
FEBRUARY 1 7 ,  19-13 
PROCEEDINGS Ob' THE 

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COYu'vlI T'iiE:E 

?'he m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  11 :30  a.m. by Chairman F J i l l i a m s .  
The s e c r e t a r y  t o o k  r o l l .  Rep. Tcague w a s  e x c u s e d .  A l l  o t h e r  
members w e r e  p r e s e n t .  

HOUSE BILL 766: Rep. Rami rez ,  c o - s p o n s o r ,  s u b m i t t e d  amendments t o  
HB 756  ( e x h i b i t  1) .  H e  s a i d  t h e  amendments would  move Rep. Hand ' s  
HS 143  i n t o  HB 766 .  H e  s a i d  Rep. Hand was i n  f a v o r  o f  making  t h e  
two b i l l s  o n e .  H e  s a i d  t h e  b i l l  i s  an  a c t  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  unemployment 
c o m p e n s a t i o n  l a w s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  minimum week ly  b e n e f i t  amoun t ,  
t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  b e n e f i t s ,  q u a l i f y i n g  wages ,  and  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  
b e n e f i t s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  would t i g h t e n  up  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
where t h e r e  have b e e n  a b u s e s  and  m i s u s e s  f o r  g r o s s  m i s c o n d u c t  a n d  
v c l u n t a r y  q u i t s .  Rep. Ramirez i n t r o d u c e d  H a r o l d  K a n s i e r ,  Dept .  
o f  Labor  and  I n d u s t r y ,  who s p o k e  f o r  t h e  b i l l .  

J e r r y  D r i s c o l l ,  B i l l i n g s ,  s a i d  he  came as a n  o p p o n e n t  t o  t h e  b i l l ,  
b u t  w i t h  t h e  amendments h e  i s  a  p r o p o n e n t .  H e  s a i d  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  
b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  s e s s i o n  h a s  been  aimed a t  e m p l o y e r s  t o  h e l p  
b u i l d  up  t h e  f u n d .  H e  s a i d  t h e  bu rden  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p l a c e d  o n l y  on 
e m p l o y e r s ,  b u t  s h o u l d  b e  s h a r e d  by the employee .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a  
n e e d  t o  t i g h t e n  up on  c a s e s  o f  g r o s s  m i s c o n d u c t  a n d  v o l u n t a r y  q u i t s .  

Opponent ,  J ames  H u r r y ,  AFL-CIO, s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  f a l l s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  
o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  been  i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  s e s s i o n  t o  t i g h t e n  
up t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  make i t  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  
b e n e f i t s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  amendments make t h e  b i l l  a b e t t e r  b i l l  t h a n  
i t  would b e  w i t h o u t  them. 

A mot ion  was made t o  l e t  .Rep. H a r p e r  p r e s e n t  t h e  amendments on 
HE 1 4 3  t o  t h e  committee ( e x h i b i t  2 ) .  Q u e s t i o n s  were  a s k e d  by t h e  
commi t t ee  . 
HOUSE BILL 757: Rep. Brand ,  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would  p r o v i d e  
b e n e f i t s  b a s e d  on f o r m e r  employment s t a t u s  t o  a f o r m e r  p u b l i c  
employee  cn d i s a b i l i t y  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  a n  a n o u n t  e q u a l  t o  t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  made by a  p u b l i c  employer  t o w a r d  g r o u p  i n s u r a n c e  
premiums. Rep. Brand s u b m i t t e d  amendments t o  t h e  b i l l  ( e x h i - b i t  3 ) .  

Tom S c n n e i d e r ,  Montana P u b l i c  Employee ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s p o k e  i n  
f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  w i t h  t h e  amendnents .  

Opponent ,  Dan M i z n e r ,  s a i d  t h e  G i l l  mandated  cos t  t o  l o c a l  gove rn -  
ment  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  them f u n d s  t o  p a y  t h e  cos t  ( e x h i b i t  4 ) .  

HOUSE BILL 750: Rep. Kessler, s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would  i i m i t  
t h e  number of hours  t h a t  a c h i l d  u n d e r  18  y e a r s  o f  age a n d  
e n r o l l e d  i n  s c h o o l  c o u l d  work. H e  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a r c a i  p r o b l e m  
w i t h  s t u d e n t s  who work u n t i l  2:00 a.m. b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  d e b t s  
t o  pay  o f f .  H e  s a i d  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  do not  functio,rl w11 i n  s chml .  

I He s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  S i l l  f o r  h a r d s h i p  c a s e s .  
There were no opponents  o r  p r o p o n e n t s .  



EXECUTIVE SESSION 

HOUSE B I L L  6 3 6 :  Rep. Harper  made a nlC+ c ion  t h a t  t h e  arnenck~ents t o  
HB 6 3 6  DO PASS. Motion car r ied .  Disc7:.ssion w a s  h e l d  among t h e  
commit tee  members. Rep. S t o b i e  nade a motion t h a t  HB 6 3 6  DO NOT PASS. 
Motion c a r r i e d .  Reps. Harper ,  D o z i e r ,  and Menahan v o t e d  no.  

HOUSE B I L L  5 4  : Rep. Harper  made a motion t h a t  t h e  amendnsnts  t o  
HB 54 DO PASS- Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously.  D i s c u s s i o n  w3s h e l d  
among t h e  commit tee  members. It was moved t h a t  HE 54  DO PASS, 
AS AMENDED. Motion c a r r i e d .  Reps.  E l l e r d ,  Fagg,  S e i f e r t ,  Wyrick, 
and Underdal v o t e d  no. 

HOUSE B I L L  7 6 6 :  Reps. Harper ,  P o r t e r ,  and H a r r i n g t o n  were a p p o i n t e d  
t o  a subcommittee t o  s t u d y  t h e  amendments t o  HB 7 6 5  and HB 1 4 3 .  

HOUSE BILL 5 4 0 :  Rep. Manning made a  motion t o  get HB 5 4 0  s e n t  back 
t o  c o r m i t t e e  s o  t h e  committee c o u i d  r e c o n s i - d e r  their action. Motion 
c a r r i e d  unanimously.  Chairman Wi l l i ams  checked w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
and found o u t  t h i s  a c t i o n  was i l l e g a l .  

Meet ing  a d j o u r n e d  a t  2:00  p.m. 




