
The House Highways and  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m i t t . e e  convened on March 
1, 1979,  a t  1:30 p.m. w i t h  Chairman Bae th  p r e s i d i n g  and twe lve  
menbers  p r e s e n t  ( & s e n t  w e r e  Reps. F a b r e g a ,  L i e n ,  Meyer and 
R o s e n t h a l ) .  Chairman Bae th  opened t h e  m e e t i n g  to  a  h e a r i n g  on 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s  : 

SENATE BILL 179:  SENATOR THOMAS 0 .  HAGER, D i s t r i c t  30 ,  t h e  c h i e f  
s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  

p u t  p e r s o n a l i z e d  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  on a  s t a g g e r e d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  sys tem.  

LARRY - W E R U S ,  Motor V e h i c l e  D i v i s i o n ,  s a i d  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l .  

There  w e r e  no  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  committee and n o  c l o s i n g  s t a t e m e n t .  

SENATE BILL 297: SENATOR THObLAS 0. HAGER, ~ i s t r i c t  3 0 ,  t h e  c h i e f  
s p o n s o r ,  s a i 5  t h e  b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  

r e q u e s t  of t h e  Department  of J u s t i c e  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  g r a c e  p e r i o d  
f o r  a t r a n s f e r  o f  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  t o  a  newly a c q u i r e d  motor  v e h i c l e  
from 10 d a y s  t o  20 days .  

LA.TiRY MAJERUS, Motor V e h i c l e  D i v i s i o n ,  s a i d  t h i s  was a n  o v e r s i g h t  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  and i s  j u s t  c l e a n i n g  up t h e  s t a t u t e .  

There  were no  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  committee and no  c l o s i n g  s t a t e m e n t .  

SENATE B I L L  196:  SENATOR MAX CONOVER, D i s t r i c t  3 6 ,  t h e  c h i e f  
I 

s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h i s  w a s  ta r e q u i z e  a custom 
c o m b i n e r ' s  f e e  f o r  Montana r e s i d e n t  custom ccmbiners  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
f e e  p a i d  by n o n r e s i d e n t s  and i n  l i e u  o f  f e e s  p r e s e n t l y  r e q u i r e d .  
H e  s a i d  a  Montanan can cus tom c u t  w i t h i n  a  r a d i u s  o f  100 m i l e s  o f  
h i s  home f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ;  b u t ,  if he  g o e s  o u t  o f  s t a t e  t o  custom c u t ,  
when he  recrosses the Montana state l i n e  t h e y  have  t o  pay $174.19 
farm g r o s s  v e h i c l e  w e i g h t  f e e s .  H e  s a i d  w i t h  t h i s  b i l l  t h e i r  fee 
would be  $20.  He gave  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o t a l s  o f  p e m . i t s  i s s u e d :  
1978-1100 p e r m i t s ;  1977-1239 p e r m i t s ;  1976-1484 p e r m i t s ;  1975- 
1314 p e r m i t s ;  1974-856 p e r m i t s .  H e  s u b m i t t e d  for  t h e  r e c o r d  a 
copy o f  a rundown on c h a r g e s  t o  custom combiners  ( e x h i b i t  1 of t h e  
m i n u t e s ) .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would c o r r e c t  a wrong w e  a r e  d o i n g  
t o  o u r  own p e o p l e .  

JIM BECK, Department  o f  Highways, s a i d  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .  

Dur ing  q u e s t i o n s  i t  was a s k e d  how come t h e  n o n r e s i d e n t  custom com- 
b i n e r s  g e t  s u c h  a  good r a t e .  S e n a t o r  Conover s a i d  w e  u s e d  t o  make 
them get new l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  on a l l  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s  a s  soon a s  t h e y  
c r o s s e d  o u r  s t a t e  l i n e  ( u s u a l l y  c o s t  $300-$5001, and a s  a r e s u l t  
were  l o s i n g  them, s o  t h e  1 I;V was changed. 

SENATE BILL 251 - - SENATC?. PAUL BOYLMd, Distr ict  38 ,  was n o t  p r e s e n t  
s o  B I L L  ROMINE, Montana Automotive D i s m a n t l e r s  

and R e c y l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  r e q u e s t e d  and r e c e i v e d  p e r m i s s i o n  f rom 
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t h e  committee t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  r e ~ u i r e s  
t h a t  i f  an i n s u r a n c e  company d i s p o s e s  o f  a  t o t a l e d  a u t o m o b i l e  a t  
a wreck ing  y a r d ,  it must b e  a l i c e n s e d  motor  v e h i c l e  w r e c k i n g  
f a c i l i t y .  A copy o f  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i s  e x - b i b i t  2 .  

HENRY E .  LOHR, Townsend, Hank 's  S a l v a g e  and R e c y c l i n g ,  sa id  h e  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l .  

Dur ing  q u e s t i o n s  L a r r y  M i t c h e l l ,  H e a l t h  Depar tment ,  r e s p o n d e d  t o  
a q u e s t i o n  by Rep. Keyser  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  number of u n l i c e n s e d  
y a r d s .  He s a i d  t h i s  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n  b e c a u s e  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  law anyone who h a s  f o u r  o r  more junk v e h i c l e s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
a wreck ing  y a r d .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  30 t o  38 b o n a f i d e  y a r d s  t h a t  
a r e n ' t  l i c e n s e d  and 160 y a r d s  t h a t  a r e .  I t  was n e n t i o n e d  t h i s  
b i l l  n i g h t  encourage  more o f  t h e s e  y a r d s  t o  became l i c e n s e d .  

Chairman Bae th  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  and  opened  
i t  t o  an e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s :  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

SENATE BILL  251  Rep. Cooney moved S e n a t e  B i l l  2 5 1  b e  c o n c u r r e d  
i n .  Rep. Keyser  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  how 

t h e  i n s u r e r s  w i l l  know i f  t h e  y a r d s  a r e  l i c e n s e d .  H e  f e l t  t h e  
p r o b a b l e  encouragement  f o r  more t o  become l i c e n s e d  would be good. 
The r e s e a r c h e r ,  Bob Lane, s u g g e s t e d  t h e  f o l l c w i n g  amendments t o  
nzke  t h e  meaning c l e a r e r :  m e n d  t h e  t i t l e ,  l i n e  4 ,  f o l l o w i n g  
" r e q u i r e "  i n s e r t  " t h a t " ;  l i n e  5 ,  s t r i k e  " t o "  and i n s e r t  "may" 
and s t r i k e  " l i c e n s e d " '  and on l i n e  7 ,  f o l l o w i n g  " s a l v a g e "  i n s e r t  
" o n l y  i f  t h e  wreck ing  f a c i l i t y  is  l i c e n s e d . "  R e p .  T r o p i l a  moved 
t h i s  amendment. M r .  Lane c a u t i o n e d  t h e  commit tee  t h a t  t h e  way t h e  
b i l l  h a s  been amended may change t h e  o r i g i n a l  meaning a-  a now an 
i n s u r a n c e  company can  d i s p o s e  o f  a v e h i c l e  a s  it w a n t s  t o  b u t  i f  
it u s e s  a  wreck ing  y a r d  it must be  a  l i c e n s e d  w r e c k i n g  p l a c e .  
Q u e s t i o n  was c a l l e d  and t h e  motion on t h e  amendment p a s s e d  unanimously 
w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  Motion or1 t h e  b i l l  a s  amended be c o n c u r r e d  i n  
a l s o  p a s s e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  Rep. R a r r i n g t o n  w i l l  
c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on t h e  f l o o r .  

SENATE BILL  179 Rep. Cooney moved b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  Motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  R e p .  T r o p i l a  

moved t h a t  it be  p l a c e d  on t h e  c o n s e n t  c a l e n d a r -  T h i s  mot ion  
c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  Rep. Kessler w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  bi'i!L. 

SENATE BILL 2 9 7  Rep. Cooney moved b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  Motion 
c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  Rep. 

T r o p i i a  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  be  p l a c e d  on t h e  c o n s e n t  c a l e n d a r .  T h i s  
motion c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  R e p .  Cooney w i l l  
c a r r y  t h i s  b i l l  on t h e  f l o o r .  
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SENATE B I L L  196 Rep. f e d a  moved t h e  b i l l  be concur red  i n .  This 
motion c a r r i e d  unanimously with those p r e s e n t .  

Rep. Feda o r  Rep. Vicki Johnson w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on t h e  f l o o r .  

SENATE B I L L  154 Rep. Keyser moved be concur red  i n .  Motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously with those  p r e s e n t .  Rep. Lien will 

c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on t h e  f l o o r .  

SENATE B I L L  9 8  Rep. Xey~er moved be concur red  i n .  t4otion 
c a r r i e d  unanimously with t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  Rep. 

Keyser w i l l  c a r r y  t h i s  b i l l .  

Meeting ad journed  a t  2 : 30 p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t t ed ,  

W I L L I A M  R. BAETH, Chairman 

Emelia A .  S a t r e ,  Sec.  




