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- 
The m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by  Chairman Day a t  8:00  a.m. w i t h  
a l l  members p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Bengtson,  Brand, Hand, and 
Kanduch. 

I 
HOUSE BILL NO. 772  

I 
REPRESENTATIVE KATHLEEN MCBRIDE, Chie f  Sponsor ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l .  
She s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  had been i n t r o d u c e d  l a s t  s e s s i o n .  I t  
w i l l  g i v e  t h e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b i d  and p u r c h a s e  s t a t e  l a n d s  

I 
w i t h i n  t h e  e x t e r i o r  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  an I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n .  The l a w  
now s a y s  t h a t  o n l y  i n d i v i d u a l  I n d i a n s  can  p u r c h a s e  s t a t e  l a n d s .  

PROPONENTS : 

RANDY PEFEZ, F o r t  Belknap I n d i a n  Community, s t a t e d  t h a t  f a rming  and 
r a n c h i n g  i s  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e  of income on  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n *  
Maximum u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  l a n d  b a s e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  s t a n d a r d  o f  
l i v i n g .  They would l i k e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d s  w i t h i n  

I 
t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  ( comple te  t e s t i m o n y  a t t a c h e d )  I 
JOE DEPIONTINEY, Chippewa C r e e  T r i b e ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  l e a s e d  1 4  hundred 
a c r e s  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  on t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n .  They have many p r o b l e a s  w i t  
t r e s p a s s e r s .  When t h e y  l e a s e d  t h e  l a n d  t h e y  have  t o  d e v e l o p  it i n t o  
good farm l a n d .  They would be  w i l l i n g  t o  pay a f a i r  marke t  p r i c e  i f  
t h e  t r i b e s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h i s  l a n d ,  These a r e  good g r a z i n g  

"Jll 
l a n d s  now. I 
H e  c o n c l u d e d  u r g i n g  t h e  commit tee  t o  g i v e  t h i s  b i l l  f a v o r a b l e  con- 
s i d s r a t i o n  s o  t h e y  c a n  have  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e s e  l a n d s .  I 
DELNAR EIGEEY, F o r t  Belknap R e s e r v a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  they l e a s e d  1 9  
t h o u s a n d  a c r e s  f r ~ m  t h e  s t a t e .  They pay r e n t a l  o n  t h e s e  l a n d s  a n d  
manage them t h e  same a s  t h e i r  own l a n d .  T h e i r  hope i s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
b e  a b l e  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h i s  l a n d  i n s t e a d  o f  pay ing  r e n t a l .  

I 
O t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  t o  HB 772  w e r e ,  P a u l  Eagleman, Chippewa C r e e  T r i b e ,  
and  Merle R .  Lucas ,  Depar tment  o f  Community A f f a i r s .  

I 

MIKE STEPHEN, Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o u n t i e s ,  s tated t h a t  t h e y  f e e l  
t h e  I n d i a n s  a l r e a d y  have  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u r c h a s e  s t a t e  l a n d .  Any 
i n d i v i d u a l  I n d i a n  can  p u r h a s e  t h e s e  l a n d s  i f  t h e y  w i s h .  The Depar tment  
of S t a r e  Lands i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  s c h o o l  l a n d s  and t h e  

I 
c h i i d r e n s  e d u c a t i o n .  I f  t h e s e  l a n d s  w e r e  bought  t h e y  no l o n q e r  would 
be  r e s p o n s i b l e .  S e l l i n g  t h e s e  l a n d s  t o  t h e  t r i b e s  would render t h e  
l a n d  now t a x a b l e  and t h e  t a x  b a s e  would be l o s t .  

W I L L I A M  F. BIGSFRING SZ.,  G l a c i e r  County,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  I 
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I 

i n  c o r p o r a t i o n s  buying l and .  H e  is bordered on three s i d e s  bv 7 4 0  
acres ~f s t a t e  l a n d s .  H e  leases t h e s e  l a n d s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes .  
He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  i t  would be a very  good p o l i c y  t o  l e t  t h e  t r i b e s  buy 
t h i s  l a n d  because then  he would have a l o t  of  peop le  around h i s  l a n d  
a l l  t h e  t ime.  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  an  i n d i v i d u a l  should  purchase  t h e  
land  if anyone should.  H e  would no t  be a b l e  t o  b i d  as  much as  t h e  
t r i b e s  could  b i d  and t h e y  would g e t  t h e  land  t h a t  he needed.  

REPRESENTATIVE YCBRIDE c l o s e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  r i g h t  now an i n d i v i d u a l  
or a  c o r p o r a t i o n  a r e  al lowed t o  buy t h e s e  l a n d s  b u t  t h e  t r i b e s  a r e  
n o t .  

I n  conc lus ion  she  urged t h e  cornittee's f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

Q u e s t i o n s  were asked by t h e  committee and t h e  h e a r i n g  on HB 772 was 
c l o s e d .  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

HOUSE B I L L  NO. 772 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Jensen  moved, DO NOT PASS. The motion was c a r r i e d  
10 t o  4 .  Opposed: Johnson,  L ien ,  Hi rsch ,  Day 

The meeting was adjourned a t  8 : 4 5  a.m. 

,%b, Pi- +f, C , L G ~  '5% Of5 
William M .  Day, chairman/ 

Judy J. Mook, S e c r e t a r y  




