e  ponds and marsh a r e a s . '  

S t a f f  A t to rney ,  Jim Lear ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  needed a  c o d i f i c a t i o n  
I 

s e c t i o n  added. 

Ques t ions  w e r e  asked by t h e  committee and t h e  h e a r i n g  on SB 227 was- 
c l o s e d .  I 

SENATE BILL NO. 342 1 
SENATOR ED SMITH, Chief Sponsor,  in t roduced  t h e  b i l l .  H e  exp la ined  
t h a t  t h e  problem w i t h  t h e  n o n r e s i d e n t  h u n t e r s  coming i n t o  Montana 

1 
l 

and t r a p p i n g  p r e d i t o r y  an imals  t h a t  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e i r  prime. Most 
of them do t h e i r  t r a p p i n g  a t  n i g h t .  If t h e y  a r e  caugh t  t h e  most t hey  
can be f i n e d ,  under p r e s e n t  law, i s  $25 .  They a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  
buy a  l i c e n s e .  Under S B  3 4 2  t h e y  w i l l  have t o  pu rchase  a l i c e n s e  f o r  

I 
$ 2 5 0  and w i l l  n o t  be  p e r m i t t e d  t o  t r a p  be fo re  October  15. "I f e e l  t h a t  
i f  t h e y  a r e  go ing  t o  come i n t o  o u r  s t a t e  t h e y  shou ld  have t o  c o n t r i b u t e .  

PROPONENTS : 
I 

ED T Y A N I C H ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  h i m s e l f ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  h a s  become a I 

severeproblem i n  Montana. Some s t a t e s  do n o t  a l l o w  o u t  of  s t a t e  
t r a p e r s  a t  a l l  i n t o  t h e i r  s t a t e s .  Some of  t h e s e  s t a t e s  a r e  Arkansas ,  ( 

Minnesota,  M i s s o u r i ,  Oregon, West V i r g i n a ,  North and South Dakota, and , 
Wisconsin. They f e l t  t h a t  i f  t hey  were n c t  a l lowed t o  hunt  i n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  t h e s e  p e o p l e s h o u l d n o t  be al lowed t o  hunt  i n  o u r  s t a t e  and t a k e  
ou r  f u r s .  Under t h i s  b i l l ,  i f  a s t a t e  does  n o t  s e l l  l i c e n s e s  t o  1 
n o n r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  be al lowed t o  purchase  a n o n r e s i d e n t  
l i c e n s e  i n  Montana. Our problem i s  t h e  n o n r e s i d e n t s  are t r e s p a s s i n g  
and t a k i n g  fox  and coyo te s  b e f o r e  t hey  a r e  i n  t h e i r  prime. One 
r anche r  s a i d  t h a t  60 t o  100 fox  had been taken  from h i s  ranch  

a 
1 

s t a r t i n g  i n  September,  w i thou t  permiss ion .  
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WARD WITTE, R e s i d e n t  T r a p p e r ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  have  n o t  g a i n e d  a n y t h i n g  
from l e t t i n g  t h e s e  n o n r e s i d e n t s  t r a p  b u t  bad t r a p p e r / r a n c h e r  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s .  

FLETCHER NEWBY, Department  o f  F i s h  and Game, r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
b i l l  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Department .  

Q u e s t i o n s  were a s k e d  by t h e  c o n n i t t e e .  

SENATOR SMITH c l o s e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p e l t s  t h a t  are 
t a k e n  i n  t h e  early s e a s o n  are n o t  wor th  h a l f  a s  much a s  t h e y  a r e  l a t e r  
when t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e i r  pr ime.  W e  hope t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  t a k i n g  o f  t h e s e  
p e l t s  by t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  bill. "I u r g e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  s u p p o r t . "  

EXECU.TIVE SESSION: 

SENATE BILL NO. 227 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Keedy moved, TO AMEND, by r e i n s t a t i n g  s e c t i o n  3 ,  p a g e  
3 ,  l i n e s  1 t h r o u g h  5. The mot ion  was c a r r i e d  unanimously .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Keedy moved, TO AMEND, a s  f o l l o w s :  

1. T i t l e ,  l i n e  9 .  
Fo l lowing :  "ACQUISITIONS" 
I n s e r t :  "IN FEE" 

2 .  Page 1, l i n e  1 5 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " f o r "  
S t r i k e :  " a p p r o v a l "  
I n s e r t :  " r e v i e w "  

3. Page I, l i n e  17 .  
Fo l lowing :  " a c q u i s i t i o n s "  
I n s e r t :  " i n  f e e "  

The mot ion  was c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T h o f t  moved, BE CONCURRED I N  AS  AMENgED. The mot ion  
was c a r r i e d  unanimously .  

~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Keedy w i l l  c a r r y  SB 2 2 7 ,  on t h e  House f l o o r .  

SENATE BILL NO. 3 4 2  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a i l y  moved, TO AMEND, chang ing  t h e  l i c e n s e  f e e  f o r m  
$ 2 5 0  t o  $ 5 0 0 .  The motion f a i l e d .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K i r s c h  moved, TO IVIIDND, by adding a c o d i f i c a t i o n  s e c t i o n .  
The mot ion  was c a r r i e d  unanimously .  
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Representative Metcalf moved, BE CONCURRED IN AS ArElJiIED. The motion 
was carried unanimously. 

SENATE BILL NO. 501 

Representative Johnson moved, NOT BE CONCURRED I N .  The motion was 
carried 11 to 4. Opposed: Jensen, Ellis, Ellison, Curtiss 

SENATE BILL NO.  134 

Representative Thoft commented that he felt that at our iast meeting 
we took a good bill and made a mess out of it. 'I requestec? Chairman 
Staigmiller to hold the bill until this meeting so we could reconsider 
our actions." 

Representative Jensen moved, TO RECONSIDER ACTION. The motion was 
carried unanimously. 

Representative Ellison moved, BE NOT Clh'Ci'RRED IN. The motion failed 
7 to 7. Opposed: Curtiss, Daily, Keedy, Metcalf, Robbins, Schultz, 
Thof t 

Re~resentative Metcalf moved, TO PUT THE BILL BACK TO ITS ORIGINAL 
F O R 4  WITH THE FOLLOWING ANENDPlENTS : 

1. Page 1, line 15. 
Following : "purchase" 
Insert: "a" 
Following: "deer" 
Strike : "an?" 
Insert: "or" 

2. Page 1, line 16. 
Following: line 15 
Strike: "licenses" 
Insert: "license" 

3. Page I, line 17. 
Following: "such" 
Strike: "iicenses" 
Insert: "license" 

The motion was carried with Representatives Staigmiller and Ellis 
opposed. 

Representative Metcalf moved, BE CONCURRED IN AS .XqENDED. The motion 
was carriez 9 to 5. Opposed: Hirsch, Johnson, Ellis, Manuel, Jensen 

The following Representatives will carry these Senate Bills on Second ( 
Reading on the House floor: 
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Representative Ken Robbins - SB 134 
Representative Schultz - SB 342 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m. 

Judy J. Mook, Secretary 




