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The m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  House Loca l  Government Committee was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  by Chairman H e r s h a l  Robbins on S a t u r d a y ,  February  1 7 ,  
1979 a t  1 1 : O O  a.m. The mee t ing  had o r i g i n a l l y  been s e t  f o r  
F r i d a y  t h e  1 6 t h  b u t  due t o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  beyond c o n t r o l  it w a s  
p o s t p o n e d .  The s e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  Members a b s e n t  were: 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Kemis, K e s s l e r ,  Oberg,  R e i c h e r t ,  S a l e s  and 
S o u t h .  

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  mee t ing  was t o  h o l d  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  
There  wzs ment ion  o f  HB 2 4 9  w i t h  Rep. P i s t o r i a  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
p e r h a p s  t h e  o t h e r  b i l l  would b e  b e t t e r  and t h e r e f o r e  no a c t i o n  
was t a k e n  on t h e  b i l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Rep. Gould s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  s h o u l d  have  a n  amendment on 
page  3 ,  f o l l ~ w i n g :  " w i l d l i f e "  on l i n e  3 ,  I n s e r t :  " a g r i c u l t u r e " .  
R e p .  G o ~ l d  moved t h e  amendment. A v o t e  was t a k e n  and c a r r i e d  
unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  Rep. Gould t h e n  made a  motion 
t h a t  HB 4 3  AS AMENDED DO PASS.  R e p .  Waldron t h e n  made a sub- 
s t i t u t e  n o t i o n  t h a t  HB 4 3  AS AMENDED DO NOT PASS. H 2  s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  m a i n  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l  was t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  i a w  was now 
work ing  and  h e  had r e c e i v e d  many l e t t e r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p a s s i n g  
o f  f u r t h e r  s u b d i v i s i o n  laws.  Rep. ~ u r w i t z  a g r e e d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
l o c a l  communit ies  and p l a n n i n g  boards  had s a i d  t h a t  there had 
been no c r i t e r i a  se t  up and he f e l t  t h e  need f o r  a  b i l l  t h a t  they  
c o u l d  work w i t h  was what was needed.  Then t h e r e  was d i s c u s s i o n  
t h a t  many p e o p l e  had a p p r e a r e d  on t h e  b i l l  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  i n  
ag reement  w i t h  t h i s  t y p e  o f  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  I t  
was t h e n  d i s c u s s e d  by t h e  committee t h a t  t h e  i n t e r i m  committee 
on s u b d i v i s i o n  had come up w i t h  t h i s  l anguage .  A v o t e  was t a k e n  
on t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion  and f a i l e d  7 - 5 .  V o t e  was r e v e r s e d  
and HB 4 3  AS AIYENDED DO PASS 7 - 5. 

T h i s  b i l l  was p r e s e n t e d  by Rep. Fabrega .  Rep. Fabrega  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would p r o h i b i t  a  f u n e r a l  home frdm t h e  p r a c t i c e  
o f  h a v i n g  t h e  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  be t h e  c o r o n e r  when t h e r e  i s  o n l y  
one  f u n e r a l  home i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h i s  t o  him r e p r e s e n t s  a c o n f l i c t  
of i n t e r e s t  when t h e y  a r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  law and a l s o  b e i n g  
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  who s h o u l d  be o f  comfor t  a n d  h e l p  and  gu idance  
t o  t h e  f a m i l y .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  a l s o  have  t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  n c  crime i n v o l v e d .  T h i s  c o u l d  p r e s e n t  a r e a s  o f  c o n f l i c t .  

There  w e r e  no  p r o p o n e n t s  o r  opponents  p r e s e n t  f o r  HE 4 7 6 .  

Chairman Robbins announced t h a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  o t h e r  S i l l s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  and t h e y  ia~ould a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  s t  
one  t ime .  
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Rep. Azzara  s t a t e d  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  committee t o o k  any a c t i o n ,  
a l l  o f  t h e  b i l l s  s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d .  Rep. A z z a r a  t h e n  sug- 
g e s t e d  t h a t  amendments be worked o u t  t o  i n c l u d e  the b e t t e r  p o i n t s  
o f  t h e  two b i l l s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  h e a r  from 
p r o p o n e n t s  from e i t h e r  3 B  476 o r  HB 645. There were  no  p r o p o n e n t s  
p r e s e n t .  

Micky Ne l son ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Lewis and C l a r k  and  t h e  Montana 
C o r o n e r s  Assoc . ,  spoke  r e g a r d i n g  HE 476. H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  would 
l i k e  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o r o n e r .  Be went  o n  t o  s a y  
t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  was opposscd  t o  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  1 2  h o u r s  
n o t i f i c a t i o n  t i m e  i n  HB 645 .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  sometimes 
p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a  problem w i t h  f a m i l i e s  b e i n g  o u t  of town o r  
t h e y  have  t o  be  l e f t  f o r  a n  a u t o p s y .  Most a c c e p t  n o t i f i c a t i o n  
a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  

The s h e r i f f  c o r o n e r  from F l a t h e a d  c o u n t y ,  K a l i s p e l l ,  spoke  on  
b o t h  HB 476 and  HB 645. H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  j o b  s h o u l d  be upgraded 
r e q u i r i n g  someone who h a s  t r a i n i n g  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  work. 

Don P r a t t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana F u n e r a l  D i r e c t o r s  Assoc . ,  
spoke  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  the b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  t h ? t  t h e r e  d o e s  have  to  
be n o t i f i c a t i o n  k- . fore  :r . ipou~din(;.  I!? fez.: t h a t  t h i s  was 
s u f f i c i e n t .  I t  - s  us:-lly w i t h i r  36 h o u r s .  

Rep. E'abrega c l c  .id o c  E 3  476 .  

Quest. ;ns from tze. comiittee fo l lowed .  Rep. B e r t l e s o n  i n q u i r e d  
a s  t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  two b i l l s  c o u l d  b e  combined. There  
was t h e n  d i s c u s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  this m a t t e r .  The h e a r i n g  
was c l o s e d .  I 

Chairman Robbins c a l l e d  o n  Rep. P i s t o r i a  t o  p r e s e n t  KB 2 4 9 .  

Rep. P i s t o r i a  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was some prob lems  w i t h  t h e  b i l l  
and he  would l i k e  t o  work o u t  t h e  amendments, removing s e c t i o n  1 
1 and i n s e r t i n g  a new s e c t i o n  7-3-2131, r e g a r d i n g  e l e c t e d  coun ty  
o f f i c i a l s .  Rep. Hurwi tz  moved t h a t  t h e  commi t t ee  p a s s  c o n s i d e r -  
a t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  f o r  t h e  day.  Motion c a r r i e d .  I I 

Rep. Azzara  s t a t e d  ::.at he would ::ke t o  tr '.z this i n t o  I 

c o n s r d e r a t i o n  w i t h  :-I7 45, s e c t l z n  2-2-10. :-2s Ci3.zls w i t h  a r e a s  
w i t h  s m a s t e r  p l a n  rrnC:r ~ub5:~:idir:g and w-.en s u k . 3 i v i s i o n  t~kes 
p i a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  nas tez  p l a n  12 the gcverr.-ng body d e c i d e s  t h a t  

1 
t h e y  want  t o  do i t  i n  t h i s  way. I t  i n c l u d e d  a l o n g  s e r i e s  o f  
p ~ i b l i c  n o t i c e s  and h e a r i n g s .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  i n c l u d i n g  i t  under 
tl-112 m a s t e r  p l a n  c o u l d  be a money s a v i n g  measure  fo r  l o c a l  

i 
1 

gt2vernment. He stated that p e o 2 l e  f r o m  M i s s c u l a  had been  p r e s e n z  
2s ~ r o p o n e n t s  i n  a n  e a r l i e r  mee t ing  h ~ w e v e r  t h e y  were n o t  I 
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I 
a v a i l a b l z  a t  t h i s  t ime.  There were no opponents p r e s e n t .  

chairman Robbins s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  would be taken  up i n  e x e c u t i v e  
s e s s i o n .  

Rep. Azzara s t a t e d  t h i s  would a i low o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  local  govern- 
ments.  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  would l i k e  t o  propose an  amendment t o  
t h i s  f o r  t h e  governing body t o  approve any s u b d i v i s i o n  which is  
i n  an a r e a  under a mas t e r  p l a n .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  be  
t a k e n  c a r e  o f  i n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

Hear ing was c l o s e d  on t h i s  b i l l .  

Chairman Robbins announced t h a t  t he  committee would go i n t o  
e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  For  persons  p r e s e n t  he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  would 
i n c l u d e  d i s c u s s i o n  open o n l y  t o  members of  t h e  committee.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

R e p .  Azzara s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  depar tment  would be p a s s i n g  funds  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  local boarz .  H e  moved t h z t  HB 289 DO PASS. 

I 
Rep. Gould i n q u i r e d  about  pas s ing  money a p p r o p r i a t e d  to  t h e  
s t a t e  and asked i f  t h e r e  would be any federals-money invo lved .  
There was then  q u e s t i o n s  by some o f  t h e  menbers as t o  whether 
this would be wise  t o  p a s s  money d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  board  because  
it would n o t  go t o  t h e  c i t y  o r  t h e  county,  D e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  
fol lowed.  Testimony had been submi t ted  by t h e  Dept. of Hea l th .  
I t  was no ted  t h a t  t h e  3 -14D money inc luded  70% of funds t o  be  
u t i l i z e d  f o r  suppor t  and it is n o t  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  it be pas sed  
d i r e c t l y .  P u b l i c  law 95-626 a l s o  has  been passed  and does  
s p e c i f y  how t h e s e  new funds w i l l  be u t i l i z e d .  The f e d e r a l  funding  
xould be dropped from 9 0  t o  5 2  m i l l i o n  and t h o s e  amounts would n o t  
be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  bo th  u n i t s .  I t  was p o i n t e 2  Out t h a t  they do 
pass  on 105  thousand of  t h e  4 7 1  thousand d o l l a r s  a t  p r e s e n t .  
Committee members t hen  d i scussed  t h e  f i n a n c e s -  I t  w a s  no t ed  
then t h a t  s e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  committee were l e a v i n g  t h e  room 
d u r i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  t o  a t t e n d  a n o t h e r  h e a r i n g .  
I t  w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  cou ld  be d i s c u s s e d  a t  a l a t e r  
d a t e .  R e p .  Donaldson made a motion t h a t  HB 389  DO PASS. Vote 
w a s  5 - 9 .  Motion f a i l e d .  Vote was r eve r sed  and HB 389 130 
NOT PASS 9 - 5. Rep. Robbins s t a t e d  t h a t  Out of courtesy t o  t h e  
o t h e r  members t h a t  had t o  l e a v e  t h e  b i l l  cou ld  be r e c c n s i d e r e d  
a t  a l e t e r  dz te  i f  d e s i r e d  by t h e  committee. 

P r i c r  t o  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  HB 6 8 9 ,  R e p .  Robbins i n q u i r e d  if t h e  
coci-nittee would have any o b j e c t i o n  t o  having r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fron 
t h e  State Dept. and t h e  Governor's office appear  i n  s u p p o r t  or 
o p 2 o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l .  Members b-ad no o b j e c t i o n ,  I t  w a s  moved 
5 y  &p. Gould t o  a l low them t o  speak .  
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s o c t o r  F e n n e r  from t h e  S t a t e  D q t .  o f  H e a l t h  s p o k e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
he  d i d  n o t  wish  to  t e s t i f y  because  o f  t h e  l i m i t e d  t i m e  o f  t h e  
commi t t ee  b u t  h e  would p r e s e n t  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y .  T h i s  i s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m i n u t e s .  

Rep. Robbins t h e n  g a v e  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  which i s  a l s o  a t t a c h e d  a s  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y .  I t  was p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  d e a l s  w i t h  
t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  EMT o p e r a t o r s .  I t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
h a s  b e e n  some problems i n  h a v i n g  p e o p l e  become c e r t i f i e d  b e c a u s e  
t h e  s t a n d a r d s  are v e r y  s t r i n g e n t  and p e o p l e  are  n o t  p a s s i n g  t h e  
t e s t .  They a r e  n o t  b e i n g  t r a i n e d  p r o p e r l y  o r  h a v e  been t o  
r e s t r i c t e d  i n  t h e r e  l e a r n i n g  and  a r e  n o t  q u a l i f i e d .  T h i s  
h a s  p r e s e n t e d  p rob lems  where h o s p i t a l s  a r e  far away and t h e r e  

. m u s t  b e  EMT o p e r a t o r s  t o  t r a n s p o r t  p e o p l e .  

Rep. !,Soore s t a t e d  t h a t  he  f e l t  t h e  o r i y i n a i  i n t e n t  of t h e  b i l l  
a s  p a s s e d  was t h a t  n u r s e s  and  d o c t o r s  would n o t  have  t o  
q u a l i f y  u n d e r  t h e  program b e c a u s e  t h y  had a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  
t r a i n i n g .  The p u r p o s e  was t o  t r a i n  and q u a l i f y  other p e r s o n s  t o  
o p e r a t e  EMT s e r v i c e s .  

Dean S e n a c u r ,  f rom t h e  Montana Assoc.  o f  C o u n t i e s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
h e  f e l t  t h e r e  w e r e  no problems.  

O t t i s  Hill from t h e  Governors  o f f i c e  s t a t e d  that t h e  b i l l  was n o t  
t o  reduce- t h e  q u a l i t y  b u t  it would be t o  change t h e  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i v e  a r e a  i n  o r d e r  t o  have  more p e o p l e  become q u a l i f i e d  t e c h -  
n i c i a n s .  

Lloyd L i n < e n ,  a  p r i v a t e  ambulance o p e r a t o r  froa t h e  a r e a ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  h e  had 9 y e a r s  of e x p e r i a n c e  and he had n a t  r u n  i n t o  any  
2 roS lems  o f  h a v i n g  p e o p l e  c e r t i f i e d ,  however h e  h a d n ' t  r e c e i v e d  
i z p u t  f r o m  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c o m u r , i t l e s .  

OPPONENTS : 

M s .  J a c o b s o n  , r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Nurses  Assoc . ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  - 
were  o p p o s e d .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h i s  s h o u l d  
be  u n d e r  t h e  highway d e p t . ,  b u t  s h o u l d  b e  r e t z - n e d  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  
d e p t .  a n d  a l s o  s t a t e e  t h a t  i f  t h e y  were t r a i ~ k - 5  as 2MT's t h e r e  
would n o t  be f u r t h e r  need f o r  t r a i n i n g .  HoweT.,er t i l e y  f e l t  t h e y  
j h o u i d  have  t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g .  There  - \sre a l s o  o t h e r  
c z o n s n  ts p r e sen t .  Jack Davis ,  a  c r , -uniss ion~:- ,  s u b m i t t e d  w r i t t e n  --- 
testimony which i s  a t t a c h e d .  Lenorz  Ba t2s ,  a - ; o  s u b m i t t e d  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  i n  r e p r e s e n  ta t lor ,  of  t h e  MDntana S o c i e t y  f o r  
I n e r g e n c y  T e c h n i c i a n s .  A l s o  p r e s e n t  was Rzl2h G i l r o y ,  Montana 
3 ~ ~ 1 t h  Sys tems  A g e n c i e s ,  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  o f t h e  3111. 4 
2 ~ 1 i i i - e  L e n n e i l ,  a  t r a i n e d  t e c h n i c i a n ,  seated t h s t  msny peoplz  - --- -- 
i._:t-s h z d  thil t r a i n i n g  however,  ti-iey do not zLfe7-y~ : I S ~  it, 
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OPPONENTS CONT.: 

Joe Marvel ,  o f  B i l l i n g s ,  s t a t e d  t h e  p a s s  r a t e  i n  1 9 7 4  f o r  c u r r e n t  
t e s t i n g  p roceedu re s  had been 25,000 a l t hough  o n l y  35% a c t u a l l y  
worked. 2 0 %  w e r e  r e c e r t i f i e d  i n  May of  1978 and t h e y  a sked  
f o r  f u r t h e r  l o c a l  t r a i n i n g .  The p a s s  r a t e  was t h e n  moved from 
6% t o  35% and more peop l e  are becoming c e r t i f i e d .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  EMT's  whould be  a l lowed  t o  c o n t i n u e  under  t h e  Dept.  o f  
Hea l t h .  

Nancy Rehm, p r a c t i c i n g  EMT i n  B i l l i n g s ,  s t a t e d  s h e  f e l t  a t  one  
t i m e  s h e  would have t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  however, 
it is  do ing  w e l l  now and s h e  f e l t  it wouid be p o i n t l e s s  t o  
change t h e  program a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  

Doctor  J a c k  McMabn from Helena,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  the committee 
s h o u l d  n o t  f e e l  t h % t  Helena was t o t a l l y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  the  b i l l .  
H e  was opposed a l t h o u g h  he r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were  some 
pri)blerns and he hoped t h e  d e p t .  would n o t  be g i v i n g  lesser q u a l i t y  
s e r v i c e  because  o f  t h i s .  

Evon Brad fo rd ,  o f  Missou la ,  a l s o  spoke a s  an  opponent  s t a t i n g  
t h a t  peop l e  are hi call.^ capab l e  o f  be ing  t r a i n e d  b u t  t h e r e  needs  
t o  be  c o o p e r a t i o n  between t h e  d e p t .  

David Lackman, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana H e a l t h  A s s o c - ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he f e l t  EMT's  w e r e  needed and t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  s h o u l d  
L o t  be  lowered and t hey  p o s s i b l y  would be  because  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

E a r l  G r i f  f i t h ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  f i r eman ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e r e  was a d e f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  program as f a r  as 
t r a i n i n g  b u t  he f e l t  t h e r e  may be some problems i n  the t e s t i n g  and 
t h i s  shou ld  be worked on.  

~ r a n k l i n  M i l l s  a l s o  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  was an 
EMT o p e r a t o r  and f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e  depar tment  was made aware o f  
t h e  problems it cou ld  p robab ly  be worked o u t  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  
There  w a s  t hen  o t h e r  t e s t imony  o f f e r e d  and o t h e r s  appeared  and 
w r i t t e n  t es t imony  was submi t t ed  t o  t h e  chairman and s e c r e t a r y .  
Th i s  t e s t imony  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m inu t e s  and is a t t a c h e d .  

Hear ing  was c l o s e d  on HB 689. 

People  w e r e  thanked f o r  having t r a v e l e d  a  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  t o  
t e s t i f y  on t h e  b i l l .  

3 e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meetin; was ad journed  a t  1:50 p .m 
t o  convene a t  1:00 p.m on Sunday February  18 ,  1979. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  
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