
HOUSE AGRICULTURE , LIVESTOCK AM9 IRRIGATIBW COF7:iITTZE 

March 5, 1979 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Day at 12:35 p.m. with 
all nembers present except Representatives Brand and Ellerd. 

~epresentative Dassinger assumed the Chair. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 22 -- 

SENATOR GREG JERGESON, Chief Sponsor, introduced the resolution. 
This resolution calls upon the Governor and Wontana's Congressional 
Delegation to seek funding for research aimed at the eradication of 
Wild Oats. 

PROPONENTS : 

Z k C K  STEVENS, Montana Farm Bureau, rose in support of the resolution. 
He stated that Dr. Stroble, Montana State University, has been doing 
some research on developing an eradicator for Wild Oats. He began 
his research with Sugarcane and found a toxant for it. This resolution 
would seek funding to further his research. 

There are 3 million acres of Wild Oats in Montana, which would be 
about $22,000 annually that is being taken out of production. 

Vice-Chairman Vicki Johnson assumed the Chair. 

REPRESENTATIVE THOYiIS CONROY rose in support of the resolution. He 
stated that Wild Oats are a serious problem in Montana and urged the 
committee to look favorable at this resolution. 

SENATOR JERGESON closed requesting Representative Conroy to carry 
the bill on the House floor. 

SENATE GOINT RESOLUTION NO. 26 

SENATOR ELMER SEVERSON, Chief Sponsor, introduced the resolution. This 
resolution is requesting Congress to adopt legislation to do three 
things. They are as follows: 1) require all imported meats to be 
clearly and conspicuously labeled in large letters, 2 )  requiring the 
inspection of foreign meats, and 3) creatins countercyclical quotas 
and prior notification of future import levels at a reasonable time in 

' advance of such importation. 

PROPONENTS: 

M Q N S  T E I G Z X ,  Montana Stockgrowers and Montana Woolgrowers Associations, 
rose in support of this resolution. 

Q u e s t i o n s  were asked by the committee and the hearing on SJR 26 was 
21gsed. 

C h a i r x 3 n  Day r e c u n e d  t h c  Chair. 
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COMNITTEE BILL  

REPRESENTATIVE DENNIS NATHE r e q u e s t e d  t h e  commit tee  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a 
commit tee  b i l l  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  problem o f  nox ious  woeds i n  Montana, 
e s p e c i a l l y  Leafy  Spurge .  L a s t  f a l l  i n  S t a n Z f o r d ,  Hantana  t h e r e  was 
a  l o t  o f  c o n c e r n ,  a f t e r  t h e  f e z e r a 1  government knocked o u t  some o f  
t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  n o x i c u ~  ~ ~ e e d  c o n t r o l .  T-iey would l i k e  t o  have  a  
r e s o l u t i o n  a d o p t e d  t o  p u t  Montana on r e c c r d  a s  b e i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a  
c o o r d i n a t e d  approach  by s t a t e ,  f e d e r a l ,  and p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  
c o n t r o l  a n d  e r a d i c a t e  n o x i o u s  weeds and i d e n t i f y  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  money 
a v a i l a b l e .  L e a f y  Spurge  i s  a  h a r d  weed t o  g e t  c o n t r o l  o f .  H e  t o l d  
o f  a n  i n s t a n c e  i n  1975 o f  a r a n c h e r  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  weed. 
I t  c o s t  him a b o u t  $100 a n  a c r e a  a n d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  s e l l i n g  p r i c e  
was $80 p e r  a c r e .  W e  have  n o t  found a  good c o n t r a 1  f o r  t h e  weed and 
t h e r e  a r e  n o t  v e r y  many a n i m a l s  t h a t  w i l l  e a t  it. 

Q u e s t i o n s  were  a s k e d  by t h e  commi t t ee .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Johnson moved, TO INTRODUCE A COYP4ITTEE BILL, a s  
r e q u e s t e d .  The n o t i o n  w a s  c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

Vice-Chairman V i c k i  Johnson  resumed t h e  C h a i r .  

SENATE B I L L  NO. 4 6 5  - 

SENATOR GREG JERGESON, C h i e f  S p o n s o r ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  had been 
i n t r o 2 u c e d  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  importat ioi- i  o f  d i s e a s e d  a l f a l f a  b e e s  i n t o  
Montana. S i n c e  t h e n  t h o s e  concernkd  have been workinq w e l l  w i t h  the 
Depar tment  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e r e  i s  no need f o r  t h i s  b i l l ,  s o  h e  
r e q u e s t e d  t h e  commit tee  k i l l  t h e  b i l l .  

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1 0  

SENATOR ED SMITH, Chie f  Sponsor ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  T h i s  
r e s o l u t i o n  i s  a  r e q u e s t  t o  t h e  U . S .  Congress  t o  p r o v i d e  a s p e c i a l  
exempt ion  form e m i s s i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i g h t - d u t y  v e h i c l e s  u s e d  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  i n  f i r e - p r o n e  a r e a s .  Farmers and r a n c h e r s  have  had 
p rob lems  w i t h  t h e  c a t a l y t i c  c o n v e r t e r s  t h a t  are p u t  on  t h e  new p i c k u p s  
t o d a y .  T h e s e  c o n v e r t e r s  g e t  w h i t e  h o t  and when t h e  f a r m e r  d r i v e s  
t h r o u g h  h i s  f i e l d  t h e r e  i s  a  good chance  o f  a f i r e ,  H e  s t a t e d  some 
i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  f i r e s  have  o c c u r r e d .  

PRCIPONEPJTS : 

B I B  EIGGERSTAFF, S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a i s t r i c t s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had 
p a s s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  a t  t h e i r  l a s t  mee t ing .  

Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  by t h e  c o m ~ i t t e e .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kanduch s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i s  exempt a t  
t h i s  tine. 

SENATOR SITITH c l o s e d  u r g i n g  t h e  commit tee  t o  c o n c u r  i n  S J R  10.  
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SENATE BILL NO. 4 0 7  - 
SENATOR CHET BLAYLOCK, Chie f  Sponsor ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l .  T h i s  
b i l l  w i l l  r e v i s e  t h e  fo rmula  f o r  computing b a s e  r e n t a l  i n  f i x i n g  
a n n u a l  g r a z i n g  r e n t a l  on s t a t e  l a n d s .  There  are 4,097,000 a c r e s  
of s t a t e  s c h o o l  g r a z i n g  l a n d s .  "I t r f e d  r e a l  h a r d  t o  b e  a s  r e a s o n a b l e  
as  p o s s i b l e  t o  come up w i t h  an  i n c r e a s e  on  t h e s e  f e e s . "  P r e s e n t l y  
t h e  fo rmula  is $.50 + 5 X t h e  a v e r a g e  p r i c e  o f  b e e f .  T h i s  b i l l  
p r o v i d e s  6 X t h e  a v e r a g e  p r i c e  o f  beef. H e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  would 
b e  a  f a i r  and r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e  t o  pay. The c a t t l e  p r i c e s  have  
r i s e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s  and i f  t h e y  s h o u l d  go  down 
s o  would t h e  g r a z i n g  f e e .  

H e  c o n c l u d e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  8 0 %  o f  t h e  s t a t e  s c h o o l  l a n d s  are con- 
t r o l l e d  by 2 0 %  o f  t h e  r a n c h e r s .  ( a t t a c h e d  r a t e  c h a r t )  

PROPONENTS : 

LEO BERRY, Department  of  S t a t e  Lands,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
r a i s e d  o i l ,  g a s ,  and c o a l  l e a s e s ,  i n  1975. The c u r r e n t  r e n t a l .  on  
s t a t e  g r a z i n g  l a n d s  i s  $ 1 . 6 8  p e r  AUK. By comparison t h e  rate on p r i v a t e  
l a n d  i n  1977,  was S7.30 p e r  AUM. He t h e n  compared Montana t o  o u r  
n e i g h b o r i n g  s t a t e s .  ( a t t a c h e d  a r e  these compar isons  and  a  c o m p l e t e  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y )  

MONS T E I G E N ,  Montana S tockgrowers  and Motana Woolgrowers A s s o c i a i t o n s ,  
r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  " W e  e v a l u a t e d  t h i s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  
few weeks and f e e l  t h i s  fee  i s  a c c e p t a b l e .  I t  i s  f a i r  t o  eve ryone .  I 
t h i n k  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  r a i s e . "  

OPPONENTS: 

SENATOR MARK ETCHART s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  r a i s e  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  more 
b e f o r e  p a s s a g e .  You must c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  r a n c h e r  h a s  t o  do  a l l  
t h e  f e n c i n g .  You c a n  r u n  2 0  head o f  c a t t l e  on o n e  s e c t i o n  o f  l a n d .  
You have 5 a n i m a l s  w o r t h  each month just i n  f e n c e  and you s t i l l  have  
o t h e r  c o s t s  t o  c o n s i d e r .  A t  $ 8 . 0 0  p e r  head i n  t a x e s  e a c h  s e c t i o n  would 
cos t  $ 1 6 0 . 0 0 .  

H e  c o n c l u d e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  he c o u l d  see a  need f o r  a r a i s e  b u t  more 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  f o r  t h e  amount o f  t h a t  ra ise .  

BOD BIGGERSTAFF, Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S t a t e  Graz ing  Dis t r ic ts ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  see a need f o r  an  i n c r e a s e  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  
was r e q u e s t i r g  t o o  much. W e  have t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c a t t l e  p r i c e s  and  
t h e  c o s t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  on BLM l a n d  50% o f  t h e  
g r a z i n g  f e e  g o e s  back i n t o  t h e  l a n d .  On s t a t e  l a n d s  t h e  leese t a k e s  
c a r e  of  e v e r y t h i n g .  

H e  conc luded  by s u b m i t t i n g  an  amendment t o  t h e  b i l l  on page 2 ,  l i n e  11, 
by i n s e r t i n g ,  " S u b s e c t i o n  ( 3 ) .  The maximum r e n t a l  r a t e  s h a l l  n o t  
exceed  (110) p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  g r a z i n g  fee e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  P u b l i c  
!?cincjelazds Improvement A c t  o f  1 9 7 8 . "  ( a m e n h e n t  attached) 
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- 
SENATOR BLAYLOCK closed stating that the cattle .re not going to drop 
in price. In the Great Falls paper it said that the price would not 
drop for at least 2 years. 

He concluded by stating that our schools are goiKq to need more money. 
By passing this bill that money wiil be available. 

Questions were asked by the committee and the hearing on SE 407 was 
closed. 

E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N :  

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 10 

Representative Kanduch moved, BE CONCURRED IN. The motion was carried 
with ~epresentative johnson opposed. 

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 2 2  -- 
Representative Kanduch moved, BE CONCURRED I N .  The motion w a s  carried 
unanimously. 

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 2 6  

~epresentative Kanduch moved, BE CONCURRED IN. The motion was carried 
unanimously. 

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 4 6 5  

Representative Lien moved, B E  NOT CONCURRED I N .  T:-&e mction was 
carried. unanimously. 

The neeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m. 
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William M. Day, Chair@% 

Judy Z. Nook, Secretary 




