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The House Highway and  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee convened on Tuesday,  
February  20, 1979,  a t  11 a.m., i n  rQom 2 0  o f  t h e  C a p i t a l  Annex w i t h  
Chairman Bae th  p r e s i d i n g  and f i f t e e n  members p r e s s n  t (Rep. Fabrega  
a b s e n t )  t o  h e a r  t e s t i m o n y  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s :  

HOUSE B I L L  364 REPRESENTATIVE JACK UHDE, D i s t r i c t  1 7 ,  t h e  c h i e f  
s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  came a b o u t  b e c a u s e  o f  a  

problem i n  t h e  K a l i s p e l l  a r e a .  H e  s a i d  t h e  ambulances i n  t h a t  c i t y  
have been u s i n g  b l u e  l i g h t s  f o r  f o b r  y e a r s  and have  found o u t  t h a t  
i t  i s  i l l e g a l  a s  b l u e  l i g h t s  have been r e s e r v e d  f o r  law e n f o r c e m e n t  
c a r s .  H e  s a i d  i n  foggy and r a i n y  w e a t h e r  t h e  b l u e  l i g h t s  show up 
b e t t e r  and s i n c e  ambulances are a  m a t t e r  of  l i f e  and d e a t h  h e  f e l t  
t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  u s e  t h e  b l u e  l i g h t s .  

RICHARD SEDDON, K a l i s p e l l  F i r e  Department ,  spoke  i n  s u p p o r t .  H e  
s a i d  t h e y  run t h e  ambulance and f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  and r e q u e s t e d  
t h e  b i l l  when t h e y  found out t h e y  were i l l e g a l .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  f e e l  
it i s  a  s a f e t y  f a c t o r .  

DUANE TOOLEY, Montana Highway P a t r o l ,  s a i d  t h e y  a r e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h i s  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  c o n f u s i o n  i n  h a v i n g  t o o  many v e h i c l e s  
w i t h  t h e  same l i g h t s .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d  t o  h a v e  
a l l  law e n f o r c e m e n t  v e h i c l e s  have  b l u e  l i g h t s  and  s o  b e  s e p a r a t e d  
from s e r v i c e  v e h i c l e s .  

FSP.  UHDE c l o s e d  by s a y i n g  ambulances a r e  c r i t i c a l  and h e  f e l t  
d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  o t h e r  s e r v i c e  v e h i c l e s .  

ROUSE BILL 776 REPRESENTATIVE J A C K  UHDE,  D i s t r i c t  1 7 ,  t h e  c h i e f  
s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would e l i m i n a t e  t h e  

f r o n t  l i c e n s e  p l a t e .  Rep. Uhde s a i d  he  had t a l k e d  w i t h  M r .  Ma je rus  
and i f  t h i s  i s  done i t  s h o u l d  have  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  a f t e r  new p l a t e s  
a r e  i s s u e d .  H e  s a i d  s e v e n t e e n  s t a t e s  have  o n l y  one l i c e n s e  p l a t e .  
New Mexico i s  one  of t h e s e  and he s a i d  he  had t a l k e d  w i t h  someone 
t h e r e  who s a i d  it would b e  e a s i e r  t o  have  two p l a t e s  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  
had no p rob lem w i t h  law enforcement .  H e  s a i d  h e  h a d  a l s o  checked  w i t h  
West V i r g i n i a  and  t h e y  have  o n l y  one l i c e n s e  p l a t e  and have  n o  p ro -  
blems and  a r e  f o r  k e e p i n g  it a s  it is. H e  s a i d  i f  t h e y  l o s e  t h e i r  
p l a t e  t h e y  w r i t e  t h e  n m b e r  on a  c a r d b o a r d  and p u t  it i n  a  window 
u n t i l  t h e y  can  o b t a i n  a  new one.  H e  = i d  one o f  t h e  main r e a s o n s  f o r  
t h i s  b i l l  i s  t h e  c o s t  savings--he  s a i d  it w i l l  saveWest V i r g i n i a  a  
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  R e p .  Uhde s a i d  i n  Montana t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  of t h e  
p l a t e s  i s  a b o u t  $375,000 and a b o u t  20 t o  25% o f  t h a t  c o s t  would b e  
s a v e d  by t h i s  b i l l .  

BILL ROMINE, Montana S h e r i f f s  and Peace  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  spoke 
i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  A copy o f  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i s  e x h i b i t  1 and p a r t  o f  
t h e  m i n u t e s .  

LARRY MAJERUS, Motor V e h i c l e  D i v i s i o n ,  s a i d  t h e y  have  no p l a n s  a t  t h i s  ' 

t i m e  f o r  t h e  r e i s s u a n c e  o f  new l i c e n s e  p l a t e s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  p l a t e s  
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have t o  l a s t  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  b u t  t h e y  d o n ' t  have  t o  b e  r e p l a c e d  i n  
f o u r  y e z r s ,  and  h e  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  no p l a n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  ask t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  fund  t h i s  t y p e  o f  a c t i v i t y .  So h e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  
would a p p l y  t o  f u t u r e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Ee s a i d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  one 
o r  two p l a t e s  i s  a  c o m p l i c a t e d  q u e s t i o n  which s h o u l d  be  d e c i d e d  
when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e c i d e s  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e  money. H e  s a i d  
l a s t  f a l l  t h i s  w a s  l o o k e d  i n t o  a t  t h e i r  s t a f f  m e e t i n g s  by t h e  
pa t ro lmen  a round  t h e  s t a t e .  They f e l t  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  ou twe ighed  
t h e  c o s t  s a v i n g s .  M r .  Majerus  s a i d  t h e  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  numbers a r e  
i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  machine by hand s o  t h e  o n l y  s a v i n g s  is i n  t h e  
d i r e c t  c o s t  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s .  H e  s a i d  most o f  t h e  one  p l a t e  s t a tes  
a r e  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  H e  s a i d  t h e  f a r m e r s  d o n ' t  l i k e  it a s  t h e y  c a n  
l o s e  t h e i r  back  p l a t e s  on t h e i r  g r a i n  t rucks--Mr.  Majerus  s a i d  
t h a t  was t h e  o n l y  problem ment ioned by P e n n s y l v a n i a  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
M r .  Majerus  f e l t  t h e r e  would b e  enforcement  problems and t h a t  t h e  
b i l l  was p r e m a t u r e .  

DUANE TOOLEY, Montana Highway P a t r o l ,  s a i d  t h e y  oppose  t h e  b i l l  and 
s u p p o r t  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  g i v e n  by M r .  Romine. H e  added t h a t  t h e  r e f l e c -  
t i n g  o f  t h e  f r o n t  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  i s  a  s a f e t y  f a c t o r  when it is p a r k e d  
on t h e  r o a d .  

REP. UHDE s a i d  t h e  f a c t  one  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  s t a t e s  a r e  i n  t h e  s o u t h  
d o e s n ' t  make t o o  much d i f f e r e n c e .  H e  s a i d  h e  had  t a l k e d  t o  W e s t  
V i r g i n i a  which had two fee t  o f  snow and  no problems a s  f a r  a s  snow 
was c o n c e r n e d  a s  t o  s e e i n g  t h e  p l a t e .  H e  s a i d  t h o s e  w i t h  one  l i c e n s e  
p l a t e  were  n o t  h u r r y i n g  back t o  g e t  two, which would i n d i c a t e  t h e  
c o s t  s a v i n g s  j u s t i f i e d  what  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  t h e r e  w e r e .  Rep. Uhde 
s a i d  even  i f  o n l y  t e n  p e r c e n t  s a v i n g s  i t  would s t i l l  b e  w o r t h w h i l e .  

During q u e s t i o n s  it was b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  it would b e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  when approach ing  a  s u s p i c i o u s  v e h i c l e  t o  
have t o  check t h e  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  a f t e r  p a s s i n g .  I t  was b r o u g h t  o u t  
t h i s  would n o t  r e d u c e  t h e  cost t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  buy ing  t h e  p l a t e s .  

HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 4 3  REPRESENTATIVE AUDREY ROTH, D i s t r i c t  1 0 ,  
t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h i s  u r g e s  t h e  

c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  r a i l  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  Milwaukee R a i l r o a d .  She 
s a i d  t h e i r  p r o p o s e d  abandonment i s  a  s e r i o u s  problem.  She  s a i d  t h e  
Milwaukee employs a b o u t  750 p e o p l e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  and pays  $750,000 
i n  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  a n d  t h e y  h a n d l e  a b o u t  20 t o  30 m i l l i o n  b u s h e s  o f  

P a r .  g r a i n  a  1, 

GORDON McGOWAN, Montana R a i l r o a d  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  2 - z e s t i o n e d  t h e  $ 4 2  6 
m i l l i o n  Congress  i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p a s s i n g  t: r e b u i l d  t h e  docks  
f o r  b a r g e  t r a f f i c  and t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  w a t e r  f low f o r  t h e  b a r g e s ,  
w h i l e  t h e  Milwaukee n e e d s  $415 m i l l i o n  t o  pay o f f  t h e  banks i n  
Chicago and  so k e e p  o p e r a t i n g .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  would b e  a  message t o  
Congress  t h a t  w e  a r e  s i t t i n g  h e r e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  l o s i n g  t h e  Milwaukee 
and very much in n e e d  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  
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SHkqON PETERSON, W. I .  F .E.  , F a r m e r ' s  Union, N. F. G . ,  Farm Bureau,  
Grange, spoke  i n  s u p p o r t  and s a i d  t h e  Milwaukee R a i l r o a d  is  a b s o l u t e l y  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  f a r m e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  

KENNETH E .  CLARK, R a i l r o a d  Bro the rhoods ,  spoke i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n .  

CHRIS JOHANSOM , Gra in  E l e v a t o r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l .  H e  
s a i d  due t o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s h i p p i n g  g r a i n  w e  l o s e  o u t  on t o p  p r i c e s .  

1:' c l o s i n g  Rep. Roth s a i d  w e  s h o u l d  a s k  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  u r g e  
C o n ~ r e s s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  h e l p  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  r a i l r o a d  sys tem.  

HOUSE BILL 7 8 7  REP. DANNY OBERG, D i s t r i c t  8, t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  
s a i d  it was r a i l r o a d  day t c d a y .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  

would p r o v i d e  a  bonding c a p a c i t y  t o  h e l p  r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  r a i l r o a d s .  
He s a i d  i t  i s  d e s i g n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  Milwaukee b u t  h e  hoped 
i t  c o u l d  h e l p  o t h e r s ,  t o o .  H e  s a i d  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  s h o u l d  s t a y  i n  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n d u s t r y  and t h i s  b i l l  would h e l p  them g e t  c a p i t a l  a t  
b e t t e r  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  u s u a l  method o f  bonding would 
n o t  a p p l y  a s  i t  i s  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  a r e a ,  b u t  
r a i l r o a d s  c r o s s  coun ty  l i n e s .  

TOM DOWLING, Montana R a i l r o a d  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h e  
c o n c e p t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  H e  f e l t  one  problem would be  t h a t  a n o t h e r  
government  b u r e a u  would need t o  b e  c r e a t e d .  

JIM MUWR, B.A .A .K . ,  s a i d  t h e  c o n c e p t  a l l u d e d  t o  c o u l d  have  some 
good p o i n t s .  F o r  example ,  he s a i d ,  t h e  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r s  c o u l d  v e r y  
e a s i l y  buy u n i t  t y p e  equipment  and move t h e i r  g r a i n  t o  marke t  a s  
q u a s i  owners.  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  l e a s e e s  and l e a s e r s  i n  
t h e  equipment  game. H e  s a i d  t h e  i n t e n t  i s  obvious--we a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  r e v i t a l i z e  r a i l  s e r v i c e  th rough  t h e  revenue  bond p r o c e s s .  

KENNETH E.  CLARK, R a i l r o a d  Bro the rhoods ,  s a i d  t h i s  would b e  a n o t h e r  
revenue r a i s i n g  v e h i c l e  and w e  need e v e r y  avenue we can f i n d .  

J I M  BECK, Highway Depar tment ,  s a i d  h e  was p r e s e n t  n e i t h e r  a s  a pro-  
ponen t  o r  opponent  b u t  would b e  happy t o  answer q u e s t i o n s .  

J O H N  FITZPATRICK, Budget  O f f i c e ,  o f f e r e d  an amendment t o  change t h e  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  " b u r e a u  o f  r a i l  p l a n n i n g "  t o  "depar tment  o f  highways."  

I n  c l o s i n g  Rep. Gberg s a i d  a f t e r  t h e  mechanism i s  a r r i v e d  a t  h e  f e e l s  
i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  go  t o  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t o r s  and  g e t  them i n v o l v e d .  H e  
s a i d  t h i s  i s  a  mechanism t o  a t t r a c t  p r i v a t e  f u n d s  back i n t o  i n d u s t r y ,  

HOUSE BILL 788 REPRESENTATIVE DENNIS IVERSON, D i s t r i c t  9 ,  t h e  
c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h e  b i l l  was an a t t e m p t  t o  do 

someth ing  a b o u t  t h e  g r a i n  c a r  s h o r t a g e .  He s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  
r e c e n t l y  n o t i f i e d  by t h e  IRS t h a t  they  would n o t  approve  t h e  bonds 
i n  a t a x  exempt manner b e c a u s e  t h e y  c r o s s  s t a t e  l i n e s .  H e  s a i d  it 
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w a s n ' t  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  a  companion b i l l .  H e  s a i d  h e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
t h i s  b i l l  i m p a i r e d  any o t h e r  b i l l  t h a t  is  b e f o r e  the corninittee. 
H e  s a i d  t h e y  d o n ' t  i n t e n d  t o  d r o p  t h e  p r o j e c t  b u t  w i l l  have  t o  
f i n d  t h e  money someplace else.  

KENNETH E .  CLARK, R a i l r o a d  Bro the rhoods ,  s a i d  t h e y  knew of t h e  
problems b u t  do s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  t h i s  b i l l .  

TOM DOWLING, Montana R a i l r o a d  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  Rep. I v e r s o n  had 
wcrked l o n g  and  h a r d  on t h i s  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t a x  exempt bonds  and 
i n t e r e s t  i s  a  new b a l l  game f o r  t h i s .  H e  s a i d  n o  u s e  h a v i n g  f e d e r a l  
p e o p l e  g e t  i n v o l v e d .  H e  s a i d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Montana c a n ' t  exempt a 
l o a n  t h a t  c r o s s e s  a  s t a t e  l i n e .  

HOUSE EILL 850 REPFcESENTkTIVE MIKE COONEY, D i s t r i c t  83 ,  t h e  c h i e f  
s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  b a s i c a l l y  adds  t h e  word 

" p a p e r "  t o  t h e  highway l i t t e r  law and r a i s e s  t h e  f i n e  from $10 t o  
$ 5 0 .  

HOUSE B I L L  819 REPRESENTATIVE BUD GOULD, D i s t r i c t  98,  t h e  c h i e f  
s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  h e  f e l t  t h i s  b i l l  was t i m e l y  con- 

s i d e r i n g  t h e  e n e r g y  crisis. H e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  this was someth ing  w e  
c o u i d  w a i t  two y e a r s  f o r .  

KEt1 IIOOVESTAI,, Moped A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  t h i s  i s  an amendment t o  t h e  
b i c y c l e  law t o  p r o v i d e  5or t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  m o t o r i z e d  b i c y c l e s .  H e  
had a f r i e n d  h o l d  up a moped t h a t  was i n  t h e  c o r m i t t e e  room a s  an 
e x h i b i t .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would remove t h i s  un ique  v e h i c l e  from 

4 
t h e  motor  v e h i c l e  l aws .  H e  s a i d  i t  would s t i l l  be subject t o  a l l  
t r a f f i c  laws and r e g u l a t i o n s .  H e  p a s s e d  o u t  c o p i e s  o f  s u g g e s t e d  
amendments and a  copy o f  t h e s e  i s  e x h i b i t  2 and p a r t  o f  t h e  minutes .  
H e  s a i d  t e n  s g e e d  b i c y c l e s  go f a s t e r  t h a n  mopeds and t h e  p e d a l s  
a r e  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a  l o t  o f  r e a s o n s - - t o  h e l p  s t a r t  a n d  t o  go up h i l l s .  

BRUCE PETERSON, Montana Motorcyc le  D e a l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  a 
moped i s  a  m o t o r i z e d  b i c y c l e  w i t h  a  less t h a n  50cc  e n g i n e ,  goes  
2 0  t o  30 m i l e s  an h o u r ,  and  a b o u t  175 m i l e s  t o  a  g a l l o n  of g a s .  
H e  s a i d  it w a s  d i f f e r e n t  than a motorcyc le  and s-afer t h a n  a b i c y c l e .  
H e  s a i d  it h a s  a f u l l  t a i l  l i q l ~ t ,  head  l i g h t ,  horn ,  p r o p e r  r e f l e c t o r s .  
H e  s a i d  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  p o p u l a r  i n  Europe.  

E D  L. BEZANSON, House o f  Kawasaki,  e x p l a i n e d  how the moped works. 
H e  s a i d  it h a s  t o  b e  p e d a l e d  t o  g e t  g o i n g ,  and you  can p e d a l  i t  
f a s t e r  t h a n  it w i l l  go on i t s  own. 

LARRY JOHNSON, He lena ,  f e l t  a  *moped s h o u l d  n o c  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a  
b i c y c l e  b u t  have  a  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  own. 

RONALD P O G U E ,  s p e a k i n g  f o r  s e l f ,  gpposed t h e   ill. H e  s a i d  t h e r e  
is a  c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  between human powered 2-6 m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e s .  
A copy o f  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i s  e x h i b i t  2 and p a r t  o f  t h e  m i n u t e s .  

LARRY MAJERUS, Motor V e h i c l e  D i v i s i o n ,  s a i 6  t h e y  d o  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  
d e f i n i n g  a  moped i n  t h e  law b u t  have a  problem w i t h  d e f i n i n g  it a s  
a b i c y c l e .  H e  s a i d  t h e  s p e e d  i s  d e s i g n e d  and i t  c o u l d  b e  tampered 
w i t h  t o  make i t  go f a s t e r .  H e  s a i d  l o c a l  b i c y c l e  p a t h s  t h a t  a r e  
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p a r t l y  f e d e r a l l y  funded would b e  r e s t r i c t e d  a s  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  p e r m i t  
any t y p e  o f  m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e s .  He s a i d  a d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  i s  
r e q u i r e d  and  t h e y  would s u p p o r t  t h a t .  

DUANE TOOLEY, Montana Highway P a t r o l ,  s a i d  t h e y  a re  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  
t h i s  b i l l .  H e  d i d n '  t t h i n k  t h e  amendments p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  e n d o r s e -  
ment.  H e  s a i d  t u r n  s i g n a l s  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  fo r  motor  v e h i c l e s .  

Rep. Gould i n  c l o s i n g  s a i d  t h e  moped wouid come under  any c i t y  s t i c k e r s  
and would pay t h a t  t y p e  o f  t a x .  He s a i d  t h e  moped i s  more b i c y c l e  
t h a n  m o t o r c y c l e  and he  f e l t  it i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  it b e  s o  c a t e g o r i z e d .  

Dur ing q u e s t i o n s  it was b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  moped on d i s p l a y  would 
c o s t  a b o u t  $ 3 0 0 ,  w h i l e  a s m a l l  Honda would b e  a b o u t  $ 4 9 0 .  

H O U S E  B I L L  780 REPRESENTATIVE J O E  B W D ,  D i s t r i c t  2 8 ,  t h e  c h i e f  
s p o n s o r ,  r e a d  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  and a  copy o f  i t  i s  

e x h i b i t  4 and p a r t  o f  t h e  m i n u t e s .  

K E N N E T H  E .  CLARK, R a i l r o a d  Bro the rhood ,  s a i d  t h i s  p u t s  t h e  r a i l  
p l a n n i n g  a c t i v i t e s  i n  t h e  Department o f  Highways. 

TOM DOPILING,  Montana R a i l r o a d  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  w e  n e e d  a  s t a t e  
p l a n  i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  any funds  t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  

I n  c l o s i n g  Rep. Brand s a i d  t h e y  had met w i t h  t h e  Highway Depar tment  
and t h e  r a i l r o a d  companies b e c a u s e  t h e y  f ee l  t h i s  is  a  c r u c i a l  t h i n g  
--branch l i n e  s e r v i c i n g .  

RON RICHARDS, Department  o f  Highways, i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n ,  t h a t  
t h i s  e x t r a  d u t y  would b e  a b s o r b e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  M r .  Beck 
responded  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  have been d o i n g  t h i s  on e x e c u t i v e  
o r d e r  a l r eaGy . 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 3 4  REPRESENTATIVE DANNY OBERG, D i s t r i c t  8 ,  
t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  r e q u e s t s  

Congress  t o  k e e p  b o t h  AMTRAK l i n e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  Montana. R e p .  Oberg 
s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a d e q u a t e  r e a s o n  t o  keep b o t h  l i n e s ,  and b o t h  l i n e s  a r e  
runn ing  a t  a  p r o f i t  b u t  a c c o u n t i n g  h a s  h u r t  o u r  line. 

J I M  MULqR, Amtrak employee,  spoke in s u p p o r t  s a y i n g  o u r  l i n e s  a r e  
money makers  b u t  due t o  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  method--a commuter l i n e  was 
a b s o r b e d  and added i n t o  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g - - i t  shows a l o s s .  H e  s a i d  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  coming o f  Amtrak b o t h  l i n e s  were money makers .  H e  f e l t  
w e  s h o u i d  u r g e  o u r  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  to  t r y  t o  r e t a i n  b o t h  
l i n e s .  

TOM D O W L I N G ,  Montana R a i l r o a d  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h e  
b i l l .  

RONALD P O G U E ,  AERO, s a i d  t h e y  s u p p o r t  the b i l l  a n d  a  copy o f  h i s  
t e s t i m o n y  i s  e x h i b i t  5 and p a r t  o f  t h e  m i n u t e s .  
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REP. J O E  B F S N D  s a i d  h e  was a  p roponen t  and c o s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

KENNETH E .  CLARX, Montana R a i l r o a d  Bro the rhood ,  s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t ,  
H e  p r e s e n t e d  t e s t i m o n y  from J i m  Murry, E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  -.. - 

Montana S t a t e  AFL-CIO. A copy o f  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i s  e x h i b i t  6 a n d  
p a r t  o f  t h e  m i n u t e s .  

Rep. Oberg i n  c l o s i n g  s a i d  he  i s  a  brakeman on Amtrak and  h a s  s e e n  
p a s s e n g e r s  d o u b l e  and t r e b l e .  H e  s a i d  t h e  c u t o f f  of I r a n i a n  o i l  
c o u l d  e a s i l y  c a u s e  t h i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  even more. H e  s a i d  Amtrak i s  
g e t t i n g  a  l o t  o f  new equipment  which w i l l  make it a more c o m f o r t a b l e  
r i d e .  

Chairman Bae th  ment ioned t h a t  a t  a  c o n f e r e n c e  he  a t t e n d e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  
i t  was n o t e d  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  Amtrak i s  making money--11% o v e r  c o s t s .  

HOUSE B I L L  778 REPRESENTATIVE MICHAEL KEEDY, D i s t r i c t  1 8 ,  t h e  
b i l l ' s  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  p e r m i t s  t h e  l i c e n s e  

p l a t e s  o f  a  motor  v e h i c l e  t o  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  motor  v e h i c l e  
w i t h o u t  t r a n s f e r r i n g  ownersh ip  o f  t h e  f i r s t  v e h i c l e  and t h a t  upon 
such  t r a n s f e r  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  v e h i c l e  e x p i r e s .  

LARRY !w1AJERUS, Motor V e h i c l e  D i v i s i o n ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  s o l v e  some 
problems and  c r e a t e  some. H e  s a i d  t h e r e  would be t h e  problem of back 
t a x e s  on t h e  u n r e g i s t e r e d  v e h i c l e  i f  it w e r e  e v e r  t o  b e  s o l d  a n d  it  
needed t o  b e  r e l i c e n s e d .  H e  s a i d  he l i k e s  t h e  approach  of t h i s  b i l l ,  
however,  a s  t h e  way it i s  i t  e n c o u r a g e s  p e o p l e  t o  g o  a round  t h e  law. 1 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

HOUSE B I L L  3 6 4  Rep. Feda made a  motion of do p a s s .  R e p .  Keyse r  
made a  s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion  o f  do  n o t  p a s s .  H e  s a i d  

t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  have  a  un ique  c o l o r .  Rep. Uhde s a i d  
t h e  K a l i s p e l l  p e o p l e  a r e  now using b l u e  i l l e g a l l y  a n d  find it an 
e f f e c t i v e  c o l o r  f o r  f o g  and r a i n .  Rep. Kropp ment ioned  h e  was c o l o r -  
b l i n d  and b l u e  was a  c o l o r  t h a t  s t o o d  o u t  f o r  him. Q u e s t i o n  w a s  
c a l l e d  and a  v o i c e  v o t e  t a k e n  and t h e  mot ion  c a r r i e d  ( v o t i n g  no  were 
Reps. T r o p i l a ,  Uhde and  Feda;  a b s e n t ,  R e p ;  Fabrega  a n d  Meyer) . 
HB 3 6 4  r e c e i v e d  a d o  no p a s s  recommendation. 

HOUSE B I L L  776 Rep. Cooney moved do p a s s .  Rep. Feda  moved a  
s u b s t i t u t e  motion o f  do n o t  p a s s ,  Voice  v o t e  

was t a k e n  and t h e  mot ion  c a r r i e d  w i t h  Reps. R o s e n t h a l ,  Uhde and 
Cooney v o t i n g  no and t h e  same a b s e n t .  

HOUSE ZILL - 787 Rep. Cooney moved do p a s s .  A v o i c e  v o t e  was t a k e n  
and  t h e  motion c a r r i e d  unanimousiy w i t h  t h e  same 

a b s e n t .  

HOUSE B I L L  788  Rep. T r o p i l a  moved t o  t a b l e  t h e  b i l l .  A f t e r  
commit tee  d i s c u s s i o n  he  changed h i s  motion t o  do 

n o t  p a s s .  T h i s  mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (same 
a b s e n t ) .  L a t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o r m i t t e e  t a b l e d  t h e  b i l l .  
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DGSE BILL  819 Rep. T r o p i l a  moved do n o t  p a s s .  A f t e r  f u r t h e r  
d i s c u s s i o n  which i n c l u d e d  a r e q u e s t  f o r  f u r t h e r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  from M r .  H o o v e s t a l  who s a i d  i t  was due t o  t h e  t i m e  c runch 
t h a t  i t  was i n c l u d e d  under  b i c y c l e .  I t  was s u g g e s t e d  i f  M r .  H o o v e s t a l  
and t h e  Highway P a t r o l  c o u l d  come up w i t h  wording i n  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  
would make a  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s p e c i a l  f o r  t h i s  v e h i c l e  and t h i s  c o u l d  
be  p u t  i n  a s  amendments on t h e  f l o o r  t h e  b i l l  migh t  b e  more a c c e p t -  
a b l e .  A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  was t a k e n  on t h e  n o t i o n  o f  do  n o t  p a s s .  The 
motion f a i l e d  w i t h  7 v o t i n g  f o r  (Feda ,  Keyse r ,  L i e n ,  Magone, Meyer, 
~ o s e n t h a l ,  ~ r o p i l a )  and two a b s e n t  (Fabrega  and Kanduch--Meyer had 
come and Kanduch l e f t ) .  Rep. Cooney moved t h a t  House B i l l  819 come 
from committee w i t h  n o  recommendation. T h i s  mot ion  c a r r i e d  w i t h  
Rep. Feda v o t i n g  no  and t h e  same a b s e n t .  

HOUSE BILL 850 The $50  f i n e  f o r  l i t t e r i n g  was ques t ioned--was  i t  
h i g h ?  Mention was made t h a t  Oregon h a s  a $200 f i n e  

a s  do a number o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  Rep. Kropp moved d o  p a s s  and t h i s  
mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (Rep. Fabrega  a b s e n t ,  
Rep. Kanduch had r e t u r n e d )  . 
HOUSE E I L L  780 Rep. Kanduch moved do p a s s  and t h i s  motion c a r r i e d  

unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (same a b s e n t ) .  

HOUSE BILL 778 Rep. Keyser  moved do p a s s .  The n o t i o n  c a r r i e d  w i t h  
Reps. Kropp, Wood and R o s e n t h a l  v o t i n g  no  and Rep. 

Fabreqa  a b s e n t .  

HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 3 4  Rep. E r n s t  moved do p a s s .  Motion c a r r i e d  
unanimousiy w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (Fabrega  

a b s e n t ) .  

HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 4 3  Rep. Kropp moved do p a s s .  Motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  ( s a m e  

a b s e n t ) .  

HOUSE B I L L  871 A s  t h e  s p o n s o r  had n o t  a p p e a r e d  on t h i s  b i l l ,  Rep. 
T r o p i l a  moved t o  t a b l e  it and t h i s  motion c a r r i e d  

w i t h  Rep. Cooney v o t i n g  no.  

The m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  1:30 p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u h r n i t t e d ,  

WILLIAM* R.  BAETH, Chairman 

E n e l i a  A .  S a t r e ,  Sec .  




