
MARCH l ,  1 9 7 9  
PROCEEDINGS GF THE 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COPfIITTEE 
HOUSE O F  REPRESENTATIVES 

46th Ses s ion  

A meet ing of t h e  Local  Government Committee of t h e  House 
of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  on March 1, 1979, 
and 12:30 p . m . ,  by Vice  Chairman Arlyne R e i c h e r t  i n  t h e  
absence  o f  chairman Hershel  ~ o b b i n s .  The s e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  
t h e  r o l l  and found a m a j o r i t y  o f  members p r e s e n t .  Those 
a b s e n t  were Represen ta t ives  Gould, ~ e m m i s ,  Moore, S a l e s ,  
South,  Waldren and Robbins . 

SENATE BILL 257:  The b i l l  was in t roduced  by S e n a t o r  
Th ie s sen ,  Distr ict  2 5 .  Senator  Thiessen  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  
e a s t e r n  Montana c o u n t i e s  are having a  problem w i t h  hav- 
i n g  enough road t a x e s .  The c o u n t i e s  do have o i l  p r o p e r t y ,  
some have o i l  w e l l s  and some hsve o i l  l e a s e s .  The b i l l  
would a l l ow t h e s e  funds  t o  go i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  fund  of 
t h e s e  c o u n t i e s .  They c u r r e n t l y  have no way of g e t t i n g  
t h e s e  funds a l l o t t e d  toward t h e  road funds .  T h i s  b i l l  
would a l l o w  tnem t o  d i v e r t  5 0 %  of t h e  o i l  t a x  money t o  
t h e  road f u n d .  H e  f e l t  t h i s  would h e l p  take care o f  t h e i r  
problems. 

Proponents  were t hen  c a l l e d  f o r .  

Dean Zennicker ,  of t h e  Montana Assoc i a t i on  of Coun t i e s ,  
s t a t e d  they  were i n  f a v o r  and f e l t  t h i s  would be  v e r y  help-  
f u l  t o  t h e  c o u n t i e s .  

There  were no opponents p r e s e n t .  

There  were then  a  few s h o r t  q u e s t i o n s  from committee members. 

The committee t h e n  agreed t o  take executive action a t  t h i s  
t ime  s i n c e  t h e r e  were no opponents.  

I t  was then  moved by Represen ta t ive  Hurwitz t h a t  Senate B i l l  
257  be concurred i n .  I t  was seconded by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Oberg. Q u e s t i o n  was c a l l e d  and a l l  voted "aye." The motion 
c a r r i e d .  

SENATE B I L L  237: The b i l l  was i n t roduced  by Sena to r  V a n  
Valkenburg. He s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  pay 
t h e  e n t i r e  cos t  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  highways i n  a r e a s  that 
go th rough  c i t y  l i m i t s .  They would a l s o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  maintenance of  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ;  however, t hey  
would n o t  have maintenance of  t h e  s idewalks .  H e  s t a t e d  
fiscal impact  would be $ 4 5 , 0 0 0 .  The  c i t i e s  c u r r e n t l y  p3y 
one-half  the c o s t  of t h e  curb ing  of t h e s e  s t r e e t s .  He 
s t a t e d  h e  had t a l k e d  w i t h  hiqhway o f f i c i a l s  znd t h e y  had 
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Sena te  B i l l  237 ( con t inued )  

g i v e n  him t h e  f i g u r e  on t h e  f i s c a l  impact .  

Proponents  w e r e  t h e n  c a l l e d .  

J i m  Beck, from t h e  Departmen-t of  Highways, s t a t e d  he  would 
a s k  f o r  an amendment t o  reduce t h e  impact  on t h e  maintenance 
of t h e  s idewalks .  However, he was i n  suppsh t  of  t h e  b i l l .  

Tom Crowley, C i t y  Manager of Missoula ,  s t a k e d  he f e l t  t h i s  
w ~ u l d  be of g r e a t  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  c i t i e s .  

Dave Goss of Helena,  a l s o  s ~ o k e  i n  f a v o r .  H e  s t a t e d  
comrrtents were n o t  needed. 

Dan Mizner,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  League of C i t i e s  and Towns, 
a l s o  spoke and recormended t h a t  committee do p a s s .  

There  were then  a few comments from committee members, a 
s h o r t  d i s c u s s i o n  and it was moved 5y R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Donald- 
son t h a t  Sena te  B i l l  237 be concurred i n .  Q u e s t i o n  was 
c a l l e d .  A l l  vo ted  "aye."  The moticn c a r r i e d .  

S e n a t o r  VanValkenburg then  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  ~ m u l d  g e t  some- 
one t o  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  cn t h e  House f l o o r .  

SENATE B I L L  2 6 4 :  The b i l l  was t o  have been p r e s e n t e d  by 
Sena to r  Boylan. I n  h i s  absence Sena tor  VaNalkenburg  
agreed  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  b i l l .  I t  d e a l t  w i th  1 , icens ing  w i t h  
Zogs i n  county  a r e a s .  

Proponents  were t hen  c a l l e d .  

I larold Hanson, County At torney ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  would sugges t  
an  amendment which would g i v e  a  d e f i n i t i o n  of v i c i o u s  dogs.  
H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  might  be a  hard a r e a  t o  d e f i n e ;  however, 
perhaps  t h e  committee should look a t  i t .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  
county h a s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  do l i c e n s i n g  o f  d c ~ s  accord ing  t o  
t h e  b i l l .  

Dick S h a f f e r ,  County S h e r i f f ,  s t a t e d  he w a s  i n  f avo r  of  t h e  
b i l l ,  t h a t  t hey  have no way a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime  t o  c o n t r o l  
dogs and he has  had c a s e s  f i l e d  of b o d i l y  i n j u r y  due t o  
v i c i o u s  6ogs .  

Dean Zennicker ,  from t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  of Coun t i e s ,  
a l s o  spoke  i n  s u p p o r t .  H e  stated t h i s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
neezed i n  t h e  new s u b d i v i s i c n  a r e a s  where t h e r e  i s  no 
annexa t ion  and no c i t y  c o n t r o l ,  with l i c e n s i n g  by t h e  
ccun t i es  p e ~ p l e  would have S e t t e r  c o n t r o l  of  dogs.  

There were then  q u e s t i o n s  by coxrm.ittee members. During 
t h i s  t i n e  i t  w a s  po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  wo?.:Id be procedurs  
for c o u n t i e s  t o  s e t  up o rd inances  uader t h i s  b i l l .  
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Sena te  B i l l  264 (cont inued)  

~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kess l e r  then  suggested a n  amendment on  
page 2, l i n e  2 ,  d e f i n i n g  " v i c i o u s " ;  a l s o ,  on l i n e  7 
i n  s e c t i o n  3 f o r  t h e  purposes  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a  v i c i o u s  
dog i s  d e f i n e d  a s  "one which b i t e s ,  o r  a t t a c k s ,  o r  a t t e m p t s  
t o  b i t e  any human wi thou t  p rovoda t ion ,  and which a t t a c k s  
o r  a t t e m p t s  t o  b i t e  any o t h e r  animal.  " H e  t h e n  moved 
t h i s  amendment. Represen ta t ive  Gould seconded t h e  mend-  
ment. Vote was c a l l e d  on t h e  amendment. A l l  vo ted  "aye ."  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Xess l e r  t hen  moved Sena te  B i l l  2 6 4  be 
concurred i n  a s  amended. Vote was c a l l e d ,  A l l  vo ted  
Ir aye  . 
I t  was then  announced t h a t  t h e  c o ~ m i t t e e  m e e t  on Sa turday ,  
March 3 ,  and a g a i n  on Tuesday, March 6. I t  was s t a t e d  
t h e r e  were 1 6  b i l l s  t o  be heard on Tuesday. I t  was t hen  
announced t h a t  t h e  Sena te  b i l l s  were t o  be heard  by t h e  
70 th  day and t h e  House had been asked t o  have them o u t  
of committee by t h e  62nd day. I t  w a s  a l s o  announced t h a t  
t h e  Local  Government Committee had been asked t o  move o u t  
of  t h e  C a p i t o l  Annex b u i l d i n g  by March 15.  I t  was hoped, 
a l s o ,  t h a t  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  t h e r e  would be no f u r t h e r  com- 
m i t t e e  meet inss .  

There  being no f u r t h e r  bus ines s ,  t h e  meeting was d u l y  
ad journed  a t  1 : i O  p.m. 
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