
S t a t e  of Montana 
4 6 t h  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n  

EDUCATION COMMI TTEE 

Minu tes  o f  Meeting 

A m e e t i n g  o f  t he  Educa t ion  Committee o f  t h e  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  12:30 p.m. i n  Room 5 
o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  Annex on March 5 ,  1979 by Chairman 
Peter J. G i l l i g a n .  

The r o l l  w a s  t a k e n  and shows a l l  commit tee  membecs p r e s e n t .  

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  mee t ing  w a s  t o  h e a r  S e n a t e  B i l l s  3 2 ,  5 9 ,  
189 ,  194 a n d  4 4 1 .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  S e n a t o r  ~ e n s i n k ,  sponsor  of  
S e n a t e  B i l l  1 9 4  ( an  a c t  t o  amend s e c t i o n  20-24-312, MCA r e l a t i n g  
t o  t r a f f i c  f i n e s  on  u n i v e r s i t y  sys tem campuses,  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  t o  se t  f i n e s  o f  no more t h a n  $ 1 0  based  on a p u b l i s h e d  
s c h e d u l e  and t o  remove t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o n  u s e  o f  p a r k i n g  metersj , 
t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s  b i l l  t o  t h e  committee.  S e n a t o r  Lensink t o l d  
t h e  commi t t ee  t h i s  b i l l  would a u t h o r i z e  t h e  r e g e n t s  t o  a u t h o r i z e  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  r a i s e  t r a f f i c  and p a r k i n g  f i n e s  from one d o l l a r  
t o  t e n  d o l l a r s  a n d  remove r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  u n i v e r i s t y  p a r k i n g  
meters. S e n a t o r  Anderson b r e i f l y  spoke i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  194.  

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  194 w e r e :  

F red  Thomas, U n i v e r s i t y  P l a n n i n g  and B u i l d i n g  Committee, 
Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Bozeman, Montana- M r .  Thomas. t o l d  
t h e  commi t t ee  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  problem and e x p l a i n e d  t h e  
need f o r  t h i s  b i l l .  (See  E x h i b i t  1) 

Rick Boylan ,  A s s o c i a t e d  S t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r i s t y  o f  Montana, 
M i s s o u l a ,  M t .  - M r .  Boylan r e i t e r a t e d  p o i n t s  made by M r .  Thomas 
and  u r g e d  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

A . A .  Van T e y l i n g e n ,  816 N .  17th,Bozeman, M t .  - M r .  Van Tey l ingen  
s t a t e d ,  " . . . w i t h o u t  a  r e a s o n a b l e  f i n e ,  no t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  sys tem 
no m a t t e r  how w e l l  p l anned  w i l l  f u n c , t i o n  w e l l .  (See E x h i b i t  2 )  

There  w e r e  no opponen t s  o f  SB 194 p r e s e n t .  The committee w a s  
a l l o w e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  arid t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

S e n a t o r  Eob Brown was a s k e d  by Chairman G i l l i g a n  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
t h e  commi t t ee  S e n a t e  B i l l  59 (an  a c t  t o  amend s e c t i o n  20-4-110, 
MCA, r e l a t i n g  t o  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  r e v o c a t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
by t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c   ducati ion). S e n a t o r  Brown b r e i f l y  
o u t l i n e d  t h e  major  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  and  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  
commit tee  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  b i l l .  
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P r o p o n e n t s  o f  SB 59 were:  

H a r r i e t  C.  Meloy, Cha i rpe r son ,  Board o f  P u b l i c  Educat ion ,  
33 S.  Main, Helena,  M t .  - M s .  Meloy e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  commit tee  
t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  Educa t ion  r e q u e s t e d  amendment o f  S e c t i o n  20-4-110 
MCA, d e a l i n g  w i t h  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  r e v o c a t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
s i n c e , " t h i s  s t a t u t e  can  have a  t remendous e f f e c t  on t h e  l i v e s  o f  
s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and  t h e  Board f e e l s  t h e  
c u r r e n t  law i s  i n a d e q u a t e  i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s . "  (For  comple te  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  See  E x h i b i t  3 )  

John V o o r h i s ,  Manager, Teacher  Educa t ion  and C e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  
O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  Voorhis  s t a t e d ,  
"Our major  c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  p e o p l e  from o t h e r  s t a t e s  who have  had 
t h e i r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  suspended o r  revoked and a r e  s e r v i n g  t h a t  
s u s p e n s i o n  n o t  be g i v e n  a  Montana t e a c h i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e  n o r  b e  
a l l o w e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  o u r  s t a t e  d u r i n g  the 
c o u r s e  o f  t h a t  s u s p e n s i o n . "  ( F o r  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t imony ,  
See  E x h i b i t  4 )  

Leonard S a r g e n t ,  Montana -School Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  5 0 i  N. S a n d e r s ,  
Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  S a r g e n t  spoke b r e i f l y  i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  b i l l .  

Dave S e x t o n ,  Montana Educa t ion  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1232 E .  S i x t h  Ave. , 
Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  Sex ton  t o l d  t h e  commit tee ,  "MEA s u p p o r t s  
t h i s  b i l l  b e c a u s e  i t  modernizes  s u s p e n s i o n / r e v o c a t i o n  s t a t u t e s  
by c l a r i f y i n g  grounds  and due  p r o c e s s . "  ( F o r  complete w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  S e e  E x h i b i t  5 j  

There w e r e  no opponents  t o  S e n a t e  B i l l  59 p r e s e n t .  

The commit tee  was a l lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  
h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

S e n a t o r  Mathers  w a s  a s k e d  t o  e x p l a i n  S e n a t e  Bill 32  ( an  a c t  f o r  
t h e  g e n e r a l  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  l aws  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  governance  o f  
community c o l l e g e  d i s t r i c t s  s o  Chapter  1 5 ,  T i t l e  2 0 ,  MCA, w i l l  
b e  t h e  p r i m a r y  law govern ing  community c o l l e g e s ) .  

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  32 w e r e :  

B i l l  Lannon, Commissioner o f  Higher  E d u c a t i o n ' s  O f f i c e ,  33 S. Main, 
Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  Lannon t o i d  t h e  commit tee  t h i s  b i l l  would 
b r i n g  a l l  t h e  community c o l l e g e  laws t o  one  p o i n t  i n  t h e  Montana 
Codes. H e  spoke  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  however, he s t a t e d  h e  
was s u r e  some o f  t h e  s t a t u t e s  would have t o  be  amended i n  t h e  
f u t u r e .  (See  E x h i b i t  6 )  

There  were no opponen t s  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  32  p r e s e n t .  The commit tee  
was a l l o w e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  S e n a t o r  S t e p h e n s  t o  e x p i a i n  S e n a t e  
B i l l  189 ( a n  a c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  P u b l i c  
I n s t r u c t i o n  t o  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o r  p r i v a t e  
non-prof it a g e n c i e s  f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  a u d i o i o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  
t o  s c h o o l  a g e  c h i l d r e n ) .  S e n a t o r  S t e p h e n s  t o l d  t h e  committee 
t h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  p r e s e n t l y  o f f e r e d  t o  170,000 c h i l d r e n  i n  Montana 
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a t  a  c o s t  of  $3.81 p e r  c h i l d  se rved .  

Proponents  of  Sena te  B i l l  189 were: 

S h i r l e y  M i l l e r ,  D i r e c t o r ,  S p e c i a l  Educat ion Program, O f f i c e  o f  
P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena, M t .  - M s .  Miller s t a t e d ,  "OPI does  
u rge  s u p p o r t  f o r  passage o f  t h i s  b i l l .  (See Exh ib i t  7 )  

Richard Boehmler, 500 Eddy Ave, Missoula ,  M t .  ( P r e s i d e n t ,  Montana 
Speech and Hearing Assoc i a t i on )  - D r .  Boehmler s t a t e d  i n  j u s t i f i c -  , 

a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  b i l i ,  "Providing s e r v i c e s  t o  preschool  h e a r i n g  impaired 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  c h i l d ' s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  
p e r s o n a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and v o c a t i o n a l  acheivement wi th  reduced c o s t  o f  
s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s . "  (For complete  w r i t t e n  tes t imony,  
See E x h i b i t  8 )  

There w e r e  no opponents t o  Sena te  B i l l  189 p r e s e n t .  The 
committee was a l lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  hea r ing  
was c l o s e d .  

Sena to r  Lensink w a s  r eques t ed  , by  Chairman G i l l i y a n  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
t h e  committee Sena te  B i l l  4 4 1  (an  a c t  t o  r e v i s e ' t h e  law rega rd ing  
c o n f l i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  of  school  board t r u s t e e s ) .  

Proponents  o f  Senate  B i l l  4 4 1  w e r e :  

Chad Smith ,  Montana School Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  501 N. Sanders ,  
Helena,  M t .  - M r .  Smith spoke i n  suppor t  of  t h e  b i l l ,  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  major  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  committee. H e  a l s o  submitted t h e  
amendments t o  t h e  b i l l  a t t a c h e d  a s  ~ x h i b i t  9. 

There w e r e  no opponents o f  Sena te  B i l l  4 4 1  p r e s e n t .  The committee 
was a l lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  near ing was 
c l o s e d .  

The committee went i n t o  Execut ive  Ses s ion .  Represen ta t ive  Uhde 
moved t h a t  Sena te  b i l l  189 be amended, t o  e l i m i n a t e  Regional 
S e r v i c e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  from t h e  b i l l .  The motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously. ~ e p r e s e n t a  t i v e  Magone moved t h a t  SENATE B I L L  189,  
AS A%NDED, BE 03NCURRED I N .  The mt ion  carried unankusly .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lund moved HOUSE BILL' 194 BE CONCURRED I N .  The motion 
c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Oberg moved Sena te  B i l l  59 B e  Concurred In .  There 
was d i s c u s s i o n  among t h e  committee members. Represen ta t ive  Lund 
made a  s u b s t i t u t e  motion t h a t  Senate  B i l l  59 be passed f o r  t h e  
day. The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory moved t h a t  Sena te  B i l l  4 4 1  be amended. The 
motion c a r r i e d  wi th  Represen ta t ives  Uhde, Oberg and I a r y  v o t i n g  
no. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory moved t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 4 1  be passed f o r  
t h e  day.  The motion c a r r i e d  unanimousiy. 
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The meet ing  ad journed  a t  2 : 2 0  p.m. 

, Chairman 

MJW 




