
S t a t e  of Montana 
46 th  L e g i s l a t i v e  Ses s ion  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting 

A meeting o f  t h e  Educat ion Committee o f  t h e  House of Represen ta t ives  
w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  11: 30 a.m. i n  Room 5 of  t h e  c a p i t o l  Annex 
on Monday, February 19 ,  1979 by Chairman P e t e r  J, G i l l i g a n .  

The r o l l  w a s  t aken  and shows a l l  committee members p r e s e n t .  

The purpose of  t h e  meet ing w a s  t o  hear  House B i l l s  328, 811, 855 
and 864. 

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r eques t ed  Represen ta t ive  E l l e r d  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
t h e  committee House  ill 328 (an a c t  t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  cha rg ing  of 
t u i t i o n  t o  r e s i d e n t  and non- res iden t  s t u d e n t s  a t  postsecondary 
v o c a t i o n a l  t e c h n i c a l  c e n t e r s  by t h e  Board o f  Pub l i c  Education 
and a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  Board of  Publ ic   ducati ion t o  p r e s c r i b e  t h e  
u s e s  of t h e  t u i t i o n ) .  

Proponents  o f  t h e  b i l l  w e r e :  

E l l e n  Feaver ,  901 F lowerree ,  Helena, M t .  ( L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r ' s  
O f f i c e ) -  M s .  Feaver spoke b r e i f l y  i n  suppor t  of  HB 328 and t o l d  
t h e  committee she would be g l a d  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  concerning 
f i s c a l  impact  of  t h e  b i l l .  (See E x h i b i t  1) 

There w e r e  no opponents  o f  t h e  b i l l  p r e s e n t .  The committee was 
a l lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  was c lo sed .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P o r t e r  was asked by Chairman G i l l i g a n  t o  e x p l a i n  
t o  t h e  committee House B i l l  811 ( an  a c t  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  reimbursement 
r a t e  f o r  s choo l  bus and i n d i v i d u a l  and i s o l a t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
c o s t s )  . 
Proponents o f  House B i l l  811 were: 

Bob S tock ton ,  ~ d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Department o f  F i n a n c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  
Off i c e  o f  Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena, M t .  - M r .  Stockton exp la ined  
t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  committee and s t a t e d  t h e  O f f i c e  of Pub l i c  
I n s t r u c t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l .  

There w e r e  no opponents o f  HB 811 p r e s e n t .  The committee was 
a l lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  hea r ing  w a s  c l o s e d .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r eques t ed  Represen ta t ive  Da i ly  t o  e x p l a i n - t o  
t h e  committee House B i l l  864 (an a c t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  Super in tendent  
of Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e  Board of P u b l i c  Education t o  adopt  

4 a s p e c i a l i s t  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  t e a c h e r s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  

Proponents  o f  House B i l l  864 were: 
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Alve Thomas, Deputy S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena ,  M t .  -"At t h e  p r e s e n t  time, t h e r e  
a r e  f i v e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  and adminis-  
t r a t o r s .  T h i s  b i l l  would p e r m i t  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  Educa t ion  t o  
a d o p t  p o l i c i e s  f o r  a  c l a s s  s i x  t h a t  would i n c l u d e  s p e c i a l i s t s  working 
i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n . "  
( F o r  c o m p l e t e  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See ~ x h i b i t  2 )  

There  w e r e  no opponen t s  o f  House B i l l  8 6 4  p r e s e n t .  The committee 
was a l l o w e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  w a s  
c l o s e d .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  a s k e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Azzara  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
commit tee  House  ill 855 ( a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  of Montana and t o  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  programs;  c r e a t i n g  a  t e a c h e r  s t a n d a r d s  and 
p r a c t i c e s  board ;  and r a i s i n g  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f e e s ) .  

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  HB 855 w e r e :  

P h i l i p  Campbell ,  Montana Educat ion  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1232 S i x t h  Ave., 
Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  Campbell s t a t e d ,  "The MEA s u p p o r t s  HB 855 
t o  c r e a t e  a  new board  s o  Montana ' s  t e a c h e r s  c a n  have a n  e f f e c t i v e  
v o i c e  i n  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  " (See E x h i b i t  3 )  

John Board,  1500 1 7 t h  S t .  S . ,  G r e a t  F a l l s ,  M t .  - ( P r e s i d e n t ,  
Montana E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n )  - M r .  Board t o l d  t h e  committee 
he f e e l s  t h i s  b i l l  would g i v e  t e a c h e r s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  have 
some mean ingfu l  i n p u t  i n t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a t t e r s .  (See E x h i b i t  4 )  

Opponents o f  House B i l l  855 were: 

Leonard H. S a r g e n t ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  Montana School Boards 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  S a r g e n t  t o l d  t h e  committee,  
"The Montana School  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n  s t a n d s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  HB 855 a s  h a s  been o u r  p o s i t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  h i s t o r y  o f  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  MSBA i s  based on  
s e v e r a l  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  b e l i e f s .  . .Members of  t h e  committee,  two 
p r e v i s o u s  l e g i s l a t u r e s  have n o t  found t h i s  measure a c c e p t a b l e ,  even 
a f t e r  a  two-year i n t e r i m  s t u d y .  W e  have t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t r u c t u r e  
t o  do e x a c t l y  what needs  t o  b e  done r e g a r d i n g  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  Board of  E d u c a t i o n  ( t h e  Board 
o f  P u b l i c  Educa t ion  and t h e  Board o f  R e g e n t s ) .  There i s  no 
need t o  set up a n o t h e r  board  t o  do e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same t h i n g s . "  
(For  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See E x h i b i t  5 )  

T .  C a r l  Johnson,  School  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  Montana, Helena,  M t .  - 
"SAM s u p p o r t s  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  a s  p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  MSBA. MSBA' s 
r a t i o n a l e  f o r  oppos ing  t h i s  b i l l  c l e a r l y  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  p i t f a l l s  
t h a t  a r e  c a r r i e d  i n  t h i s  b i l l  i f  it s h o u l d  become l a w .  The 
p r e s e n t  sys tem o f  t e a c h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i s  working 
q u i t e  w e l l  and  a l l o w s  f o r  any group t o  s u p p l y  i n p u t  i n t o  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n s .  " ( S e e  E x h i b i t  6 )  

I r v i n g  Dayton, Deputy Commissioner of  Higher  Educat ion ,  Commissioner 
of  Higher  E d u c a t i o n ' s  O f f i c e ,  Helena, M t .  - M r .  Dayton spoke 
b r e i f l y  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  HB 855. 
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The commit tee  was a l lowed  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  
h e a r i n g  o n  House B i l l  855 was c l o s e d .  

The E d u c a t i o n  Committee went  i n t o  E x e c u t i v e  S e s s i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Oberg moved t h a t  HOUSE BILL 328 DO PASS. The 
mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y  moved t h a t  HOUSE BILL 811 DO PASS. The 
mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P o r t e r  moved t h a t  HOUSE BILL 864 DO PASS. The 
mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Anderson moved t h a t  House B i l l  105 Do Pass .  There 
was d i s c u s s i o n  among t h e  committee members. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Oberg made a  s u b s t i t u t e  motion t h a t  HOUSE BILL 105 DO NOT PASS. 
The mot ion  c a r r i e d  w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Kvaalen,  Aiiderson and 
P i s t o r i a  v o t i n g  no. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory moved t o  AMEND House B i l l  480, t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  
l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l .  The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously.  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory moved AS AMENDED, HOUSE BILL 480 DO PASS. 
The mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Oberg moved t o  Table  House B i l l  295. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Lund made a s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion  t h a t  HOUSE BILL 295 DO PASS. 
There  was d i s c u s s i o n  among t h e  commit tee  members. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Oberg wi thdrew h i s  mot ion .  The s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion  c a r r i e d  
w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Oberg and Uhde v o t i n g  no. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e m m i s  moved t o  AMEND House B i l l  880 t o s  r e q u i r e  
no m o r e  t h a n  3 c r e d i t  h o u r s  of  I n d i a n  S t u d i e s  i n s t r u c t i o n .  
The mot ion  c a r r i e d  866, w i t h  ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Lory,  R e i c h e r t ,  
D a i l y ,  Teague,  P i s  t o r i a  and Oberg v o t i n g  no. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Uhde 
moved t h a t  HOUSE BILL 880, AS AMENDED, DO PASS. The motion 
c a r r i e d ,  16-1 w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Oberg v o t i n g  no. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Uhde moved t h a t  HOUSE BILL 855 DO PASS. The 
mot ion  c a r r i e d ,  9-7, w i t h  ~ e p r e g n t a t i v e s  Uhde, P o r t e r ,  E u d a i l y ,  
Lund, N o r d t v e d t ,  Lory,  and Kvaalen v o t i n g  no. 

The m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  1 :55  p . m .  

9 
P'kter J(f g i l l i g a 8  Jr .v; Chairman 




