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The meet ing  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Vice Chairman Arlyne 
R e i c h e r t  on March 3 ,  1979, i n  t h e  absence of Chairman 
Hershe l  Robbins. The s e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l  and found 
a l l  members p r e s e n b x c e p t  Chairman Her sha l  Robbins. 

SENATE B I L L  3 4 :  The b i l l  was i n t roduced  by S e n a t o r  Thomas. 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  it would d e l e t e  t h e  f r e e h o l d e r  or landowner 
r equ i r emen t s ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  a person  must be a landowner 
t o  be  e l i g i b l e  t o  r u n  f o r  a mun ic ipa l  o f f i c e .  Sena to r  
T h ~ m a s  s t a t e d  t h e  Supreme Cour t ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t  and t h e  Montana Supreme Cour t  had a l l  r u l e d  r ega rd ing  
t h i s  s t a t u t e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h i s  b i l l  had a l s o  been recommended 
by t h e  A t to rney  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  Sena to r  Thomas then  i n -  
t roduced  Mike McGrath, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  A t to rney  G e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e .  

Mike McGrath s t a ~ s d  t h a t  many peop le  were having problems,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  of running  f o r  mun ic ipa l  o f f i c e  
when c i t y  c l e r k s ,  r e a d i n g  t h e  s t a t u t e s ,  found t h a t  a  person  
a u s t  be a landowner i n  o r d e r  t o  r u n  f o r  o f f i c e .  Some o f  
them w e r e  n o t  aware of t h e  Supreme Court  r u l i n g  r e g a r d i n g  
t h i s ,  and t h e r e  was a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h e  c l e r k s  could  be  he ld  4 
l i a b l e  for any a c t i o n  if they  a l lowed someone t o  r u n  who 
was n o t  a f r e e h o l d e r  o r  landowner. 

The chairman t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  opponents.  There  w e r e  none 
p r e s e n t .  

There  w a s  t h e n  a s h o r t  d i s c u s s i o n  by committee members. A l l  
members f e l t  t h i s  would be a good b i l l ,  and s i n c e  i t  had t h e  
r u l i n g s  and r equ i r emen t s  t h a t  t h e y  had no o b j e c t i o n .  There 
was no e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n  t aken  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  Hear ing was 
t h e n  c l o s e d  on S e n a t e  B i l l  3 4 .  

SENATE ETLL 224: T h i s  b i l l  w a s  i n t roduced  by S e n a t o r  Ko l s t ad ,  
D i s t r i c t  5. Sena to r  Kols tad  s t a t e d  t h i s  b i l l  would d e l e t e  
p rocedures  i n  awarding c o n t r a c t s  f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s e r v i c e s .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  s choo l  d i s t r i c t s  axe  r e q u i r e d  t o  
go th rough  compl ica ted  procedures  of 6 t o  7 weeks o r  l onge r  
regar2 :zg  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  b u i l e i n g s .  There  i s  
then  ar~ther two t o  f o u r  months t ime . l a p s e ,  and b u i l d i n g  
c o s t s  i n c r e a s e  r a p i d l y  du r ing  t h a t  i n t e r v a l .  

The CkLrman t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  proponents .  

Wayne Suchanan, from t h e  Montana School Board A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  they  were i n  f a v o r  of the  b i l l .  H e  d i d  r e q u e s t  an 4 
azendrnent t o  t h e  b i l l .  H i s  amendment was r e g a r d i n g  procedures  
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S e n a t e  E i l l  2 2 4  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

f o r  awarding.  H e  s t a t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  t h r e e  weeks 
b u t  a s k e d  t h a t  o n e  week be  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  b i l l  a s  r e a s o n -  
a b l e  n o t i c e .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  h e  f e l t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  much i n p u t  
f rom p e o p l e  r e g a r d i n g  awarding o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t s ;  however,  , 

w i t h  o n e  week ' s  n o t i c e  t h e y  c o u l d  have  a s a y  a s  t o  t h e  t y p e  
o f  b u i l d i n g  t o  be c o n s t r u c t e d .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  
s e e k i n g  any m a j o r  change i n  t h e  b i l l ,  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  h e  
f e l t  n o t i c e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  any l o n g e r .  H e  t h e n  made re- 
f e r e n c e  t o  s e v e r a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  which had i n c r e a s e d  
costs due  t o  t h e  l e n g t h  of t i m e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  and n o t i c e  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

O t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  were c a l l e d .  There  were none. 

Opponents  were t h e n  c a l l e d .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  John  Vincen t  opposed t h e  b i l l  s t a t i n g  h e  
had been t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r  of  t h e  s t a t u t e  t h a t  w a s  p a s s e d  
i n  1975.  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V i n c e n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  
t h e  b i l l  had been r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d s .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h e  b i l l  was p a s s e d  b e c a u s e  i n  many towns t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one  
s c h o o l  board  and one  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m .  By h a v i n g  s u f f i -  
c i e n k  time t o  a d v e r t i s e ,  t h e r e  i s  more i n p u t  from o t h e r  
f i r m s  and t h i s  g i v e s  t h e  board  more s e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  t y p e  
and d e s i g n  o f  b u i l d i n g  t h e y  d e s i r e  t o  e r e c t .  Represen-  
t a t i v e  V i n c e n t  a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  would e l i m i n a t e  
d e s i g n  f l a w s  i n  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  m i g h t  n o t  be c a u g h t  o t h e r -  
w i s e .  Eecause  o f  hav ing  s e v e r a l  a r c h i t e c t s  a p p e a r  i n  
p u b l i c  i n p u t ,  t h i s  c o u l d  be  e l i m i n a t e d .  H e  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  law, s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  t o  b e  
t i m e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  a t t e n d  m e e t i n g s ,  a l s o  t o  have them 
open t h e  n o t i c e  s h o u l d  b e  l o n g  enough f o r  p e o p l e  to  b e  a b l e  
t o  h e a r  a b o u t  i t  and be  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  m e e t i n g s .  

T h e r e  were  t h e n  q u e s t i o n s  from commit tee  members. S e v e r a l  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  type o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  l e f t  up t o  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n i n g  body, 
p e r h a p s  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  n o t  be  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  t h i s .  
O t h e r  members f e l t  t h a t  f l a w s  c o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  i n  b u i l d -  
i n g s  and p e o p l e  h a v i n g  p u b l i c  i n p u t  c o u l d  see t h e  t y p e  o f  
b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  t h a t  would b e  p l e a s a n t  f o r  a l l  a s  w e l l  
a s  u s e f u l .  S e v e r a i  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h e n  p o i n t e d  o u t  a r e a s  
i n  v a r i o u s  c i t i e s  i n  which b u i l d i n g s  had been d e s i g n e d  by 
a r c h i t e c t s  t h a t  no  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  major  f a c i l i t i e s  and 
they had s o m c t i n e s  r u n  i n t o  problems.  With the c h a n c e  t o  
a d v e r t i s e  f o r  o t h e r  a r c . h i t e c t u r a i  s e r v i c e s ,  p e r h a p s  t h i s  
migh t  n o t  have  happened.  There  t h e n  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  
z i s c u s s i o n ,  h e a r i n g  w a s  c l o s e d  on S e n a t e  Bill 2 2 4 .  

No e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n  was t a k e n  by t h e  c o n n i t t e e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
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The m e e t i n g  was t h e n  duiy adjourned a t  1:25 p.m. 

P a t r i c i a  H a t f i e l d  
Secretary 
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