
FEBRUARY 20, 1979 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

LOCAL GOVERN14ENT COPlMiTTEE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  12:30 p.m. by Chairman 
Her she l  Robbins. The s e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l  and found 
a l l  members p r e s e n t  excep t  Represen ta t ive  S a l e s .  Repre- 
s e n t a t i v e  S a l e s  had a l s o  l e f t  a  proxy f o r  an  e x e c u t i v e  
s e s s i o n  t h a t  would t a k e  p l a c e .  

The purpose of t h e  meet ing was t o  conduct  h e a r i n g s  and 
p o s s i b l e  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

HOUSE BILL 6 4 4 :  T h i s  b i l l  was p re sen ted  by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
S t o b i e ,  of Thompson F a l l s .  He ve ry  b r i e f l y  s t a t e d  t h i s  
would a l l o w  f o r  s e t t i n g  of  county su rveyor s  f e e s  by r e -  
s o l u t i o n .  He s t a t e d  he  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  had been a change 
f o r  a  long t i n e .  

There were no proponents  o r  opponents p r e s e n t .  Hear ing 
w a s  t hen  c l o s e d  on House B i l l  6 4 4 .  

H O U S E  BILL  710: Th i s  b i l l  was p re sen ted  by  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
E l l i s o n ,  Dis t r ic t  73. Represen ta t ive  R l l i s o n  s t a t e d  t h i s  
would a f f e c t  S e c t i o n  7-13-231 and would a u t h o r i z e  c o u n t i e s  
t o  set up and m a i n t a i n  r e f u s e  d i s p o s a l  d i s t r i c t s  and a l l o w  
them t o  charge  f e e s  f o r  t h e  same. He s t a t e d  i f  a  person  
d i d n ' t  u s e  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  t hey  would s t i l l  have t o  pay,  a s  it 
would p u t  on t h e  t a x  b i l l .   his would a l s o  a l l o w  f o r  f e e s  
t o  go i n t o  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  l a n d f i l l .  

Chairman Robbins t hen  c a l l e d  f o r  proponents .  

B i l l  Romine, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana S o l i d  Waste C o n t r a c t o r s ,  
spoke i n  suppor t .  H e  s t a t e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  o p e r a t i o n  of  
t h e  l a n d f i l l ,  t h i s  would r e l i e v e  people  f r o m  paying a ser- 
vice charge  f o r  t a k i n g  t h i n g s  t o  t h e  l a n d f i l i .  

Opponents were t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r .  

John P a l a g i ,  from Grea t  F a l l s ,  p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t o r ,  spoke 
i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  he a l s o  has  t o  u s e  t h e  county  land- 
f i l l  s i tes.  

There w e r e  o t h e r  opponents ,  a l s o  frcn Grea t  Falls, s t a t i n g  
t h e y  d i d  no t  f e e l  t h i s  would be a  j u s t i f i e d  type  of b i l l .  

Louis  Breeden , Fla thead  County Disposa l  D i r e c t o r ,  s t a t e d  
he was also opposed t o  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  s e r v i c e s  would 
have t o  bc provided  f o r  about  3 cents a day and t h i s  would 
te very c o s t l y  f o r  t h e  few nurnbcrs of people  serviced.  
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A r t  Woods a l s o  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  H e  s t a t e 6  t h a t  accord- 
i n g  t o  t h e  b i l l  peop le  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  could p e t i t i o n  o u t  
and cou ld  then  go t o  a p r i v a t e  owner f o r  h a u l i n g  of  r e f u s e .  
T h i s  would l e a v e  t h e  d i s L . r i c t  w i t h o u t  many p e o p l e  belonging 
and i t  would automat ical1-2 be o p e r a t i n g  a t  a d e f i c i t .  

Other  opponents were R a l ~ h  Hahn, Helena v a l l e y  l a n d f i l  d i s -  
t r i c t .  He s t a t e d  h e  d i d z ' t  have any problem now, but t h e r e  
could  be problems i n  t h e  f u t u r e  and he w a s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  

J a c k  Anderson, of t h e  S t a t e  Department of Health and Environ- 
menta l  S e r v i c e s ,  stated that t h e  law now a l l o w s  for s p e c i z l  
c i r cums tances ,  and t h o s e  w i t h  s p e c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  could 
t a k e  t h e i r  cases t o  t h e  Board. 

. Jimmy Knight ,  f r o m  Broadwater County, s t a t e d  h e  was t h e  
County S a n i t a r i a n ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  cccnty h a s  t r i e d  t o  look 
a t  all areas of  enforcement  and exce2 t ions .  H e  s t a t e d  t h i s  
b i l l  would have a d e f i n i t e  impact  and he  w a s  opposed.  

Cean Zennicker ,  from the Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  of Coun t i e s ,  
a l s o  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  

There  were o t h e r  opponents  present who d i d  n o t  t e s t i f y .  
There  were t h e n  a  f e w  q u e s t i o n s  from committee members. 
i iear ing w a s  t h e n  c l o s e d  on House B i l l  710.'- 

HOUSE BILL 616: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Dar ry l  Meyer p r e s e n t e d  t h e  - 
D i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h i s  would a l l o w  p r o v i s i o n  for c o u n t i e s  
t o  l e a s e  equipment w i t h o u t  compe t i t i ve  b i d s .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h e  b i l l  was f a i r l y  s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y .  

T h e r e  were no proponents o r  opponents p r e s e n t .  Hear ing 
was t h e n  c lo sed  o n  House B i l l  616. 

HOUSE BILL 494: This bill w a s  p r e sen ted  by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Dennis Nathe, D i s t r i c t  1. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Nathe i n t roduced  
Doug Olson,  a t t o r n e y  for t h e  Department of Hea l th .  A pre- 
pared s t a t e m e n t  w a s  g i v e n  t o  committee members and i t  i s  
a t t a c h e d  as  testimony. T h i s  would a l l o w  the S t a t e  Depart- 
ment of Hea l th  t o  be se t  up a s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  for t h i s  b i l l .  
I nc luded  would be s t a n d a r d s  set  up by t h e  EPA for water 
q u a l i t y .  The b i l l  would ? r even t  u s e  by 1961 of water t h a t  
w o u l d  exceed -:-esent l e v e l s .  

A-lso present  r- .y . s  A r t  C la rxson  from t h e  Water Q u a l i t y  Depart- 
m e R t ,  i n  t h e  :;vent t h e r e  a s  any q u e s t i o n .  

Committee m e m b e r s  d i d  n o t  have any q u e s t i o n s  and hearing 
was then c losed  on House B i l l  4 3 4 .  



HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTI3Z.14, presented by Grren Vinger, Dis- 
trict 3. Representative Vinger stated this would ailow 
for payment in lieu of taxes on lands controlled by the BIA, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. He stated there was a considerable 
amount of acres in the state and this would give these lands 
ccnsiderable assistance. 

Bill Bigspring, County Commissioner, stated they have approxi- 
mately 1,896,000 acres that would be izffectel. They stated 
this would be of considerable assistance to them in deal- 
ing with the county putting roads and also use of highway 2 
running through their property. He stated he felt the 
federal government was responsible for the areas in lieu 
of taxes. 

Dan Mizner, representing the League of Cities and Towns, 
also spoke on behalf of the 17 towns that have Indian lands, 
stating this would give them considerable assistance. 

There were no further proponents present. There were no 
opponents present. 

Representative Vinger then gave brief closing remarks. 

There was then discussion by committee members. This in- 
cluded the fact that on these Indian lands controlled strictly 
by the federal government that they are tax exempt. 

Hearing was then closed on the House ~ o i n t  Resolution 1 4 .  

The committee then went into Executive Session. 

Representative Gould moved that House Joint Resolution 14 
be adopted. Vote was called. All present voted "aye." 
Motion carried that House Joint Resolution 14 be adopted. 

HOUSE BILL 494 :  Representative Gould moved that House Bill 
494 do pass. All voted "aye" except Representative Pistoria. 
The vote was 16-1. House Bill 4 9 4  was given a do pass 
recommendation. 

HOUSE BILL 616: Representative ~urwitz moved do pass on 
House Bill 616. ~uestion was called. All voted "aye." 
The vote was unanimous. Motion carried that House Bill 616 
do pass. 

HOUSE BILL 6 4 4 :  Representative Bertelsen moved do pass on 
on House Bill 6 4 4 .  All voted "aye" and motion carried 
unariinously that House Bill 6 4 4  do pass. 

HOUSE BILL 710: Representative Pistoria moved do not pass. 
~zpresentative Gould inquired as to what was the matter 
with this bill. Representative Pistoria stated there would 
be a lack of supervision. Representative Gould then stated 
he would abstain fron voting. Question was ca l led .  All 
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vo ted  "aye" w i t h  Represen ta t ive  Gould a b s t a i n i n g .  Represen- 4 
t a t i v e  S a l e s  vo ted  no, Represen ta t ive  Vir:g;er vo t ed  no. Motion 
c a r r i e d  t h a t  House B i l l  710 do n o t  p a s s ,  1 3 - 3 ,  one  abs t en -  
t i o n .  

HOUSE B I L L  3 2 0 :  The r s  was d i s c u s s i o n  by committee members 
as  t o  t h e  amendment. I t  was s t a t e d  t h i s  cou ld  be amended 
on t h e  f l o o r .  Represen ta t ive  Gould t h e n  moved t h a t  t h e  
committee pass House B i l l  3 2 0  w i t h  no recuminendation from 
t h e  committee. Vote w a s  c a l l e d  on t h e  mot ion.  A l l  v o t e d  
"aye"  t h a t  House B i l l  32C be passed  back to t h e  House w i t h  
no r eco rnenda t ion .  

HOUSE B I L L  2 4 9 :  Moved a s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l  on House E i l l  2 4 9 .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R e i c h e r t  t hen  made a  s u b s t i t u t e  motion t h a t  
House B i l l  249 do pas s .  There was then  d i s c u s s i o n  by t h e  
committee. Vote w a s  c a l l e d ,  5 v c t i n g  y e s ,  11 v o t i n g  no. 
Vote w a s  then r e v e r s e d .  House S i l l  2 4 9  was g iven  a do  n o t  
pass ,  1 1 - 5 .  

Chairm-in Robbins announced t h a t  Sena te  b i i f s  would be 
s c h e d u ~ e d  f o r  t h e  nex t  week beginning on Thursday. There 
being  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  t o  coxe before the committee,  
zhe m e ~ t i n g  was du ly  adjourned a t  1 : 4 0  p.m. 
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