
HOUSE AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK, AhJD I R R I G A T I O N  CObV4ITTEE 

F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  1973 

- 
The m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Day a t  1 2 : 0 0  noon w i t h  
a l l  members p r e s e n t .  

HOUSE BILL KO. 8 6 3  i - 

REPRESENTATIVE AUBYN CURTISS, Ch ie f  S p o r s o r ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l .  T h i s  
b i l l  w i l l  c i a r i f y  t h e  County A t t o r n e y ' s  d u t i e s  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
d i s t r i c t s .  I t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  County A t t o r n e y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  p e r t a i n -  
i n g  t o  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  and p r o v i d e  compensat ion  f o r  s u p e r v i s o r s  
on s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s .  

I 
PROPONENTS : 1 
MR. VANRINSEN AND MR. ULAND r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  and o f f e r e d  
t o  answer  any  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  commit tee  may have .  I 
REPRESENTATIVE CURTISS c l o s e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  s u p e r v i s o r s  
s e r v e d  w i t h o u t  pay and w e  have  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  them. 

Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  by t h e  committee and t h e  h e a r i n g  on  HB 863  was 
c l o s e d .  

HOUSE BILL NO. 8 4 9  

REPRESENTATIVE V I C K I  JOHNSON, Chie f  Sponsor ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l .  She 
s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  is  an  a c t  t o  a p p r o v e  and r a t i f y  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  Compact 
on A g r i c u l t u r a l  G r a i n  Marke t ing .  T h i r t e e n  s t a t e s  p r o d u c e  9 0 %  o f  t h e  
g r a i n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The I n t e r s t a t e  Compact c o n s e p t  o r i g i n a t e d  
i n  Kansas .  T h i r t e e n  s t a t e s  w e r e  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  and t h i s  i s  t h e  compact 

I 
t h a t  t h e y  came up w i t h .  T h i s  compact must b e  r a t i f i e d  by f i v e  s t a t e s  
b e f o r e  it c a n  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  There  w i l l  b e  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
from e a c h  s t a t e .  B e f o r e  a n y  a c t i o n  can  b e  t a k e n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  must 
a p p r o v e .  T h e r e  w i l l  be one  m e e t i n g  p e r  y e a r .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  

I 
a r e  n o t  a s k i n g  f o r  any a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t h i s  y e a r ,  i f  e n a c t e d ,  b u t  t h e  
e s t i m a t e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  would b e  a b o u t  50  thousand  d - o l l a r s .  There  a r e  
some p r i v a t e  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e .  

I 
PROPONENTS : I 
J I M  STEPHENS, Montana Farmers  Union,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  must b e  
p a s s e d  t h e  way it i s  w i t h o u t  any amendments. H e  a t t e n d e d  many m e e t i n g s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and h a s  l e a r n e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  
g r a i n  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  U.S. The communfcat ion and c c o p e r a t i o n  between 

I 
s t a t e s  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  g r a i n  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  U.S. a s  w e l l  a s  
i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I 
REPRESENTATIVE JOHNSON c l o s e d  o f f e r i n g  t o  answer  any  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  
cornn i t t ee  may have .  I 
Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  by t h e  commit tee  and  t h e  h e a r i n g  o n  HE 8 4 9  was 
c l o s e d .  
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HOUSE BILL NO. 8 0 0  

REPRESENTATIVE ROBERT ELLERD, Ch ie f  Sponsor ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l .  T h i s  
b i l l  would r e v i s e  t h e  l aws  r e g u l a t i n g  l i v e s t o c k  m a r k e t s ,  d e a l e r s ,  and 
b r o k e r s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a s k i n g  t h e  c o r n i t t e e  t o  a d o p t  t h i s  
b i l l  a s  t h e  Montana L i v e s t o c k  Market ing  Ac t .  Montana a l r e a d y  h a s  
t h e  b e s t  m a r k e t i n g  laws i n  t h e  n a t i o n  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  
f i n e s  were h i g h  enough t o  be  e f f e c t i v e .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  r a i s e  t h e  pen- ' 

a l t i e s .  A f t e r  n o t i c e  of h e a r i n g ,  i f  a  p e r s o n  i s  found t o  b e  i n  v i o l a -  
t i o n  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a s s e s s e d  a  c i v i l  p e n a l t y ,  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  o f  n o t  
less t h a n  $100 o r  more t h a n  $5,C00,  have  t h e i r  l i c e n s e  o r  c e r t i f i c a t e  
suspended o r  r e v o k e d ,  o r  b o t h .  H e  t o o k  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  Board o f  
L i v e s t o c k  and a s k e d  i f  t h e y  had any o b j e c t i o n s ,  t h e r e  was none. 

With 40 t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r  a y e a r  i n d u s t r y  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  f e l o n y  pen- 
a l t i e s  i n s t e a d  o f  misdemeanors,  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  law p r o v i d e s .  

Vice-Chai rman V i c k i  Johnson assumed t h e  C h a i r .  

R O B I N  ,XACNAB, Montana L i v e s t o c k  Markets  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  e v e r y  
marke t  i s  a  member o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  Montana. K e  t h e n  l i s t e d  a l l  
t h e  members. H e  q u o t e d  some f i g u r e s  on  t h e  amount of money t h a t  g o e s  
t h r o u g h  the m a r k e t s  e a c h  y e a r .  1977 was t h e  b i g g e s t  y e a r  f o r  c a t t l e  
s a l e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a r k e t s .  

H e  conc luded  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  and 
f e e l  w i t h  a  b u s i n e s s  t h i s  b ig  t h e  v i o l a t o r s  s h o u l d  have t h e s e  s t r i c t  
p e n a i t i e s  f o r c e d  on them. 

BOE ROBBTNS s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  c a t t l e  was t h e  number on b u s i n e s s  i n  
t h e  s t a t e .  H e  hoped t h e r e  would n o t  be  any r e s e n t m e n t  because  t h e  b i l l  
had been d r a f t e d  by someone who l i v e d  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  The gent leman 
who d r a f t e d  t h i s  b i l l  was t h e  man who drew up t h e  f i r s t  L i v e s t o c k  
M a r k e t i n g  A c t  i n  Montana, and i t  i s  t h e  b e s t  one  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  

OPPONENTS : 

TERRY MURPHY, N a t i o n a l  Farmers  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  NFO i s  
made up o f  f a r m e r s  and r a n c h e r s  who g roup  t o g e t h e r  t o  g e t  a b e t t e r  
p r i c e  f o r  t h e i r  c a t t l e .  They a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  
t o  do w i t h  them and t h e  s e l l i n g  of t h e i r  c a t t l e .  They p r e s e n t e d  
amendments t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  law. They f e l t  t h i s  would b e  b e t t e r  t h a n  
a n e w  m a r k e t i n g  a c t .  They arc  exempt from t h e  p r e s e n t  l aw and f e e l  
t h e  p e n a l t i e s  c o u l d  be r a i s e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u t e s  i n s t e a d  o f  d r a f t -  
i n g  a ne;r a c t .  (p roposed  amendments a t ~ a c h e d )  

P H I L  OLSOX,  N a t i o n a l  Farmer O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had fo l lowed  
the i n t q r i m  s t u d y  committee on t h e  m a r k e t i n g  l aws .  I t  was t h e  f i n d -  
inus of t h e  corn-nittee t h a t  t h e  s : i i s t i n g  l avs  were t h e  b e s t  i f i  t h e  
U n l t s d  States, and w i t h  a few minor changes  would be even b e t t e r .  
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- 
TERRY MURPHY cont inued  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
t o  a l l o w  p roduce r s  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r .  They a r e  n o t  d e a l e r s  o f  l i v e s t o c k ,  

I 
b u t  p rcduce r s  t h a t  s e l l  t h e i r  own p roduc t s  t o g e t h e r  t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  p r i c  
iIB 800  d e f i n e s  a  l i v e s t o c k  d e a l e r  i n  such a  way t h a t  it may i n c l u d e  
members of  t h e  NFO. A s  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e y  should  n o t  have t o  be  l i c e n s e d  
t o  se l l .  Under t h e  p r e s e n t  law they  do n o t  have t o  be l i c e n s e d ,  but 

4 
t h i s  b i l l  w i i l  p rov ide  t h a t  t h e y  have t o  be l i c e n s e d .  They had no 
q u a r r e l  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  p e n a l t i e s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  agreed  t h a t  t h e y  
should  be r a i s e d .  They recom.ended t h a t  t h e  committee adopt  t h e  proposz:  

I 
p r e s e n t e d  today  i n s t e a d  o f  HB 800 .  I 
M r .  Murphy t h e n  r ead  t h e  minu te s  of t h e  i n t e r i m  committee meet ing t h a t  
M r .  E l l e r d  had a t t e n d e d .  The committee approved o f  amending t h e  p r e s e - -  
laws b u t  n o t  adop t ing  a new law as  was proposed t o  them by R e p r e s e n t a t i  
E l l e r d .  

J I M  STEVENS AND MARION LITTLE, r o s e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l  and 
concur red  w i t h  t h e  proposed amendments t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  law. I 
CHARLES SIDERIUS, BETTY SIBLEY,  DOUG BROOKS AND TOM LITTLE, a l l  from t h z  
Northwest Montana Q u a r t e r  Horse Assoc i a t i on  r o s e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  b i l l  and suppor ted  t h e  p r o p o s a l  by Te r ry  Wurphy. They were 
opposed t o  S e c t i o n  3!e) and S e c t i o n  1 6 ( 3 ) ,  which s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
an imals  had t o  be bred  and r a i s e d  by t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l l i n g  them. 

SENATOR E D  SMITH submit ted a l e t t e r  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l .  
a t t a c h e d )  

(letter 1 
CHARLES BROWN, Department of L ives tock ,  appeared n o t  as a opponent o r  
a proponent  b u t  t o  c l a r i f y  page 1 6 ,  l i n e s  4 and 5 ,  a s  having an e r r o r  
i n  t h e  r e f e r e n c e d  s e c t i o n  numbers. 1 
REPRESEbJTATIVE ELLERD c l o s e d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  
of  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  d e a l e r s  and d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  amendments propcsed.  
The NFG has  been t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  would be exempt form t h i s  b i l l  a s  t h e y  

I 
a r e  from t h e  p r e s e n t  law. H e  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h e y  should  excep t  amendments 
t h a t  were d r a f t e d  o v e r n i g h t ,  when they  had worked f o r  two y e a r s  t o  
come up w i t h  HB 8 0 0 .  

I 
H e  concluded s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  would be w i l l i n g  t o  m e n d  t h e  b i l l ,  d e l e t i n g )  
t h e  words,  "bed and r a i s e d , "  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  qua rk2 r  horse people .  

Chairman Day resumed t h e  C h a i r .  I 
Q ~ e s t i o ~ s  were asked by t h e  cox-n i t t ee  a n d  t h e  h e a r i n g  on HB 8 0 0  w a s  
c l o s e d .  I 
EXECUTIVZ SESSION: 

HOTJSE B I L L  NO.  8 4 9  - -- 

R e p r e s e n t a t i - ~ e  Johnson moved, DO PASS. The motion w a s  c a r r i e d  w i t h  . 

1 
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Representative Ellerd opposed. 
. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 863 
--- 

Representative Hirsch moved, DO PASS. The motion was carried 11 to 
6. Opposed: Bengtson, Conroy, Ellerd, Hand, Roth, Smith 

HOUSE BILL NO. 800 

~epresentative Conroy moved, DO PASS, with committee of the whole 
amendments deleting the words, "Bred and ~aised." 

Representative Dassinger made a substitute motion to adopt the 
proposed amendnents submitted by the NFO. The motion failed 10 to 7. 
Favored: Brand, Dassinger, Day, Ernst, Hirsch, Johnson, Lien 

The original motion to DO PASS was carried 12 to 5. Opposed: Brand, 
Dassinger, Ernst, Hirsch, Johnson 

The neeting was adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 

A [,/' / / - 
':Y/ [ [ L 4 - 7 3 7  p r y  

William M. Day, ~ h a i r m q n i  

Judy J. Mook, Secretary 




